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A new Acquaintance. EF Thorn ot 


Mx R. Wellers brought bee to dinner with oy 
5 4% him, Mr. Bently—Mr. Wellers, when he laid aſide 
zis religious fits (and that was as often as he 


who was too much wrapt up in his wife not o 
reſpect her gueſt : Bently, Anna had never ſeen, 
1 1 though both gentlemen had heard ſufficiently of ſo 
bad a woman being at Layton. The chearfal meal 
paſt with that mutual ſatisfaction, peace in the 
0 breaſt, and plenty on the board, may be poker 
to inſpire. 
As ſoon as 3 was over, * 200 Dy 
gone; when Mr. Bently, taking hold of herj{brug- 
10 glin Pans hand, adviſed her not to attempt walking by 
pberſelf. Alarmed, ſhe begged to know what ſhe 
had to fear? 2 ſweet maid,” anſwered he; 
XX why your dangers are ſo maniſold I can, haft 
repeat them all: in the firſt place, here 1 18 125 
Roger Bently, a hale widower of ſeventyithece, 
1 4 8 fin Rn ſtrangely tempted to un away wh 
pou; then you are convicted on the evidence of 
e the. is of: the women, and the. admiration of 
Vor. ; 4 


the 


chearful company) was a good-hearted old man, 


2; | K N N A. 


_« defty; the firſt rn cannot take + froth ; 
© the two laſt they will contrive ſo to 8 
& you will not yourſelf know them to be your 
« own; and laſtly,” continued he, lowering his 
voice, “ there is a certain handſome libertine, of , 
" horſe-whipping memory, whoſe violence, more 
“& pleaſing, is confequently more dangerous than 
* "EE 
Anna had no idea this was the perſon on whom 0 
Edwin had wrecked his diſappointment and ill hu- 
mour; her ſurpriſe at his odd accoſtment was not 
1o great as at that diſcovery; Mrs. Wellers, laugh- - 
ing, ſaid, then if the fair damſel was in ſuch dan- % m 
ger, it would be quite in his way to ſtand forth 7 
the champion of innocence—* Is the really in- on de 
* 'nocent,” peat Oy with a ſigniftcant ear. Ih 7h 
meltneſs “ | 1 
386 You toe the company the win” 10 Mrs. 
. — FP viking 
& fe t the reproof, and ge 4 - 
fig 9 towel 2 a grin —— 4 7 
venitured out) hard on the ground, told her he 
Would be her champion and her friend as long, and 1 
in longer than the deſerved it. This rough kind- 
neſs alarmed Anna ſo much, that ſhe was not ca- 
Pable of making him any anfwer, nor did ſhe find 5 of 
- K&ffelf much eaſier by his: reſolution of walking 
Bonne with her. Mrs. Wellers, who knew the 8 
1eſs of Mr. Bently's heart (which under the | i 
appearance of miſanthropy and obftinate poſitive- 
© nefs;veiled a ſenſibility which was often painful to 1 
 "Mimſaf; and a penerofity that was felt by every | E vidtn 
| {be be could aſſiſt, without being hurt 44 1 
ateful acknowledgments) was” rejoiced at 
de Fair ble impreffion the ſaw be had received | 
"of our Vereine ; and willing to mera 4 ey | 
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ality ſo viſible, ſaid they could all walk home with 
Þ — & -but come, Miſs Manſel,“ ſaid ſhe, © You 
1 6 ſhall give Mr. Bently a ſong.” Our herame 
e, 1 4 as too Leenüble of her friend's kind intentions 
towards her, to heſitate at complying with her 
3B! 19 requeſt ; though very much againſt her inclina- 
tions in the preſent inſtance; ſhe ſung therefore, 


E ;enthy s eyes bore witncl to the 90 of the 
words, and the melody of the voice tranſported him 
out of himſelf—<© Do take notice, madam Wel- 


h- | c lers, ſaid he, half ſobbing, © I will have no 
an- more of this Fu ſongs; I did not promiſe to 
rth make a fool myſelf ; but I ſuppoſe you un- 
in- derſtand muſic; do you play, Miſs ?”—©*« When 
dar⸗ſhe can get an inſtrument.” ſaid Mrs. Wellers— 
—— 6 nod from Bently was all his anſwer. 
Ars. They ſet out for the village in high good hu- 


'F KDour, Bently inſiſtin ing on Anna's leaning on his 
4 | 5 rm, and were as cordially received by Dalton and 
is family, whoſe aſſiduities with reſpect to our 
teroine were equally new and unaccountable— 
IIxs. Dalton blamed her for walking in the heat, 
3 4 for alarming them by her long abſence—She 
as Peggy s dear Miſs Manſel ; be their obliga- 
1 50 5 Mrs. Wellers, for her kindneſs, were 
1 1 r n 5 
7 Fee whoſe religion conſiſted in the mere pri- 
e practice of a particular kind of love to his 
i low creatures, without ever entering the door of 
Ne hurch or meeting, except Eaſter, Whitſun, and 
0 Fbriſtmas days, held Dalton and all his TeQ (his 
Fiend Wellers only excepted) in contempt and diſ- 
, while that good man looked on Bently with 
"| i bree as a reviler of religion, a prophaner of 
Ne ſabbath (as he 1 more than once oy” ſuf. 


1 1 
fered ſome young people he had invited to his 
houſe to ſtrike up a dance in his hall after tea, on 
a Sunday evening, ) and an outcaſt of heaven. 
Few civilities were likely to take place between 
two people ſo oppoſite in their inclinations to each 
other; Mr. Bently hardly ſat down ; he ſtaid only 
to bid Anna be ſure to ſeek a friend at the Abbey 
Mrs. Wellers was as little diſpoſed to prolong 
her ſtay; they were therefore ſoon at liberty to 
open to their ward the ſplendid fortune that awaited 
her acceptance: Sms; 


'C BH AP, ; yt, 


gave them ſuch evident pleaſure, than at the man Hr. 
ner of ſuch a propofal's being made; but while he andi 


whole heart rejected, with antipathy and contempt. pn; 


the moſt diſtant idea of ſuch an union, ſhe had he Prege 
doubts of its being ſeriouſly intended by Lon me 


— . WE: 
Sutton. Perfect maſter of diſſimulation ſhe knew 


A N N A. 4 
over and over it was true, that ſhe: would certainly 
de a great lady; hoped ſhe would get Mr. Dalton 
a living 3 take Peggy to wait on her, and Billy a 
een place 3. 12 in the exciſe; and 0 0 Sally, and 
Jenny, into ſomething or other; thoſe aſſurances, 
Rand thoſe expectations, were echoed by all pre- 
ent: ſhe. interrupted not the volubility that: ap- 
peared to have taken poſſeſſion of the family; but 
reſerved her ſentiments for the event, as ſſie was 
bid to expect the avowal of that great and good 
man's affection the next day: the: evening paſſed 
in the utmoſt harmony; a bottle of Mrs. Babon 
peſt currant wine added to their hilarity, and they 
kretired to. dream of livings and fat capons. 
Before the family were aſſembled to breakfaſt 
—pext morning, a ſervant arrived with the following 


+ 


4 
—_ 


+3 To Miſs M AN SEL. 
0 cc MaDpam, 
Nance 1 : « Were not thoſe ſentiments of tenderneſs I 


% 
45 


in . I wiſh the matter concluded immediately; 
ber. Dalton 8 the writing, and I will fol- 
Pw this note if (which I think cannot be doubted) 
our anſwer be propitious ; till when, | | 
| N I am, my lovely girl, | 
4: + our devoted _ 
AE? SUTTON.” 


6 A N _ A@ 

While Anna was peruſing this proud offer, the 
Daltons were impatient to foe, to congratulate her 

and themſelves, to ſpeak confirmation of their own 
hopes, and to aſſiſt in raifing hers ; they were 
ſeized with wonder at her ftay above ſtairs; the 
ſervant was very courteouſly aſked to walk in and 

ſit down, and divers queſtions aſked about his good 
Lord. At length Mrs. Dalton's impatience car- 

ried her up ſtairs, ſhe found our heroine in the 77 
act of ſealing a letter, which, with great compo- 7% 
{ure, ſhe directed to Lord Sutton, and then acc. 
companied her down. The perſon who brought 
the letter, was the great man's great man, * 38 


ſervant out of livery, and the ſame on whoſe ſaga- 7 
city his Lordſhip depended ſo much, at the time 7 
he was ſo good as to ſend our young heroine into 
the world for experience. He was vaunting his me 
own importance to the gaping Dalton and his ſim- t.! 
pering daughter, when Mrs. Dalton entered, fol- d 


towed by Anna, the good creature not forming an fro 
idea a Lord could be rejected, ſtill running on ti 
in her caſtle-building proviſion for her family, Tay 
bleſſing the accident that threw the lucky orphan in pf! 
7 onrnant vor oe Ct... WA 
_ The ſervant who had not the leaſt recolleQtion 8 
of her perſon, ſtood up, at their entrance, with 
the utmoſt reſpect, and received her letter for his 
maſter with a ſervility in his manner that ſnewed 
his penetration; a treaty with fo, beautiful. a cr. 
ture, bore omens of the good fortune of the nego- 

_ ciation which this truſty domeſtic, knew, how to WW 
make uſe of. As ſoon as he was gone from the 
door, every mouth was open with inquiries of the 

contents of the letter, and her anſwer, which laſt 
Mr. Dalton hinted he might have been conſulted 
on; ſhe produced the letter, he read it twice over, Wt 
making remarks as he went on, expatiating on the 
- generoſity, the goodneſs of heart, the franknels of 7 
99 800 diſpoſition, 
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the _Þ diſpoſition, and above all, the humility of the wri- | 
her ter, whoſe praiſes were echoed by his wife and 
own daughter, Well, my dear girl,” ſaid Mrs. Dal- 

vere ton, © now your anſwer ; I long to ſee that; I am 
the ( fure it is clever, you have fuch a knack at your 
and pens” the preſented a paper with the rough 
ood copy, but it is not in the power of pen to paint the 
ar. 7 inſtant change of countenance, the ſurpriãe and 
e dejection of one part, the rage and malice of the 
| f If 15 other, when Dalton read the following ir +680 
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ught 7 
ſaga- 
time 

into ⁵⁶ 
g his 

 fim- 
from a man who, unprovokedly, could fo: effen- 
tially injure an innocent orphan, can be either 
gdagreeable or eligible, in the common occurrences 
pf life, much leſs when the ſacred union of mar- 
e in propoted. s. 
My Lord, I really have the prudence to ſet too 
1 ar a value on my own peace and happineſs, to 
ſlacrifice either to your imaginary generoſity ; nor 
will (I truſt) the gratitude of my diſpoſition be 
called for in the acknowledgment of any farther 


c My Lord, wt 


favour conferred by your Lordſhip on, 


and his wife's face exhibited a variety of colours; 
be! ſpite and fury darted their rays from the eyes of 
2n ta" Feggy; but ſpeech was denied to them all. 
els of EE” n 


— 


Anna naturally concluded their own views might 
lead them to wiſh to ſee a perſon on whom, ſhe 
confeſſed, they had many claims, in a ſituation to 
repay them every obligation; but ſhe had no ſuſ- 
picion they would look on her as a paſſive machine, 
to work their own advantage with; little leſs could 
ſhe expect the ſcene that followed: Wretch,” 
cried Dalton, at laſt, © and have you, then, dared 
© to ſend this ſcrawl to that worthy nobleman ; 
* who, ungrateful fool, doſt thou think is bound 


c 


pay what the law will enforce for thy mainte- 
* nance and bringing up, which I now demand, 
© and will inſtantly employ an officer to arreſt thee 
% for; you ſhall go, madam, to jail, and ſee if 
de there, in want of food, raiment, and every ne- 
4 ceflary of life, you will find another Dalton !” 
With theſe words he went haſtily out of the room, 
leaving Anna a ſtatue of ſurprize and terror ; it 
was now her turn to be dumb, tears were likewiſe 


denied her; ſhe already ſaw herſelf in the rude 7 TP 


hands of bailiffs, and anticipated the terror of the 
priſon ſhe was threatened with. Mrs. Dalton, 
though ſhe had no idea, her. huſband could really 
intend a meaſure her conſcience told her was at 


to ſupport thy up-ſtart pride, or how wilt thou 


* 


once barbarous and unjuſt, was, in reality, ſo 
much diſpleaſed and hurt herſelf that ſhe the re- 
dier adopted the conduct he had aſſumed, though *# 


at the ſame time, ſhe was ſure it was merely meant 4 f 
to intimidate her. Peggy, the unfeeling Peggy, 
forſook the cauſe of her youth and ſex, to vent the 


moſt cruel reprozches for Anna's ungrateful return i 
to her father's charity, and reviled her, in the bit- 
tereſt terms, for her pride and poverty; adding 


every inſult ty and ill- nature could invent to 88 
h t is not probable an early period 
would have been put to her eloquence, had it not 


her invectives. 


been interrupted by the ſudden fall off the chair, 
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where ſhe ſat, of the unhappy object to whom it 
* was addreſſed. | TT | 

Pale and motionleſs, when they beheld her at 
their feet, fright and terror took the place of an- 
ger; and dear ſelf being ſtill the object in view, 
operated now as ſtrongly in their endeavours to 
recover, as it had before done in reducing her to 
the ſituation ſhe was then in; they got her laid on 
a bed, unlaced, and almoſt waſhed her with hartſ- 
born in vain. From the inſtant Dalton left the 


BOS 
* * * 
85 5 


0 
* 
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room, her ſenſes forſook her, nor had ſhe been ſen- 


8 ſible of a ſingle reproach from either mother or 
daughter. To their mutual conſternation and diſ- 
may, they found every effort to reſtore her to life 
ineffectual; they ſent to every probable place after 
Dalton; he was not to be found. They then be- 
EY gan to have the moſt alarming fears fer her life, 
and at length ſent for Dr. Collet; his ſkill and at- 

= tention, in half an hour, brought her to the ap- 
pearance of ſenſe; but her perfect recovery was 


bs 


1 e o 
preceded by a violent burſt of hyſterics. Coller 


2 
een, 


her, ſhe had ſo much the peculiar happineſs of 
bearing in her. open countenance the traits of in- 
nocence and ingenuity, that Collet became an in- 
© ſtant convert Hh, 85 looks: he aſked, with the voice 
of kindneſs, how ſhe found herſelf, and whether 
there was any thing in his power, as doctor, or 


A 
4 

Fs 

oo 


(elf of his friendſhip, nor did ſhe-chuſe wholly to 


5 
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10 AN N 
decline it: ſhe earneſtly begged, then, to be left to 
herſelf, which was complied with on 


Mrs. Dalton with ſome difficulty. —=_ 


CAT wx: 
The Elopement. 
1 T was b this time three o'clock, and no Dalton 
returned ; 


ſpeakable: at firſt it occurred to her ſhe migh 
to Mrs. Wellers', but as that ſtep could not fail to 


enrage Dalton, what could ſhe hope from it but to i 


be torn from her protection, or to be a tax on the 
generoſity of people who were little more than 
ſtrangers to her, to pay his demand. Tf the idea 
of Mr. Bently's particular charge preſented itfelf, 


tit was accompanied by the ſame conclufion, and 


her return to Mr. Manſel was, for that reaſon, ren- 
dered impracticable; but to continue under the 
roof of a man who could ſuffer ſuch a thought to 
enter his heart againſt her, was to put herſelf en- 
tirely in his 


ower. 
unfortunate For that paſſionate lover, that he ne- 


ver obtruded on the thoughts of his fair miſtreſs, | 


unattended by ſome very untoward circumſtance 
by way of concomitant to the antipathy ſhe felt 
for him. | | EP 

' carded by Mrs. Melmoth, he was the perſon to 


whofe baneful influence ſhe attributed that miſ- 
fortune; when ſhe loft the favour of Lady Edwin, 


be was the ſuſpected, though ſecret enemy; and 


how when her heart was breaking with grief and 
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the part of 


er dread of his re- appearance was un- 
k go 
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As to Lord Sutton, it was 


* 


3 ” I 2 oe 2 
; 58 No 88 


7 
When little more than an infant, ſhe was diſ- 


Rey 4 
$1 he 1 
„ 
. 
bY e 4 


5 
"I 
5 


5. 

2] 

f * 

1 

. 140 
* 

1 
4 * 


1 2 
. 
IS > 
\ Oo. i 1 
NY 4 
y 22 


apprehenſion, 


W. 
e 


* 


1 


"5H FD 
ACS 
* 4 
3 


1 
8 

** 

rat 


U 


* » 


- 3 * my” 
S AX n 2 2 S 
SR 8 2 * 2 SIT ns os out. 
— ES NES AIR 


W597 AS x . 
EE eee e eee 


. 

3 3 II COW $: 

8 22 8 * Yi Mx an, Bye 5, n 3 5 2 
S rr OS 
r N CONES roo” 


PNS 4 8 


8 8 


S 


. 


. 11 


to apprehenſion, her miſery originated with Aan; and 
could any circumſtance on earth induce her to he- 
ſitate one moment, whether to reject, at all riſks, 
or unite herſelf, for life, to a being ſhe held with 
o much be; in Ke ? His the determined 
never to be; and no way offering to her imagina- 
tion to avoid him but flight, it no ſooner ſtruck her 
as her only reſource, than ſhe inſtantly reſolved to 
put it into execution; but here again à thauſand 
= difficulties oceurred ; ſhe was wholly without ac- 
7 quaintance, deſtitute of friends, and had very little 
money, not a creature in the created ſpace of na- 
lton ture could ſhe apply to for protection or aſſiſt ance; 
22 nevertheleſs, the alternative was too horrible to ſuf- 
fer her to deliberate, her part was to reſolve, 1 
Ihe, ſtage, ſhe recollected, paſſed towards Lon- 
don at five o'clock ; could ſhe but reach that ſhe 
woculd have hope. Mrs. Wellers was in London, 
on the inquiries after her character in Groſvenor 
ſquare; to her ſhe might eaſily write, and by that 
means put it out of the cruel Dalton's power to be 
27 troubleſome to her friends; the idea that again 
brought Dalton and his threats to her mind, was 
ſo terrible, all fear of danger, all dread of throw- 
ing herſelf among ſtrangers vauiſhed : of the 
wickedneſs and villainy every where to be mot 
with in the metropolis del had heard, but it muſt 
be bad, indeed, if in any part worſe. men than 
Sutton, or more barbaraus than Dalton were to 
be found; the leaſt delay might put it out of her 
once ower to eſcape; he might now he coming to put 
threats in executiqn-; that very night might be 
= Tn from whence the could not be 
ut at the expence of every thing dear 
to ber; no time WAS en left for conade-- 
Her bed rom luckily RIAL e ks. | 
and what elſe of value the could call dier = ; al 
allily 


12 1 
haſtily packed up a couple of gowns, ſome linen; 
and a few valuables, the late property of the de- 
ceaſed Mrs. Manſel; that done, the doctor's 
friendly offer recurred to her —_—__ ſhe begged 


the maid to call him without diſturbing her miſ- 


treſs, who was at dinner; the girl, who very much 
reſpected her, obeyed, and Collet was introduced 
alone to his fair patient. 

-advanced, her natural timidity gave way to the 
urgency of her affairs, ſhe therefore inſtantly aſked 
him if he was in earneſt in his offers to ſerve her ? 
Upon his word he was. 


% Well, then,” Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © it is of the 


« laſt importance to me to be able to quit this 
-« place directly: I have not a moment to loſe, 
nor a friend in the world; I am in debt to Mr. 
„ Palton more than is in my power to pay, but I 
leave things of value behind me, thoſe trunks 
c are all full of good cloaths, given me (burſtin 
« into tears,) by a dear friend who loved me: 
« have no with but to ay as far as all I have will 
t go 3 will you, Sir, be ſo good as to put your 

' ſeal on them for that purpoſe ?” I will do any 


thing you wiſh me, ſaid the good natured 


Collet, greatly moved. —* God reward you, Sir,” 
anſwered ſhe : one favour more I have to aſk, 
„ which is, your advice how I ſhall convey this 
bundle to the ſtage, unſeen by the family.” —“ I 
will ſend my boy,” returned Collet, throw it 
cut of the back window, he ſhall receive and 
-« carry it round the corner, whither you had beſt 
ee follow the moment you can get out. 
Mrs. Dalton now coming up, the doctor took 
-himfelf off, firſt giving a * 5 lance at the 
window. When he was gone, Mrs. Patton began 
to wonder what was become of her huſband, 


= 744 


here he could be gone, and on what errand; for 


whatever 


Her terror and agitation increaſing as the day 


\ a; 
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be ſure it was a very 
young perſon they had brought up as their own, 


SS MN M4 9 


whatever he might ſay in his paſſion, ſhe was ſure, 
except very much provoked indeed, he would ne- 


ver take the ſtep he had threatened Anna with; to 
rievous thing to have a 


and loved ſo well, turn out ſo obſtinate, ſelf willed, 


and blind to her own intereſt, as well as theirs; 
and after always behaving ſo well to her, to have 
ber refuſe an offer that would be the making of 
them all; but ſhe hoped, on ſeriouſly conſidering 


— 


blended her happineſs ſo entirely with the intereſt 


F; Hof her own family, that ſhe perſuaded herſelf it 


33 
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was one and the ſame thing, and her intreaties 
. Anna had the 
entleſt of human hearts, every inſtance of mater- 
nal tenderneſs now returned to her memory; ſhe 
recollected, with gratitude and affection, the ex- 
poſed ſtate of her infancy, and candidly owned to 
"= Herſelf the hopes entertained of the aggrandize- 


means, were natural; and, therefore, in conſe- 
gquence, the diſappointment bitter: ſhe was now, 


for the laſt time, perhaps, with a perſon who had 


been to her a careful good woman; it was yet in 


rewarding the care taken of her helpleſs years; or 
it was yet in her choice to abandon what had been 


to her a parental roof, and by expoſing herſelf to a 


pityleſs world, encounter evils of which ſhe had 
but a faint idea——her coward heart ſhrunk from 
the trial. But what was the dreadful alternative? 


it probable he would forego a ſcheme, which, 


zer power to ſatisfy her own feelings, by amply 


— 


the importance and advantage of Lord Sutton's 
love, Anna, her dear Anna, wculd think better of 
it. The good woman who really loved our heroine, 


ent of their family through ſuch unexpected 


Lord Sutton, proud, deſigning, and vindictive, was 


ie own note, it was proved, had coſt him o 


Lear, or would he not rather ſeek revenge for the * 
3 indignity 


14 *; NN 8 
indignity offered his pride? Intereſt ſhe well knew = 
to be the god of Dalton's idolatry : fo rich, fo 2 
powerful a man, whoſe very name carried a taliſ- 
manic influence with narrow. minds, wanted not 
the means, and it was idle to think he would 
want inclination, to prevail on him to act as he 
directed; the cruelty of his diſpoſition ſhe knew, 
and dreaded being its victim ; but to marry him, 
or indeed any other man but one in the world, ſhe 3 

would die firſt; and again, the terrors ſhe before 
felt at the thoughts of Dalton's return, ſeized her, | 
which, on her Ra forbid walking in the air, in- 
creaſed to ſuch a degree, it was with great diffi- 
culty ſhe was kept from fainting ; ſhe then begged 
to be left to reſt, as ſhe was too weak, and too 
much exhauſted for converſation. Mrs. Dalton, 
with her natural good humour, deſired her to think 
on what ſhe had ſaid, and put it in her power to 
inform Mr. Dalton, when he came home, of her 
reſolution to apologize to Lord Sutton for the 
rude and improper letter ſhe ſent him. Anna's 
eyes filled with tears as Mrs. Dalton affeQtionately 3 
embraced her at parting ; again her reſolution 
wavered—when caſting her eye towards the win- 
dow, ſhe ſaw- Collet's lad; that inſtant, therefore 
was the criſis of her fate; no time muſt be loſt in 
deliberation ; ſhe threw out the bundle, and re- 
commending herſelf and her cauſe to the protec- wel 
tion of heaven, ſtole down, unperceived, through ⁵ 
a back door, into a lane, from whence a foot-path 
croſſed a field, out of the fight of the houſe, and 
led to the high road; at the ſtile ſhe found the 
lad waiting with her chings, and in half a minute 
the Rage, which Collet had ordered to ſtop there, 
drew up; fortunately it had no other he; ; YE 
the haſtily got into it, and drawing up the ſhutter, 
which was half wood and half vials, ook breath. 
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The Storm. 


| 11 N the firſt hurry of Anna's fpirits, ſhe knew 


not whether to lament or rejoice at the ſucceſs of 


her ſcheme ; her unfriended fituation, and total 
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| ignorance of any part of London, but that leaſt 
eligible for her to be ſeen in, or any one perſon to 


: 4 
Oe 
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This new plan, aided by the reg Ker her 
imagination at the dreary proſpect before 
well nigh been adopted, when over the top of the 


7 
h 


hom, in her preſent ſituation, ſhe could properl 
ply, ſo ſhocked her imagination, that the coact 


no ſooner moved off than her courage failed; fear 
and apprehenſion tempted her to return; ſuppoſe 
he went to Mrs. Wellers only to 


whether a 
an, who had brought her up with his own chil- 


garen, could really be fo cruel, ſo inhuman; or 
whether his threats were not, as Mrs. Dalton ſaid, 
tte effects of paſſion, which would be forgot when 
hat was over; at worſt, ſhe could but leave the 


Hill privately, if he perfiſted in his demands. 
r, had, 


tter, as ſhe was going to caft a wiſhful look on 
"A 


chink of ſome place, where ſhe might be for the 


'y 
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16 N 
well as thoſe to which ſhe might be ſtill liable: 
after turning in her mind every poſſible means of 
procuring a ſafe and creditable lodging, ſhe was 
obliged to leave that effential point to chance. 

It was about half paſt ſix when the ſtage got to 
Whitechapel ; the firſt ſtand they came to, ſhe de- 
ſired the driver to call her a hackney coach, and 
changed her vehicle without having yet determined 
where to go; after being repeatedly aſked by the 
coachman where he was to drive, not being able 

to recolleCt any other place, ſhe anſwered Weſt- 
minſter—*© Weſtminſter !” repeated the man, is | 
a large place - you may as well order me to drive i 
% to London — What part muſt I go to?“ This 
queſtion, fimple as it was, confuſed and diſturbed 
her; after ſome heſitation, ſhe anſwered © "The # 
Abbey. — The man mounted his box and drove 
off. Every ſtep they went filled her with unſpeak- 
able apprehenſions they ſhould ſoon reach their 
journey's end: where upon earth could ſhe go 
then, whoſe exiſtence ſeemed of conſequence to no ü 
creature living: even the ſhelter of an hackney "Mm 
coach had a degree of comfort attending it; yet of 
that ſhe ſhould ſoon be deprived. Every buſy face 
ſhe pafled, however mean their appearance, were 
objects whoſe fituations were in compariſon of | 
hers, enviable—They had a home; they had con- 
nections; they were not deſtitute of the endearing M8 
ties of blood: even the wretched wanderer, who M8 
knows not where to lay his head, could ſhare his 
miſeries with parents, children, or ſome kind re- 
latives, who would feel for, if they could not re- 
lieve bis diſtreſs. In the midit x thoſe unſup- 
portable reflections, it began to thunder and lighten, 
the rain poured in torrents from the heavens, and 
the coachman, impatient himſelf to obtain ſhelter 
from the weather, drove on at a furious rate - 
Anna was naturally terrified at thunder; it was a 
Hoa: | weaknets 
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fyveakneſs ſhe was particularly ſubject to; but at 
this period, the terror of the ſtorm, loſt in the 
Pore ſhocking ſituation of her mind, was not at- 
ended to, till turning the corner of a narrow 
to Mreet, which the coachman had choſen to cut the 
de- Fay as ſhort as poſſible, one of the hind wheels 


ew off and the coach inſtantly overturned : pro- 
ned Fidentially ſhe received no hurt, but what was the 
the fect of the fright, and that was much leſs than it 
able pyould have been, had ſuch an accident happened 
p her in leſs diſtreſſed circumſtances.—People 


he thankfully accepted her civility, and was con- 
2 go gucted through a ſmall ſhop into a ſmaller par- 
no gur, where ſat a young woman in mourning, who 
ry good-naturedly offered her chair, and afliſted 
ide woman of the ſhop. in her civilities : the tears 
face Anna, whoſe inward agitation was far greater 
an her apparent cauſe, were no longer to be 
eſtrained; ſhe wept violently ; and having given 
hat ſeaſonable vent to her emotions grew more 
ympoſed. The firſt thing that then ck her, 
Jas the bundle, which in her confuſion ſhe had 
rgot to take out of the coach, but entirely igno- 
ent of the villany practiſed conſtantly in the 
ot re- Metropolis, without feeling the leaſt alarmed, ſhe 
o directed her attention to the carriage. 

A mob had by this time ſurrounded it, the 
oachman had taken off the horſes, and was going, 
he ſaid, to aſk his maſter's-direCtions: about the 
ach, when he was ſtopped to give an account ed 
4} 4. |; | the 
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18 | N NX. 8 
the lady's bundle: the man either had not ſeen it, 
or counterfeited it very well, for he directly re- 
turned and ſearched every part in and about tjge 
coach, without ſucceſs; it was not to be found. 
When this unfortunate circumſtance was told 
Anna, ſhe actually gaſped for breath, and for ſone 
moments her eountenance, ever expreſſive of the # 
feelings of her heart, looked the moſt poignant 8 
_ deſpair. A watch, two guineas, and a mourning 
ring, was her whole poffeſſion—Without a fingle 
change of any ſort, a friend to ſpeak to, or home 
to receive her, ſhe found herſelf very much indi- 
poſed; had uncommon pains in her head and. 
limbs, and the accumulating misfortunes that fol- 
lowed her, fo affected her, ſhe thought her woes 
were drawing to a period Not able to ſtand, the 3% 
ſunk to the ground, exclaiming, God be merciful 
to me! What is to come next! The women in | 
yam attempted to ſooth and pacify ber; the agi- 2% 
tation of her mind, the adventures of the day, and 
the uncertainty of what might yet happen before 
the cloſe of it, added to an uncommon heat and 
drought, which increaſed every moment, induced ne 
her willingly to accept of the humane offer made . 
her by Mrs. Hughes and the young woman I men- 
tioned, to lie down on the bed, where ſhe preſent- 3% 
—9 into ſo ſound a ſleep it was not eaſy to awake 
The hoſpitable women gave themſelves no other 
concern, as the night came on, about their gueſt, e 
than what the idea of the ſufferings of the friends 2 
of ſo amiable a creature on her ſtaying out, ſug- 
geſted, I have ſaid, Anna's countenance always 
made her friends; they were charmed with her 
looks and manner, nor could they refrain as the 
py 4 , admiring the beauty of her perſon— 


e middling claſs they were ſure ſhe was; 


her dreſs was perfectly genteel and good, though WF 
| plain, 
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plain, it was indeed the very Circaſhan deſcribed 
by Miſs Bibins 


A large black bonnet and cloak, 
morning cap, and hair quite undreſſed, half hid 
he elegance of her figure, when ſhe entered the 


Houſe; but when theſe were removed, ſhe ap- 


- > 


ſhe really was, a moſt perfect 


At midnight ſhe awoke; but what was the con- 


ſternation of the women to find her totally inſenſi- 
1 z | | 2 | 
ple to every thing around her, and burning hot; 
they immediately ſent for a K apothe- 
pary, who pronounced her in a 

ive kind. | / 


ever of the wrup- 


* 


The diſtreſs of the women may be conceived, 


When in addition to the ſmall hopes he gave of her 
2 q 

_ZFecovery to ſenſe, before the turn of her diſorder, 
heir ſearch, which was made in his preſence into 
Her pockets, left them in entire ignorance of her 


Family, friends, and connections—In this dread- 
ul ſtate, Providence threw our heroine on the be- 


pevolence of people, whoſe goodneſs of heart and 
Jumane diſpoſition were ſuch, that power only 


fas wanting to render them of the greateſt benefit 


A. 41 7 » WS 

a ſociety. | | N | e | 
Mrs. Hughes was a young widow, whoſe con- 
perns had brought her to I.ondon for a few weeks, 
ond 


 . 17 ones 
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had accidentally taken that lodging; ſhe de- 
Hlared, ſhe would not only give up her bed to the 


ppothecary engaged his conſtant attendance. In 
his ſtate. of inſenſibility, happy to her, we muſt. 
bow leave our heroine, and return to our friends 
t Layton. | 5 
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A mole Mind in Diſtreſs. 
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Wu EN Dalton went out in the morning, 
his firſt aim was to overtake the ſervant who car- 
ried Anna's anſwer to her noble lover; rage gave 
him ſtrength, and between walking and running, 
he reached the manſion of Lord Sutton within one 
minute after the man got admittance—The next 
thing was to endeavour to ſoſten the harſh ungrate- | 
ful letter his Lordſhip had juſt received. He was 
ſhewn into the library, where he found that flower 
of nobility, trying to hide his mortified vanity and 
anger, under the appearance of contempt. © Very 
« well, Mr. Parſon,” ſaid he, with the open letter 
in his hand, „upon my honour this ſame ward of, 

ao uh does you infinite credit.” © My Lord, I 7 

“ beg, I entreat your Lordſhip,” bowing to the 78 
very ground“ Oh, pray ſay no more; the ug . 
« is at an end; I ſhall certainly not trouble Miſs | 
é“ any more: yet,” —ſwearing pretty roundly, * a 
“ man of my rank, my connections, my fortune 
« and figure in the world, to be refuſed by a 
« wench with not a fixpence—but it is now plain 
« ſhe was undone; that Welch fellow had: cer- 

“ tainly got her; it was impoſſible ſhe'could elſe 8 
c have been ſo blind to the honour he had done g: 
6 her; but ſhe would dearly repent it” « That 
66 ſhe ſhall, indeed my good Lord,” anſwered mn 
Dalton; © if your Lordſhip gives her up, ſhe ſhall a 
« rot in a jail.” At this threat, the noble munifi- 
cent countenance of the peer brightened up: he 
1 1 +: 5 agreed, | 
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. 21 
ed, ſhe deſerved no favour either from his 
ood friend or himſelf, nor ſhould ſhe find any; 
put when he was acquainted with what had paſſed 
in the morning, he blamed Dalton for his well- 
meant zeal; wiſely concluding, if there really was 
connection between her and Edwin, it was likely 

he would be applied to by her, on ſuch an exi- 
*Xpence : however, after many arguments pro and 
con, it was determined Dalton ſhould ſue out a 
writ againſt Anna for one hundred and fi 
pounds; and take down an officer, in order, if 
"mg circumſtances ſhould. render it neceſſary, to oblige 
"8 per to return with him to town, and his Lordſhip 


1 
* 4 


- £8 
_— 
OT 


— 


- 
Bret * EO 2 
8 Wn NY 
Scr 


* — ks 
1 Hs 
7 


Wy. > 

8 
EE 
2 > - x > = 

8 FIN 


lated, by our heroine, her terror at the ep ſne 


coach and wait at the King's Head. FL; | 
Mrs. Dalton and Peggy were at tea, when this 
unexpected honour dropped in on them; grievous 
vas the tale they had to relate—The ſhock poor 
Anna had received dwelt too ſtrongly on Mrs. 
Dalton's mind, not to be repeated with ſincere 
diſtreſs; and Lord Sutton was warned by a look 
from the huſband, not to truſt her with any more 
Gall i ft of their intentions than could be avoĩidet. 
.c Mortified and enraged, as was that nobleman, 
he could not help betraying different emotions, 
during her account of the pitiable fituation of bis 
—_ 1 lovely 


— 


tt — 


——— ͤ——ͤ— ee 
— 


— _ 6: 
_— + 
— + {yer 
—— —————— ——— — — — . WED as. 
— — — 3 — 


—̃ Gp o—_— OOO. — 5 — . — — 2 —-— — 4 i 
= ” — — « am—athn Wa * - — 


— — 
© — 4 


— — — - 


— - —— 
—— — 


—— 


— 


— , ,, , f ˖— ie 


= — cms 9 
e — m re er 
— 
> : 
1 0 
* - 
= 


—_— 4, 


" 
% 
» 


_ 
6— ns 5, — z 
ets — — — — — 4 — — —— — : g : " 
g = — Re * . —— 2 — 

* —_— 9 — 2 1 — * —— — — — . MI; 8 0 5 
* gy * "> —_— IRC - —— > dt) 1 oy — —— — 1 — 2 = 1 
r — —ñ . oy FAIRS. + * * —— r * in by _—_— = 
— a 2 2 2 — 5 — = 

— ͤmnibj * 2 
TT — — ˙ w . — — — — 8 
* W — — m — ——— — ” _ { — 
4 — —— ” Por” > = — — nec a its * 
TRI 


Mrs. Dalton to aſſure her it ſhould be, i 


was not there. 1 


Oh, Laid Dalton, Pll rouſe her Th warrant. you; 4 
aud going up called loudly on her name at ever, 


"made in the neighbourhood. Mr. Bently's part- W 17 


1A 


lovely 8 to find himſelf, and what was 
more, his fortune, held in contempt, at the ſame 
moment that he yet adored the implacable object, 
who thus dared to reject his love and ſcorn his 
power; to know when they were of the moſt 
conſequence to his peace, all his arts, all his plau- 

fable, Nis ſtudied manceuvres, failed in their ex- 
pected effect, inflicted on him a ſenſible grief; 
and the idea that ſhe who occaſioned it was like- 
wiſe miſerable, . him a malignant pleaſure; 
but again, when fancy brought to his mental view, 
the lovely, the enchanting maid, her in whom all 
his wiſhes centered, Ek with anguiſh, ſinking 


with diſtreſs and fear; feelings of tenderneſs, u- 


ter ſtrangers before to his . e heart, ſoftened 
and unmanned him; equally unable to bear ſenſa- 


tions ſo new, or to exiſt under the torture of 1 


ſaſpence, he deſired to ſee her, and begged 

wiſhed it, the laſt time he would trouble <p . = 
She went up ſtairs, but returned in a ſecond 8 

with a look of conſternation, and told them Anna 


What, was ſhe ſo ſoon recovered, was the out? 


ſtep; in ſhort the apartments, the garden, and 1 ö 
enwirens were all ſearched; no Anna was to be 
found. Well, it was very ſly, Peggy ſaid, but 
„ the was undoubtedly gone 55 Mrs. Wellers.” a 
She was diſpatched to inquire—ſhe had not been 
there—that lady went yy to town and was not = 
returned. a7 

A general council Was now called; and i inquiries ; ther 


ing words were overheard by Peggy—ſhe would W T 


lay her life Anna, was gone to the Abbey, Ano- | i 
a . was {ent there, and returned unſuc- WF 
ve ceſsful. 1 


iries 


Ano- 


Aſuc- 


the morning 
hint of her abſence, at the requeſt of Lord Sutton, 


LH 4 


coeſsful. Lord Sutton could not think of going 


FE v8 46 « 


home on that uncertainty, though his heart ſunk 


* 


_ within him, and jealouſy was among the new and 


fortable inmates of his boſom. „ 
Late in che evening, a meſſage was br 
ring to fee Miſs Manſel in 


3 they avoided giving the ſervant a 


"ZH 
OIL 
SO 
* 1 7 


whoſe pride was gratified in the ſuperior notice 
aken of her he ſo ardently wiſhed to call his own. 


le ſtaid there that night, but without even laying 

own, and reſpect obliged the family to accom- 

pany him. | 5 
Ihe morning 


= 1 


brought him no tanta Tous and 


the anxiety of his ſoul ſo affected his health, and 
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Povered his ſpirits, as rendered him an object truly 


eplorable; he deſired ſome tea, and ordered the 
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Roach to convey him home. 
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Candid Conclufions. 


IVY HILE the tea was getting ready, Mrs. 


Wellers, having heard ſome rumour of the elope- 
ent, which was confirmed by Anna's not comi 


her appointment, walked down to Dalton's: as 


ee had no knowledge of Lord Sutton's perſon, and 
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ither that was not an emblem of his rank and dig- 


,art- Wo pity, or ſhe was ſo ſtupid as not to obſerve it: her 


ould | 


X 


es bruſhed lightly over him to Mrs. Dalton, 


1 is hoſe looks plainly ſpoke her want of reſt, and 


13 
Ki 


Manſel. 


liſturbed mind, ſhe aſked after Miſs 
q Mrs. Dalton 


3 
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Mrs. Dalton burſt into tears; her apprehenſions 
were ſecret but diſmal, and ſhe dreaded every ra- 
at the door would fatally confirm the ſad preſage | 
her mind had formed; her huſband, who now ſaw s 
the matter would become the talk of the place, 
thought to make the beſt of it, by ſaying they had 
a few words, and Miſs Manſel had left them in a 
huff. Mrs. Wellers fighed, but made no com. 
ments on either fide; after a little inſignificant 
chat, ſhe took her leave; it was, ſo much had ſhe 
been influenced in favour of Anna, painful to her 
to encounter the ſurmiſes and hints, ſhe knew F, 
would employ the whole village; ſhe could ſayß . 
nothing in vindication of her favourite, and it was 8 
irkſome to her, to hear condemned a young crea- ?- 
ture who had made fo great an intereſt in her 8 
eſteem in ſo ſhort a time; ſhe, therefore, took the | 
field way home; where, when ſhe arrived 


Mr. Bently was waiting for her. © Why, Madam 8 
“ Wellers,” ſaid he eagerly, © your little friend 
“ is naught at laſt; ſhe is gone off, it ſeems. - 
« Well, well, I have been deceived by man and 
“ betrayed by woman; and fince this girl, whoſe 
© looks carried the innocence of infancy into the 
„ maturity of beauty, has likewiſe impoſed on my 
© hopes, by a falſe appearance, I will no more be b 
“e a dupe to my own wiſhes, but, Madam, can you Mf 
“ ſay nothing for her; will your candour give her 
e up? Do 1 ſomething— for the credit of hu- Wm 
man nature, do—fay this is a curſed ſcandalous 
* place — that the girl is ill uſed, and that ſh: Wn, 
is under your protection for the love oi 
18 | God, do.” | | . | = ; 
__.« I wiſh, Mr. Bently, anſwered the good wo- 
man, I could with truth, ſay all you wiſh in her 
« fayour.” | f e 

«* What, you can't then? and ſhe is not gone 
to your ſon's? Curſed be the arts that . 
a : 8 80 
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ec the faireſt work of heaven; but it is quite over, 
Pie can nothing be done to ſave or to reclaim her? 
ze Half my fortune would I this moment give to 
W e have her now fitting at your right hand in in- 
© e nocence and honour.” 3 
ad , Mrs. Wellers, 'whoſe foul fraught with every 
12 MFirtue of humanity, and all her ſex's ſoftneſs about 
m- t, and whofe attachment to Anna had been as 
pleaſing as ſtrong, was affected beyond exprefſion 
ne t the carneſtneſs of the generous Bentiy; ſhe 
* Dropped a tear which infected her companion. 
At this moment a Mrs. Wilſon was announced; 
Ibis perſon was formerly a ſervant in the family, 
married the coachman, and was at this period miſ- 
eis of the inn heretofore deſcribed ; ſhe was an old 
aid when ſhe entered the holy pale, was then, 
8 d ſtill continued, a woman of that volubility, and 
—Wirſt of knowledge, few things paſſed in the village 
e was not acquainted with, either in the oalblec 
r private tranſactions of its inhabitants; and fewer 
ill ſhe did not repeat with her own comments and 
aditions. She knew Madam Wellers was very 
Fond of the girl at the Methodiſt Parfon's, though 
e had not taken half the notice of a niece of her's 
dee had recommended to ſucceed in her place; her 
Watural love of. goſſip was therefore increaſed 
o motives, one was, a defire of ſhewing 
lr. Wellers how ill-judged her partiality was; 
ee other, a bit of revenge, for her preſuming to 
kc a young perſon into greater favour than Ver 
boreſaid niece; ' ſhe ſtill continued to wafh her 
Witreſs's laces; the excuſe for this morning's call, 
sto know if ſhe wanted any thing done, and 
fore an anſwer could be given, aſked if ſhe had 
teard the news? . 
Mrs. Wellers gueſſed it reſpected Anna, and not 
zeing under any reſtraint with this woman, an- 
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ſwered in the negative, and bid her repeat what ſhe 
had heard: | I LE IE IS nk 
„ Why, dear me, ma'am, that young body at 
«© parſon Dalton's has ſhewn her cloven foot at 
e laſt; in good earneſt ſhe is gone off with tjñge 
„ gentleman, he who uſed you ſo ill, Sir,” curt- "hy 
ſying to Bently: © what a pity it was you was ſo uf 
* deceived in her every 2 f wondered how it al; 
6 could be.” wo „). 
„ That ſhe is gone, ſaid Mrs. Wellers, I 
© believe, but not with any gentleman.” * Ah 
« law, ma' am, well, to be ſure, it's vaſtly good 
6 in you; but indeed 'tis a great pity. Dr. Parker's Y 
« old groom lives with him, and he told my huſ. 
„band and I no longer than yeſterday, what a 
© fine beautiful lady his wife is, and a power of 
% money ſhe brou he him; for my part, I think 


bo 


cc it a ſhame ſuch ſluts are ſuffered to live, I would n his 


« have them burnt alive. There was he in a ihe w. 
c horſeman's great coat, and Tom out of his li- 
e very; 1 agg: knew him, I am ſure, waiting 
“ and peeping about at our houſe, till he got her 
5 off; but it will come home to the hufly, that's a 
« fare thing.” . Ts ooh, 1 
Mrs. Wellers was aftomiſhed—Mr. Bently 
queſtioned her over and over; ſhe varied not; in- 
deed there was little room for variation, as it was loved 


literally true. Mr. Edwin having ſent his valet to many 
reconnoitre, and hearing by him that Anna walked BF Yes, 
alone to the hill, watched for that opportunity of ſhall b 
following and ſpeaking to her; her ſudden ilInels cent o 
reached Mrs. Wilſon, and ſhe, according to cub WM nour : 
tom, ſet it going: Edwin was ſoon informed of an ons at h 
accident that rendered his journey a fruitleſs one, Mut whe; 
nevertheleſs he waited, till by the ſame channel of Mere app, 

intelligence he heard of her recovery, and then re- Npctor, f. 
turned to London. Mr. Bently groaned, and Whicion 
beat a ta-too with his oaken towel ; Mrs. Weller anner of 

| was 
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je v7 was loſt in thought, when Dr. Collet made his ap- 


pearance; and Wilſon was ordered to wait in the 


: 
1 


kitchen. ; 3 

In the aſſiſtance given our heroine, Dr. Collet 
pad been wholly actuated by the divine impulſe of 
"Kumanity and compaſſion; he had not at the time 
4 ffered a thought of the propriety, or even the le- 
Fality of the act to intervene between his philan- 
78 hropy and his prudence; he had folemnly en- 


occurred to him it was proper he ſhould know her 


"IL, Se 
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Ihe whole tranſaction, and to take Mrs. Wellers' 
vice and opinion on it. Mr. Bently and the lady 
ere at firſt barely attentive, but the ſtory ſoon 
ade intereſted auditors, when it was concluded : 
then,” cried Mr. Bently with: tranſport, “ ſhe 
is not at laſt gone with that puppy, and ſhe 
was willing to give up her finery to pay her 
WF debts ? Poor girl, though given by a friend who 
loved her too! Ah, lovely girl, thou wilt find 
many I fear, who will ſupply that loſs, love! 
Yes, the lion loves the lamb to deſtroy it; but it 
ſhall be thine own fault, if, whether now inno- 
cent or guilty, thy future ſteps lead not to ho- 
nour and peace.” Mrs. Wellers' firſt: impreſ- 
ons at hearing Collet's relation, were thoſe of joy; 
t when ſhe laid every circumſtance together, 
ere appeared nothing in her application to the 
tor, for his. aſhſtance, to clear her from the 
ſpicion of going with Edwin; that, and the 
eller {Manner of her departure, at the inſtant ſhe. knew 
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28 . 1 
inquiries were making into her character, was r. 
ther a confirmation of the worſt, and, indeed, w 
one ſtrong reaſon why he was diſſatisfied at his own 8 
conduct, which appeared, on reflection, rather 2 
act of weakneſs than humanity. Not fo, Mr. RF. 
Bently, he was obſtinately bent on retaining even . 
favourable impreſſion of her, and fo peeviſh at ti 
leaſt hint that tended to ſet any part of her condud 
in a blameable light, that Mrs. Weller ſuffered hin z, 
to depart without acquainting him, as the did t 
doctor, with all her reaſons for fearing th: 8 
worſt. | 5 5 1 


CH AP. III. 


French Policy. 
W HE N we left the Edwin family, it was 10 7 FT . 
with the moſt favourable ideas of the ſtabii 8. 
of their friendſhips, or the conſiſtency of the 
ond ttt. CER | . 
Frajan had ſtrong reaſons to fear, as well as 
hate Anna. No ſooner had ſhe ſhut each avenue 
kindneſs to her at Melmoth Lodge, than, inſatia 
in avarice as revenge, ſhe began to conſider how, 4 
every point of view, the innocent girl's ruin cou 1 | 


i | | . if 0 
be turned moſt to her intereſt ; half the money Mn 


: 1 


Melmoth, by deſire of the Colonel, had order 1 1 
ſhe put into her on purſe; void of principle, mi 
deſty or common honeſty, it was not to be expeciſ 
the amiable governante would loſe any opportuniſſ 

of blackening the character of a young creature il 

hal ſo deeply injured, and whoſe return to favo 


. 
8777111 


Sas wo 


A . 29 


' > Fould diſcover her fraud and iniquity; one enor- 


1 tous act of wickedneſs too often is ſucceeded by 
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other; encouraged by the fucceſs, or neceſſitated 
"28 conceal the paſt, the progreſſion of vice, after 
e firſt plunges, becomes not only eaſy, but conveni- 
t: Madame Frajan wanted not theſe inducements; 
Me money was already her own, ſome point lace 
Mrs. Melmoth's became next a temptation, too 
oritingly in her way to be reſiſted ; Anna was 
Iyployed in looking it over the morning of her 
> © miſſion from the Lodge. It was very elegant 
Id valuable, but had it been ten times more ſo, . 
rs. Melmoth would not have thought of demand- 
e it of our heroine before her departure. In a few 
ys, however, the lace was inquired after; the 
uſe was ſearched from top to bottom; it was no 
here to be ſound, —it was certainly ſtole : Frajan 
Wiſted on having her trunks and drawers examin- 
., although, Dieu merci, the had heretofore been 
uſted with jewels to the value of thouſands, and 
guld have her character atteſted by ſome of the 
eit Engliſh ladies; but as it had been her misfor- 
Las ine to be companioned in the manner ſhe had 
tabul ce her reſidence at the Lodge, not only her 
f the Wanks but her perſon muſt be ſearched: in this 
gaſonable requeſt Mrs. Melmoth begged ſhe might 
all means be indulged. No lace could be 


el pund ; and the child, on whom the wind, a few 
n 


Ponths before, was not ſuffered to blow too 


_—_ SPughly; in whoſe boſom vice of any kind had 
n co et found a place, was branded as a thief. Mr. 
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ortun' 
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wo 


8 the tp got abroad, and was implicitly believed 


What he expected : that gallant veteran, though he 
I Af | had 
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had not a doubt about who had really got the lac, 
was pleafed to encourage any report that would wy 
add to the diſgrace of the poor orphan, and for ever 
bar each paſſage, humanity and regret might ele 
have opened, for her re-entrance to favour at Mel. 
Thns, fiſt among the ſervants, then in the vi-. 
lage, from thence into every gentleman's in the ll 
vicinity, from them to the next market town, ani 8 
ſo over the county by degrees, a lamentable ſtor; M8 
of Mrs. Melmoth's robbery, and by whom, wa We! 
circulated, and univerfally believed; with this ſim. 
ple addition, the one ſuit of point was magnifiel r 
into three, to which were added ſome jewels 
at yalue. 1 
This tale at laſt coming to Mr. Melmoth's ear? 
greatly accelerated the diſcharge of ey mk ; bh 
turned her out of the houſe the inſtant he heard i, 
declaring he ſhould as ſoon ſuſpect his own child of 1708 
being diſhoneſt as Anna. Mt 
On Frajan's return to London, ſhe found her 
friend the Colonel in deſpair of recovering the fr. % 
you Anna, but ver 8 civil to ber, though N "BG 


„ 4 
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. chambre to oe having been unfortunately i ime. 3 


views; and ſhe afterwards filled the ſeveral tan 
ons of 4 
Fieure- dancer at the TR houſe, | 1 
Bar-maid at an inn, 
Sultana to the maſter of a ftrolling puppe. 
ſhow, 
* ene at a boarding-ſchool, and 
Houſckeepo|i 


e lace, 


Would 


IT ever 


ht elſe 


t Mel. 


he vil. 
in the 
1, and 
2 ſtor} 288 
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is ſim. 


Tn1fied 
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s ears, 
n; he 


hild o 


d her 


he fu. 


unable 


eel f. 
e pal ne 
pecilia; he artfully exhibited his own riches as a 
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6 3 : 
Houſekeeper to a ſingle gentleman friſeur, from 


"Whom the had received notice to provide herſelf, 
the time her ennobled patron formed the deſign 
61 giving the Coup de Grace to his fortune, carry- 
off, in his fifty-ſixth year, an heirefs under 
-—Wenty-one. | OS 

Lord Sutton was introduced to Lady Edwin and 
er daughter, at a faſhionable aſſembly, where he 
nvited gueſt. The riches of the Edwins 
Pere exaggerated by the world: the economy of 


Fas an 1 


heir well- regulated expences enabled them to do 
© many benevolent, and even magnificent things, 
Kd their payments of all kinds were ſo punctual, 

at, ample as was their fortune, fame doubled it: 
the antient and honourzble houſe of 'Trevanion 
as likewiſe univerſally known and acknowledg- 
0 they were the hrit women at the afſembly, 
id his pride attached him to their party during 
e evening. The weak fide of Lady Edwin was 

Family pride; of her daughter, uy one vanity : 
—ZEord outton's ſtudy was woman's weakneſs, and 


HY 3 


: 
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triumph their folly : he made ſo good a uſe of 
penetration, that he received from Lady Edwin 
eeneral invitation to Groſvenor-ſquare. 

There, in his frequent viſits, he ſaw his way to 


r 


inter. mptation, whereby he might poſſeſs himſelf of 
h her rs; he ſoon became enamoured, he adored, he 
ied iu ed for her; and ſo far ſucceeded, as to obtain 
bliged er permiſſion, to apply to her parents for their 
r ber enſent to his felicity: but Welch obſtinacy was 


„et to be ſubdued by Iriſh fraud; for though he 
ad made himſelf ma 


% 


er of every memorable event 


lady Edwin's family, though he knew the par- 


eulars of all the battels in which her anceſtors 


i pr pad diſtinguiſhed themſelves; and he had the 
rmcely Llewellins, -the heroic Tudors, and the 


gant Hughs, of her race, at his finger's end, it 
: 211 Wo , would 


* 


would not clear, from his own genealogy, the blot 
o 5 

The ſon of an Iriſh adventurer marry into the 
family of 'Trevanion ! the offer was not ſimply re- 


jected, it was an inſult; Lady Edwin would not 


hear it mentioned; ſhe ſhould bluſh to look on the 
buſts of her progenitors after ſo ignominious an 
act: all ſhe could be prevailed on, and that with 
great difficulty, was to conceal her indignation, 
and put a negative on Lord Sutton's propoſal, with- 
out aſſigning any particular reaſon. 


Mortifying as this rejection was, he concealed 


the rancour it occaſioned: the pride of Lady Ed. 


win ſtimulated his own; hers could not be greater 
than his; the difference was, hers was founded on 
a real grandeur of ſoul, that valued the virtues as 


much as the honour of her anceſtors, and piqued 9 


herſelf in equally ſupporting both; his was the 
poor boaſt of riches accumulated with diſgrace, 
and wickedneſs crowned with ſucceſs. Not 2 ; 

wing of bringing the daughter to avenge his 
paar kc the 2 he affected to ſubmit with 
reſpect and patience to a ſentence which robbed 
bim, he ſwore to Miſs Edwin, of more than life. 
Like a philoſopher, while he laid a plan to under- | 
mine parental authority ; like himſelf, with a | 
guarded caution, he continued his 955 in the 
family, paying his devoirs at the ſhrine of vanity | 
and folly, aſſiduouſſy improving every oppor- 
tunity of ingratiating himſelf into the young lady's 
favour. oy PRE et ad nan 

Miſs Edwin began to grow extremely tired of 
reſtraint, though the had as little as moſt ladies oi: 
the age, in her purſe, her dreſs, and her vifitors; 
but the dignity of virtue, and the regular, ho- 
nourable ſyſtem of conduct adopted by her pa- 
rents, forbade the dear flirtation, the polite free- 
dom of ſome part of the beau monde; a 
Dios 1 mamarried 
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blot married lover, for inſtance, Lady Edwin would 
have ſhuddered to have ſeen her daughter ſmile 

the upon; a known libertine ſhe admitted not 

_ "LASER . o 41h 

re- within her doors; and all coquetry the utterly 

not i deſpiſed. ; 
How much more delightful, then, to figure 


3 ö 


72 


gaway as Lady Sutton, accountable to none for her 
vitn actions: as to the old lord, it would be enough 
ion, for him to have the honour of fo fine a creature to 
bear his name, ſpend his fortune, and at times, 
when no more agreeable engagements offered, to 
preſide at his table, without his preſuming to in- 
terfere in her condu pu eee) 
She had nearly brought herſelf to liſten to Lis 
{ propoſals of elopement, when her journey to Bed- 
: fordſhire ſuſpended his operations; but, like a wiſe 
Jued general, Lord Sutton took care to have a friend in 
the garriſon, in the perſon of Madame Frajan, 
vVvhom he procured to wait on the young lady; and 
at the time they returned to town all was ready for 
the laſt ſtep; he was to ſigh, ſwear, and vow;. 
Frajan to plead the cauſe of liberty and pleaſure, 
when vengeance, in the form of an angel, ſtopped” 
his career. TEE yt 
Concluding, as I ſaid before, that Anna was. re- 
ally the daughter of Mrs. Melmoth, and quite out 
of his reach, the deſpair of again meeting ber had 
| conquered the violence of his appetite, without ef - 
facing from his heart the impreſſion of her beauty; 
Anna Dalton was often preſent to his imagination; 


& 
| 


* 


7 her opening charms recurred to his memory, and 


— 


excited deſire, when nothing elſe could. 
When, therefore, this truſty confidant brought 
him the news of her re- appearance, and that, in a 

ho- ituation: to warrant a renewal of his former 
r pa- hopes; the journey te Scotland, the; riches, nor 
free · ¶ the: family of Miſs Edwin, had any longer attrac- 
tions: he liberally rewarded his intelligenccr, and 
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ſent ber home with full inſtructions for her 
conduct, and a promiſe of reward for hey future 
ſervices. 

After reckoning the moments till ten o clock, he 
repaired to Lady Edwin's aſſembly; where the rt = 
fight of Anna, drove every other thought of wo- 
man out of his head; his heart became a willing ü 
victim to the mature lovelineſs of the child he had 
followed with his unhallowed wiſhes; every glance a 
of her eye, every turn of her countenance, and 
every geſture, gave him emotions, both of love if 
and fear; he ſat, indeed, by Miſs Edwin; he at. 
tempted at compliment to (ten but his looks, his de 
achmiration, and his paſſion, were all directed to 
Anna; and his hopes now reſted, with anxious A 
„ on the aſſiſtance of Frajan, whom he fent 

illet to before he left the houſe. wo 

The envy and jealouſy, which had baniſhed Mt 
from Miſs Edwin 's mind, every kind thought of 
the young perfon ſhe had once honoured with her ® 
friendſhip and correſpondence, was increaſed by 
her obſervation of the looks directed from her no- 
ble lover to Anna; pride, in this caſe, was as 
ſtrong an excitement to hatred and diſlike, as in- 8 
clination” in that of Herbert; yet the rancour of 8 
her diſpoſition muſt have recoiled on herſelf, had 8 
not her good fortune furniſhed her with ſo refpec- 9 
table an aſſiſtant as Madame Frajan. After our 
heroine retired from the drawing-room, and the 
aſſembly broke u , Cecilia begged an audience of 
Sir William and lady Edwin. mp 

She began with great affected humility, to aſk 
their forgiveneſs, for what had paſſed in t e morn- "2M 
ing, alledging her natural warmth of temper, and e 
ber vexation at ſeeing ſo very unworthy a ron ; 9 4 

held in — eſteem in their f 2 1 win ö | 
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Foom, when Cecilia threw herſelf at her feet, and 


ed only to be heard. 

Sir William doated on his children, and this 
ftneſs and humility in his daughter, ſo unuſual, 
Ind ſo unexpected, might have got from him half 


ass eſtate, had that been the object in purſuit: he 
g treated his lady to hear his dear T gir's and raiſing 
ger in his arms, bid her ſpeak; 


uring her of all 
parent's fondeſt love could do to make her happy. 


| 'R well-timed flood of tears completed the triumph 


the artful daughter over her guileleſs parents. 


Lady Edwin was re-ſeated, and Cecilia, after a 
"Recent time taken to re-compoſe her features, de- 


fired her woman might be admitted, who could 


F Aequaint them of ſomething 1 in Anna Manſebs cha- 


Meter, which would convince them ef. the little 


Pretenſions ſhe could have to the rank ſhe. held in, 
heir family. 
Sir William wiſhed to do without a French evi- 


ence; but his ee Perſiſted, and Frajan was 
01 dered in. 


he account given by her of An was, that. 
hen ſhe refided in Mr. Melmoth's houſe, in qua- 


of governeſs to her children, the perſon who 


7 NF w had the honour of being companion to Lady 


dwin, lived there, having been taken off the pa- 
en by Mrs. Melmoth; that ſhe had ungratefully 


3 turned their charity, by every ſpecies of ill be- 
g I h viour, and had at laſt robbed her benefactreſs; 
pat ſhe was then ſent away to her parochial ſet- 


ement, fince which ſhe had not heard of or even 
en her from that time (three or four years ago) 
WI this: morning, when ſhe was no leſs ſurpriſed to 


eet her in her preſent ſituation, than to hear her 
8 b by the name of Manſel, her real one being 
alten. 

This ſtroke, ak: hone her abc 
” e had its effect; ſhame and ſurprize were 
| blended 
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blended in Lady Edwin's countenance; ſhe pro- 
feſſed ſhe wanted faith; her filter, Mrs. Herbert, 
had recommended her to them Was ſhe certain 
as to her perſon as well as facts? 


& Lord Sutton, Madam, is Mrs. Adee 


« near relation; he was at the Lodge when the 
er affair happened, and will, I dare ſay, confirm 
ec my account.“ 80 you ſee, Madam,” ſaid 
Miſs Edwin, “you have not only taken a beggar, 
c a thief, and impoſtor, into your favour and 
5 confidence, but you have actually introduced 
© her to your circle, and made her the nee 
6 of your children.“ 

Thee ſorrow and 'montification this account of 
Anna gave Lady Edwin, was at thoſe reproofs, 
changedito anger and reſentment ; the ſent a card 
to Lord Sutton, to aſk, if he had known Anna 
Dalton at Melmoth Lodge! ? If ſhe was diſcharged 
from thence on ill behaviour ? If her honeſty was 
doubted ? And finally, if the young perſon who 
preſided at her aſſembly under the name of Manſz], 
was the ſame. | 


Tax Ans wk. 


Lord Satton' s beſt compliments to Lady Ed- 
«© win; aſſures her, it is with infinite reluCtance 
ec ne anſwers the queries contained in her card, 
„but hopes, as the girt was very young when 


Lord S. knew her, time, and ſuch great favour 


© ſhewn her by a perſon of Lady Edwin's rank, 
« my have worked a change in her diſpoſition. 

Lord Sutton did know Anna Dalton at Mel- 
oy 81 ſhe certainly was not diſcharged 
*« for her goodneſs—her honeſty was indeed much 
c ſuſpeted—ſhe is the ſame perſon that lives with 
80 Lady Edwin as ne” 


ST =: Phe 


The moment this card was delivered to Lady 
Edwin, ſhe wrote to Mrs. Herbert, the letter 
which Anna was, as I have ſaid before, ordered 
o deliver, ſeverely reproaching her, for intro- 
1's _Mucing into fo antient and honourable a family, a 

perſon, whoſe origin and actions were a diſgrace 
do any place: ſhe then recounted her crimes, as 
phey had been repreſented to her; and bitterly 
added her change of name as a confirmation of the 
- > whole. | 2 8 
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IVI RS. Herbert ſinking under domeſtic diſtreſs, 
hich the diſſipated and unfeeling conduct of her 
huſband continually increaſed, was, though ex- 
geedingly ſhocked, leſs ſolicitous about the fate of 
Anna than in eaſier circumſtances ſhe would have 


he charge, and finding that well founded, gave 
240 ble, but obeyed the man- 
Fates of her enraged ſiſter immediately, by diſ- 
Pharging the fallen favourite, and endeavoured to 
Hanke her peace with the family, by recounting all 
e had from the deceaſed Mrs. Manſel known of 
er, which indeed amounted, as Miſs Edwin ſaid, 
nothing, as ſne had been introduced at Llan- 
Pere, as the near relation of the parſon's wife. 
bis diſgraceful hiſtory of the early part of her 
Je, gave that young lady an opportunity of en- 
Wrely rooting out of her family, an object that 

Kyo 7 | | mortified 
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mortified her ue and Miruted her views of | = c 
conqueſt. | 1 | i . 

Mrs. Herbert and Patty were enjoined to hold 1 4 
no correſpondence, or give any countenance to ſo 
worthleſs a body; Mrs. Herbert engaged for them 
both that they would not; and as for her daughter, 
overawed by her couſin, who, from her boſom 
friend, affected to treat the moſt 'amiable, and“ 
gentle creature in the world, with a haughty diſ. i 
tance, the reverſe of what ſhe had been uſed to, 
ſhe wanted courage to put in a word for her abſent 
friend; though ſhe well knew, from the tenor oß ( 
her conduct, as well as the principles ſhe had al- 
ways adopted, and her practice of every female 
virtue, it was 1mpoſhble ſhe could be guilty of tge 
mean vices laid to her charge. Though unable to by 
ſpeak in Groſvenor Square, when they returned 
to their lodgings, ſhe was very eloquent to her "if 
mamma, reminding her of a thouſand inſtances of 8 
goodneſs and even greatneſs of ſoul, they had been 
witneſs to in Anna. 1 mm 

Mrs. Herbert, more than half convinced by the FP 5 
generous pleadings of her daughter, would have 1 
been happy to indulge her, by again ſerving Anna, a 
but ſhe was not at liberty to act as ſhe thought 1 5 
proper; Mr. Herbert's connections on one hand, 4 
and his neglect of his affairs on the other, had 10 4 be 
involved his circumſtances, that the large mort- 
gage on their eſtate had been twice on the point of | 17 
being forecloſed, when Lady Edwin' 8 generoſiy 
and affection faved it. 

It was now again in the ſame predicament, with-| 
out the ſame reſource. 

Mr. Herbert was ſo far from withing to conceal 5 
the cauſes of his ill management, that even in this 3 
excurſion, he brought publicly: his woman and her 1 
family with him, 104 the Thang: ms as by ſhe | 
had deen his wife. 24 10 


BY. | ; Sir 
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Sir William, enraged at the perpetual in- 
ſults offered his fiſter, refuſed any more to aſ- 
git her undeſerving huſband; this refuſal was 
gvenged on the ſuffering wife, by the moſt injuri- 
Deus uſage. COD a ets 
Dead to the calls of nature, and callous to the 
pleadings of humanity, it was of no import to him, 
hat his amiable and promiſing ſon was obliged to 
bis uncle for his preſent ſupport at the Univerſity, 
and his hopes of an eſtabliſhment in life : that his 
ppvely daughter's charms were totally overlooked, 
for want of the golden bait, which drew half the 
wn after her leſs charming couſin ; or that his de- 
*Ferving wife owed to the fraternal love of her bro- 
ther, even the contracted appearance ſhe now 
Made; while her fortune, her rank, and accom- 
pliſhments entitled her to figure in the firſt circles. 
Since his miſtreſs, and her children, could no 
—Jnger be ſupported, it was not neceſſary for him 
y be farther on any terms with a wife, who could 
mot ſupply his profligate neceſſities. 8 25 
Cecilia's diſlike of Anna was very viſible, and 
her intereſt over her father well known ; inſulted 
a home, dependent abroad, it was not for them, 
3 Mrs. Herbert ſaid, to ſet out champions for the 
—=wſtrefled;. it might be their ruin; ſhe therefore 
0 gegged her daughter to let the matter reſt, at leaſt 
pr the preſent. _ 8 tt 
Xx Young Edwin heard this new character of 
Inna with more pleaſure than he choſe to ſhew; 
ſhe had loſt her reputation, whether juſtly or 
pot, ſhe would be comeatable, her pride would 
8X leſs, and his conqueſt eafier ; his valet well 
owing his attachment to Miſs Manſel, when he 
aard her clothes were ſending. off, (a ſecret of 
at kind cannot remain lon 0 in a gentleman's_ 
milly) watched with ſo good ſucceſs, that he was 
le to inform his maſter where ſhe was . | 
— - / when 


— 
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when he dreſſed him, a piece of ſervice which was 
handſomely acknowledged by Mr. Edwin. 

A rich wife now becoming neceſſary to prevail 
on Sir William, to give him an independent 
eſtabliſhment in life, when he might take to his 
arms the charmer for whom he ſighed, when un- 
controlled by the advice of his parents, and indif- 
ferent to the opinion of the world, he might keep, 
in the firſt ſtile, the girl he loved; the charms of 
Miſs Turbville became every day more attracting, 
and the paſhon'of her lover. more violent, her con- 
| ſent was obtained, and at the importunate ſolicita- 
tions of Mr. Edwin, the marriage celebrated at the 
ſeat of the lady's guardian, in eee, almoſt 
inſtantaneoully. b 

Money does every thing in London; and 
Seddon, with that glittering goad, contrived, in a 
month, to furniſh their houſe with the moſt luxu- 
rious elegance, before they went out of town. 
Mr. Edwin taking Miſs Herbert aſide, aſked her if 
ſhe did not long to hear from her friend? © Yes, ſpi 
& indeed, my dear couſin, 1 do,” anſwered ſhe 
eagerly. © Why then,” ſaid he, ce write a note 
c and leave it in my library, and, ſmiling, © Ithink aw 
IJ can promiſe you an anfwer.” EY 

She did, directly, as the was inſtructed, but an 
accident happened to the anſwer, which drew on 
her the diſpleaſure of all her family, and more par- 

ticularly that of Mr. Edwin. 7 

An heireſs, a toaſt, a coquette, was Miſs Park i 

rite with juſt as much underſtanding as was nc- 

to form ſuch a character; the married i 
Mr. Edwin with a diſpoſition which, had it been 
improved by attention and affection on his fide, % 
might have changed the unamiable part of her 
character, and rendered her a valuable member of 
ſociety; his perſon uncommonly handſome, his 
cles unqueſtionably good, and thofe adorned 


with 
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1 | with every advantage that education could beſtow 5 


as 

his manners infinuating ; his addreſs pleaſing and 
ail perfectly polite; it was hardly poſſible for 
nt Miſs Turbville to avoid being ſatisfied and happy 
his in the choice her deceaſed parents had made for 

m- her. 
lif- Mr. Edwin's perſon and manners, if not enforc- 
ep, ed by a ay eſtate, would have made an impreſ- 
of ſion on her heart, though, perhaps, not of that 
ng, ſerious nature as to induce her to forego that ad- 
on- vantage; ſhe, therefore, notwithſtanding her paſ- 
ta- ſion for admiration, thought, when ſhe mar- 
the ried, but of loving, and being beloved by her huſ- 
hut a very few days, nay hours, had paſt, after 
and the wedding, before ſhe found too ſtrong reaſons 
in a to ſuſpect the match, on his ſide, had been perfect- 
uxu- ly one of convenience. „35 
own. The large fortune ſhe was heireſs te, with an 
her if agreeable perſon, great taſte in dreſs, and infinite 
Yes, ſlpirit and vivacity, had made her a divinity with 
d ſhe half the fops of the age; flattered, followed, and 
note careſſed, in every circle in which ſhe appeared, 
think ſhe had not ſuſpected any man could be poſſeſſed 
85 of ſuch charms and attractions ſo univerſally ac- 
hut an nowledged, without being tranſported with love 
ew on and gratitude; but the cold, inanimate ſetting out 
re par- df Edwin's career in his married ſtate, his in- 
reaſing neglect both of his wife and home, told a 
Turb- Hifferent tale. 1 1 
ras ne. She was jealous of his want of affection, with- 
narried put any particular reaſon for ſuſpicion. Cecilia 
it been Edwin, with equal pride, vanity, and taſte for 
is ſide, BY: leaſure, had more art, more cunning, and leſs 
of her Peauty, than her ſiſter-in-law, whoſe confidant the 
mber 0! Ns; her obſervations of her brother had made a 
me, bis iſcovery which ſhe was anxious to improve, and 
adorned a8, in conſequence, under pretence of idleneſs, 
5 . 5 | often 


: keys, of 


Anna's note to Miſs Herbert, which Mr. Edwi 


c Herbert is meant at Charles; however, with 0; 
over an, ſhe found nothing appear that, in = 


ing her very forcibly, a tranſient regret aroſe in hal 
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in his library and apartments ; j her 4 
ich ſhe had a great number, wer! 
tried to bis writing table in vain ; the lock was a 
very good one, and curioſity was in deſpair, when 
one morning, Mr. Edwin, whoſe viſits at Brookes; 
were become long and frequent, had returned 8 
home fatigued, and half aſleep, at ſeven in the 


often loiteri 


morning, and his valet being likewiſe tired, they ſk 
had both quitted the dreſſing room without pe. 


ceiving his keys, which were left on the table, ande 
were feen by Miſs Edwin in her uſual perambul- 
tions over his apartments. TM 

With trembling eagerneſs ſhe flew to the repoſi. - 
tory of her brother's ſecrets, and inſtantly fou“ 


had not thought proper to deliver. Now,” ſai! 
ſhe, agitated beyond expreſſion, © ſhall I fin! 
«© out the cunning of had creature; and nov 
« will I expoſe to my ſiſter the villany of ber A Pe 
« huſband. a 5 2 A « 1 

She was Ua no villany appeared; the nor 
was to her couſin. © Fool,” faid ſhe, © hei 
&« actually carrying on a correſpondence between 
« his miſtreſs and her lover, this letter to Mi 


15 


„without your leave, my wife brother, I ſhalls 1 1 
“ take the uberty of opening this correſpondeno n 
cc to your wife ;“ but after peruſing it over and 4 W vit! 


ion 
her 
r. 


An. 
mind for depriving Anna of her mother's favour iſo ha 
but it was only tranſient ; for Frajan urging tis g r, ret 
injury offered to Mrs. Edwin, in a correſpondenay I Flaw, 
with Mr. Edwin, for which he could have but on 


her 
moe, and that a ſhameful one, and remind : 
heh 


ſtead of criminating Anna, did not ſpeak highly f 1 
her praiſe. T4 
80 direct a contradiction to her ſuſpicions null ; U 


her ' 


per, if ſhe had any deſigns upon Charles Herbert, 
were ow neceflary it was to perſuade his ſiſter of her 
as: Wiflike to Edwin, the ſpirit both of rage and jea- 
hen Wbuſy continued to influence her againſt the unof- 
kess ending Anna. | 
rned The moment ſhe met Mrs. Edwin, the ſullen, 
the 38 4 iſſatisfied look of that young bride kindled into 
they eſentment, by the fight of the inclofure to her 
t per. Fuſband; ſhe now found a reaſon for his deſert- 
„ ant Ing her bed, for his cutting indifference, and cold 
bull. geglect.—She wept and tore her hair. Hyſterics 
ind bitter reproaches accompanied this difcovery, 
epoſ i ſhe called it, of her huſband's mfidelity. 
founi The carriage was immediately ordered, and Lady 
Edwin cilia was ſurpriſed to ſee at her toilette both her 
fai, ugghters, her attendants being at their requeſt 
[ find miſſed: the letter was produced. : 
| nov Lady Edwin was not more haughty in her diſ- 
of ha ation, than humane in her ſentiments ; the pride 
high blood, was accompanied with a generoſity 
xe not ſoul, and elevation of ideas, that ſhe deemed 
be); editary virtues, and which, next to hereditary 
etween ours, was moſt valuable in her eſtimation. 
o Mil: at a girl the had turned from her houſe and fa- 
with 0. iy, in a manner ſo diſgraceful, ſhould have 
Fength of mind to write ſuch a note, ſo confor- 


5 
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1 til 
ndenc able to her own ideas of propriety ; that a mind 
rer an vitiated in its own practices, could ſo char- 
hat, iWingly dictate to that of another, was a contra- 
ighly tion ſhe could not reconcile ; and the warmth 
ber temper never ſuffering her either to be a 
1s ftr oderate friend, or placable enemy ; her partiality 
e in br Anna, and in the ſame degree her anger to thoſe 
favour o had, as ſhe inſtantly believed, falſely accuſed 
ring ihr, returned: but the ſituation of her daughter- 
ondentWF-law, young, fatherleſs and motherleſs, deferted 
but o ber huſband at fo early a period, which ſhe 
minds - 1 0 found 
he! | 


J 
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found to be too truly the caſe, affected her ex, 
ceedingly. _ 2d 
His propenſity to gaming, which he had always 
ſecretly indulged, was now public; he was married | WM 
to one woman, while his heart preferred another; 
that other, the moſt likely, had he been united to = 
her, to have drawn him from every evil habit; 1 i 
and, not obtaining her on the terms which only now w 
was in his power to offer, as likely to make him ⁊᷑ 
deſperately careleſs of the future; or, if he did 
gain her, no doubt could be entertained of her en- 
tire power over him. | =_ 
Thus, then, Lady Cecilia found the bright pro- 
pects her imagination had formed, of ſeeing the $$ 
honour and virtue of her anceſtors perpetuated in 
her ſon, clouded by fears of a moſt alarming nx 
ture; the more painful, as ſhe could not reveal 8 
them to either of the young ladies. FI 
Mrs. Edwin's tears and diſtreſs, called for, and 8 
received every conſolation maternal affection coull 8 
offer; ſnie aſſured her, and begged her to believe, 
a little time and experience, joined with the un-. 
bating tenderneſs of ſo charming a wife, muſt hae 
its weight in the mind of a ſenſible man: and witi 1" 
reſpect to this paper, added ſhe, darting an angry 
wk at her daughter, which your officious, and 
with I could ſay well-meaning curioſity, has ex 
| Poſed, for God's ſake deſtroy it; no one reprehen. 
ſible thought is here ſeen on the part of Anu 2 
Manſel: you find, the only degree of blame fle 2 
can incur in the tranſaction, by clandeſtinely cor 
reſponding with Edwin, is done away in her note: 
ſhould your brother, Miſs, know of the liber 
you have taken with his letter, he would not incu E 
my cenſure by putting a repetition of ſuch a breann 
of the laws of honour out of your power, by fo 


bidding you his houſe, 


ex. This threat had more weight than any other part 


anGon of his Lady's in Shropſhire; and, if 
2 f Edwin quarrelled with him, ſhe muſt | 
rith her filly mother, and be content to 1 . 
m 1 with her ſimple couſin Patty, or be chiefly alone: 
- did he firſt was a bore, the latter intolerable; with a 
r en- ery ill grace, therefore, ſhe conſented to obey: her 
__ "Mother, tipulating- only, that Patty ſhould: be ſe- 
prof- | ferely reprehended, and forbid, under pain of their 
ig the general diſpleaſure, ever more to repeat an act of 
ted in _ Ich diſobedience ; in this ſhe was IS ACA as 
_— ady Cecilia was very angry with Miſs Herbert, 
reveal de prudence of Anna but aggravated her offence, 
uind though ſhe did not think it neceſſary to reveal 
Lond 1 it to them, ſhe had ſerious apprehenſions of her 
coul! n's conduRt. In her heart ſhe yet eſteemed our 
elieve, roine, and would have gladly re- inſtated her in 
\c un. family, but at preſent it appeared totally im- 
5 ae dhe therefore ſent for Mrs. Herbert and her 
| agbter, and in the preſence of Mrs. Edwin and 
Pecilia, treated her with leſs tenderneſs and more 
Wperity, than ſhe had ever done, or indeed, had 
gccaſion to do, before. IE . 
Mrs. and Miſs Edwin then left them, haughtily 
turning Mrs. Herbert's civilities, and totally over- 
looking thoſe of her W 07 
Mrs. Herbert, with all the eloquence . of- grief 
eſought her ſiſter to forgive the poor girl for what 
—_ ad happened; and Patty joining her {Bf norman 
a bread d Edwin was ſoon appeaſed. © 
© by 79. Seeing they ſtill appeared very diſpirited, ſhe in- 
P uired with 55 tenderneſs into the cauſe Mrs. 
Tui lerbert, with looks of ſadneſs and ** Fs 
15 EL Le ent; 


46 , $A 
ſilent; but Patty burſting into tears, informed her 
Mr. Herbert had been that morning arreſted for a 

debt of ſeven hundred pounds, contracted by Mrs. 
Nichols; and that he was carried at his own re- 
queſt to the King's-Bench priſon, as he ſaid, he 
was wholly without reſources to pay that and 
many other demands he expected would be made 
on him. 5 
Not leſs ſurpriſed than affected, Lady Edwin 
affectionately embraced them, ſaying ſhe never 
ſnould forgive herſelf for aggravating at ſuch a 

eriod, the diſtreſs they were in; ſhe inſiſted, as 
ſhe did not know how Sir William would chuſe to 
acc towards Mr. Herbert, to take on herſelf the 
government of them, and that " ſhould di- 
rectly ſend for what things they had at their 
lodgings, and ordered the maid who attended 
them to follow; the man, ſhe ſuppoſed, her maſter 

might want. er | 5 

Mrs. Herbert and her daughter were too little 
accuſtomed to ſuch ſcenes, not to rejoice at leaving 
a place where they had ſuffered fach mortifica- 
tion and diſgrace: their baggage was ſoon re- 
moved, and before night they were comfortably 
ſettled in Groſvenor ſquare ; Lady Edwin omit- 
ting no one thing that could alleviate their diſtreſs; i 
but Sir William was inexorable to Mr. Herbert, 
nor would hear of his affairs, except he would re- 
linquiſh that eſtate it was no longer in his power to 

keep, to his ſon, on which terms he offered once 
more to pay off the mortgage. 
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This was refuſed with ſcorn by Mr. Herbert; 
whoſe miſtreſs being removed with him into the 
liberties of the priſon, ſaid he wanted nothing of 
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mr | | 2 1 
Sir William, enraged at his hardened villany, 
refuſed to hear even his beloved ſiſter, in behalf of 
2 man ſo loſt to every ſenſe of honour; and p 
ned entre bay ie 70 4 | "52; 
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avoid any farther ſolicitations he was pre- determined 
to reject, prevailed on Lady Edwin to leave town 
immediately: Mrs. Herbert declined accompany- 
ing ſ them; ſhe had hitherto fulfilled, to the utmoſt 
of her power, her conjugal duties, nor could ſhe 
now, in the hour of diſtreſs, notwithſtandin his 
= libertine conduct, prevail on herſelf to deſert her 
hüuſband. He had forbid her coming to him, but 
ſhe choſe to ſtay within reach of ſerving the father 
of her children. 4 | 


1b: do Boi, 
Broken Bones. 


LOUNG Herbert, whoſe ill ſtate of health 
prevented his being at Mr. Edwin's wedding, was. 
ent for to town on this grievous occafion— ough 
fond of his mother, whoſe idol he was, and always 
eeling for her ill treatment, he did not think him- 
elf excuſed by the bad opinion he entertained of 
he morals of his father, from paying his duty to 
him as his ſon. | . es EW 
Indeed that unhappy man had ever treated each 
pf his children with indulgence and tenderneſs, 
hough he fo blindly ran on in actions he well 
new mult in the end ruin their fortunes. Mrs. 
Herbert's jointure was all that was left of the wreck 
f their once affluent circumſtances—He: had 
ever propoſed to her parting with that; and. 
F he had, her ſtrong maternal feelings would 
| : | 3 have 


Wee: 
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have refuſed. a Hacrifice for which her dear boy 
would 1 # 
Charles found. his iter 3 in a ſituation which | 
Woe. his Yale, in. a paltry lodging at a grocer's i 
Lay . air of narrow ſtairs, in dirty linen, 
1 Eu ace. At a table, with his bottle be. reſpe 
mo him, ſat Mr . Herbert ; his Once handſome 2 | ler o 
perſon loſt in the ſlovenly diſguiſe of inebriety and 
indolence On one fide fat his miſtreſs, with two 
of her children, on the other a man in naval uni 
form ; they were in a roar of mirth, when th 
appearance of young Herbert, in whoſe countc- 
nance the diſtreſs of his mind was viſibly pictured | to He 
brought the bluſh of ſhame into his father's cheek, 
and impoſed filence on his companions—Charls| 1 
was at firſt only ſenſible of the dreadful change in 
Mr. Herbert's circumſtances ; to viſit him in pr. 
| ſon, and to know that his vices brought him there in 
were facts that at ohe filled him with compaſſio Nv 
and ſhame—but the changed figure of a beloveil 
| nt, took from him all power of reflection. lay ſen! 
Ea he effuſions of filial tenderneſs, he remembereÞW#-' Th 
only the wretched, fate of, bis father, withouf pread 
thinking on the iniquitous life in which it had found 
e. 515 Fated, 
Mr. Herbert was not an ill-natured man; tir as in; 
agony in which he beheld a fon, of whom he had : woman 
been always proud, drought to his mind in full 2 owing ; 


OS 


ſhame. and ef er bend him; and be Putting e 
Charles, fp ſolemn reſpect, alked if nothing he ſoul 
could be done to relieve him from a ſtate equali alm te 
diſtreſſing my e he bid his Lace and ion, tha 
wept aloud... _ he the de 
1 pauſe enſued. Inſtead 
,Young Herbert had then a view of his father we, it 
companions —he recollected Nichols ki ſie 8 
ole her 


waited on his mother; a be of indignatiol 
| Vor. I 


1 , 


took 


7 VC 49 
took poſſeſſion of thoſe features which But a mo- 
ment before expreſſed nothing but duty and af- 
kection— Darting a contemptuous look at her, he 
bid her leave the room She, heated with liquor, 
refuſed to obey him; on which, forgetting the 
reſpect due to his father's preſence, he roſe to turn 
. 
Nichols was violent in her temper, and virulent 
in her language, her rage increaſed with her re- 
ſiſtance, her outcries brought the man whom ſhe 
called brother, to her aſſiſtance; he was a ſtout, 
pll-looking fellow, about thirty-five, and made up 
to Herbert in a threatening poſture The young 
man, whoſe natural ſtrength and courage was in- 
creaſed by a ſenſe of a father's ruin and a mother's 
in injuries, that mother, now full in his mind, with 
Ml her ſorrows about her; burſting with rage 
nd anguiſh, as an object more ſuitable to him, 
Mee inſtantly let go the woman, and ſeizing on 
er champion, threw him down ſtairs where he 
A000» 
The alarm given by ſuch an affair was ſoon 
pread; a ſurgeon was immediately ſent for, who 
found his collar-bone broke, and one hip diſlo- 
7 body he 
Eras in, pronounced him in the utmoſt danger; the 
Eoman::tore her hair, and ran about Kir ted, 
Nowing ſhe would have blood for blood. 
Thoſe threats from one he well knew capable of 
Putting them in execution, ſtruck Mr. Herbert to 
e ſoul z it was in vain he implored her to be 
alm; to wait the event, and to have in conſidera- 
Pon, that it was His ſon ſhe ſo violently vowed. to 
e the deſtruction o. 1 
Inſtead of the effect he wiſhed his entreaties to 
ave, it only exaſperated her more, and ſeveral 
xpreſhons ſhe let drop, giving him reaſon to ſup- 
ole her concern was for a perſon criminally, dear 


45 


tod Vor. yp D to 


F.- 1 


> 4 


—— — 


2 — 
* 1 Y — 
* = - — 8 8 vx - 
l — - #* * * a þ 
_ TY — % — - 
I = LT, P a — — 2 — E - * 
2 5 — — . 
— = £1 u 22 — — EE — . —— 6 _ 
= — - — — — . nn erent gh woos aa ” 2 1 2 ——— — £ 
* — — 4 ô 8 E ay 1 * K — * — . « TI d — r — 
2 — —]¾ —_ - y N 2 Di — 75 p 1 © <P — — 6 
— * * = * ö —_—_— — — . — — — — 7 = — — 
— — — y _ — — >< — — - He -- £ K 3 1 h Fe ” 6 — 7 12 — 5 
IT — 7 — 2 = . * — 7 LT 7 EN A s 8 2 a * — « m_ = 
h a I . = * —_ — 2 —_ — — — SY nan — — — — > — D — — — 
= E r — - N — nd A = 
* — 5 — — * — 0 — — 8 - — 4,*4H 


his raſhneſs, yet felt a joy not to be deſcribed, a 2 


s, go, my dear, my noble ſon—if tho 


thee out of danger :—ſwear thou wilt inſtantly qui 1 
the kingdom —trifle not with my agony; lea 


his piſtol) thou would'ſt not ſee me add fuicikiſ F 


ſwore to obey him. $1275 


Fetch another ſurgeon,” ſaid Mr. Herbert 9 
bon lon, « this moment.” On that pretence, Wo 


, 

to her, though he had been looked on, and ſup- 
ported by him as her brother, he threw himſelf 
into the arms of his ſon, «© Oh! Charles, Charles, 
e canſt thou yet bear the preſence of a father, 
e who, for that devil, has brought thy amiable 8 
« mother, thy lovely liter, and thyſelf to ruin; 
“ who, for her, and for wretches like her, has en- 
ce tailed poverty and dependence on his poſterity ; 
© and who now, by the vile exceſs of wickedneſs, 
„has perhaps r his Dy ſon to an ne) | 1 
«K end. i tl 4 
„ Fly, Charles Jean me, white yer the conf u- 
&« ſion and the abſence of that fiend will admit it— ve. 
« fave, for the ſake of thy poor mother, a life of 
« ſuch conſequence to her; let not my crime 
% drive her to madneſs; let them not rob wy in. 
<« nocent Patty of her only protector.“ . 

Charles, his heart wrung by the grief of his 
father, and ſhocked at the Fikely ww equences of 


this confeſſion of his ſenſe of the errors of his 10 3 
he entreated him to be comforted; now, that be 
was ſenſible of the wrong ſteps he bad mien for- F 
tune would again ſmile on him. 1 
Oh never, never, anſwered the diltracted man "2 


would'ſt not rob me of my ſenſes, let me kno 


me, I command thee, this inſtant, if (running 18 


Terrified at this threat, Wo 


to my other fins. 


The vile woman had now left the rodin) to alli 
in carrying up the man; in the confuſion ani 
hurry it was therefore poſſible to paſs: unnoticed 


d (w 
liſs M: 
Wade hi 
gularl; 


7 * 


- paſſe 


\ 


ff. 51 
paſſed the people in the houſe, and, what was 


u c 
PIP {till- more lucky, the conſtables who had been 
les, ſent for on the firſt alarm by the outrageous 
her, Nichols. evo 1265 

able When he reached the oppoſite fide, he looked up 
uin; at his father's apartment where he ſaw him ſtand- 
en- ing watching eagerly whether he had eſcaped, 
ity; MY which finding he had effected, he waved his hand, 
neſs, pointing to the South, meaning for him to go to 


France: this he reſolved to do, but he had mat- 
ters to ſettle, of more conſequence to him than 


onfu- even the preſervation of exiſtence ; his mother's 
tit— weak health and fpirits muſt be armed for the 
ife of news, and there was one more perſon he withed not 
+imes to leave England without ſeeing. e 

ny in- He had heard from his ſiſter, of Anna's diſ- 


grace in Groſvenor-ſ{quare; the vices laid to her 
charge he gave not the leaſt credit to, but he was 
not ſo clear in his ſuſpicions of her connection 

rith Edwin, which he was now confirmed in, 


ed, a | 
is like; by hearing of the note he conveyed to her, from 
hat be. his fiſter. | 
in; for-. Attached to her from principle, as well as paſ- 


Eon, which had increaſed in every interview, he 
J man! Rod himſelf unable to conquer his prejudices in 
ger favour.—— Notwithſtanding ſo many reaſons 


. tho er favour. 
e kno think with leſs reſpect on a woman of doubtful 


ly qui haracter, his partial fancy wandered over her per- 


; lea ections, and dwelt ſo ſtrongly on her charms ; 
to ing oi aſon, reflection, nor the inſuperable bars of fate, 
\ ſuicilh ad power to leſſen her empire over his mind. 
reat, l hough his peace was deſtroyed, and his health 
3 P paired by the continual ſtruggles of hope and 
1 to afl ar in his boſom, he at laſt ſtole from Oxford, 
fron aus d (what myſtery will not love develop) traced 
noticed Lis Manſel to Dalton's : it was at this period he 
erbert l ade his acquaintance with Collet, with whom he 
tence, Vs larly correſponded ; it was him he wanted to 


. paſſe 


D 2 : ſee 


52 | A. 4 


ſee in the firſt inſtance ; and, as he was going, | I Th; 
perhaps for ever, to endeavour to obtain one inter. 4 A. 
view with Anna, merely to catch a laſt look, 0 32 
confeſs to her his hopeleſs love, and to try to pre. 
vail on her, for her own ſake, to return to Parſon * 
Manſel's, and to bid her adieu for ever 1 

He crofled the water, and taking a coach fronfl 48 
Tower Hill, arrived at Layton the very day fel 4 
Anna left it. Collet gave him a moſt friendly rc. 
ception, and told him pe had juſt wrote an accoun 1 I = . 
he was ſorry to give him of Miſs Manſel. | Y 2 


Wo 


Mr. Herbert's countenance, when he entered, C 
was fluſhed, partly with the agitations of his min wh 


and partly with the idea in which he had a |, 
himſelf, of venting a paſſion that deſtroyed hin, 


at the feet of the object who had inſpired i 1 5 5 
changed to a deadly pale, not daring to aſk what 9 75 me 
dreaded to hear, for however ſtrong appearanc wy: 


were againſt our heroine, the rooted good opini 
and reſpect which her conſtant ſociety and cor 
duct had given him at Llandore, and the ci 
bliſhed amiable character ſhe bore during her u MW 
ſidence there, as well as the love exprefled for 1 
by ſo good a man, and ſo worthy a woman as ti 
rector and his wife, together with the ſecret hog 
which ever accompanies a lover's wiſh, had alway 
flattered him ſhe might yet 15 en thou 
not for him. 2 
But now Collet's diſmal enen at on 


the enſign of pity and ill news, ſhocked him nd II. 
d the power of utterance; after a little pa. . | 
however, his reaſon reſumed its ſway, and he he, 00 
the account of her elopement with emotions ames's 
ſorrow, in which compaſſion was viſibly blendet the 
he regretted her not being followed, though as 1 


all doubts of her ſeduction by Edwin were at an ei 
Thoſe only who have felt every joy blaſted, ct 


with fruſtrated, can form an idea of the diſtreb! 
* 


© X X. +. BP 
1 mind he laboured under at this moment; his heart 
died within him; the thoughts of flying to the 
ontinent no longer engroſſed his attention; of 
Pre. phat value was life to a man derived of the 
Prretch's laſt reſource, hope? He revealed to 
*Eollet the accident that happened to him, and the 
fron pnſequences he had ſuch reaſon to apprehend from 
ioe effects of his paſſion. 
Collet now turned as pale in his turn.“ What,” 
coun ried he, © can you then ſo coolly talk of an 
W event that may bring you to an untimely death ? 


tere BF why, for God's ſake, are you here, why do you 
mind not leave the kingdom? But ſtay, where is the 


wan do you ſay? Here, write, write directions; 
i and, Lord have mercy upon us, what will be- 
come of your friends? you fay you have a 
hat buy mother? you are too much in love to think 


ara ok her, I ſuppoſe. —Come, let us go,” putting 
Pn his hat. 
1d co 


Herbert, whoſe filial attention had been wholly 


nc el in the deſpair which ſeized him on Collet's 
1" 1 Wccount of Anna, now, indeed, remembered he 
TOT 


ad a mother, one whoſe life hung upon his 
elfare, and a ſiſter who doted on him; he 
Wherefore gratefully accepted of Collet's offer to 
ccompany him to town to viſit the man, and to 
thou Mender him any farther ſervice the exigency of the 
aſe required. | 
oi When they reached the Borough, Collet alighted, 
| him "nd Herbert went on to the London coffee: houſe, 
ga place leſs likely for him to be known, in caſe 


he bf the worſt, than any one in the vicinity of St. 
otions ames's end of the town. When Collet arrived 
blendet the grocer's, he inquired for Mr. Herbert, and 
ugh Mas moft agreeably ſurpriſed to hear he had gone 


om thence, having ſent for his lawyer, and re- 
ed, © noved himſelf to the Fleet; his next inquiries 
dire ere of Mrs. Nichols and her brother. 


66% Brother !” 
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Brother l' anſwered the woman of the houſe, 
te the fellow ſhe calls ſo is bad enough I believe, 


« and ſhe ſuffers enough for him! but I aſſure 


*« you, Sir, though I let lodgings, if I had known 
c ſhe was not Mr. Herbert's wife, ſhe ſhould not 
« have ſet her foot here; it was not the act of a 
v am gy" to bring ſuch a creature to any honeſt 
« houſe, when he had got ſo good a lady and 
ec ſweet children- 


« ſays, the man will certainly die.“ 


Collet could bear to hear no more; he inquired ? 
where the ſurgeon lived, and having got direCti- 
ons, waited on him immediately; he happened Rn 
luckily not only to be a ſkilful, humane man, but 
one who had walked the hoſpitals with Collet, and Rx 


was an old acquaintance—He gave him every light 


into the man's ſituation in his power, and con- 
cluded by ſaying, if it was poſſible to keep tbe 


woman from him, he ſhould hope to lower the fe- 
ver; and, in that cafe, the thigh being reduced, and 


the bone ſet, he might recover; but though he had % 


told her the evi] conſequence which would cer- 


tainly follow her obſtinately diſturbing him with 9 Hh 
her turbulent grief, he had not been able to prevail RE 


on her to leave him. 


At Collet's defire they went there, and being 1 | 
ſhewn into a room adjoining that where the pati- 


ent lay, heard Nichols in a loud key, between 
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Poor dear gentle woman, 
« *twould have melted a heart of ſtone to have 
& ſeen her and her daughter, lamenting over each | 
te other, and falling on their knees to pray the ſon 
« might get out of the kingdom, for the doctor 


crying and ſcolding, vowing revenge againſt thc 


murderer of her dear Jack. 

She was informed the doctor wanted to ſpeak 
with her; when ſhe made her appearance, he beg- 
ged her to think on the advice he had given her, 


and 
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ſe, 9 if d if the life of the ſick perſon was really dear to 
ve, ber, to permit him to be quiet. „ 

Collet was a very good ſurgeon, apothecary, and. 
1 an-midwife; he was more, he knew a little 
gattering of the law, which he had picked up in 


is youth at the houſe of an uncle who was of the 
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The landlady entering with very little ceremony, 
this moment, to demand her rent, and at the: 
me time to require ſecurity for what might be- 
yme farther due before the man would be fit to 
Xe move if he recovered, Collet aſked who had taken 
the lodgings ? Mr. Herbert was the anſwer. 
This lady, then, can have no right here,” faid 
he; © I will pay what may be due from that 
RF gentleman 3 you muit yourſelf determine whe- 
Nwther, when I diſcharge the apartment, you will 
accept this lady for your tenant.” 
7 © Not for the world,” anſwered the woman 
äöwdthe beſt ladies, whoſe misfortune it is to be ob- 
RF liged to live in the rules, occupy my apart- 
ments; I have no occaſion to take in caſt miſ- 
treſſes. | „ 
Nichols, whoſe cunning equalled her wicked- 
ess, for the firſt time now thought of the un- 
hbrifty game ſhe was playing. 
7 Msr. Emmerſon, indeed, knew well enough, from 
e beginning, the character of Nichols; but 
EF bile her lodgers paid beforehand, and ſpent with 
rrofuſeneſs, money, which, if properly applied, 
PF ould go far towards ſatisfying their creditors, it 
Jas her way to be the moſt ſervile and fawning of 
eatures; but when it was no longer in * 
power to feed her unbounded avarice, no one 
ae the art of changing ſooner or with ſo little 
eremony: 5 . 
Mrs. Herbert, the lawful wife, with her daugh- 
=", whoſe appearance in their undreſs was elegant 
V4 | | and 


25 
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and genteel, and in a carriage, (one of Mr. 67 ö 
Edwin's) which was ſplendid, were objects of i. 
finitely more conſequence, to her, than Nichos, 
now abandoned by her keeper, although ſhe had * ⁵⁸ 
maintained, at a moſt extravagant rate, all the fa. 
mily, from the time they had been in the lodging 
this the wretched woman felt, and though the was 
not ſo deſtitute of the means to inſure reſpect as 
her landlady ſuppoſed; the idea of being debarred 1 M 
from ſeeing her quondam brother, brought her to 
an humble ſenſe of her ſituation; ſhe promiſed if ſhe 1 
was ſuffered to continue there til Tyrrel could be . 1 
ſafely removed, ſhe would not enter his room 3 WE. ont 
without their Ware. | i Poice 


„ 
On this, Mrs. Emmerſon was promiſed payment A hou! 


*. 


of every expence that ſhould be incurred, and the a retur 

two ſurgeons then viſited the patient. >> Aowir 
They found him with every ſymptom of an in- e de th 

flammatory fever, reſtleſs, and apparently in great 198 


agony, yet ſenſible. He aſked with cagerneſs if 
there were any hopes of his recovery? Mr. 
Walker told him, and it was confirmed by Collet, 
that all depended on his being kept quiet. 1 
Alfter a little pauſe, « Then,“ Rid he, gentle —— 


* men, you admit it to be doubtful, and that is th: 
enough to give me warning that I ſhall ſoon be ole 
c called upon to anſwer at the bar of heaven, for tro 
« the ſins of my paſt life: while I have my ſenſes, an 
c then, let me make all the atonement ow in my rar 

„ power, for the i injury I have done the gentleman, eve 
& who, if I defer it, and die, muſt fuffer for an act on. 
«to which I provoked him. ha 
Mr. Walker would have adviſed him to com- me 
poſe himſelf for the preſent, alledging the cer. tac 
oy there was of the leaſt agitation increaſing . por 
ever; but Collet, who thought if he expired got 

as ſoon as his confeſſion was ended, it was of far , dey 
. lefs * than keeping one moment in Rye „ * 
the RF” tat 
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| Ne ſafety of ſuch a man as Charles Herbert, ran 


Y 
- 


ut of the room, and in a ſecond returned with 


hen, ink, and paper, and adviſing him to encourage 
hoſe repentant thoughts, ſat down with great gra- 
ity to take his confeſſion. „ 
1 Nichols, too guilty not to be alarmed at Collet's 


7 
99 


+ 
5 


onduct, ruſhed fiercely in, demanding what => 
ere at? Her preſence viſibly difordered the ſick 


4 Wan; he begged ſhe might be ſent out of the 
doom, and Collet ſeizing her, not in the moſt 


gentle manner, forced her into an adjoining apart- 
nent, locked her in, telling her in a determined 


Poice, if ſhe attempted to interrupt them again, ſhe 
mould inſtantly be turned out of the houſe. He 


3 44 5 2 N . 
ęeturned then to his office, and took down the fol- 


7 
* 
7 


owing particulars, given at broken intervals of pain 
by the patient: oY 
Ez. << James Tyrrel voluntarily confeſſes, he lived 


fellow ſervant with Elizabeth Nichols, by whom 
s he had a child, before ſhe waited on Mrs. Her- 


W 
£254 


5 * bert, on which account he abſconded; and en- 


* tered on board a man of war; that finding Mr. 


Herbert had taken Nichols into keeping, and 


that he was a man of intereſt, be applied to his 
old friend, who was rejoiced to ſee him, and in- 
troduced him to Mr. Herbert as her half brother, 
and prevailed on him to get him a gunnet's war- 
rant; that they renewed their connection when- 
ever he could leave the ſhip, which having done 
once too often, he was broke; ſinee which they 
had mutually agreed to make up a fum of 
money and dlope from Mr. Herbert; that they 
had ſucceeded ſo far as to realize two thoufand 
pounds, and the next morning (now they had 
got all there was to be had) was fixed for their 
like to end in this cvidtidaFs death; but the 
= at James Tyrret folemmiy declares, in the 
= - F 
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38 VSP 
“ preſence of Joſiah Walker and Jeremiah Collet, 
cc that he firſt aſſaulted Mr. Herbert, without 
“ any provocation whatever, and he is ſure that 
« gentleman was wholly innocent of any deſigns 
« againſt his life.“ | 

With this paper as ſoon as ſigned and witneſſed, 
which was done in the preſence of Emmerſon and 
his wife, who were ſummoned for the occaſion, 
Collet was in ſuch a hurry to get away, that he 
forgot to liberate the lady, or to get into a coach he 
had ordered to be called, but ran away to the 
London coffee-houſe, where he found Mr. Herbert, 
with a packet of letters before him, ſealed and di- 
rected, and himſelf ready to ſet out. 

Collet congratulated him on the good news he 
had brought, and ſhewing him the confeſſion of 
Tyrrel, now averred there was no occaſion for him 
to leave his friends and country. 

It is not to be doubted but Herbert was glad to 
find the black and abhorred crime of premeditated 
murder was not attributed to him; but acquittal of 
this, and every other error of his nature, could not 
give peace to his boſom ; there the ſeducing form 
of Anna for ever dwelt. Reaſon nor philoſophy 
could reconcile him to her loſs, which every mo- 
ment afflicted him beyond the laſt.—His heart ſunk 
- when he reflected on her preſent fituation ; he 
had conſidered and re-conſidered how he could 
_ exiſt, breathing the ſame air with her, for ever 
loſt to him—having concluded it impoſſible, he 
reſolved to leave the kingdom, and when on the 
Continent, write to his ! for leave to conti- 
nue ſome time abroad previous to his entering the 
Temple. „%%% - Martore hrhon 
Collet's intelligence, therefore, had not the effect 
he expected; Herbert found his mother had been 
at Emmerſon's, and that ſhe concluded him gone; 
| the reaſon he choſe to aſſign for parting was, he 
33 FVV 
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WE thought beſt avoided ; and having avon his friend 
thoſe reaſons, and engaged his correſpondence, he 
ſent for a chaiſe and ſet off for Dover. 

= Collet, from the time he had left home, till the 
= preſent moment, had never beſtowed a thought on 
Layton; but the inſtant he had done the laſt 
== friendly office for Herbert, and had ſeen him from 
the door, it occurred to him, that he had three 
women from each of whom he was in hourly 
expectation of a ſummons, two mef{ in fevers, 
and a boy with a broken leg, every one of whom 
he ought to have viſited that evening, and that he 
had left home without the leaſt intimation of 
where he was going or when he. ſhould return; 
he had alſo — Charles to wait on Mrs. 
Herbert in the morning, and inform her of all 
that had paſſed at Emmerſon's, but without hinting 
that he had feen her ſon, or on what occaſion; 
immediately then throwing himſelf into a poſt- 
chaiſe, he returned to Layton. | 


e H A f. LW. 


Tadyr 2 my Room. 


18 was broad day when the Doctor 8 his 
cov houſe, which was in no ſmall confuſion on ac- 
count of his abſence ; finding he had not been par- 
| ticularly wanted, he 2 85 extremely fatigued, f 
and enjoyed the heavenly repoſe a ſenſe of having 
acted under. that divine command of loving our 
neighbours as ourſelves, and doing unto all men as 
WE. ny they ſhould do unto us, inſures. 1 


a 2 0 


The next morning brought Mrs. Wellers, among 
the reſt of his friends, to inquire by what ſudden YZ 
power Collet had vaniſhed ; her, and her only, be 
made acquainted with the whole affair, fhewed he: 
the letters he promiſed to deliver, and which he in. 
tended going to town to do as ſoon as he had been 
round to viſtt his patients. Wy 
The one directed to Mrs. Herbert in Groſvenor 
ſquare, caught her eye; ſhe told him ſhe had two 

s ago been twice there, and was aſſured all the 
family had left town. But as J have not informed 
my reader of the ſucceſs of that lady's inquiris 
after my heroine's character, I muſt account for Mous 
fome part of her behaviour, by doing it now. 7 
She went, her ſon eſcorting her, to Sir Willian am 
Edwin's, where expreſſing much diſappointment a= 

hearing they had left town, the ſervant told he 
young Mr. Edwin hved in Portman ſquare. "They 74 4 
drove there—the ladies were not ſtirring—ther 
aſked what time they would be viſible ? about two 
o'clock—At two they returned, and were uſhere! Wi 
through a ſuite of magnificent rooms, into one, in 
which ſat Mrs. Edwin and Cecilia, attended b 
Frajan, who was now equally the favourite of both 
Mrs, Wellers' curioſity was excited about tho 
young ladies more from the reports of others tha 
any thing ſhe had heard from Anna; her grateful 
remembrance of the former kindneſs of that * 1 
had ſealed her lips, ng any ill qualities Miß a 
Edwin might be ſubject to; as to Mrs. Edwin ſbe 
Was in a manner a e to her; but ſuch ven 
fine ladies could not but be famous; they led the 
mode; the Edwin cap, hat, ſhoe, and ſaſh, were pu 
_ univerſally wore. 85 = 
They were fitting on white ſatin Ottomans, 
. ſuperb breakfaſt equipage before them; the room Wil 

breathed perfumes ; it was decorated with the 
5 cChboiceſ 
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boiceſt and moſt beautiful flowers in the fineſt 
aden hina vaſes; the toilet magnificently ſet out with 
„ be iwer fillagree boxes; and the afſemblage of every 
her legance luxury could invent, or money purchaſe, 
e in. ere here in the height of profufion. 
been WR Mrs. Edwin's drefs was a beautiful ſpotted gauze 

Zthemiſe lined with pale pink perſian; Cecilia's the 
game, with the difference of a laylac lining. 
& But peace dwelt not on the brow of the fair 
Wiſtreſs of this elegant manfion; a fretful ſullen- 
Peſs clouded her features; not in the poſſeſſion of 
Per huſband's affections, ſhe deſpiſed the ridicu- 
Wous advice of her mother-in-law, and ſcorned to 
Fourt, where her vanity told her ſhe ought to be 
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ent a pation ; yet there ſhe was reſtleſs and diffatisfied ; 
d herber delicate conſtitution began to ſuffer from the 
They Watigue of following each faſhionable reſort in 
—they 8 


Wearch of happineſs, and this morning her eyes 
it two 
ſhere(ETriolently ached, from the late hours of the pre- 
ne, in geding evening. 
ed by; Mits Edwin was more gay; ſhe had attracted 
f both 


he notice of a man of fafhion and quality, who 


t thoſe] 
ratefupeſs and ſeated, opened her buſineſs; it was (Lady 
famih Edwin not being in town) to inquire the character 
8 Mil f a young perſon who lived with her as compani- 


vin ſue n, a Miſs Manſel. 


guette alive. | 


h ver 
led the par 
„ were Purft into tears; the ſadneſs of her 3 

I maſt fo many ſources of pleafure had fenſibly 
ans, ruck Mrs, Wellers the moment ſhe came in, and 
th the 0 little ſhocked her. 
-hoicel nn 1 
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Fourted; her houſe was a continual ſcene of diſ- 
Pere ſunk languidly in that head, which ſtill 


had looked and ſwore enough to gratify any co- 


Mrs. Wellers being received with great polite- 


W Mrs. Edwin, indifpoſed and out of ſpirits before, 
ppeared greatly affected at the name, and prefently 


fd the cauſe originated with her favourite, not 
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Miſs Edwin immediately anſwered her i inquiries, 
in a manner the reader will expect. Frajan was 
ready not only to confirm but invent; and Mrs. 


Wellers appearin $ a very good ſort of a woman, 
was told in confidence they had every reaſon to 


ſuſpect Mr. Edwin now actually kept the object of 


her inquiry. 

Mrs. Edwin's tears flowed afreſh at this part of 
the ſtory ; and Mrs. Wellers ſhocked, mortified, and 
diſappointed, took her leave. 

When they were in the carriage, as ſhe began 
to expreſs her diſtreſs at what had happened, Mr. 
Wellers, without the leaſt change of countenance, 
declared his reſolution of never taking any one into 


his houſe without a good character, be their ap- 


pearance ever ſo ſpecious. 

As they drove on ſhe ruminated on what had 
paſſed and all ſhe had heard; but when ſhe came 
to compare the actions ſhe had been told of, with 
the ingenuous look, the elegant manners, and re- 
fined ſentiments of Anna, ſuch a flagrant contra- 
diction ſhe was aſtoniſhed at; and recollecting 
how inconſiſtent with their account of her had 


been the behaviour ſhe was accidentally witneſs 


to when Edwin viſited her, her partiality returned, 
and rendered Miſs Edwin's character of Lon 
incredible; ſhe once more went to Groſvenor 


ſquare, in order to get directions to write to 
Lady Cecilia, and reſolved to avoid. coming to 
a final eclairciſſement with Anna till ſhe heard 


from her. 
Again ſhe queſtioned the ſervants very cloſely 


about any vf the family's being in town, and again 


ſhe was as ſtoutly anſwered in the negative; ſo that 


the letter to Mrs. Herbert there, might well ſur- 
priſe her, though the elopement of our heroine, 


with the abſence of Mr. Edwin from home, and 
the poſitive aſſeverations that he was in the e 


nl 
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„ MElcft it but too probable all ſhe had heard was true, 
> ME which was agreed to by Collet, whoſe attachment 
> to Herbert was evinced by the concern he felt. 
» ME Strolling home, ſhe called at Dalton's, merely by 
5 the way of hearing the chat of the day. Mrs. 
5 Dalton was crying; the diſappointment of her 
c hopes, and the uncertainty of what was become 
of Anna, extremely affected her; and the cautious 
* huſband not being in the way to prevent her, ſhe 
© told Mrs. Wellers the whole * of Lord Sutton's 


love for Anna, and the great offers he had made 


5s Mrs. Wellers was dumb with aſtomiſhment,— 


XZ ſhe could not believe it; the letter he had ſent 
to Anna ſhe had left careleſsly on the table, 
where Mrs. Dalton had found it; it was 
produced as evidence of the truth of her aſ- 


nc ME lcrtion. 
th = 


Good God!” exclaimed Mrs. Wellers, © what 
“ wickedneſs lurks under this myſtery ; can it be 


rag —can a nobleman wiſh to marry, can he 
a} court in an honourable way, a young perſon 
a | 


g he has himſelf known to be an impoſtor, a 
(chief? . | 

ed, = © Who a thief, Madam?“ anſwered Mrs. Dat- 
ton, colouring; “ not Anna, nobody can accuſe 
ber, I am ſure, of ſuch an act; I will pledge 
* my life for her principles in every reſpect ; very 


” g bad things have been ſaid of her in this wicked 
ard 


village; but ſhe is as innocent, Madam, as a 


T “ new born infant, wherever ſhe is.” . 
c') BYE © Will you permit me, Mrs. Dalton, to take 
2 „ this letter with me? It will help to clear Miſs - 


“ Manſel, if ſhe is innocent, of many a vile im- 
8 putation.” Mrs. Dalton agreed to it, and Mrs. 
Wellers took it home with her. 5 
In the greateſt aſtoniſhment ſhe read it ayer and 
over; and, in turning it, found the rogh ke 
4 'S 4 
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of Anna's anſwer ; ſpight of her elopement, ſpight _ 
of the words and honour of two ladies of the ton, Mnd en 
and a French waiting woman, Mrs. Wellers gave but 
way to a benevolent oy; ſuch a proof of the inno. my 
cence of her dear girl, was, ſhe faid, the ſtronge| lign 
cordial to her ſpirits. IX whi 
She ſent for Bently—he was gone to London, Ii 1 
and had not been at home all night; Collet wa g he 
next acquainted with this extraordinary circum bars. 
ſtance; he took a copy to ſend to Charles, and th e felt 
original to ſhew Mrs. Herbert, with which he ſet e on 
off to town; firſt going to the Borough, where he: 5 ave ir 
heard that Nichols, finding that ſhe was diſcover rote 
ed, had decamped very early that morning, anlWrr's 1 
Fyrrel was in a fair way of recovery. Meet ſea 
prolve 
| Mrs 
— —— — ponten 
| cr, bi 
af | 18 It 
HA P. LI. | love 0 
. «A 
| The fond Mother. > . oct 
F ROM the Borough Mr. Collet went to Grof. oe 
venor Square: Mrs. Herbert was at firſt deni. 8 a 
ed, but on his ſaying that he brought letters fron . 
her ſon, he was inſtantly admitted; here he found 1 0 
a gentleman, blending his tears with thoſe of the | 
dufracted mother and daughter. 1 v4 15 
Mrs. Herbert was leaning. back in an arm chair, 2 | 2 
the picture of ſilent woe, the big tear in ſpeech - 4 
leis agony rolfing, down her pale check ; wb 77 
Fatty, whoſe face reſted on her folding arms a hs 
the fat at the table, audibly ſobbed. ©  MRE.* 
be gentleman who 8 extremely affecl· fle 


ei, arole- the inſtant Collet entered ; We fear 


== <> Sir, 


— 


% 


living ? is Mr. Herbert ſafe /” „ Oh!“ cried the 
vnd mother, who could now ſpeak, “ ſay it, ſay 
but my ſon, the pride of my life, the darling of 
my ſoul, is ſafe, out of the reach of that ma- 
lignant fate he inherits from his mother, and 
WE while I live I will revere you as my good angel.” 
liſs Herbert involuntarily advanced, and, catch- 
g hold of his hand, burſt into a freſh flood of 
ars. Collet was too much affected to anſwer : 
e felt for the letters; and, in his hurry to deliver 
ee one he had received from her ſon for her, he 
ve into the hand of the gentleman the one he had 
rote to ſend to Herbert, with copies of Lord Sut- 
pn's letter and Anna's anſwer, which he had not 
ſet ſealed, reſerving it to tell him of his journey to 
Proſvenor Square. | 5 
Mrs. Herbert waited tremblingly to know the 
gontents, and Patty eagerly looked over his ſhoul- 
er, but the ſurprize of each was equal, on find- 
Eg it addrefied to Charles, and full of Anna; 
Fatty coloured; the gentleman turned pale. 
Ah!“ cried Mrs. Herbert, © why are you fo 
much affected. Tell, tell me the worſt, that 
it my fon muſt die, I may reſign to my own 
fate: He begged her not to be alarmed; 
Ind, turning to Collet, “ You have, I believe, 
Sir,“ ſaid he, © made ſome miſtake in this let- 
r,“ returning it. 


of br, colouring, © this is Mrs. Herbert's,” giving the 
Ieht, and one to Miſs Herbert. 
But where, where is he, Sir?“ 


e In France, by this time. e 


1 “God be praiſed,” ſaid Mrs. Herbert, falling 


W merciful God; once more let me fold him with 
W fatcty and honour to my boſom, and diſpoſe of 
= | } ee the 


Gir, to aſk you the news:—is the villain yet 


bob, Cot fo!—fo I have,” anſwered the Doc- 


i ; n her knees; ſpare, ſpare and bleſs him, G 
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«© the miſerable remnant of my days, as thou 
« ſee'ſt fit.” | 
The doctor was too much affected to aſſiſt 
Wilkinſon in lifting her up, who, when ſhe was 
re- ſeated, at her requeſt, her own eyes being blind. 
ed with tears, read Mr. Herbert's letter, which waz 
as follows: 5 I 
When I parted from the beſt of mothers, this | 
morning, how little did I foreſee the poſſibility of | 
any event which could turn the defired preſence cf } 
her ſon, into ſo dreadful an aggravation of her di.. her 
treſs: arm your heart, my beloved, my ever ho- her 
noured mother, with that firm confidence in hea- 1 
ven, you have all your life, both by precept and uch: 
example, taught your children; fear not but I an Mess: 
too ſenſible of the very few comforts left you, not Ss 5 
to take the greateſt care of my own preſervation ; | "Y j Ru: 
am ſure I am ſafe; the virtues of my mother are Mut th; 
my ſhield and defence. | he 
« Forgive, deareſt madam, the unjuſtifiabe erhaps 
raſhneſs that has (though on my part belly un. poffit 
deſigned) in all probability robbed a fellow creature Meſs v 
of his exiſtence, I know your prayers will be in. if to 
eeſfantly offered for me; and I truſt, ſhould the l that 
worſt happen, the imputation of murder will not beſt, 
reſt on your ſon. —My unhappy father | what ſhall m. 
T1 fay of him? Would to God he could ſee his er- Collet 
ror, all might yet be well. Be happy, my ever Wt beg 
loved mother; grieve not, I implore you; this ed fo 
misfortune will be too heavy for me, if you bear it g it, ! 
not with that firmneſs of mind which has hitherto the di 
ſupported you. As ſoon as I reach the continent WW him t. 
I will write to Sir William, for his permiſſion to Dei 
finiſh my ſtudies abroad; and, at every poſſible op- Mie cann; 
portunity, gratify my own feelings in writing to e cont 
u. Let me not forget whaty owe to the bearer, ¶mfort 
Ar. Collet, who, in every ſenſe of the epithet, has ar faul 
45 | ö | dee ther, 


This 
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en the warm and diſintereſted friend of, deareſt 
adam, | | 


Your dutiful 
and affectionate ſon, 


CHARLES HERBERT.“ 


This letter, which, wet with maternal tears, 
as put in Mrs. Herbert's boſom, gave a new turn 
che countenances of all preſent. Patty faid, her 
other, her dear brother, had wrote charmingly 
her, but it was not juſt now neceſſary her 
pamma ſhould ſee his letter; ſhe was already too 
buch affected: —all acknowledged Collet's kind- 
ess; but when he came to Tyrrel's confeſſion, 
peir joy and gratitude were ungovernable:— Patty 
eclared ſhe would go to her papa that night. 
But this Mrs. Herbert oppoſed, as they knew not 
ow he might be affected at the diſcovery ; he may 
rhaps chuſe, ſaid ſhe, to have as few witneſſes 
poſſible of his feelings. Mr. Wilkinſon has bu- 
es with him; if Mr. Collet will trouble him- 
lf to go with him, he will, or will not, tell 
chat has paſt in the Borough, as he judg- 
=S beſt, from the diſpoſition in which they find 
s er. Collet again forgot his patients and the village, 
ever lt begged for a diſh of tea. The ladies apolo- 
ed for their neglect; and while they were tak- 
s it, he aſked Mrs. Herbert, how ſhe had heard 
the diſagreeable accident? ſhe immeQately hand- 
bim this note: | 5 
HDeſerving, unhappy woman, thy curſes on 
cannot increaſe my miſery or deſpair; nor can 
e conſciouſneſs of thy own virtues give thee 
mfort adequate to thy ſorrows. Our ſon, that 
ar faultleſs youth, irritated by the vices of his 
ther, has forfeited his life to the laws of his 
5 e country. 
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country. He has eſcaped for the preſent. Lt 1 
thy prayers be offered to the God thou halt ſerved, 2 
that he may be ſo fortunate: as to get out of the 3” 


Nich 
reach of bis purſuers: thine may avail—miz =. 
cannot.” c 1 | agon 

* N = W 


; : the 1 
% Oh!“ ſaid Patty, © if you = _ = . Wl ic 
« receipt of that ſhocking note! but thank God 


3 Colle 
4 (ſmiling through her tears) it is over: oY Niet 
« brought us at my couſin's -e went directly in but 
«his chariot to the Borough he was not at home, Wc e 
46 or I am ſure he would have gone with us an („ (+ 
ce there an ugly woman ran on talking of ever Wc 
ee thing but what we wanted to know. Papa wa . l 
“ gone, and they ſaid the man was dying; but, * 2 
« God be praiſed, it is over, and we ſhall nevaſf © Colle: 
« ſee that ſhocking place again. Only thin Wc. 
« mamma, Mrs. Edwin has never ſent, nuf : yalual 
6 Miſs Edwin!“ “ Inhuman ” cried Wilkinſon 15 back. 
with indignation; “but come, Sir, we ſhall 1 ent f. 
00 late,” ; — Key 
They left the ladies comparatively happy, an Injuſti 
found Mr. Herbert ſurrounded with papers, a {| : Lor hi 
tled gloom on his countenance, and unſhaved a idea. 
dreſſed. When Wilkinſon entered, a gleam q W fuſed; 
ſatisfaction beamed on his face, but que that | 
ly diſappeared after the firſt ſalutation. Wil, 5 by Col 
inſon faid, © an execution had been laid d W creat; 
cc the works, and that he was diſpatched i 5 cretly 
cc the oth partners to know what was to Wl family 
c“ done.” FO ; As 
Herbert was ſilent. W talk of 
*# They arc exceedingly diſtreſſed,“ continue they tc 
Wilkinſon. braced 
44 So am I,” was the anſwer. © Have you fe - : Ake 


« Mrs. Kerber * 
“% He had been there.” 


cc An 
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i. | Any news of my boy?” They told him he 

: Vas ſafe, and Tyrrel recovering. Collet then gave 
VeU, an account of his viſit in the Borough, and named 


the WY ©. 
Nichols. 


"1 «© O! dn her, d—n her,” ſaid he, in an 
„„ͤẽ / 1-7 


. = Wilkinſon took occaſion now to expatiate on 
& the the ſufferings, the merits, and the till warm af- 
1 


I fection, of Mrs. Herbert; and at the concluſion 
couet produced the paper ſigned by Tyrrel. 
* At the peruſal of this he ſhrunk with horror, 
uf put ſaid nothing. Wilkinſon then aſked “ if he 


we „ would permit Mrs. and Miſs Herbert to vi- 
—"_ ſit him” 1 
Au No, no,” anſwered he fiercely, “ let them ſtay 
8 . 4 till to-morrow; I have affairs to ſettle, and can- 
r " „ not be interrupted. You, Sir,“ ſaid he to 
hi r Collet, “ have acted nobly by my ſon - you muſt 
_— „ do me the favour to wear this ring,” taking a 
5 c 7 ES valuable diamond off his. finger. Collet ſtarted 
l b back — to accept of ſuch a preſent from an inſolv- 
al "Wnt for buſineſs in the courſe of his profeſſion, 
would have been conſidered by him as an act of 
injuſtice, and much more when it meant to pa 
for his friendſhip—he found himſelf hurt at the 
idea. Mr. Herbert, however, would not be re- 
fuſed; he inſiſted on his taking it, with a warmth 
that plainly ſnewed he thought himſelf offended 
id off by Collet's declining his offer. He therefore, with 
ng b creat reluctance, at laſt, put it on his finger, ſe- 
; to bil my reſolving, however, it thould return to the 
family. . . 5 
: As Wilkinſon found Mr. Herbert in no mood to 
inne talk of buſineſs, he now propoſed going; the leave 
mti ig hey took of him was on his fide ſolemn: he em- 
braced Wilkinſon affectionately “ Voung man, 
faid he, © I bave been your friend; if, when I am 
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& no more, my family ſhould want one, do not 
« forget it.” | OP 

* Never, Sir,“ anſwered he, © can I forget the 
1 ny obligations I am under to you; your in. 
cc tereſt, and that of your family, ſhall ever be 
“ mine; J have no doubt but you will yet,” con. 
tinued he, ſmiling, “ confer many more favours 
„ on me.” This was ſaid as they were parting, 
Mr. Herbert inſtantly drew back and ſhut 
the door; and Wilkinſon then had the oppor- 
tunity he longed for of enquiring after the fate of 
Anna. | | 
Mr. Manſel had been laid up with the pout 
three months back; his diſtreſs at not hearing 
from her was unſpeakable, although he knew not 
ſhe left the Edwins; and Wilkinſon was charged 
with a letter full of remonſtrances at her unkind- 
neſs. His ſurprize at hearing from Mrs. Herbert 
ſhe was gone, and that they were ignorant of her 
preſent ſituation, was, as may be imagined, great, 
and his anxiety not leſs. She had been his firſt, 
and indeed his only love. While ſhe was fingle 
there was a hope which he had fondly indulged. 
The diſcovery Collet's miſtake had made, was at 
once pleaſing and painful: he was overjoyed to 
find, as he then thought, where ſhe was; and not 
a little hurt to ſee by the ſtyle of his letter, the 
Doctor looked on Herbert as her lover. As 
ſoon as he could reſume the ſubject of the miſ- 
take in the letter which Collet had made, he in- 
formed him of his commiſſion from her friend, 
and requeſted the favour of Miſs Manſel's ad- 
I he Doctor, who had not the art of keeping ſe- 


crets, in return communicated to him all that had 


come' to his thx of Anna. No words can 


expreſs Wilkinſon's aſtoniſhment, nor could any 
power on earth leſſen his confidence in the honour 
of 
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of her principles, or the purity of her heart. He 
heard with indignation the low ſcandal of the vil- 


lage, and with rage the accuſations of theft con- 


firmed by Lord Sutton. He ſwore to make him 
prove or eat his words: — But when he ſaw the 


hand writing of the deſpicable Peer, his propoſal 
of marriage, and the rough draft of her anſwer, 
which 


proved ſhe was ſenſible of the injuries he 
had offered her; he was with difficulty reſtrained 


5 from going that inſtant to his houſe. In the con- 
1 Muation of Collet's hiſtory, he learnt, to his great 


grief and mortification, ſhe was now out of the 


reach of his inquiries: yet he determined, if poſſi- 


ble, to find out her retreat, and to prevail on her 


to return to Mr. Manſel's. 


They were on the point of parting, when who 


5 ſhould daſh by but Mr Bently; he ſtopped at fight 
of Collet. “ Can't find this girl, Doctor; can- 


not find her (deliberately taking off his hat 


= © to cool himſelf) high nor low; 


have walked 


0 | © the Caribbee iſlands and blind alleys, as well - 
Las high ſtreets, aſked at every houſe with a2 
bill u 


4 A 


all in vainz nay, I have had that 
puppy watched; he goes no where but to Par- 


& © liament Houſe, gaming-tables, and brothels ;— 


„A wiſe ſenator, ha! Doctor]! but I won't go 
© © home until I do. And what do you. think 


Ii do next? why Tll advertiſe her, with 


& © a handſome reward.“ 


Bently. 2 


And away walked 


% That,“ ſaid Collet, © is another of your 


_ © friend's admirers.” Wilkinſon, curious to know 
more of a being who appeared quite a character, 


would have detained the Doctor longer, but again 

recollection was the friend of his patients, and di- 

rectly he took the road to Layton. „ 
TY. 2 Wilkinſon 
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72 X. 
Wilkinſon returned to Bond- ſtreet; where havin; 
recounted the particulars that had paſſed with Mr. 
Herbert, it was agreed they ſhould go next day to 
the Fleet, and endeavour to prevail on him to write 
to Sir William, who they made no doubt would 
then ſettle his affairs. And if,” ſaid Mrs. Her. 
bert, © at laſt he will be content at home, we wil | 
« give up the houſe at Bath, and be happy «| 
„ Llandore.” ' = 
At ſupper he repeated to Mrs. Herbert what hf 
had heard of Anna, great part of which ſhe knew 
but when he came to Sutton's honorable addreſle, MY. 
it required all her confidence in his veracity to in..: 
_ duce her to give it credit. Patty on her part lovei gg: 
our heroine with an affection founded on the ſolid 
baſis of eſteem; ſhe could eaſily credit every othe 
circumſtance that ſpoke to the honour of he e 
friend, but this affair of Sutton's was almoſt in... 
credible, even to her: indeed they both recollectei n 
his paſſion for Cecilia had not been lately heard of 
but ſtill for a man of rank to join with fo poor a 
implement in debaſing the character of a wom u, 
one moment, and the next offer her his name ani 
fortune, were actions which, in their idea, e-. 
ceeded probability. Wilkinſon, in the honel 
warmth of his ſoul, avowed his intention of hun- 


ing the vile calumny to the bottom, that could brani, 
2 young creature, who was the ſweeteſt emblem r: 
virtue, with the practice of vice: no rank, age, «Ml 
ſex, he ſwore, ſhould eſcape his inquiries, nor the: 
deareſt conſiderations on earth prevent his expoſing, 

and as far as was in his power, puniſhing the per 'T 

33 of fo inhuman an act. Mrs. Herbert, 
however, intreated him to be tender, for her ſake, 
d 07 hoiiinind freer, nord 


CHAP. 


/ 


„„ 


An Menation. 
y f 
c WM: R8. Pak who had not cloſed * e yes 
At u from the inſtant the danger of her darling fon = 
new 


| - cached her, retired, overcome with fatigue, be- 


eſſe, Pore nine o'clock; and Wilkinſon, not chuſing 
0 in. himſelf to loſe any time in town, as the company's 
N Bp I. firs were ſo deranged, ſet out to viſit 1. per- 
> 1010 


ons who had been very kind to him in his infancy, 
7 End for whom he had a great affection. They were 
f hei people in rather low circumſtances, whoſe regard 


ſt i. Y 520 been of the utmoſt advantage to his early years, 
jectei Ss to whom he had allowed fomething towards 
rd of; Their maintenance; from the time he had beg un 
zOr an 


0 receive the pay of his own labour, and for the 


oma 15 two years, they experienced the ſweets of 

ne aj plenty, having received, by his order, one Suines 

az K 4 der week. 

honel 1 Croſſing Oxford road, two ladies paſſed him 

Aba i quick, and getting into a hackney egach, it 
T 


Nas ordered, by a voice he was ſure he knew, to 


lem ol rive to the park. The lateneſs of the hour, — 
age, a ſci being without attendants, rather ſtaggered 
nor tim; yet, 1 ens he ſaw Miſs Edwin, or Jean 
poſing Per lvesk, it was her; a ſudden impulſe of curio- 
he per i ty tempted him to fallow the coach, Which, not- 


erbert, 


(ae ithſtanding, being perpetually bid to drive on, 
r fas 


ent a very flow pace: they alighted at Spring 

ardens, and the moon ſhining bright, he ſaw he 
as not miſtaken ; they were hardly entered the 
Fark, when * were joined by two gentle- 


Avon. II. E EE 


both couples appearing perfectly at eaſe with each 
other. | 7 


ed at that late hour. Indeed he had other motives Ml 


hour's converſation with Miſs Edwin; which, nov 


74 "1 WA 


men, and preſently the ladies were divided, 


He could not poſſibly be with both parties, he 
therefore ſtuck to Cecilia, who he followed at » 
diſtance, and found the walk was to be the end of 
the preſent meeting; for in half an hour, the lady 
who had ſeparated from them, called to the other 
to go; they parted with the gentlemen where they Þ 
met, the ſalutations of both being in French, which 
Wilkinſon did not underſtand. He could there- own. 
fore make nothing out from what little he heard tion, 
of their converſation ; but certain of their perſons, the m 
and Anna in his head, he thought as this was, per- mirati 
haps, the only time he might have to ſpeak to Miſs Jantr 
Edwin, he would not let it eſcape ; there was a my 
tery, an indecorum, in the interview he had been but nc 
witneſs to, that gave him a courage he would, on 
any other occaſion, have wanted in addreſſing Mis ring 
Edwin: but reſpect is incompatible with the diſco MEluded 
"ou of a lady's intrigue. FA Eb tible. 
On pretence, therefore, of aſſiſting them to the nere i, 
coach, he affected to recognize Cecilia—Never f this 
was meeting with an old country acquaintance ſo M ddity 
mal 4 propos—Fain would ſhe have denied herſclf, Mi 
and finding that impqſſible, laughed at their being appine 
out alone ſo late. As a frolic, Wilkinſon joined his hu 
in their good humour, and jumped into the coach {Mireſs he 
with them, proteſting that his reſpect for her #:-|Mcedom 
mily would not ſuffer him to leave them unguard uur. 


he had an ardent wiſh to be admitted to half an 


that fortune had ſo particularly favoured him, by 
meeting her in ſuch a ſituation, at ſuch an hour, he 
hoped the would not refuſe. | Fhenever 
A coquette is a being whoſe paſſion for admirs 
tion increaſes with being fed; ſhe is fo well vy 
5 | | . .herlell; 


— 


f 


N 3 
uerſelf, that if a man puts on a ſpecious counte- 
ance in her preſence, ſhe ſets him down as her 
own, and attributes the ſolemnity of his aſpect to 
ES the paſſion ſhe has inſpired. Let him be gay, ſhe: 


ed, 
ich 


he 


t a I exerts all her artifice and cunning to rob him of 
| of the free enjoyment of his own ſpirits. She never 


ady doubts his profeſſions, becauſe it is at firſt more 
ther generally her intereſt to appear the dupe of them. 
they ler whole buſineſs with mankind is to inſnare and 
hich {deceive : and knowing the inſignificance of her 
gere- own character, putting flirtation out of the queſ- 
eard tion, forms no expectation of being approached by 
(ons, the male ſex on any other ſubject but love and ad- 
per- miration, or in any other ſtile but that of gal- 
my Mifs Edwin perfectly recollected Wilkinſon; 
been put not fenſible of any kind of buſineſs he could 
1, on {have with her, and her imagination ever on the 
Mis ing for new conqueſts, ſhe immediately con- 
diſco- fluded he was a victim to charms ſhe believed irre- 
ſtible. True, he was a low country fellow, a 
to the nere ideot; nevertheleſs if ſhe could but get out 
Never f this ſcrape, his ſtupidity might amuſe, and his 
ice {0 ddity divert her. It would be pleafant to rob 
erſcli, im of his peace, and delightful, by a ſhew of 
being Fappineſs, to lull him into mifery. With 
joined his humane intention, ſhe luffered him to 
coach reſs her hand; nor attempted to repulſe the 
1er fa: eedom of his addreſs with any of her uſual 

guard Wanuteur. S308 4 

notive Her companion had not yet once broke filence, . 
alf an ut fat trembling, in expectation of the event; 
h, nov Hrhile Cecilia, with an eaſy familiarity, entered 
im, by ito chat with the intruder; not once apprebend-- 
our, he {We but ſhe could frown him into obedience 
rhenever it was convenient to diſmiſs him. 
,dmirs he was miſtaken; the low fellow was as 
11 with vulnerable to her ſmiles as unawed by her 


herſelh . E 2 froens, 


75 A i A 


frowns, when it was intimated the ladies could 
now diſpenſe with his attendance. Good hu. 
mour, gravity, ſcorn, anger, nor ſerious re- 
IS, had any effect on the vulgar crea- 
ture! 

He ſtill perſiſted in ſeeing her home; and when 
there, having half an hour's audience —At laſt, 
18 they were not going home.” ““ No! for hes. 
« ven's ſake, where then?” * It could be nothing 
© to him—lt was very unlike a gentleman to be 
_& ſo troubleſome.” —© He thou * differently 
© When he had the honour of ">. Lady Edwin, 
«© which would be in the courſe of a month, and 
ce told her when and where he had met her daugh- 
„ ter, ſhe, he was ſure, would never thank him 
« for leaving her expoſed to inſults.” —“ Wel 
then, cried Cecilia, peeviſhly, © we had ſome 
18 buſineſs at Madam Chambaud's in St. James's 
„ ſtreet, and the evening being fine, we were 
« tempted to troll aut aur e will attend 
us there“. 5 

The falſchoad af this Rowy! was not calculated wh 
1 n Wilkinſon with much reſpect for his fai 
companions : however, Cecilia promiſing ſolemn- 
ly to be at home to him at eleven next morning 
he alighted; and keeping the carriage in view, fav 
them get out at the milliner's; where, ſoon after | 
an elegant vi-a-wis drew up, and the ladie man 
having put off their calaſhes, got into zit; of 
this carriage, as they drove very _ 3s" oon lol 
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ſight. kept : 
"This incident made it too late to viſit his frien to ch; 
in the city, and he returned to Groſvenor Squar BY of a fr 


where he was 1nvited to take this bed. 


F EG; 
hen 1 208 
laſt, | 
hea- 
ning 


_ The Suicide. 
be 


win, WH found the ladies ready dreſſed, and impatient to 


ugh- |} I know not the reaſon,” ſaid Mrs. Herbert, 
him ( but inſtead of the quiet repoſe I expected after 


Wel © the bleſſed news of yeſterday, which I hoped 
ſome would have given me, what I have long been 
nes's EZ © deprived of, a good night's reſt, I have been diſ- 
wer BY © turbed by the moſt horrid dreams, and waked in 
tent BN © terrors not to be expreſſed——1 fear that wretch, 
| FTyrrel, is dead.“ 5 

ted o Wilkinſon and Miſs Herbert did all they could 
is far to difpel thoſe apprehenfions ; which increaſing 


emma every moment, he propoſed going round by the 
mige Borough, and calling at the grocer's before they 
v, ſau went to Mr. Herbert's; juſt. as their route was ſet- 
after WE tled, Mr. Edwin was announced. That gentle- 


ladies 
it; a 
on lot 
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man was a ſtranger in his own houſe; and 
his own family were the people he leaſt 


kept and his ſervants reſided there; but except 
frieniſſ to change them, or fleep off the intemperance 
Square of a frolickſome night, it was the laſt place he was 
| © likely to be ſeen at. Sometimes, but very rarely, 
he did Mrs. Edwin the honour of eating a ſilent 


to be of her party in the evening, expreſſed his ex- 


1 Al 
J treme morti fication and regret that an engagement 


his 


- WIIXINsO N, on bis riäng next morning, 


— 


thought of converſing with. His cloaths were 


dinner with her; and once or twice, being ray 


prevented his having that honour; ſince which, 


75 A. N A. 
frowns, when it was intimated the ladies could 
now «diſpenſe with his attendance. Good hu- 
mour, gravity, ſcorn, anger, nor ſerious re- 
wanne, had any effect on the vulgar crea- 
ture! | oy Tree oa 18 
le ſtill perſiſted in ſeeing her home; and when 
there, having half an hour's audience — At laſt, 
ce they were not going home.” —* No! for hea- 
« ven's ſake, where then?” * It could be nothing 
© to him—It was very unhke a gentleman to be 
“ ſo troubleſome.” “ He thought differently 
“When he had the honour of ſeeing Lady Edwin, 
“ which would be in the courſe of a month, and 
c told her when and where he had met her daugh- 
<« ter, ſhe, he was ſure, would never thank him 
« for leaving her expoſed to inſults.” — Well 
„ then,” cried Cecilia, peeviſhly, © we had fome 
«© bufinefs at Madam Chambaud's in St. James - 
6 ſtreet, and the evening being fine, we were 
« tempted to ſtroll autour carriage will attend 
. . Slot; 3 
Ihe falſehood of this ſtory was not calculated o 
inſpire Wilkinſon with much reſpeck for his fair 
companions : however, Cecilia promiſing ſolemn- 
ly to be at home to him at eleven next morning, 
he alighted; and keeping the carriage in view, ſav 
them get out at the milliner's; where, ſoon after, i 
an elegant vis-a-wis drew up, and the ladies 
having put off their calaſhes, got into sit; of Mi 
this carriage, as they drove very faſt, he oon lot 


ſight. 1 — io 


This incident made it too late to viſit his friend i 
in the city, and he returned to Groſvenor Square, i 
where he was invited to take his bed. | J 
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The Suicide. 


5 W ILKINSON, on his riſing next morning, 
found the ladies ready dreſſed, and impatient to 
be gone. fe prin. ot * 

el know not the reaſon,” ſaid Mrs. Herbert, 
7 © but inſtead of the quiet repoſe I expected after 


the bleſſed news of yeſterday, which I hoped 
% would. have given me, what I have long been 


3 « deprived of, a good night's reſt, I have been diſ- 
„ turbed by the moſt horrid dreams, and waked in 
= © terrors not to be expreſſed——1 fear that wretch, 


« 'Tyrrel, is dead.“ 
Wilkinſon and Miſs Herbert did all they could 


to diſpel thoſe apprehenſions; which increaſing 
every moment, he propoſed going round by the 
Borough, and calling at the grocer's before they 


went to Mr. Herbert's; juſt as their route was ſet- 
tled, Mr. Edwin was announced. That gentle- 


man was a ſtranger in his own houſe; and 
his own family were the people he leaſt 
thought of converſing with. His cloaths were 
kept and his ſervants reſided there; but except 
to change them, or ſleep off the intemperance 
of a frolickſome night, it was the laſt place he was 


likely to be ſeen at. Sometimes, but very rarely, 
he did Mrs. Edwin the honour of cating a ſilent 


dinner with her; and once or twice, being preſſed 


to be of her party in the evening, expreſſed his ex- 
treme- mortification and regret that an engagement 


prevented his having that honour; ſince which, 


his 


— 
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his happy wife had not troubled him or herſelf any 


more on the ſubject. He had heard with a ſang 


froid, peculiar to the character of a modern fine 


gentleman, the ſituation of Mr. Herbert Anna 


Was ſtill the object of his wiſhes; but his paſſions 


were now rather more intereſted in the diviſion of 
a pack of cards, and the chance of the dice, than 
on all that woman could beſtow. The obtainin 
her was attended with ſuch trouble, which he 
hated, and fo much time, of which he had not a 
m6ment to ſpare; that except now and then, 
when a very bad run at play, and the effects of 
conſtant aiiffpition and immorality in his courſe 


of life, brought ſomething like recollection acroſs 


him (which had been the caſe the day ſhe 


quitted Layton) he ſeldom beſtowed a thought 


on her. 
But he could not ſo far entirely ſurmount every 


prejudice of his juvenile years, as to hear of the 
, misfortunes of Charles with the ſame indifference, 


had ſlept at home the laſt morning, and waking 


earlier than common, with the head-ach, his ſer- 


want was ſummoned with tea, which while he was 


taking, without the leaſt reliſh, merely to diſpel 


the fumes of Champaign, Bates mentioned the 
ſtory of the murder, Charles's flight, and 
Mrs. Herbert's diſtraction, with the uſual additi- 
ons and aggravations a tale generally meets in re- 


peating. 8 
He immediately threw off the languor to which 
he had devoted the morning, and, dreſſing with 


the greateſt expedition, went to Groſvenor- ſquare, 
where he was received with a gratitude and af- 
fection, that gave him the ' firſt ſenſible plea- 


ſure he had for ſome months experienced, 
except the four honours at a game at Whiſt, 
or a lucky caſt of the dice; which, however, to 
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had at firſt cut her to the ſoul : 
ceaſed to think on his courſe of living with any 
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do him juſtice, he was ſeldont ſo happy as to er- 
| counter. 


He took them in his carriage to the Borough; 
and, during the ride, the warmth with which he 
eſpouſed the cauſe of her ſon; made Mrs. Herbert 
and Patty eloquent in his:praiſe. 

Under the thick veil, which his unjuſtifiable 


purſuits ſpread over the mind of Edwin, there 


et exiſted ſome of the principles of humanity, 
. and generoſity. The happineſs he faw he 
imparted, 'exhilarated his own ſpirits ; and the con- 
ſciouſneſs of being nw on' a laudable purſuit, re- 
lieved him from the ennui which, of late, never 
left him but at the gaming gpple, or a ſtill worſe 

lace. s 
: They found Mrs. Herbert had been a falſe pro- 
pheteſs; for Tyrrel was better. He then accom- 
panied them to the Fleet, Edwin promiſing every 
good office in his power for Mr. Herbert. 

Mrs. Herbert, as I have informed my reader, 
had long lived on terms of the moſt miſerable bee 
truſt of a huſband ſhe tenderly and paſhoy --* 
loved Still he offended, and ſtill he w 


nections had injured her health; from that 1 
riod the declined his bed; and his conduct fie N 
had been ſo little adapted to heal the ſhock her 
virtues for him had received, that ſhe had gra- 


dually felt herſelf ſuperior to the man who was 


continually wounding her pride and affection. 
Time had blunted the edge of thoſe injuries which 
and ſhe had long 


other uneaſineſs than what a good and generous 
heart ever feels for the internal peace of thoſe they 


are connected with, and her fear for the future 
welfare of her family inſpired :—His affairs were 


ſecrets to her, but when her intereſt was wanting 
* b | with 


given; till the conſequence of his indelicate con "RE 
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with her brather, which commiſhon ſhe chearfully 
undertook, as they were always gloſſed over by 
{ome plauſible pretext or other :—the hopes, there- 
fore, of his reformation, gave her pleaſure; but the 
rapture of re-gaining his heart was out of her 
thoughts; all her perſonal love for him was tranſ- 
ferred to her children ; but duty and religion taught 
her to rejoice in his abandoning his errors, and in. 
duced het to adopt every mode of conduct towards 
him that could render the new path of honour 
delightful. . | 
Patty loved her father; and now that ſhe could 
honour as well as love him, ſhe ſhould, ſhe ſaid, be 
the happieſt girl on earth. | 
Wilkinſon had reaſon, in point of intereſt as 
well as friendſhip, to wiſh it, and Edwin was re- 
-folved to reheve his uncle from his diſtreſs.— 
With theſe diſpoſitions they appraached the priſon. 
When the coach drew up, the ceremony of un- 
locking the gates, ſtruck Mrs. Herbert with a 
ſecret horror, and Patty gaſped for breath. 
Wilkinſon, obſerving how they were affec- 


ed, propoſed their ſtaying in the coach, while 


he went up to appriſe Mr. Herbert of their 
viſits | 
Edwin would have accompanied him, but Mis 
Herbert, frightened at the looks of the place, and 
the ſtrange countenances ſhe ſaw paſſing to and 
fro, caught hold of him, and begged him not to 
leave them. Several people were crowded round 
the door, and more were gathering. The elegant 
carriage which ſtood ſo near, was an object of cu- 
rioſity:— The ladies pulled up the blinds next the 
door: They knew not but the place was accul- 
tomed to be ſo thronged. „ 
Wilkinſon's tay being protracted beyond their 
ideas of any probable cauſe, Mr, Edwin offered to 
ſeek him. Still Patty clung to him in terror; and 
5 | | 1 Mrs. Her- 


14 


A MK MK A. 81 
Mrs. Herbert, again giving way to the forebodings 


of ber affrightened imagination, waited in pale 
and dreadful ſuſpence. The crowd increaſing to 
quite a mob, with ſerious and earneſt faces, Edwin 
4 begged chem to ſuffer him to leave them a few mo- 
ments he could form no idea of what detained 


their friend but it was proper to enquire; ſome 
aceident might have happened to him; —there- 
fore he was ono to go, and the blind again 
aun up. 
nm 2 moment, howerer, he returned with 
ET Wilkinſon. 
On, what bas happened what Ardadful news 
„ have you to impart?” cried Mrs. Herbert, in 
an agony, at fight of the terrified countenances of 
the two gentlemen ; and finding the coach turning 
from the priſon, © For the love of heaven, Sir,” 
ſaid Patty, tell us the worſt. Is my papa dead! 
Why do we leave this horrid place without ſee- 
(0 ing him! 1 ow 
Stop the coach, Sir, Py aid Mrs. l 4 I. 
1  infiſt on it, I will know the worſt ATR IST: leave 
= © this fpot.” 
= Wilkinſon ſtill Cat in | ſpeechleſs terror: —Edwin, | 
hardly able to articulate, begged them to be Paci- 
= fied and let the carriage drive o. 
„ Ah no,“ faid Mrs. Herbert, © I came to viſit 
and adminifter conſolation to my penitent huſ- 
© © bande I will not return till Iam ſure he is out 
of che reach of my aſſiſtance, or till (which God 
„ forbid) I know he has returned to his een, 
and refuſes it. 
| Finding it impoſſible to perſuade ber to re- 
tum in nacertainty, the carriage ſto IPD 18 ny 
m#: * don't you ſpeak, Mr. Wilkinſon 

The tears which xow flowed from his _ eyes 
| gave him the power of utterance he bhegged they 
would not aſk what would ſhock them to hear.— 


E 5 Mr, Her- 
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Mr. Herbert was really out of the reach of all af. 
ſiſtance. | 

ce What, i is he dead then; . aſked Mrs. Herter, 
in a voice of anguiſh. 

Not dead—but paſt every kind of help.” 

“ Not dead! and ſhall I then turn my back on 
c the father of my children while he has life? 
« Open the door—I can, at leaſt, receive his laſt 
« breath.” 

It was in vain to oppoſe her—ſhe poſhed on, 

followed by her daughter, through the croud, who, 
finding ſhe was wife to the unhappy man, in re- 
ſpectful pity, let her paſs. Wilkinfon, with dif- 
. got before her: ſhe followed up the ſtone 
ſtairs to the door of che apartment to which 
he led. 
There on a hed ha though the beſt in the 
priſon, lay Mr. Herbert; his eyes half cloſed, his 
jaw fallen, and in the laſt pangs of death. Several 
good-looking men and one woman, were ſtand- 
ing near the bed: the curtains were open to ad- 
mit the air—a ſilent horror ſeemed to reign in the 
minds of the ſpeCtators, who had been offering their 
unavailing aſſiſtance. 

„ Oh! Herbert, Herbert !” (aid the diſtreſſed 
wife, finking on her knees by the bed fide, while 
"Patty, not able to give a ſecond look at the horrid 
ſpectacle before her, hid her face at the feet) “is 
4 it thus I ſee thee !\—Are theſe the comforts | 
- . fondly promiſed myſelf from thy reformation !— 

to Charles! Dear Charles !—Doſt thou not know 
« me?” (looking on him for ſome moments to ſee 
if he obſerved her). | 
What is his diſorder? Can nothing 'E done 
« for him, Mr. Wilkinſon,” couſin Edwin? Gen- 
„ tlemen, are you of the faculty? can LI do no- 


picion 
other 
neſs; 
ly let 
ther, 


Ihe "nga for him tt 241 to rec 


aſ- 
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A fudden alteration in the heavy breath of the 


dying man calling all their attention, at this inſtant 


they gathered round him. A gleam of ſenſe had 
reanimated his laſt moment; his eyes were lifted 
up to the face of his injured wife. — While 
her tears were in big drops wetting his face as 
ſhe hung over him, he fetched a deep bgh and ex- 
ired. 
N Mrs. Herbert fainting in che arms of Edwin, and 
her daughter unable to move from the ſpot where 
ſhe at firſt had ſunk, were objects that affected all 
preſent. They were carried out of the ſcene of 
death into an apartment belonging to the keeper of 


the priſon, and attended by the gentlemen of the 


faculty, who had been vainly called in to the dy- 


ing man. 


As ſoon as, by the humane efforts of the people . 
gged to 
know the particulars of the ſad ſcene they had been 
In this, however, Mr. Edwin and 
Igno- 


about her, Mrs. Herbert recovered, ſhe be 


witneſs to. 
Wilkinſon poſitively refuſed to gratify her. 
rance, indeed, of his laſt act a: violence, was far 
more eligible chan to be indulged in her. requeſt ; 

and the reluctance eve 
ing into particulars, too fatally confirming her moſt 


dreadful apprehenſions, ſhe was prevailed on to re- 
turn with Mr. Edwin, nne to nen very f 


care about the body. 


Miſs Herbert was ſo very mild i in her own tem- 


per and diſpoſition, and -ſo little acquainted with : 
the effects of deſperation in others, ſhe had no ſuſ- 
picion Mr. Herbert's death was attended with any 


other uncommon circumſtances than its fudden- 
w_ and in this ng Saas her friends wiſe- 


Iy let ker continue—ſhe ſincerely lamented her fa- 


ther, and grieved inceſſantly ſhe bad not ſeen him, 


to. receive! his laſt bleſſing. Wasen he bad doſt his 
lenſes. | | % 
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Mr. Edwin gave the ſtro eſt invitation td go to 
Portman Square; but Mrs. erbert knew too wel] 
the unfeeling diſpoſition of the ladies there to ac- 
dept it; he therefore infiſted on being her banker; 
und promiſinꝑ to fave her the painful taſk of writing 
W Sif William, he left them. 

In his way from them to Portman Square, the 
cell ſcene of the morning recurred to Mr. Edwin's 
TeeollteRtion the dreadful finale of a man, whoſe 
fe had been devoted to the ſame guilty pleaſures 


he was himſelf a flaye to, could not but ſhock him 
&xevedingly. He had an engagement for that day 


at che houſe of a famous courtezan in high life, 
Where he Was to have had the honour of being in 
any with ſome of the firſt young men of the 


agé, in point both of birth and talents; no diſgrace 


following to either from the character of their 
Hoſteſs, ho, added to her beauty, was miſtreſs of 
every accompliſhment, and every art to murder 
time and baniſh reflection: but the was not now 


-pfeſent 5; and her empire over the ſenfes not being 
<uite ſo ſtrong in ablence, as when the eyes were 


faſcinated with her charms, he formed a reſolution 
of ſtaying at home the whole day; not doubting but 
n an 6ccafion fo ſolemn Mrs. Edwin would ſhut 
Hex doors. 

When his kerram attended him, his ert queſ- 
tion Was after his lady and ſiſter. 

The man ſtared, ſo unufual was the leaſt defire 
in eicher of this worthy couple to meet, that he 
doubted his ane . the uncommon gra- 
bee > of his maſter comvitced a be was in 


115 


Fw 1 on.” 1 5 

{= Dim any company dine there d. Frajan was 

n Ko — and Col. Mendez.” 
. e 


« The 


« The gentlemen that dine here every day.” 

Mr. Edwin now | ſtared in his turn; but 
feeling more hurt and aſtoniſhed than he choſe to 
ſhew, only deſired to know when his lady return- 
ed—and then performed his promiſe to Mrs. Her- 
bert, of writing to his father all that had: come 


- to his knowledge concerning the death of 
e Mr. Wilkinſon ſoon after called, as Mr. Edwin 
58 had requeſted, to inform him of every circumſtance 
m he could learn reſpecting the deceaſed. He found 
* that Mr. Herbert had been from the time of his 
e, moving to the Fleet Priſon very buſy in arranging 
in his papers — that he went not to bed the night he 
he came there — his ſervant, who had lived with him 
ice twenty years, had begged him to take ſome re- 
eir freſhment, but he could prevail for no more than 
of a diſh of coffee. The man ſaid, that after Wilkin- 


der fon and Collet had left him the night before, he had 
ow ¾ ³̃uſf fat down with renewed eagerneſs to his papers, and 
having tied them up in ſeparate parcels, with la- 
bels on each, which he kiniſhed about four in the 
morning, he told his ſervant he would then go to 
reſt that while he was undreſſing, he aſked if he 
remembered his wedding? and being anſwered in 
the affirmative, he aſked him, if, then, when he 
received the hand of Miſs Edwin, he could have 
conceived he could ever arrive at ſuch a callous 
piece of villamy as to rum her and her children for 
ſuch a wretch as Nichols? 'That finding by his 
maſter's voice and manner that he was greatly af- 
fected, he begged him to revert his thoughts from 
a ſubject ſo diſtreſſing, and call them to the happier 
proſpeRts that certainly awaited his mew ſentiments 
that he returned no anſwer, but ordered him to 
o to bed in a little clofet adjoinmg his maſter's 
bed's head. Finding him, as he thought, afleep 
this morning, he went very ſilently about his 
F 95 buſineſs, 
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buſineſs, and having got his chocolate ready, he 
ſat in expectation of his waking that at eleven 
o'clock he went to his bed fide, and ſtooping to ſe 
if Mr. Herbert was awake, he perceived blood on 
the bed clothes. He immediately alarmed the 
place; when they found the unhappy man had 
cut his wriſt quite acroſs the artery, and was yet 
bleeding, although life ſeemed to have deſerted 
him. Lecry — was inſtantly procured—it 
was all too late—he was ſuppoſed” to have been 
bleeding from the time his ſervant left him. 
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Modern Senſtility. 
M R. Edwin was very much ſhocked at this 


tragical end of a man of pleaſure. The conduct of 
Nichols was far from ſurpriſing him; he knew that 
women who once ſwerve from the paths of virtue, 
ſeldom, very ſeldom, ſtop at their firſt offence; 
and the Akpated life he led taught him daily to 
know, minds where honour and delicacy once 
reigned, but when vice triumphed in their ſtead, 
were the ſureſt to be found in the oppoſite extreme, 
once made the prey of man. It is à kind of awful 
juſtice, every libertine knows, in the caſe of his 
companion, though unity may bliſd him as to his 
own, that he rns become the 
quey: ee des bas 
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= robbed of feeling and conſcience 3 but that it 
ZZ ſhould be the fatal means of ſuch entire ruin was 
EZ new and horrid; a tranſitory reſolution to reform 
© for the firſt time entered his mind but how 
was it to be affected? | 

Anna, the ſweeteſt model of every perfection, 


be but begun by that one more fin, with her he 
could live . from the whole world; his 
= wife might enjoy his eſtate a little, with Anna, 
vVould be the exceſs of luxury; from her ſweet ex- 


ſemblance of worth and honour. 
With theſe noble ideas of relinquiſhing vice, by 


from the latent reproaches of a guilty conſcience by 
the plauſible excuſe of his own happineſs, he was 
EZ interrupted by Wilkinſon riſing to take his leave. 
He would not however ſuffer him to go, but in- 
ſiſted on his dining, promiſing to accompany him 
to Mrs. Herbert's in the evening. a 


ladies, and Edwin inſtantly went to Mrs. Edwin's 
dreſſing- room. Her ſurpriſe at ſo unuſual a viſi- 
tor was manifeſted in her countenance; and a for- 
mal curtſey on her ſide being anſwered with as po- 
lite a bow on his, Edwin, with caution and po- 
© liteneſs, briefly acquainted her with the cataſtrophe 


in her to attend the mourners, and low them 
home with her———ſaid he was ſorry to find ſhe 
Jhad company to dine with her, but he ſuppoſed he 


their doors to be ſhut for a few days. 5 


Jing and ſorrow, till he came to the-part which re- 
quired her to deprive herſelf of the ſociety the 


3 could ſhe be procured, could his life of penitence 


amples his mind and manners ſhould acquire the 


= plunging more deeply into it, of reſcuing himſelf 


A loud rap announced the return home of the 


of the morning, and hinted how kind it would be 


need not point out to her that decency required 


Mrs. Edwin heard him with ſome degree of feel- 


hked ; 
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Hked; but that was too much; a woman of 
faſhion is above all forms but thoſe which, in- 
fringed, would loſe her the firſt place at the gold 
table, or deprive her of the admiration of the mul- 
titude. | 
© If Mr. Herbert had brought hikes, by hh 
« folly, to ruin and death, what could that pollibl T7 
e be to her ?” drawi 
« Or if Mrs. Herbert choſe to mourn at an WI 
event, which really ſhe could not help thinking menti 
6 ſhould have a very different effect, it could be no ſiſter 
« ſort of reaſon Way ihe ſhould break all her en- entire 
« gagements. of th: 
Indeed the ming conl not be done name 
% She had appointments for every hour on the evenin 
4 ſucceeding week, not one of which the could forth | 
* break,” | orf. 
« And as to the friends engaged to dine there, As 
* they were men of rank; one of whom had made and h; 
* overtures of marriage to Cecilia; and a8 Mr. Ed Eroſve 
te vin propoſed a friend of his on being admitted, o in 
* ſhe faw no reaſon to exclude them ; more eſpe- hat af 
e cially as it was not in her power to ſay ſhe knew Hered! 
where a card would meet them at this time of ntendi 
6 Wan 4 got ret 
< Overtures nf marriage to Cecilia 1 Could ſuch ere an 
« have been received with propriety, madam,” /m wi 
anſwered Edwin, © without my knowledge? 
Oh, as to that, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, „“ had it been 
2 « poſſible to have known when and where to find 
pow Colonel Mendez would, I dare tay, have 


I due reſpect 14 
felt the nd mn but the 
3 who uttered it was equally-xh object of con. 
and diſhke; her-ſcornful air, tlictefore, 3 
he turned to the glaſs, had no other effect on him, 
r Cs honour and 


wealth 


k 3 


C wealth of his family, perhaps likely to become the 


- 1 prey of ſome needy adventurer, filled him with 
31s concern, and he reſolved to acquieſce with the vi- 
ul. fit, in order to judge of the merits of the lover, 
and the manner in which he was received. Coolly 
his 5 bowing, he told her, ſhe would pleaſe herſelf, and 
bly he would have the honour of attending her in the 
drawing room at fix o'clock. 
an When he rejoined Wilkinſon, he could not help 
cing EZ mentioning this extraordinary conduct both of his 


eno ſiſter and wife. The calamities of the day had 
en. entirely drove his appointment with Cecilia out 
of that young man's head; but the inſtant her 
NE: name was mentioned, the adventure of the laſt 


the evening, as well as his intention of ſtanding 
ud forth the champion of Anna, returned to his me- 


USC "= . Is a | 
As it wanted ſome. time of their dinner hour, 


= and his dreſs required alteration, he returned to 
Ed. Eroſvenor Square, leaving Edwin fully determined 
ittech now in earneſt to purſue the only object on earth 
eſpe- 1 1 hat appeared worth the trouble; he therefore or- 


dered Bates to attend him early the next morning, 
ntending to go to Layton; from whence he would 
got return till he had tried every argument which 
ore __ ofter of his large fortune could furniſh 


go C ĩð 


H. LL 


Embarraſſments. 


A T the appointed hour the company met in 


keeping his appointment, the boor was returned ty 
the Welch mountains; her confuſion and ſurprize, 


therefore, at the fight of him uſhered in by ber 
brother, was great, but not equal to his, on recop- 


nizing, in the perſon of Mrs. Edwin, her comps 
nion in the park; and in thoſe of the two genti- 


of her 
with v 
tions, 
Herber 
erer, 
Hand his 


Mrs. Edwin's drawing room, namely, the lady her- W 
ſelf, Miſs Edwin, a Mrs. Corbet, Count Maxwell mn = 
Colonel Mendez, Mr. Edwin, and introduced br her be 
that gentleman, laſtly, Mr. Wilkinſon. wiki. 
Miſs Edwin had flattered herſelf, by his n« WF Cee 


her; and indeed her confuſion, was ſo viſible, Mr 


men, their eſcorts; a diſcovery that, in his igno- Poſfibili 


rant 1 of thinking, did not at all ſpeak to tir cu 42 
credit o 35 


either party. Mrs. Edwin changed cg... 

: | XZ , 
lour, as much as rouge an inch deep would ſuffer Worms te 
. l *. hat 
Corbet aſked her if ſhe was indiſpoſed ? The ſer ln 
vant juſt ſhewing himſelf at the door, as the figni N lattery 
for dinner, happily relieved her from a queſto The 
put with all the innocence in the world in mer... {ti 
malice | Im d 

5 . . 3 ö * e I 
The dinner paſſed without any of the party, er Mr. E 


cept the one lady viſitor, doing credit to the del conver; 


cacies before them. Colonel Mendez found him lkinſo 
ſelf exceedingly embarraſſed at the piercing blaci ecilia's 
eyes of Mr. Edwin, who ſeemed to look into a ſou A req 


not very well prepared for ſuch a ſtrict ſerutinrother, 


He had, indeed, never appeared to ſo little advat 


eivin 
ta; 85 is 
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El tage before his miſtreſs. An air of conſtraint 
EZ clouded the uſual gaiety and eaſe of his mien and 
EE ſtrange as it actually was, he found himſelf at a 
E® loſs for words. | Fe” 

The Count was guarded in every look and action; 
he was a very fine figure, polite and well bred, a a 
EG foreigner by birth, though perfectly converſant 
with the Engliſh tongue; he appeared thoughtful 
and reſerved. | 

Mrs. Edwin was at no time a woman whoſe 
E talents would much adorn her elevated rank; ſhe 
was now particularly deficient, and not a little by 
her behaviour did ſhe add to the very poor opinion 
EZ Wilkinſon entertained of her. Ons 
Cecilia, ſpite of her coquetry, of the preſence 
of her lover, and of the diſagreeable rencontre 


et in 
her- 
well 


ed by 


8 not 
1ed to 


Pri with Wilkinſon, could not entirely hide her emo- 
Y bt tions, at the animated account given of Charles 
recog Herbert; he was indeed mow an indigent wan- 
ompr derer, his eſtate gone, his fortune ruined, himſelf 
rent Band his family dependent on hers, there was no 
1850 poſſibility of indulging her partiality for him; ſhe 
* could not be ſo mean; yet his perſon, his ſenti- 
ed c 


ments, his manners, recurred in the moſt pleaſing 
Worms to her imagination; ſhe gave them a ſigh: 
hat more has a, coquette to beſtow on the un- 
Wortunate ?— and turned her willing ear to the 
Wiattery of the more proſperous Colonel. 

& Che parade and oſtentation of the meal, ren- 
Wered ſtill more tedious by the hurry every body 
eemed in to get it over, was at length removed. 


Mr. Edwin was trying to draw the Colonel into 
he del converſation he as induſtriouſſ y avoided, when 
d hi ilkinſon, as the ladies were retiring, claimed 
g blOBPecilia's promiſe of half an hour's audience. 

o a fo A requeſt ſo odd, at ſuch a time, ſurpriſed her 
hrs rother, and alarmed the lover; which he per- 
> A 


eving, as well as the young lady's embarraſſment, 
TS 6. oF added, 


92 | A N N A. 
added, if it would not intrude on the etiquette of 
form, he would be glad it might be in the preſent 
company. LET 
Cecilia, not daring either to deny or explain the 
manner in which the promiſe was obtained, filently 
ſuffered him to lead her to her ſeat, while Mrs. 
Edwin had recourſe to her ſalts, which were 
brought in by Frajan. 
Wilkinſon's whole ſoul was in the cauſe of his 
beloved Anna; he boldly and manfully expatiated 
on the beauty of her perſon, the extent of her un 
derſtanding and on the graces of her mind; he re- 
peated many inſtances of the greatneſs of her foul, 
and the goodneſs of her heart; he brought to the 
mind of Cecilia the virtue and integrity of her 


friend, Mrs. Manſel; her upright conduct, and her 


unimpeached character; mentioned it as the pride 


of his heart that it had been devoted to Mit 


Manſel, and as his ſevereſt affliction to have been 
rejected; he followed her to London, when he 
found ſhe might have been ſtill more advantageouſly 
and more honoutably eſtabliſhed ; and then repeat- 
ed the cruelty and injuſtice with which ſhe had 
been treated; told them the calumny ſhe had lain 
under, both with reſpect to Mr. Edwin and other 
as infamous charges, in conſequence of which, he 
added, in a voice choked with the feelings of his 
heart, ſhe is at this moment a deſerted, unprotected 
fugitive, without money, friends, or the means of 
rocuring any : and then ſolemnly demanded of 
Miſs Edwin her authority for the accuſations > 
had thought proper to abet againſt a young perſon 
who had 3 offended as.” | $3 4 
This application was ſeconded by Mr. Edwin, 
whoſe ſurprize is not to be expreſſed at the intelli 
ice this harangue conve yet. 
8d 8 for Fran that lady had 
wiſely withdrawn herſelf ;z-—fhe was gone out. 
EPR: 724 ; , 1 * What,” 
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« What,” ſaid Miſs Edwin, „ without my 


| « leave? well, it is of no import; 1 believe 1 have 


« eyidence you will not diſpute;” ſhe then re- 


| peated, in her turn, all that _ had told her, 
and haughtily produced Lord 8 
confirmation of Anna's guilt. 


utton's card, in 


«© Whatever,” anſwered Wilkinſon, “was the 


| © ſituation or diſtreſs of Anna's infancy, I am 
clearly convinced the actions of her maturer 

„years have been ſtrictly conſiſtent with the moſt 
4 immaculate honour; and here,” he continued, 
4 ſentiments, at that period, he has been convinced 
4 they were founded in error.” 


To the unſpeakable aſtoniſhment of Miſs Edwin, 


ud all preſent, he gave his Lordſhip's offer of 
marriage into the hands of Mrs. Edwin, who 
could now attend to what was going forward; 
after peruſing it, ſhe hinted her ſuſpicions of a 
E forgery, in which Miſs Edwin choſe to accord, 
though in her own mind ſhe was convinced not 
only of its authenticity, but of the injury done our 
E heroine. N 


The hand and ſeal could not be counterfeits. 


Lord Sutton's violent love fit for her had gone off 
in a manner no leſs ſudden than ſurpriſing, and he 
had lately wholly declined viſiting in Portman 
Square. Cecilia wanted not cunning—and her 
penetration at diſcovering ſchemes of iniquity was 
quick in proportion to her powers and inclination 
for forming them; it was therefore much eaſier 


for her to develope Lord Sutton's motive, than to 
account for Frajan's, of whoſe fidelity ſhe had not 


| a doubt. 


Wilkinſon aſked for, and was permitted to re- 


| tain, Lord Sutton's card; and the ladies then re- 


tired, the gentlemen accompanying them, to their 
coffee, in order to attend them to the opera. | 


— 


Mr. Edwin, too much taken up with his own We 
affairs now to think of his ſiſter's, very gladly fuf. turned 
fered the gallant Colonel, for this time, to eſcape 
his farther obſervation z and the moment he could 


get rid of Wilkinſon, his favourite ſervant was dil. ſpe 

patched to Layton, to inquire into the truth of the though 
anecdotes he had juſt heard; and as ſoon as he had ver) he 
ae him proper inſtructions, followed Wilkinſon, | Mrs, 
y appointment, to Groſvenor Square. in the 
Mrs. Herbert's grief for the dreadful and ſudden N boweve 
death of her huſband was greatly mollified by her ſhockin 
ſenſe of the reſignation due to the diſpenſations of them, 
that Being ſhe truly ſerved, without the parade or Pear! 
ſhew of being righteous over much—her concern ndeed 
for the welfare of her children was her firſt earth!) pened i 
object; and now that the unfortunate Mr. Herbert ho ha 
was no more, ſhe conſidered their claim on her a; till cro 
doubled. „ | t their 
Mr. Wilkinſon's attention to her and her intereſt, M24 in! 
filled her with eſteem and gratitude ; he knew all ed pro 
Mr. Herbert's affairs at the works, and urged the exclude 
immediate neceſſity there was for her preſence at Mete ſe 
the caſtle ; but there alſo was an execution as well hoſe tc 
as in the works; it was not, therefore, fit ſhe eu 
ſhould, in her preſent diſtreſſed ſtate of mind, go Out 
there: yet ſomething muſt be done; and although A hr 
Wilkinſon was Ioath to leave London without hear- beir be 
ing ſome tidings of Anna, his own wiſhes gave way Pt fo 
to his grateful deſire of being of ſome uſe to Mrs. {7 endez 
Herbert. 5 2H}; | Count, 
When Mr. Edwin came, he found him reſolved Mrs. 
on ſetting out for Wales as ſoon as the funeral of penſive | 
the deceaſed was over. This delay was rendered ularly : 
unneceſſary by Mr. Edwin's promiſing to take on {RPE ec 
himſelf the whole direction of that, the care of dentlem 
Tyrrel, and every thing elſe in town, to render his er chai 
aunt as eaſy as the recent calamity would admit. wile 
3 


He accordingly took leave of them over night, in 
CLE. order 


f | X. = 
' order to go early in the morning; and Edwin re- 
1 turned home again, to the ſurprize of his domeſ- 


W tics, before ten o'clock, having called at the 


ſpecting the interment of Mr. Herbert; which, 
though as private as poſſible, he deſired ſhould be 
very handſome. | | . 

E Mrs. Edwin and Cecilia returned from the opera 
Win the ſame company they went, much mortified, 


ſhocking event in their family, which had told 
them, in pretty plain terms, the indecency of their 
Nappearing in public while the affair was fo recent; 
indeed this was not the firſt thing that had hap- 
pened in public very humiliating to thoſe ladies; 
ho had lately perceived, though their routs were 


Eat their door, that in private and ſelect parties, 
Band in places where women, whoſe preſence car- 


; * H ied 1 with it, reſorted, they were often 
the excluded. Their eſcorts at all places where they 
e at eere ſeen, were certainly of that ſtamp, that few 
well hoſe to diſpute with them the honour of their 
{ſhe ecquaintance. 


illingly liſtened to the entertainment offered by 
heir © ra : but this they were ſoon deprived 
ef; for the happy flow of ſpirits poſſeſſed by 
Mendez, and the ſoft languiſhings of the divine 
Count, both vaniſhed at the fight of Mr. Edwin. 

Mrs. Corbet, a widow of ſmall fortune, but ex- 
penſive eſtabliſhment, had, at dinner, been parti- 
Tularly attentive to Edwin, and ſhe reſumed the 
ame conduct at their return home; but as the 
gentlemen ſoon took leave, and as her orders for 


e of ; ; | | 
r his er chair were not taken any notice of, ſhe could 
ait pot decently out- ſtay them. In the time that re- 
t. in {oaned, nothing but wearineſs, conſtraint, and 
5 E | 11. 
der ll 


W undertaker's, and given very liberal directions re- 


however, at the condolence of their friends on the 


|: ill crouded, and the ſame quantity of tickets left 


Out of humour with themſelves, they more 
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that it was neceſſary to put on mourning, which 


the ladies ſaid was the moſt becoming thing in the 
world, and ſettling the etiquette of what order of 
people was proper to let in, Mr. Edwin forced 
himſelf to aſk after their entertainment. 

6 Oh! it was odious; nothing but frights at the 
ec opera, though an immenſe croud, the men loll- 
ec ing on each others ſhoulders, wholly attentive to 
« themſelves; and the women nothing but im- 
& pertinence and folly.” He toak not the trouble 
to accede with, or contradict their opinions, but 
formally wiſhing them a good night, left his 
wife and ſiſter to their own ſociety. _ 

The moment the polite huſband entered his libra- 
ry his man appeared. The firſt glance of his coun- 
tenance aſſured Mr. Edwin he was full of news; 


and, indeed, ſo he was. an 


landla 
the m 
Vith: 
| uch a; 

CR AF; LAR Wtical M 
| F er bec 
= Bate 
＋. ein! 
Tu E ſituation in which we parted with our he- 75 he 
roine was ſo intereſting and deplorable, that I make os 
no doubt my reader will condemn me for leaving oy , 
her fo long in ſuch a ſtate. - 7 : els ; 
The fever was, as prognoſticated, of the erup. I. mal 
tive kind; it was the ſmall-pox. The agitation of | In 
her mind had forwarded the infection, which ſhe II of h 
had received in walking to Mrs. Wellers' the day Tris n 
before; and at the period I have mentioned of Ed. HU 05 c 
win's ſending to the village, ſhe had not recovered Ig © i 


| ft the 
her ſenſes. VI 
4 | Bates Vor. 8 


Return to Anna. 
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9 Bates found every thing advanced by Wilkinſon 
h confirmed by the people of the place. Mrs. Wil- 
he ſon, who did not know him, aſſured him Anna was 
o Wt gone off with Squire Edwin, which he did not think 
<> Ws neceffary to contradict ; and this being all the in- 
formation he could by any means collect, he left 
the La —_— 2 5 
ol. in returning through the city, he recolleQed his 
6.10 ſiſter, who having loſt her huſband, a maſter of a 
in man of war, was come to town to receive ſome 
uble prize money due to him, and get her penſion : ſhe 
but had twice dined at the ſecond table in Portman 
bis ſquare, and, as he ſuppoſed ſhe would ſoon be lea- 
. ring town, took the opportunity of calling at her 
abr Wi bodgings. PETR. 
ou Hie aſcended the ſtairs to her apartment without 
es ſeeing any one; but when he entered the front 
room, he was ſurprized to find his ſiſter and her 
landlady in tears, and a large quantity of phials on 
the mantle-piece ; which ſurprize was increaſed 
with their hiſtory of the matter that occaſioned 
? uch an appearance ;—his ſiſter was the very iden- 
ical Mrs. Hughes, who had ſo humanely given up 
her bed to Anna. | 5 5 
= Bates was ſtruck with the account, which tally- 
ing in point of time with the abſence of Miſs Man- 
4 BY he begged to ſee her. DL | 
498 e welled as was her lovely face, and inflamed as 
I ma rere her eyes, he inſtantly knew her, as ſhe lay 
leaving eſtleſs and talking inwardly, but of what he could 
_ {Wot make out: the joy this diſcovery gave him, may 
8 W e conceived to be great, as he knew the genero- 
Bhs ty of his maſter, in affairs where his pleaſures were 
by * ncerned, to be unbounded: however, he took 
if 5 1 are to conceal his knowledge of the poor ſtranger, 
ee Il he ſhould receive his maſter's commands, and 


£ + 


it them with a promiſe to call the next 9 
Vol. II. n Mr. 


98 ANN: & 
Mr. Edwin gratified him beyond his moſt ſay. 
guine expeCtation ; and charged him to return 
he had appointed, and get his fiſter at any rate to 
their intereſt ; to order a phyſician, to let nothing 
be wanted; to charge Mrs. Hughes, Anna if reco- 
vered her ſenſes, never to drop a word of him 
his family; and, finally, to inquire if the loſs of her 
beauty would be the conſequence of her diſorder. 
Bates faithfully executed his commiſſion, but 
finding his ſiſter rather nicer in the matter than he 
expected, or thought neceſſary, he bound her t 
the moſt ſolemn promiſe not to betray the name c 
= friend who would wiſh to ſupport Anna, t We 
er. „„ 
A proper nurſe was then procured and a phy Wh; 
cian ſent for, moſt famous in the diſorder ; an 
Bates had the good luck to carry his maſter tw 
very acceptable pieces of news; namely, that th: Wh 
doctor gave the greateſt hopes of preſerving bot 
the life and beauty of his patient. —Again he wi 
- rewarded, and again diſpatched with freſh orden 
to ſpare nothing money could purchaſe, and. vj 
obſerve, with reſpect to Mr. Edwin, profound 
ſecrecy. NET 3 'r 
Mrs. Hughes was a widow of twenty-eight ; ei 
beſt tempered creature in the world: her fathe hi 
was a tenant to the late Mr. Turbville, and now MW T 
young Edwin, on an eſtate adjoining Sir Willa 
Edwin Bates, her brother, had been taken ver 
young to wait on his preſent maſter, and had noi 
lived with him twelve years; had been the Tou fist 
and indeed was the faithful repoſitory of all hy 
ſecrets. The confidence his maſter repoſed in hin 
was well known not to be of the moſt laudable mi 
ture; and this good woman would have been ft 
more ſatisfied to have ſupported the  unknow! 
young perſon at her own expence than to haf 
— ſo aſſiſted, under ſuch injunctions; beca 
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che whole country round Dennis Place not only 
© loved, but feared the Edwin family too much to do 
any thing that could ſubject them to their reſent- 
ment, not daring to diſobey the orders of Mr. 
Edwin; ſhe was yet very much diſſatisfied on being 
ſo reſtrained ;—every day and hour brought freſh 
© inſtances of Mr. Edwin's ſolicitude for Anna's re- 
r. covery: and the ſeventh day her ſenſes returned; 
but but what a ſtate did ſhe find herſelf in | 
n he As ſoon as her mental powers reſumed their place, 
er to and recollection returned, what a dreadful gloom 
ne of preſented itſelf | She had but a faint remembrance 
a, to of accepting Mrs. Hughes's bed, but all the prece- 
ung events came unſought into her ſickening ima- 
phy: I gination; the violence of the fever abated with the 
; an Kurn of her diſorder, but ſhe was ſo weak as to be 
er tw unable to ſpeak, and ſo fore as to be unable to 
at the nove; the tears that guſhed from her eyes, were 
g bot de firſt proofs to the women about her, that ſhe 
je was ſenſible. 
orden Their attention and tenderneſs were redoubled; 
and iv ery thing that could ſooth or revive her was 
ofoun one; and, as ſhe grew ſtronger, every painful 
b Etroſpect avoided ; but it was not in the power of 
ht; i 


68 


7 5 c 


heir kindneſs to baniſh the killing thoughts with 
r fatha hich her ſituation filled her. | 


$ 


| now i The more ſhe was obliged to thoſe humane 
Willa hrangers, the more the idea of the expence and 
ken ve uble they had been at afflicted her; the regret- 
had nod, in the agonies of her ſoul, the preſerving her 
he Tou iſtence, which ſeemed from her infancy to be 
f all voted to miſery ; and her extreme grief not only 
d in hin unteracted the effect of thoſe medicines which 
dable were preſcribed, but kept her in ſo a weak ſtate, 
been Wat the Doctor began to be apprehenſive for her 
nkno | AER 3 | ; | 
to ba Bates was conſtantly there three times a day; 
; becauh this piece of ill news he did not fail to 
| Ee 4 carry 


> 


"Herbert's footman, a man whom ſhe well knen, 


town. The great trouble her malady had occt 
fioned in the houſe where ſhe was, rendered thi 


burſed for her. This Mrs. Hughes was inſtructe 
to gratify her in; and having made out a very tt 
fling account, was handſomely paid. The Doctor 


The diſorder, though very thick on her body, had 
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carry to Mr. Edwin; who, diſtracted at the thoughts 
of now loſing her, contrived, (as he ſuppoſed, with 
great reaſon, her low ſtate was aggravated by the 


_ diſtreſs of her circumſtances) a plan, from which 


he hoped the moſt favourable conſequences. 

He had got into his poſſeſſion the two letters Mrs, 
Manſel had wrote to Anna, and by their help pro- 
cured one to be wrote, as from that good man, 
expreſling the moſt paternal ſolicitude for her re- 
covery, aſſigning his own infirm ſtate of health a 
the reaſon he came not himſelf—told her he had, 
by means of a friend, traced her with great diff. 
culty, and incloſed a bill for thirty pounds recom- 
mending it to her to keep as concealed as poſſible. 

'This letter was delivered her by the late Mr. 


and who being now wholly dependent on Mr. Ed. 
win, he could not doubt the fidelity of: 

Anna wept, and aſked a thouſand queſtions oſ 
the man, who promiſed to call again before he let 


bill very acceptable; though it was accompaniel 
with regret at being {till in want of the ſupport 
ſhe-knew her paternal friend could ill ſpare. q 

However, with the firſt gleam of pleaſure they 
had ſeen on her countenance, ſhe inſiſted on paying 
them for their attendance, and what they had di 


too, took his fees from her; and now a little mom 
at eaſe, ſhe recovered her ſtrength and ſpirit 


been remarkably favourable to her face. She hat 
yet money enough to ſupport her for a little time 
and to purchaſe a few neceſſaries ſhe wanted. 
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Meeting of O!d Friends. 


| T HE firſt day Anna was able to fit up to dinner, 
Mrs. Hughes, with the woman of the houſe and her 
daughter, partook, at her requeſt, of the little re- 
E paſt ; which, when ended, the took the occaſion 
to thank them ſeverally for their great kindneſs; 
adding, that as the appearance of ſuch a young 
creature, thrown upon their charity in ſo remarka- 
ble a manner, who neither then nor now ſeemed 
to be the care or concern of any body, and who 
really was more deſtitute of relations than, God be 
praiſed, ſhe was of friends, ſince ihe knew ſhe had 
| one of the latter deſcription, though the was not 
| beſt with any of the former, muſt have excited their 
curioſity; a curioſity ſo natural, that if it was un- 
tin kured with 0 to her diſadvantage, their 
confidence muſt be the reſult of their own goodneſs 


ions ol 
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d occt 
red this 
npanied 


bapport, 


are theſ 
1 Paylin 


had di- ; claums ſhe had on their humane feelings. 


that brought me here is not the firſt by which I 
Doc have been left a miſerable orphan on the pity of 
äſtrangers; I am not acquainted with my own 

name, the one I go by is that of the friend to 
whoſe paternal love I owe the power of repaying 

She had the pecuniary obligations I was under to you z 
you have before you, my good friends, the child 

of forrow, the daughter of charity; what, or 
who my parents were, or whether I am by, blood 


« perſon 
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of heart; ſhe would, therefore, tell them the ſad 


* Alas ! (continued ſhe, weeping) the accident 


connected with a living being, I know not; the 
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e perſon ſuppoſed to be my father, died at a ſtrange 
© lodging, where he had not ſo much as ſlept; 
* and I was taken from thence by a clergyman,” 
* Who, merciful God!“ exclaimed the landlady 
of the houſe, trembling with eagerneſs, © was that 
e clergyman's name Dalton !—Anna aſtoniſhed, 
anſwered it was. | 

« And yours, my dear child,” ſaid the woman, 
« is Anna; oh! my ſweet creature (embracing 
«© her) have hope, have confidence in the wiſdom az 
« well as the mercy of that being, who, in a more 
ee dreadful ſtate than that of deſerted infancy, con- 
« ducted you a ſecond time to the ſame humble 
« inſtrument of his goodneſs for preſervation z yes, 
« my child, it was at my houſe your father ex. 
© pired, and neceſſity only could have prevailed on 
« me ever to reſign you, though I could not 
doubt Mrs. Dalton's care of you; but now we 
&© part no more.” „ 
Anna having been told the perſon at whoſe 

| houſe ſhe was left was dead, could hardly credit the 
woman's aſſertions; the particulars, indeed, had 
never been willingly entered on by Dalton, and 
when by dint of perſevering intreaties, he could be 
dragged into the ſubject; he told her no perſon 
was now living but himſelf, that was in any way 
witneſs to the ſudden diſſolution of her parents, 
who were foreigners. When ſhe repeated thoſe 
circumſtances to Mrs. Clark (it was indeed her) and 
the viciſſitudes of her life, ſhe again and again em- 
braced her, calling her by every endearing epithet, 
and bid her look forward with certain hope, to the 
events of a life ſo miraculouſly preſerved, —© My 
&« dear child,” ſaid ſhe, © what end that man, 
„ whol always believed a good Chriſtian, could 
“ have in deceiving * 1 can't think; it is now 

« many years fince I loſt all traces of him or you, 
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nnd my own circumſtances getting from bad to 
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« worſe, he might not be more ſucceſsful in his 
« jnquiries after me; but he has in poſſeſhon things 
| « you ſhould certainly be acquainted with, which 
| © might lead to a diſcovery of your family; your 
| « father, I am ſure, was a gentleman.” 


She then told her every circumſtance that 


bap- 


pened both to him and the woman who accompa- 
nied him; to which was added, the account of 
what effects were left; the value of the watch and 
rings was not the object that moſt ſtruck them, 
it was the entire concealment of them and the box 


ol papers. 


| While the ſad retroſpect of the event which had 


[5 


| deprived our heroine of every natural friend, and 
| expoſed her to the manifold evils of poverty and the 
| cutting neceſſity of being dependent on ſtrangers for 
ſubſiſtence, filled her with grief and agcny : ſhe 
| could not help joining in admiration at that Provi- 
| dence which guided her ſteps to the habitation of 
| the only perſon in the world, befides the Daltons, 
| who could give her, from their own knowledge, 
onſequence 


information of what was of fo much c 
for her to know. 


| Mrs. Clark proteſted ſhe never more ſhould leave 
her, except for her own advantage, or till ſomebo- 
dy owned her—and perceiving the ſorrow this hint 


| excited, charged her to keep up her ſpirits, ſince 


{ihe was ſure, her life had not been ſo evidently the 
| peculiar care of heaven for nothing“ Here only 
% think,” ſaid ſhe, „ what a bleſhng it is you 
* ſhould have ſuch an education to ſet off your 
* tweet face, and now that face ſo charmingly pre- 
i ſerved z and then, again, you ſee in how many 
* inſtances you have met with ſuch good friends; 
you maſt take the bitter with the ſweet, and all, 


«Tam ſure, will be for the beſt.” 


* 


The effuſions of a joyful heart were viſible in all 
Mrs. Clark's words; but, notwithſtanding her 


confidence 


— 
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confidence in the principles of the reverend teacher, 
ſhe had at times very ſtrong ſuſpicions that the 
trunk contained ſomething he wiſhed not to be 
known, and his ſo induſtriouſſy concealing. it from 
Anna, that, and every other circumſtance that 
could lead to any knowledge of her family, now as 
ſtrongly confirmed thoſe ſuſpicions—She was in 
reality, what he appeared; ſober and religious ; her 
outward profeſſions were perfectly conbitent with 
the principles on which her actions were founded 
she was ſtill a member of a Methodiſt ſociety, 
and for thoſe tenets ſhe had the ſtrongeſt partiality, 
To ſuppoſe a miniſter, who was held in high eſti- 
mation among the preachers of her ſect, guilty of 
wronging an orphan, under the ſanction of cha- 
_ rity, was ſcandalizing the whole body, and was 
what ſhe wiſhed to avoid, more eſpecially as it 
might not be ſo—he might have motives for his 
eonduct perfectly conſiſtent with the ſacred cha- 
racter, though not requiſite to be made public; 
but thoſe ſhe was reſolved to inquire into—With- 
out, therefore, hinting at her deſign, ſhe contented 
herſelf for the preſent with ſhewing every kindnels 
to Anna, who was again brought under her roof in 
ſo deſtitute a fituation—She could, ſhe ſaid, not 
doubt, but Providence meant her to be the humble 
means, either of reſtoring her to her family, or 
preſerving her from ſome dreadful evil which 
might elſe have awaited her, and therefore, poor 
as ſhe was, ſhe was ſure ſomething would turn up 
to enable her to keep her. 

'The words of the good enthuſiaſt ſtruck Mrs. 
Hughes very forcibly—her own ideas of the plot 
laid by Mr. Edwin convinced her. that they were 
indeed too pregnant with truth, and half converted 

her to the faith by which they were inſpired, being 
fully ſatisfied in her own mind, his particular at- 
tention to ſuq a young perſon could have but 2 
VV | end— 
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, end—her conſcience reproached her for concealing 
ſuſpicions ſo. well founded, but the prejudices of her 
whole life were too * {for her good wiſhes ; ſhe 


therefore reſolved to haſten the concluſion of her 


{ buſineſs, which had been already delayed beyond 


her expectation, and leave town as ſoon as ſhe 
could. | 

Anna, once more with a real friend, and treated 
with maternal. mdulgence, recovered daily ; and 
Mrs. Clark bringing to her mind conſtantly her loſt 
friend Mrs. Manſel, the Llandore family likewiſe 
obtruded themſelves on her ideas—The ſuit of 
clothes. ſhe had embroidered for Lady Edwin, fo 
much admired, gave her the hint of a mode by 
which ſhe might perhaps procure the means of ſub- 
ſiſtence, were more flattering to her pride than go- 


ing to ſervice—She had no ſooner mentioned it to 


Mrs. Clark, than ſhe fallied out in queſt of work. 
But whether it was her appearance, which was 


that of a primitive Chriſtian, in a plain black ſattm 


bonnet and cloak, a light brown fine camblet gown, 
ſmall ſharp features, or whether ſhe happened to 
apply to ſhops Who were, as they ſaid, overſtocked 
with hands, ſhe returned tired and unſueceſsful. 
Poor Anna was much diſappointed, but recol- 
lecting the perſon' who got the trimming made for 
Lady Edwin, employed a great number of people, 
as ſhe had been once at his houſe with that lady, 
the reſolved as foon as her health would permit her. 


In the mean white, Mr. Edwin having ſettled all 
Mrs. Herbert's" affairs, and paid the 'expence of 
Tyrrel's aceident, began to grow impatient to ſee 
our heroine Mrs. Hugbes, however, inſiſted he 
ſhould not come to her lodgings, without leave 
from Anna —ber inconvenient ſcruples greatly em- 
barraſſed him; he had no hopes of obtaining ſueh 
4 permiſſien While ſhe was there, he therefore 
boy RC 3 f inſiſted 


— 


% 


inſiſted on her immediate removal, which ſhe was 
obliged to comply with and returned to Wales 
without compleating her buſineſs. 


S H A FN IAV. 
The Married Lover. 


E D WIN then flattered himſelf little trouble 
and leſs reſiſtance would attend the completion af 
his deſires, and began his operations with great ſpi- 
rit ; he inquired for her as a ſtranger, and was im- 
mediately ſhewn to the apartment Mrs. Hughes 
had left. Anna's ſurprize and diſpleaſure at this 
viſit were equal ; it affronted her virtue, it alarmed 
her pride---Reduced by her illneſs, weak, and lan- 
guid, ſhe was an intereſting and affecting objeQ-- 
Edwin's heart was by no means callous to the feel- 
ings of humanity; he apologized for his intruſion ; 
and with tenderneſs and delicacy (when ſhe had re- 
covered her firſt alarm) made the moſt flaming pro- 
feſſion of a violent attachment---offered her a carte 
blanche, and, throwing himſelf at her feet, vowed 
it was impoſſible for him to exiſt without her. 

The innate love of virtue, and the natural abhor- 
' rence of vice implanted in her early years in the 
mind of this amiable girl, would — filled her 
with horror at ſuch a propoſal from any one; but 


n this inſtance, it was aggravated by her knowledge 


of his recent marriage, his family conneCtions, and 


by her ſenſe of juſtice and propriety ; yet her in- 


dignation being really againft the vice, while the 
ſon of Lady®Edwin, the relation of the Herberts, 
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yas on thoſe accounts the object of her compaſſion, 
ſhe coolly and diſpathonately rejected, in the moſt 
unequivocal terms, all his offers; remonſtrated 
with him on the barbarity of his conduct to his 
wife, and the ſcandal ſuch a mode of living, if 
adopted, muſt entail on his family—Eloquent in 
the cauſe, of honour, ſhe entreated him to have 
ſome concern for the peace of his worthy mother, 
and ſome regard for the credit of his own poſte- 
rity, which he knew to be of ſuch conſequence to 
Sir William and Lady Edwin. 

He, in return, denied the charge of barbarity to 
his wife, as ſhe had quite as little feeling for him 
as he could poſſibly have for her; his mother, his 
family, and his poſterity would have reaſon to bleſs 
her, if, by accepting his offer, ſhe would conde- 
ſcend to be his ſweet guide through life. He had 
no joy at home, no pleaſure abroad; his fortune 
was already impaired by the want of happineſs in 
his domeſtic circle, ſince he had run from one evil 
to another, in vain ſearch of the content he found 
it abſurd to ſeek at home. Had his parents really 
conſulted his happineſs, would they have joined 
him by their engagements, ſo early in life, to a 
woman he could not help deſpiſing; in the union 
formed for him, they had conſidered neither his 
taſte nor his inclinations; he would go abroad with 
her; ſhe ſhould there bear his name, and ſhare his 
fortune; he would give the world he had more to. 


offer her. 


He was here interrupted by our heroine, who 
laid ſhe was grieved to find he could be at ſuch 
eale with himſelf, on ſo wicked a propoſal, as ta 
attempt ſuch a juſtification. She could, therefore, 
only beg him to have ſo much. compaſſion for her - 
ſituation as to refrain teazing, and ſo much reſpect 
for unoffending innocence as to forbear inſulting. 


her farther ; it would anſwer no purpoſe z he 


would 
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would find her principles were not to be corrupted; 
and as to her inclinations ſhe had told him long 
ago, and ſhe now ſolemnly repeated it, was it in, 
his power to offer her marriage, with the full con- 
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ſent of his family, poor, deſtitute and almoſt friend- MW to fa 
leſs as ſhe was, they were too fervently engaged to W gent! 
admit one doubt of her rejection, not only of him upon 
but the whole world. Ti bs 1 man 
Mr. Edwin wanted not underſtanding nor know. De 
ledge of the female heart; he could not therefore this 
doubt but the lips of Anna ſpoke the language of anſw 
hers. Mortifying as was this conviction, it did be p! 
not prevail on him to forego a ſuit in which all his writt 
deſires were ſo intereſted ; the greater the difficulty, be v 


the more valuable the conqueſt. The place of her aftio: 
refidence was wholly unknown to any but himſelf; havin 
fſhe was poor, and but for him muſt have wanted 
common neceſſaries; ſhe would yet want them, if 
he withheld his bounty. He found in her flight 
from Dalton's, her repugnance to Sutton, and 
though he knew not all the circumſtances, he na- from 
turally ſuppoſed the more the report of her being Colle 
with him was believed, the leſs likely ſhe would be cting 
to find any other protector; while, therefore, he from 
could contrive to keep her conccaled, whilſt the poun- 
continued diſtreſſed, he had hopes, and while there cioath 
was hopes, he would perſiſt. Affecting to be I young 
moved by her arguments, he then endeavoured to cels, 
prevail on her to ſuffer him to viſit her as a friend, hotel 
and to ſupply her with any money ſhe might have and p 
occaſion for. Anna abſolutely refuſed both, and ruefu 
he was obliged to leave her with no hopes of ſucceſs {MW firſt t 
to his: wiſhes, but thoſe founded on her diſtreſs. JM ot 
From her he went immediately to Dalton's, and the ti 
told them haughtily, he was come to ſee Miſs guine 
Manſel's clothes ſent her. The poor parſon was blame 
ſtruck into confuſion at this requiſition. Was it claim 
poſſible ? Could Anna be with Mr. Edwin at laſt! to Mr 
card | Farewell, | 
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Farewell, then, to all his hopes from his noble 


tron. In the ſame ſtyle of proud ſuperiority, 
he was told to deliver every thing belonging to 
Anna. Irreſolute how to act for the beſt, that is 


to ſay, moſt for his own intereſt, he anſwered, a 


gentleman in the neighbourhood had put his ſeal 


# upon her trunks, at her own defire ; that gentle- 
man was ſent for, and acquainted with the demand. 


Dector Collet ſurprized, and indeed ſorry to ſee 


this undoubted proof of her being with Mr. Edwin, 
anſwered, if Miſs Manſel had ſent for her things, 
he preſumed the gentleman would produce her 
uritten order. No; it was not of conſequence; 
be was known, and would be anſwerable for his 
actions; he was ready to pay him and inſiſted on 
having the trunks, and bid them detain them at 
their peril. 


Dalton recollecting all was now over, with their 


| hopes of the friendſhip of the peer, and concluding 
this would be the laſt advantage he could expect 


from his late ward, contrary to the advice of Mr. 


Collet, he greedily ſeized this laſt occaſion of pock- 


eting a ſum of money on her account, and received 
from Mr. Edwin a draft for one hundred and fifty 
pounds for her lodging, board, education, and 
CO he then delivered her effects to the 


young hbertine, who, hugging himſelf on his ſuc- 
= ceſs, ſent them in an hired cart, in his name, to an 
hotel of no great eminence for its modeſt company, 
and preſently left Layton. 
rueful countenance and diſappointed mind, went 
firſt to Mrs. Wellers, to whom he related the viſit | 

of Mr. Edwin, lamenting with her the depravity of 
the times, and concluding they had been too ſan- 
| guine in the acquittal of Anna, who, however 
| blameleſs hitherto, had at laſt entirely forfeited all 


Doctor Collet, with a 


claim to eſteem z and then returned home to write 
to Mr. Herbert. e 162: 2943 
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Mr. Edwin, highly ſatisfied with his prize, re- 
ſolved to make a merit of reſtoring it to Anna, at 
the ſame time he knew it would ruin her in the opi- 
nion of every friend; but that was a trifle beneath 
his thought. Elated with his ſucceſs, he went to 
Brookes's, and from thence was engaged in a ſcene 
of diſſipation, to give it the tendereſt of names, that 
put our heroine out of his head for a few days. 


e H A P. IVI. 


The E mbroidereſs. 


fl HE health and ſtrength of our heroine being 
now conſiderably reſtored, dreſſed in a clean plain 
morning gown, ſhe took a coach to Pall Mall, and 

_ alighting a few paces from the door, walked to the 
__ embroiderer's. - 

Ms. Deſmoulins was a Frenchman and a fop, 
but very ingenious, and in high vogue in his way 
among the firſt people. His wife, to whoſe former 
huſband he was foreman, was an Iriſh virago, old 
enough to be his mother, extremely jealous of her 
huſband's love and her own authority, which laſt 
ſhe could not bear ſhould be invaded by any one 
whom ſhe had raiſed to the honour of her bed and 
the profits of her trade, from a ſtate of indigent 
ſervitude. Monſieur, on his part, conceiving the 
felicity of his hand at the altar, and the poſſeſſion of 
his moſt charming perſon, ſo far from fairly pur- 
chaſed by the change in his fortune, had been 


thrown away on an ungrateful woman, not ſenſi- 


ble of her extreme good bargain, felt not the leaſt 
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diſpoſition to give way to the imperious temper of 
his lady, or to diſſipate her jealouſy by not con- 
verfing with thoſe ſhe diſliked, namely, all who 
were younger or more agreeable than herſelf, or 
by exhibiting any particular proof of fondneſs for 
her; in ſhort, the whole pleafure of this happy 
pair was to thwart and contradict each other. 
Whatever Mrs, Deſmoulins approved, was ſure, 
with the utmoſt politeneſs and civility, to be diſap- 
proved by her huſband; and whatever was pro- 
poſed by him, was ſure to be oppoſed by his wife, 
though to little purpoſe ; for though Monſieur pro- 


| teſted it was with great regret and extreme mortifi- 


cation he varied from her opinion, he never gave 


On enquiring for Mr. Deſmoulins, Anna was 


| ſhewn into a back ſhop, where, aſſorting of pat- 
| terns, fat this amiable couple. The lady, who 
| ſeldom roſe from her ſeat to people that came on 
foot, glanced ſcornfully at our heroine ; nor would 
| ſhe, had Anna's figure been leſs captivating, have 
| probably farther noticed her. 
| without looking up, demanded how he could have 
the honour 0 


Mr. Deſmoulins, 


beying her commands? Anna 


bluſhed, heſitated, bluſhed again The lady fired 
at the ſi 


ght— this was ſome miſtreſs of her huſ- 


band's, who could be ſo confuſed on no ether ac- 
count than her happening to be preſent. 
| © don't you ſpeak, young woman?“ ſaid ſhe in a 
tone that almoſt petrified her; while it called the 
man's attention from what he was about, who, 
more in oppoſition to his wife than in compaſſion 
to her confuſion, begged ſhe would compoſe her- 

ſelf, and let him know to what happy accident he 


« Why 


owed the honour of ſeeing her, and intreated ſhe 
would inform him how he could have the pleaſure 
of obeying her commands? The extreme politeneſs 
of the huſband was not leſs embarraſſing to 2 
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than the unprovoked rudeneſs of the wife. After into 
many efforts to uſher in her requeſt, in a manner given 
leaſt likely to give offence, ſhe at length ſtammered prom 
out a petition to be employed which was inſtant- ed v 
ly negatived by the wife, and granted by the huſ- ſhe 1 
band. He did not, however, forget to inquire as be 
what ſecurity ſhe meant to give him for the work herſel 
he ſhould entruſt her with. A queſtion ſo new No 
and unexpected, ſtruck her into. a confuſion, of his at 
which Mrs. Deſmoulins did not fail to make her on hi 
advantage, by remarking, that none but a fool her d 
would think of employing her :—an inſinuation the He w 
leaſt likely of all others to leſſen his confidence. ent, 
He, therefore, regardleſs of his wife's ſarcaſtical I in hoy 
expreſſions, and deaf to her keen remonſtrances, MW degrec 
gave our heroine an elegant waiſtcoat, contenting charm 
bimſelf with her addreſs inſtead of a bondſman, up. 


She returned home, too much elated to attend to 
the ill-breeding of Mrs. Deſmoulins, - and told 
Mrs. Clarke in raptures of her ſucceſs. A ſecond: 
band frame was immediately purchaſed, and the 
work began with ſuch eagerneſs, ſhe would hardly 
ſpare any time for eating and reſt. Mr. Edwin 
called in vain at her door; his letters were return - 
ed unread, and every offered favour declined with 
reſolution and conſiſtency. No princeſs could be 
happier than Anna Manſel while ſo laudably em- 
ployed. The waiſtcoat was ſoon finiſhed and car- 
ried home. 
- However diſcordant were the general diſpoſition 
of Mr. and Mrs. Deſmoulins, there was one thing, 
and only one, in which they perfectly agreed; that 
was their own intereſt, "The ſcolding brow of the 
one, and the careleſs indifference of 5 other, was 
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quickly changed at firſt fight of the waiſtcoat ; the) 


were both good judges of their buſineſs, and the perfec 
particular neatneſs and beauty of her work, chang- ¶ ſuffere 
ed the harſh, unwomanly features of the miſtreſs, I what 
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ter into a Pech ſmile. She was liberally paid, and 
ner given freſh employ of a ſuperior ſort, with 
red promiſe of conſtant work. Her heart bound- 
int- ed with joy; the moment of her return, 
wſ- WW ſhe ſettled a price for her board and lodging, 
uire as beneficial to Mrs. Clarke as convenient to 
'ork WW herſelt. 
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new No art was left uneſſayed by Mr. Edwin ; but 
» of his attempts to bias her pure mind to evil recoiled 
her on himſelf; and his plan of ſucceeding through 
fool ber diſtreſs, rendered fruitleſs by her induſtry. 
| the He was therefore forced to give up, for the pre- 
nce. ſent, views that had coſt him ſo dear, and 4 by 
tical I in hope of yet being ſo fortunate as to be in ſome 
aces, degree neceſſary to the proud beauty, - whoſe 
ting charms he could neither forget, nor wholly give 


man. We up. | 
d to Wilkinſon was indefatigable in Mrs. Herbert's 
told affairs. Sir William Edwin advanced money to 
ond. clear both the eſtate and iron works; he ſent his 
| the WE filter the moſt fraternal conſolations, and with 
ardly freſh profeſſions of regard, gave her ſon leave to 
dwin WW pleaſe himſelf in his ſtay abroad. Thoſe matters 
turn icttled, Mr. Wilkinſon returned to London, ac- 
with companied by Mr. Manſe}, whoſe anxiety was in- 
d be ſupportable at the account he gave him of Anna. 
y em- W The laſt words of his beloved wife dwelt on his 
| car- W cars from the moment he heard the injuries ſhe 

had ſuffered ; ſhe occupied all his waking thoughts, 
tion and his dreams repreſented her in the moſt helpleſs 
thing, and forlorn ſituation. He well knew the cauſe 
5 that both of her leaving the lodge and changing her 
of the name. His wife, whoſe memory was not leſs dear 
r, was chan ſacred, had formed her mind, and been the 
they guide of her early years, could ſhe be then leſs than 
nd the WF perfect ?—Tormented with his regret for having 


een, 


* 


hang ;- ſuffered her to leave him, and by his terror for 
ſtrels, what might be her then diſtreſs, he reſolved on a 
into 


journey 
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ourney to London, although, from his gouty ha. 
bit very unfit to undertake it. | 

I ̃ be fight of her old friends afforded great com. 
fort to Mrs. Herbert; and Patty rejoiced in the 


hope of being reſtored to the ſociety ſhe loved—- of ot! 
their doors were ſhut, though that precaution waz ed hi 
almoſt needleſs; for as they were known to be left ¶ Daltc 
in very dependent circumſtances, they were not actin; 


likely to be thronged with viſitants in a place find ! 
where the heart of Mrs. Herbert being till leſs Wu felf— 
known than her perſon, ſhe could have no chance Sutto: 


to excite the attention of the worthy few, who [MW and 1 
were, from congenial virtues, qualified to aſſociate clothe 
with her. Mrs. Edwin nor Cecilia had conde- was t 
ſcended to pay her one condoling viſit; and the c: 


Mr. Edwin having liberally ſupplied her with mo- he ha 
ney, and done every thing he could do with reſpet her de 


to her affairs, ſoon became weary of urging his and t 
wife and ſiſter to pay her ſome attention, or ſuch 2 
ſhew any countenance to their young relation, 1 Af 
as well as murdering any part of his own time, likely 
by beſtowing it on an old aunt and inſipid and c 
couſin. them 


Mr. Manſebs trouble was cordially ſhared by doned 
Miſs Herbert, who not being now under any re- 


ſtraint, was as warm in the praiſe of her friend as I obligir 
he could be himſelf, and ſo earneſt to recover ber, throuę 
that ſhe prevailed on her mother to poſtpone their || the ca 
journey to Llandore a few days, in hopes to have mand 
* with them — not a little did ſhe rejoice in the I ther e 
poſſibility of renewing thoſe ſcenes of tranquil hap- them, 
pineſs they had paſled together. Neven 
Next morning carried Mr. Wilkinſon and bis myſter 
reverend friend to Dalton's, on the earneſt in- joined 
quiry they were determined to make after the loit I anxiet 


of our 


Anna—The looks of Mr. Manſel pictured his 
mind; they were mild, ſerene, and benevolent; 
his countenance had acquired a ſolemn gs? 

5 Ca 


The 
Mr. E 


Pf IE: 
ceaſt ſince the death of his wife, which was at this 
period much increaſed by the uncertain ſtate of the 


m- charge ſhe had left. True religion, and unaffected 
the piety, with a ſoul rendered indulgent to the foibles 
d of others by patience and meek forbearance, mark- 
was ed his n 4 e knew the ſacred profeſſion of 
left Dalton, and could not encourage a thought of his 
not acting wilfully wrong, and therefore expected to 
lace find him in affliction at the ſame cauſe with him- 


leſs ſelf—He was deceived—Dalton had been to Lord 
mee Sutton to communicate to him Mr. Edwin's viſit, 
who and was, in conſequence of his delivering the 
clothes, turned out in diſgrace and contempt : he 
nde- WW was therefore ſecretly exulting on having ſecured 
and the caſh, and beſtowed no farther thought on her 
mo- he had ſo villainouſſy robbed—Mrs. Dalton ſetting 
pet ber down as a loſt treaſure, both as to this world 
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his and the next, agreed it could be no fin to make 
, or WW ſuch a libertine pay for his bad actions. 

tion, WW A freſh inquiry after Miſs Manſel then was not 
ime, likely to give them much pleaſure, but the manners 
ſipid and character of a good clergyman carries with 


them an indiſcribable weight among the molt aban- 
1 by doned; and guilt did that in Mr. Dalton which a 
real veneration did in his wite—i1t rendered them 
id as WW obliging and communicative; but after going 
her, chrough the ſtory of her elopement, ſinking onl 
their the cauſe, when they came to Mr. Edwin's de- 
have mand of her clothes and payment of her debt, nei- 
| the ther of the gentlemen could for a while credit 
hap- I tliem, till it was confirmed by Dr. Collet; and 

IF even then, Wilkinſon ſwore there muſt be ſome 
1 his WW myſtery in it———in which opinion Mr. Manſel 
t in- joined; and they returned to London with increaſed 
: loit FM anxiety, but not with leſs confidence in the honour 
| his of our heroine. 


— 
by 
a 

* 


lent; They went directly to Portman Square 
* Mr. Edwin was not at home When would Ra 
ca | be 
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be moſt likely to meet with him? It was very 
uncertain———They called again, and again 
They writ with as little ſucceſs———They were al. 
ways too ſoon or too late. Advertiſements were 
0 in the papers, deſcribing Anna, and requeſting 

er to return to her friend, to no purpoſe. 
Mrs. Clarke kept no ſervant; her daughter and 
herſelf did the work of their little houſe between 
them—they never read a paper; and the reſidence 
of Anna was entirely unknown to every body, but 
thoſe whoſe deſire it was to conceal it. At length, 
wearied with their unavailing inquiries, in deſpair 
of finding her, and Mrs. Herbert's preſence being. 
as neceſſary at Llandore as Mr. Manſel's at his rec- 
_ tory, and Wilkinſon's at the iron works, they were 
obliged to give it up; but Wilkinſon proteſted he 
would not quit London till he had ſeen that vile 
Lord, who was the original cauſe of all Annz's 
misfortunes; and in a fit of grief and diſappoint- 
ment, he inquired out that nobleman, and at the 
expence of five ſhillings to his porter, got adimit— 
tance to the deſerted lover, whoſe unfortunate 
paſſion had every prognoſtic of coſting him very 
dear. 


e H A P. LXVIL 


The Intruſion. 


1 ORD Sutton was at this time very much in- 
diſpoſed, but too fond of the world, and too little 
at eaſe with himſelf, to bear the confinement of a 
ſick room. Villars, with a careful, ſerene counte- 
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nance, was ſtanding the brunt of his ill nature 
and brutality; ſhe had been making ſome tea, 
which he ſaid was too ſtrong, and proteſted he was 
the worſt uſed man on the face of God's earth; that, 
however, it was his own fault, for truſting any 
thing to ſuch an abſolute ideot. | | 
A man in ſhabby regimentals, who had the ho- 


nour of being led Captain to this auguſt perſon- 


age, was appealed to, and agreed that it certainly 
was a pity Mrs. Villars was not more attentive; 
to be ſure the tea was too ſtrong, though ſome 
people (winking at her) liked it ſo: Now his wife 
made the beſt tea in the world, would Mrs. Villars 
but learn of her. In this kind offer, and what 
was farther meant to follow, he was interrupted 
by a ſudden and involuntary ſtart of his Lordſhip. 
In a voice of terror he perfectly ſcreamed out, 
« And who are you?” to Wilkinſon, - who 
was announced by the ſervant, as a gentleman 
that had particular buſineſs with him. Lord 
Sutton's unuſual ſalutation, trembling form, 


and agitated countenance, frightened the whole 


Wilkinſon's natural courage equalled that of 


moſt young men; but he nevertheleſs felt himſelf 


ſhocked, in an unaccountable manner, at what he 
thought was the apprehenſions of guilt, forgetting 
that as yet his Lordſhip was unacquainted with his 
errand. The ſhaking of bis limbs, the ghaſtly 
ſtare, the quivering of his lips, turned white as 
aſhes, ſtill continuing, as he inceſſantly demanded 


who the intruder was, whence he came from, 


and what he wanted, ſtill more difconcerted him. 
Villars and the Captain concluding ſome dreadful 


frenzy had ſeized him, they begged Wilkinſon to 


withdraw; which he would not conſent to, but 


on condition of re-admſſion if he preſently reco- . 
vered. As he was retiring, he was ſtopped by Lord 


Sutton, 


E 
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Sutton, who, ſomewhat more compoſed, bid him 
ſtay z but was again ſtruck with terror at his be- 
ginning to outs interrupting him as he was going 
to open his buſineſs.  —*_ 

„ Phantom of horror,” ſaid the trembling cul. 
prit, © do theſe pangs, which now ſhake my 
« frame, announce thy errand? Thou living 
« jmage of a murdered angel, art thou come to 
« viſit in vengeance the deſtroyer of thy mother? 
ec Is then the day of retribution already come?! 
c Why did you let him in?“ continued he, turn- 
ing org the Captain and Villars. Who, 
my good Lord?“ anſwered he; © this gentleman 
« ſays he is a perſonal ſtranger to your Lordſhip 
ce he waits upon you on buſineſs.” 

Let him be brief then, and never let me ſee 
© him more.” The Captain would then have 
retired, but was bid not to ſtir; and even the 
preſence of Villars was conſidered as a protection. 
Wilkinſon was then called upon for his buſineſs, 
which he was now loath to enter on, as the diſtur- 
bed mind of the Peer rendered his reproaches an 
act of unneceſſary puniſhment and mortification to 
a poor wretch, whoſe ſenſe of guilt was ſo very 
acute ; but on his being ſtill urged to ſpeak, the 

articular ſoftneſs and tone of his voice again ſtruck 
| Sutton into a panic; ſcalding ſtrangers rolled 
down his haggard cheeks. As well as the extraor- 
dinary ſcene would let him, Wilkinſon entered on 
his buſineſs, and producing his Lordſhip's card to 
Lady Edwin, demanded on what grounds he had 
ſo confirmed the teſtimony of Mrs. Frajan ? A 
reprieve to a criminal at execution could not have 
a more inſtantaneous effect than this queſtion ; he 
threw himſelf back in his chair, as if taking 
breath. Is this then all!?“ cried he.“ All, my 
Lord!“ anſwered Wilkinſon. „Is the ruin of 
&« the character of an innocent young perſon, and 

| « depriving 
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&« depriving her of the few friends her modeſt me- 
« rit had attracted, then ſuch a trifle; or do you 
« jmagine your ſubſequent offer of marriage could 
« compenſate for ſuch an outrage to her inno- 
« cence, ſuch a diſgrace to your own honour. I 
« muſt, wy Lord, infiſt on knowing what were 
« your reaſons for the ſuſpicions this unmanly card 
« confirms. I am the diſintereſted friend of Miſs 
© Manſel; and depend on it, I will follow you to 
| © the verge of the earth, till her guilt is proved, 
| © or till her calumniators ſhall manifeſt her inno- 
[© cence.” . 
„ You belong to the Edwins, I preſume ?“ — 
| © I do not, my Lord; I have not the happineſs of 
| © belonging to any body: urged by inclination, 
| © and bound only by honour, I avow myſelf the 
4 protector of Miſs Manſel's character; her per- 
| © ſon, wherever it is, as far as depends on herſelf, 
„ is, I know, incorruptible.” : 1 
If, young man, you credit my offer of mar- 
| © riage to her, you may be ſure | fhall be glad 

| © to find it ſo: I adore her; and am not 
| © more ſolicitous to obtain her, from paſſion, 
| © than from the with to make an honourable 
| © amends for the injury I was innocently. led to 
| do ber.” | | 

| © Innocently!” repeated Wilkinſon, indignant- 
| 2 Nes, Sir, innocently,” anſwered his 
Lordſhip.—“ Mrs. Melmoth perhaps might be, 
| © and I believe was, impoſed on by the wick- 
| © ed French woman, who I am clear was her- 
| © ſelf the thief; and if you are really the 
friend of Miſs Manſel, you will evince it more 
| © by uniting your endeavours with mine, to 
| © difcover the place of her retreat, and, if 
© ſhe be yet virtuous, perſuading her to be- 
* come Lady Sutton, than in vainly railing at 


«c me.” 
_ Wilkinſon 
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Wilkinſon coloured“ I perſuade her to be. A ſi 
« come Lady Sutton! I would die firſt :—N,, WW Lord 
« deareſt Anna, if I muſt loſe thee ; if the faith. retire 
cc ful heart, where thy image is ever preſent, muſt MW her 1 
« reſign thee, may it be to one, blooming and the ( 
&« Jovely as thyſelf, whoſe honour and whoſe IM 


7 bim 
« worth ſhall inſure thy happineſs; not,” retur 
looking 17 100 at him, to a man, whoſe teach 
« vices render him contemptible, and whoſe WM (me 


„ hoary head is, by his own voluntary ac. was n 
40 tions, covered with ſhame inſtead o ho- E conde 
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] $ Cal 
: | . | b erſel 
This,“ replied Lord Sutton, “ is a language aroun 
“J would not bear, was it not in my own houſe? could 
% Your age and infirmities,“ returned the young WW. ſeve 


man, * will be your protection in any other place Wc tha 
c« as well as this; but depend on it, no place ſhall . ino: 
et protect you from the ſhame and contempt you then 1, 
* « deſerve, or ſkreen you from the voice of truth, Mkrords 
« when and wherever I meet you.” ————S0 ſay- Wk ole 
ing, he flung out of the room, throwing his card Wife of 
on the table. 3 „ len 
The eyes of Lord Sutton followed him.— Pitatior 
When quite out of fight, with a deep ſigh, he ex- Hrofou: 
amined the card; and, after ſome time, broke ſ. Nuarrel 
lence, with aſking the Captain what he thought of Pires, 
him? 3 755 P roviſic 
It was proper nw, that there was no danger, Mr. 
for the valiant toad-eater, to be in a rage at the More, + 
inſults offered his patron ; he begged the addreſs, M.ondor 
that he might have the honour of chaſtifing him. young 
« Nu? —anſwered Lord Sutton, with a fignih- ul reg 
cant emphaſis that ſtaggered the poor captain; ; 
not ſo much on account of the inſinuation it cer- 
tainly implied, of his want of proweſs, as for the 
uncertainty it left him in, of the ſentiments it be- 
hoved him to expreſs of a matter that had occaſi- 
oned ſuch uncommon agitations in his principal. — 
| A ſilence 


Vox. 
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be- A ſilence ere for ſome moments, when his 
W. Lordſhip thought proper to leave the room, and 
ith- WT retire to his library. Mrs. Villars, relieved from 
nuſt her morning s attendance, was following him, but 
and the Captain ſtopped her, to beg ſhe would favour 
hoſe T him with her opinion of the late tranſaction; in 
10, return for which, he promiſed his wife ſhould 
85 teach her to mie tea; which, as ſhe, he pre- 
hoſe 


ſumed, was a woman of character and Villars 


ac- was not, he choſe to inſinuate, would be a great 


ho- condeſcenſion ; but that fooliſh woman excuſed 
E herſelf, with her uſual indifference to the objects 
q around her ; not having formed any opinion, ſhe 
could give none; and hinted her fears, in rather 
5 ſeyerer manner than ſhe was accuſtomed to, 
. that not having had his lady's practice, ſhe 

0 ſhould be little Hom for her inſtructions, ſhe 


'Oung 
place 


> ſhall 


t you uu left the poor body ſpitefully——Hurt at her 
truth, Words and manner, reſpecting bis ſpouſe, and in 
0 1 In doleful dilemma how to conduct himſelf in the 
3 Car 


raſe of Wilkinſon, whoſe addreſs Lord Sutton had 
E [taken with him, he returned home without an in- 


im.— itation to dinner; where, notwithſtanding bis 
he ex- profound reſpe& for her, he thought proper to 
oke fi Huarrel with, and beat this very beſt of all poſſible 
ight of Pives, becauſe ſhe had not the art of procuring 
Proviſion without money. 

langer, Mr. Wilkinſon attended Mrs. Herbert to h 
at the Wore, accompanied by Mr. Manſel: they all left 
ddrels, Iondon full of regret and anxiety, for the fate of 
him.— young creature, who was the ase of their mu- 
ſignif. Wal regard and eſteem. 

aptain; 5 

it cer- 
for the 
s it be WL ð 

occaſi- You 7 = - 
cipal.— 33 ˙ÿ— : 


ſilence 


the loſs of Mrs. Manfer; her employers wer 
charmed with her execution; and as it was alway 
fetched and carried by Hannah Clarke, who was! 


c H A P. Im. Ml ta 


A Rebbery. 


E left Anna happier than ſhe had been fine 


very ordinary little woman of thirty; ſhe extortel 


more civility from Mrs. Deſmoulins, than it ws ped- 
poſſible ſo fine a figure as Anna's could have ben jeatt 
entitled to. „ 5 name 
The winter was now approaching, and as M. It oc 
Edwin, neither by himfelf or ſervants, had giva were 
her any interruption while Mr. Manſel was nM ble or 
town, for fear (Which was realy the caſe) th —a | 
' might place a ſpy on his actions, ſhe began to cor dread 
cee herſelf ſafe from any farther inſult ; ſhe h him + 
not again ſeen, to her furprize, the perſon wh Grof 
brought her the letter from Mr. Manſel; but c total 
cluding he had forgot to call, wrote to that frien her uf 
*Ker thanks for his feaſonable ſüpply; and giving her a 
brief account of all that had happened to be conch 
She made two holidays to do this in, and was jul ginatie 
9 fitting down to her frame, when Mrs. Deſmouln 1 J 
entered her apartment, followed by her maid wii Herbe 
a large bundle; her buſineſs was, in the firſt plad funk ſ 
to ſatisfy herſelf of the place of our heroine's re Ala 
dence, and, in the next, to give her the train of few to 
ſuit of clothes to finiſn— The coat was alreadi as the 
done; it was intended for a preſent from a youWfion, } 
lady of quality, to her fiſter, a new marriq tion; 


- Ducheſs. She very much wiſhed to have it mal 
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up by the next birth day; but was taken with a ſit 
of wearineſs, and would do no more to it herſelf; 


i though its being finiſhed by another hand was to. 


be kept a profound fecret—It was elegantly fan- 
cied, and variegated in the moſt beautiful taſte, 
| with embroidery, foil, ſpangles, and crape; ad 
an ample price was to be paid if done well. Anna 
| readily undertook, and inſtantly ſet about a job, 


ene from which ſhe expected as much credit as profit. 


were i She had proceeded rapidly in her taſk, which had 


alway WW more taſte than labour in it; when having ſent for 


Wasa freſh ſupply of one ſhade of filk, the accidentally 
ctortel I caſt her eyes on the paper in Which it was wrap- 
it Wis 8 ped—it was part of a magazine, and contained the 
e ben deaths of the month. The firſt in the liſt was the 

name of Charles Herbert, Eſq; of Llandore Caſtle. 
as MIt occurred not to her, that the father and ſon 
1 gr were both of one Chriſtian name—She was ſenſi- 
Mgt ble only of the idea that young Herbert was dead 
e) Un 


A thouſand circumſtances now confirmed thoſe 
to cor dreadful ſurmiſes—His ill health, which obliged 


ſhe hu him to go out of town at the period of her leaving 
on wu Groſvenor Square — Mr. Edwir's mourning.— The 
but of | total extinction of her hopes, by his entire giving 
it frienl her up, which, from not hearing from him, thou 
giving Wl her abode was ſo well 'known to his family, 

to he concluded to be the caſe, now all roſe to hay! 3 
was jul Fassen, and confpired to diſtract her again the 
ſmoulußg fatal paper was examined—it was indeed Charles 


21d will 
rſt plao 
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train of 
5 alread 
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Herbert a dreadful miſt overſpread her vyes—ſhe 
funk ſenſeleſs on the floor. 


flew to her apartment. The ſight of hey: dear child, 
as ſhe fondly called her, bereft.of ſenſe and mo- 
ion, had nearly thrown her into the fame condi- 
tion; the houſe, the neighbours were alarmed— 


G 2 | 1 ſhe 


Alarmed at the noiſe of ker: fall, Mrs. Klicke | 


the apothecary mee eke let hey e and 


„ „ 


ſhe ſoon returned to a ſenſe of ſorrow exceeding 5 
all ſhe had yet felt. | | be 
In the midſt of her misfortunes, when every WM v 


other hope forſook her, ſhe had indulged a latent 
ene in that of being dear to Herbert; in that I gat 
hope, unknown to herſelf, exiſted one of being, 


by ſome happy means or other, once more bleſt in a 
his ſociety. The laſt interview had left its traces 909 
on her mind never to be eraſed. When ſhe waz = 
particularly ſenſible of her misfortunes, that was 


her never-failing reſource ; when ſhe ſuffered her 
naturally ſanguine temper to look forward to a pol- 
ſibility of better days, ſtill he was her firſt object; 
but thoſe flattering ideas no longer ſoothed her 
imagination; the relentleſs hand of fate had torn 
from her heart the laſt, and only fond hope; the 
creation was now a void; the world had nothing 
in it for her; the moſt amiable, the moſt beloved 
youth was no more—ſhe might now, without fear 
of injury to Miſs Edwin, without dread of diſturb- 
ing the peace of his family, indulge in a luxury of 
grief the retroſpect of his virtues ; ſhe could live 
over again each ſcene that had bound her foul to 
- his—She- yet ſaw and felt the benignant glance of 
his eyes their ſoft languiſhments ftill melted on 
her thoughts. But, alas! he was loſt for ever, 
and for ever. In this diſtracted ſituation tears and 
ſighs were her only relief. Unable to bear the 
light, it was in vain Mrs. Clarke implored her 
to repoſe her ſorrows in her faithful boſom—ihe 
mourned the dear youth inwardly and inceſſantly 
— her reft and appetite both forſook her, and had 
not another calamity awaited her, which, by roul- 
ing her faculties, made her grief change its object, 
in all probability ſhe would have ſunk under the ſe- 
.cret agonies of her mind. 1 
Hates, who knew the wiſhes of his maſter, called 
often on Mrs. Clarke's daughter, and 1 
185 ove 
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love to that fooliſh woman, had egreſs and regreſs 
there unknown to her mother. A few days after 


this aMiCting circumſtance to Anna, Mrs. Clarke 


was ſent for to viſit a ſick brother at Chatham: it 


was with great reluctance ſhe left her in ſuch a a 


ſtate of mind and body; but as ſhe expected fome-. 


tries at his death, our heroine inſiſted on her 


oing. ES, 

f The firſt day of her abſence, worn out by grief 
and want of reſt, Anna threw herſelf on the bed, 
and unfortunately for a few minutes forgot her 
cares. In this interval Bates called—Hannah was 
in the kitchen under the ſhop: not meeting with 


any one below, a ſudden impulſe of curioſity car- 


ned him up ftairs. The door of her apartment 
being open, the beauty of the work induced him, 


treading very light and ſeeing the room empty, to 


take a nearer view of it. FA 
In that evil moment, her ill fate put it in his 


head, as he had often heard his maſter curſe the 


embroidery, as the means of her being enabled to 
ſupport herſelf independent of him, if ſhe was de- 
prived of that reſource, Mr. Edwin muſt yet ſuc- 
ced, he ſilently ſtripped the train out of the 
frame, and the coat hanging on the chairs for her 


guide, bundled the whole up, and got off unheard 


and undiſcovered. 
Anna's ſorrow was too poignant to ſuffer her 
long to reſt The little bed room *adjoined to that 


n which her work ſtood. But who can expreſs - 
ber feelings, at the fight of her frame ſtripped, 


and the coat gone ?—She ran down ſtairs almoſt 
frantic. Hannah was by that time in the ſho 

Search was made, the neighbourhood alarmed—A 
little girl who came for a ſkain of thread ſaid ſhe' 
met a man coming out of the ſhop with a bundle. 


Anna half diſtracted, knew not yet the conſe- 
quence of this misfortune. She got Hannah to go 
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to Mr. Deſmoulins'—He and his wife were out- 
rageous, they were ruined, they ſhould loſe their 
beſt cuſtomers and friends, no money could com- 
penſate for the loſs, but if it could, they had taken 
no ſecurities. Mrs. Deſmoulins blamed her huf. 
band; he curſed for the firſt time his own folly; 
and both vowed revenge on our ill-fated heroine, 
On undertaking the work, ſhe had mentioned 
her having done Lady Edwin's ſuit which was ſo 
much admired— Away flew Mrs. Deſmoulins to Sir 
William Edwin's to make enquiries. The ſervant 
there told her, the perſon who worked that ſuit for 
their Lady, was faid not to be honeſt ; and was, 
moreover, now in keeping. Inflamed by this news, 
the returned to her huſband : ſhe thought what his 
. ridiculous obſtinacy would come to: he would em- 
loy the ſhut, but ſhe knew his motives, and the 
world {ſhould know them too. She would go to 
Lady Harriot ; ſhe would throw herſelf at the feet 
of the Ducheſs; ſhe would diſcloſe thoſe injuries 
ſhe had hitherto borne in meekneſs and ſilence. 
Oh ! if her dear Timothy were but alive to ſee this 
day; to fee the bulinels he, poor dear creature, 
took ſuch pains to eſtabliſh, thrown away on 
trumpets | But it did not fignify, ſee what the 
Duchefs would ſay. The poor Frenchman, unable 
to ſtop the torrent of her reproaches, and con- 
ſcious of her having oppoſed his employing our 
heroine, was filled with confuſion and diſmay. 
The diſobliging of the young Ducheſs, whole 
beauty was not more the object of general admira- 
tion, than her ſweetneſs was that of reſpeCt and 
eſteem, and whoſe favour was as much the ſource 
of profit to the tradeſmen ſhe patronized as her 
diſpleaſure was the reverſe; beſides for ever oſ- 
fending Lady Harriot, who choſe to have the 
whole credit of the work. The ſuperior penetra- 
tion of his wife, now ſo evident in this unlucky 
| N event, 
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Out- 5 i 
their erent, admitted not of diſpute; he therefore had 
com- neither power nor inclination to oppoſe her mea- 
aken ſures:— ſhe inſiſted on taking out a warrant againſt 


buf. the hufly, to which he readily conſented ; it was, 
olly ; ¶ however, too late in the evening to take a ſtep of 
le. that nature, and the innocent Anna was ſuffered to 
oned paſs that night unknowing of the dreadful fate 
as ſo which awaited her. | g 

0 Sir 

rvant 

1t for 
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at his | 
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O to 1 | | 

feet The Trio of Magiſtrates. 

uries WE r7 | 2 15 " 
ence. FT HE loſs of the embroidery afflicted our 
this heroine moſt ſenſibly, as ſhe doubted not but the 
ture, means of her ſubſiſtence would be taken from her; 
y on but that was an object of far leſs concern to her 
t the now than it would have been a few days ago. 
nable Herbert was gone | How gladly would ſhe now re- 
con- ſign a life, which had been a conſtant ſcene of 
our forrow and diſappointment, to be united to him 
may. for ever ! In reflections on the uncommon cruelty 
vhoſe WW of her fate, in deſpair of one day's peace, joyleſs 
mira- in the preſent, and hopeleſs in the future, her heart 
t and WF ſickened, and the extreme dejection of her ſpirits, 
Ource which could not evaporate in tears, brought on a 
s her MW ſlow fever, which preyed on her all night, but in- 


r of- W termitted towards morning, when ſhe fell into a 
> the doze, from which ſhe was awoke by the cries of 
etra- W Hannah at her chamber door—Almoſt fainting 
lucky W with weakneſs and grief, ſhe made an effort to 
vent, PO 0 | 


_ dreſs 
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dreſs herſelf, and opened the door, when to her 
unſpeakable terror, two men entered, who told her 
they had got a warrant againſt her; ignorant of 
their meaning, as well as intent, ſhe begged to 
know what they meant; when in burſt the inexo- 
rable Mrs. n bidding her inſtantly go 
with them; the meaning was, to puniſh ſuch de- 
mure ſluts as her; and, fince ſhe could not pro- 
duce her work, ſhe ſhould be employed in Bride. 
well, where thieving could anſwer no end. 
Anna's outcries brought the neighbours in, 
when the volubility. of the tradeſwoman, oppoſed 
to the death-like filence of poor Anna, immedi- 
ately ſettled the matter: “ no wonder the gentle- 
woman was in ſuch a paſſion ; it was a fad thing 
« for people to loſe their bread by ſuch creatures; 
„ it was plain enough ſhe was guilty ; that might 
| © be ſeen in her looks.” One of the conſtables, 
' however, in compaſſion to her youth and ſex, beg- 
ged Mrs. Deſmoulins would withdraw, and let him 
try to bring her to a confeſſion: at this Anna 
ſtarted: © I know not what you mean or why! 
« am thus ſurrounded ; if it is on account of the 
© work I loſt, be pacified, madam, I have one 
“ friend, who can and will ſatisfy you. I am,” 
continued ſhe, © very ill able to ſupport myſelf 
“ under ſuch treatment; but be aſſured you will 
t be paid your demand: I beg I may be left 
e 9 085 
6“ Yes, yes, miſtreſs, you will have time enough 


4 to be alone,” retorted the woman. You muſt 


« now be ſatisfied at going into company.” 
© Come, Sir, do your office,” The men ſeized 
her.—Slipping from their hands on her knees, her 
face bathed in tears, and every token of deſpair in 
her countenance, ſhe begged to know what was to 


be. done with her, and where ſhe was to go, but 


no anſwer was vouchſafed to her heartbreaking 
intreaties; 


1 "oe 


intreaties; ſhe was carried down and put into a 
coach, to be taken before the fitting magiſtrates. 
Hannah, locking up her doors, followed weeping, 
and ws, ay her hands, ane ne ing the 
neighbours, from different motives, to the place 
where the rotation was held ; they were there as 
| ſoon as the coach; and Anna was lifted out, 
| being utterly unable to ſtand, and carried be- 
fore the bench, which conſiſted of three ma- 
giſtrates. e 
One was a ſhort thick man, with very ſpiteful 
blue eyes; ſo gouty, as to be ſcarcely able to walk 
from the door to his chair: he had, from a ver 
mean original, wormed himſelf into credit, ak, 
| after carrying on a great ſhew of trade for a very 
| few years, commenced bankrupt, paid the enor- 
mous compoſition of two and fixpence in the 
pound; and having got his certificate, by his in- 
| defatigable ſervices, at a general election, to the 
FE ſucceſsful candidate, was put into commiſſion of 
the peace, in which, with ſome private reſources, 
he contrived to pick up the means of a genteel 
ling: He was an inflexible advocate for juſtice, a 
| conſtant friend to the fortunate, and an inveterate 
enemy to all rogues who were poor. His name was 
Len, | 5 ee 
Next him ſat a tall, luſty, fair man, pompous in 
| his manner, florid in his ſpeech, and a prodigious : 
admirer of his own ſenſe and dignity: When 1 
lay he was a contractor, I need not add he was 
rich. He was at this period famous for his oppo- 
tion to that government under which he had got 
a fortune, and the public vilifier of the prince who 
had honoured him with a title: he was fond of 
making ſpeeches; affected ſo tender a heart, that 
he has been known to ſhed tears at a ſeſſions, with 
his ſpread hands on his heart, in behalf of .a-petis 
tion from a commiſſioner of the turnpikes and high 
|  3t roads, 
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roads, while his callous heart retreated from the 


woes of his own blood, and turned a deaf ear to 
the pleas of the diſtreſſed of all denominations; a 
0 aſſertor of public juſtice, and a private 
violator of every humane tie; ſo humble, that he 
would tell you how deſtitute of friends, money, or 
recommendation, he firſt entered on the theatre of 
life; and ſo proud, that no ſociety was any longer 
tolerable to him, than it was filled with wonder 
at his riches and grandeur, and bowed the knee 
bf adulation to his prodigious abilities. This ma- 
giſtrate was called Sir Richard Peacock. —0n 
his right hand fat a fat dark man, with a kind of 
a black and blue complexion z who, though here 
in all the pomp of magiſtracy, ſcowled his gray 
griſly brows round the hall with an aſſumed ſul- 
lenneſs and pride; at home, in his own ſhop, 
would weigh a halfpenny worth of plums to a 
beggar's nephew, duſt the gold ſugar-loaf over his 
door, {weep the front of his houſe, or any other 
odd matter that required doing. 

He was rich enough to ſatisfy a miſer, and ſav- 
ing enough to pleaſe one : his canvas apron an- 
fwered two purpoſes ; it preſerved his black ſtuff 
breeches, and it ſaved a pocket handkerchief; that, 
and a night-cap, onca white, were the enſigns by 
which this magiſtrate was known in the place 
where he lived; but under thoſe very unfavoura- 
ble appearances, he carried a tender, and even a 
generous heart, at times when he condeſcended to 
put uff the importance of his character; and when 
he difpenſed with the dear idea of money-getting, 
the milk of human kindneſs warmed his heart; 
and that purſe he had taken ſuch pains to fill, was 
| Hberally opened to the calls of friendſhip and hu- 
manity; and this, to do him juſtice, was not 


CHAP. 
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The Friend in Need. 


W HEN Anna was brought through a mob of 
runners, conſtables, diſputants, and pickpockets, be- 
fore thoſe auguſt perſonages, ſinking with appre- 
henſions, and overcome with fear, ſhe ventured to 


raiſe her eyes to the awful tribunal before whom 
| ſhe was to be examined. 


From the prejudices of firſt appearances, the 
ey locks of Atwood gave her hopes, which the 
mild-looking Sir Richard confirmed ; but from the 
bent brow of Mr. Sago her ſoul ſhrunk. | 
Mrs. Deſmoulins, though upwards of fifty, 
dreſſed in the pink and the height of the mode, 


was honoured with a ſeat within the bar, while the 


poor culprit, in whoſe countenance modeſty and 


delicacy were ſtrongly delineated, and whoſe pallid 


cheeks carried evidence of weakneſs and ill health, 
ſupported herſelf by leaning on the bar ; Hannah 
not being able to ſqueeze up to her, ſurrounded by 


| men whole appearances ſtruck her with terror. 


Mr. Deſmoulins likewiſe ſoon made his appear- 


ance ; when refpect to their dreſs induced the wor- 


thy magiſtrates to give them an inſtant hearing. 


Mr. Deſmoulins, in a moſt polite ſtyle, told 


them, he was in deſpair at the trouble he was 
obliged to give them ; that the perſon who had the 


honour of appearing at the bar, was one in whom 


he had placed great confidence; that he had the 


mortification to find himſelf deceived in her; and 


it was with great regret and repugnance he did 
| a | IO himſelf. 
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himſelf the honour of charging her with a de- 
fraud. 95 
* Who are you, Sir, what is your name, and 
here do you reſide ?” demanded Juſtice At- 
wood. „ 
With an important bow he was going to anſwer, 
when Mrs. Deſmoulins interrupted him. 


a round about tale to their honours; pleaſe you, 
my Lord, I keep the ſtar and garter embroidery 
„ warehouſe in Pall Mall; we work for all the 
“people of faſhion ; and this girl being no better 
than ſhe ſhould be, came to us for employ.” 
« What,” interrupted Atwood, “ ſhe is a-a,— 
you underſtand me.“ | 

“ Yes, indeed, Sir, ſhe is no better than a 
« kept woman; and we, out of compaſſion, em- 
6 ployed her; for, God be praiſed, we want not 
6“ for hands or buſineſs, or, indeed, what we may 
« hve on without it.” 

“ Bring a chair for this here lady, and that there 
gentleman,” ſaid the civil juſtice. * Now, Ma- 
« dam, we can hear, when you can ſpeak, with 
“ more eaſe to yourſelf.” 1 

« Well, pleaſe your Worſhip, a 12 of the 
4 firſt quality, we work for few others, ſent us a 
« job, and my fooliſh huſband would make me 
« give it her, together with the coat fimiſhed by 
« way of pattern; and now, when it ſhould be 
e done; che has made away with it.“ 

Well, young woman,” ſaid Sir Richard, 
c you hear the enormity of the crime of which you 
« are charged—you have, it ſeems, been guilty 
« of a two-fold of-fence, you have be-tray-ed the 
&« con-fi-dence pla-ced in you by theſe wor- thy peo- 
ec ple, and you have de-fraud-ed them of their 
« pro-per-ty. I pro-feſs, my heart bleeds, it drops, 
„I fay, blood, to ſee ſuch wick-ed-neſs in ſo young 


va Creature. , 


“ Lord, Louis, what fignifies your goin ſuch 
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ec à creature. What is your name 2 pauſe 


« why do you not ſpeak ? what is your name?“ 
« Why don't you anſwer his worſhip ?” ſaid we 
conſtable Wha had brought her there. 


It was impoſſible—the agony of her ſoul was too 


| ſtrong for utterance ; ſpeech was denied her; 
| and an obſtinate Glence being imputed to her in 
contempt of juſtice, oaths were prepared to be ad- 
| miniſtered to the proſecutors, and Anna ordered to 
be committed, when Mr. Sago approached her, 


looking under his bent brow, filled her with freſh 


terror; her eyes were involuntarily averted, and 


her head turned from him. 
Viewing her earneſtly, “ Can nobody be found ?” 


| faid he, in a ſoftened voice, “ have you nobody, 
| © child, who will be bail for you? for gentlemen,” 
| turning to his brethren, © according to the ſtory 


of the proſecutor, and we have not heard the 
* poor girl, this at the worſt can be but a breach 


| © of truſt; have you nothing to ſay for yourſelf, 


e child? ” ſaid he, turning tenderly to her. 
Speech, with a violent guſh of ſorrow, was now 
lent her :—with her ſpread hands on her face, 
while the tears dropped through her fingers, Oh, 
“ dir!” exclaimed ſhe, © may the bleſſings of the 


© broken hearted attend you—indeed I am wrong- 


«ed; I would have paid the value of the work 
« . 


Which was ſtolen from my apartment.“ 


« Have you any one to ſpeak to your charac- 
E | 
| © Character,” repeated Mrs. Deſmoulins, “ ſhe 
“ robbed the lady where ſhe lived laſt, and has 


“ ſince been upon the town character indeed „ 


« Is this true, child ?” ſaid Sago. 


«© Good God, Sir, no! for heaven's ſake what 
lady do you allude to? and what do you mean 


by the town?“ 


« J mean 


* F 
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I mean Lady Edwin who knows you to be 2 
« thiek,” 

« Take care, Madam,” ſaid Anna, ſome re. 
mains of her pride, uniting with conſcious inno- 
cence, © wretched and friendleſs as I now appear, 
« there are in the world (burſting into a freſh 
« flood of tears) thoſe that will ſupport my inno- 
&f cence, and vindicate my character. Lady Ed. 
«© win herſelf would be one of the firſt to join in 
ce the puniſhment of ſuch a cruel calumny.” 

© Come, come, woman,” ſternly ſaid Sir Rich- 
ard, © you are char-ged on the oath of Mr. and 
« Mrs. Deſmou-lins, both peo-ple of un- doubt- ed 
« credit, with a de-fraud ; and if you, have not 
« good and ſuf-h-ci-ent bail, to e you muſt 
Ngo: my time, and that of my bre-thren on the 
cc berich, is too pre-ci-ous to waſte with your e-qui- 


« yocations. I am, my-ſelf, o-bli-ged, (looking 


« round him with great dignity) to at-tend the na- 
cc ti-o-nal af-fairs of the realm. What ſay Jou, Mr. 
c. g- a- you, Sir, the keeper of the priſon? 
Anna looked up; her pride again forſook her, in 
the horror of aſſociating with He wretches ſhe be- 
held, of being dragged OT among the abandoned 
of both ſexes ; ſhe was ſenſible only to terror ; and 
| throwing herſelf on her knees, ſhe addreſſed Mrs. 
Deſmoulins: 3 

Have pity on my youth, Madam; confider 1 
c“ am of your own ſex ; for the honour of huma- 
« nity, ſpare me.“ 

„ Sol will, if you confeſs ; ſo I will, if you tell 
« me where the work may be recovered ; 15 not 
«-elic.” ap "Ks ES: 
The huſband, a little mollified, would now have 
interfered, but that ſerved only as oil on a flame ; 
his wife's paſſion increaſed, and Anna was on the 
point of being dragged away, though Mr, Sago 
wiſhed till to be favourable ; but Mrs. Deſmoulins 

RG; unfortunately 


-Y unfortupately aſking him if “ he would make good 
good fortune, in the ſhape of Mr. Bently, puſhed 


| known to the worſhipful Bench; the bar was lifted 
up; but inſtead of availing himſelf of that honour, 
be ſeized hold of Anna, and lugging her in, the 
| tears rolling down his venerable face. 


| that do, Sir Richard; will that do, Mr. Atwood !”? 
i and ſhaking with his vacant hand the thumb of the 


| The general ſurprize of theſe diſtributors of juſ- 
| tice, and the people who were preſent, ſoon gave 
| way to the an, due toa young perſon under the 
| avowed prote „ 
| © Did I not bid you, my amiable girl, ſeek a a 
4 friend at the Abbey?“ ſaid Mr. Bently, as ſoon 
as his emotions would let him; © why did you not 
| © come to me?? 


of eau-de-luce at her ſervice; he had even a tear 
| ready to ſqueeze out at fight of ſo lovely a creature's 
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« her loſs ? an end was put to the affair; when 


in. His perſon was, as well as his great fortune, 


Ten, ten thouſand pounds bail for her; will 


grocer, © will that do?“ 


ion of ſo ric 


a man. 


The agony and weakneſs of our heroine when 


her guardian angel entered, was converted to aſto- 
niſhment; how, in the moment when all hope 
was loſt, when on the very verge of deſpair, could 
| ſhe believe ſhe was really in the hands of a friend, 
| willing and able to preſerve her from wrong, to pro- 
tect her from inſult | the ſudden tranſition from ſor- 
| row to joy was too much for her reduced ſpirits. 
Way was now made for Hannah, every body pitied 
| her diſtreſs; Mr. Atwood offered his own chair, it 


being an armed one, and Sir Richard had a bottle 


indiſpoſition. Sago lamented ſecretly the want 


of his canvas apron ; and Mrs. Deſmoulins, to the 


aſtoniſhment of her huſband, was filent. | 
As Anna revived, her gratitude, too ftrong for 


words, vented itſelf in a plentiful ſhower of tears; 


— they 
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| 1 
they were not the only ones ſhed on the occaſion, 
Sir Richard, as I have ſaid before, had a very con- 
venient knack at weeping where he was ſure no ad- 
vantage could be taken at the appearance of huma- 
nity; ſo that on the preſent occaſion, he even 
j | 
| Bently—-but I muſt here beg one word with my 
reader on the ſubjeCt of a weakneſs many people 


bluſh at. Iwill acknowledge a watery head, in ſome littlen 

| caſes, to be the ſign of a weak heart; it was in Sir BW Mr: 
= Richard more, it was the mark of a wicked, hypo- gentle 
| critical one: but hallowed, for ever hallowed be Wl witho! 
\ the ſpontaneous and involuntary drops excited by WM her hr 
_ humanity, and enforced by compaſſion, which are Wl he had 
_ often ſeen to flow from the ſoul of bravery itſelf, WM conſci, 
3 and grace the face of undaunted courage; yes, the march 
fame eyes from whence, in the ſervice of their N with a 
| country, or in the cauſe of honour, courageous tenanc 
flaſhes of ſacred fire have ſtruck confuſion into the Sir | 


hearts of their enemies; at thy ſhrine, oh, hea- © give 
ven-born ſympathy, how they have been ſuf- WF oi 
fuſed! _ | 
Bently wept like a child. | 

8 When you wanted a friend, Miſs Manſel, 

hy did you not come to me?“ ſaid he. Alas! 
i « poor girl, once acquainted with the villany of a 
# “ Sutton, who ſhall condemn thee for diſtruſt- 
“ ing all mankind ? I have watched, followed, 
&« and tried thee : my ſoul, like thy own, rent with 
« forrow, and robbed of all its hopes, will receive 
« a gueſt which had long forſook its habitation. 
In raiſing thy modeſt merit I will be joyful—and 
S - © in making that beauty, innocence, and honour, 
Which was denied pity, enviable, I will feel hap- 
„ & pineſs. For you, good woman, go home 
& J have reconciled the loſs of her gown to the niſſion, 
« Ducheſs ; and if you find you are no longer ho- {ompan 
- © noured with the ſanction and cuſtom of that d by ay 


— 
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4 family, attribute it to their native benevolence, 
« hich will not ſuffer them to beſtow their favour 
« on ſavages. GO“ | 

How beautiful is goodneſs | how awful the ema- 
nation of an upright mind! the words that were ut- 
| tered by this honeſt man ſtruck all preſent with re- 

ſpect ; he was no magiſtrate—but thoſe who were, 
E ſhrunk into nothing with the ſenſe of their own 
| littleneſs, interrupted not his deciſion. TEE 
| Mrs. Deſmoulins with a front equally devoid of 
| gentleneſs or modeſty, felt abaſhed, and retired 
without anſwering the reſpectable monitor; and 
her huſband, who found the natural complacency 
he had for his own dear ſweet ſelf, increaſed by the 
| conſciouſneſs. of the mercy he had wiſhed to ſhew, 
| marched after her, backward, bowing all the way, 
with a mixture of triumph and e in his coun- 
[tenance. „ 

Sir Richard had now began an harangue : © It 
« gives me,” ſaid he, © the great-eſt plea-ſure—lIt 
“gives me the ſa-tis-fac-ti-on—nay it gives me the 
the great · eſt a- a-a— that is to ſay, I am glad, 
“very glad, an af- fair ſo black (knitting his brow) 
“ in the be-gin-ning, ſhould turn out ſo white 
* (\miling) in the end; and that the handſome 
lady in the chatr ———” 


ruſt- Sir,“ interrupted Bently, I beg your par- 
wed, don; I muſt thank you another time for what 
with WF you are pleaſed to ſay in favour of that lady, but 
ceive at preſent ſhe is too much agitated to attend to 


tion. WF it—we will therefore beg to be excuſed.” He was 
—and {then going to lead her out, when a large concourſe 
our, Wt people were ſeen advancing to the office, and 
hap- hre gentlemen, whoſe independent circumſtances 
—— Nd good ſenſe kept them, though in the ſame com- 
o the Wilſon, from often appearing at the Rotation in 
r 5 ompany with the trading juſtices, entered, follow- 
tha 


aby as great a number of people as could ſqueeze 


In. 
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in. It was now impoſſible for Anna, in her pre- 
ſent weak ſtate, to paſs. 


138 


The civil Mr. Atwood therefore intreated her : 


to retire into a little inner room behind where the 


ſat, which offer ſhe gladly accepted. Bently was 
following—when among the new comers he beheld 


Dalton, —he did not mention this circumſtance to 
Anna ; but as ſoon as he was ſatisfied in refpect to 
her accommodation, left her and returned: to the 
Juſtice-room. | 


ORs 3} © hs MAS» - 


Proves our Heroine had a Father, 


| A GENTEEL looking elderly man, very 
much ſun burnt, by whoſe ſide ſtood a younger 
man of the ſame deſcription, told a plain and mo- 
ving tale ; he ſaid his name was Mordant ; he was 
a native of South Wales; that he had when young 
an only ſiſter, the greateſt beauty of the time, who 
_ captivated, at the age of eighteen, the ſon and heir 
of a noble family in their ans er u ; but 
though a great and unincumbered eſtate, with the 
vaſt perſonal riches, deſcending from the ſeveral 
branches of their houſe, were all veſted in the father 
ol this young man, no intreaties whatever could 
induce him to liſten to the petition of his ſon in be- 
half of his love, although pride far more than his 
defire of wealth oppoſed his happineſs. As their 


houſe boaſted a long line of anceſtors, not one of 


whom had married out of the beſt blood in the prin- 
cipality, and is father was the ſon of . 
. y * | l 8 . W 0 
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and who havin 
much beloved 
he caught from her miſtreſs, but fell into a decline 
| which was pronounced to be incurable by any thing 
but her native air; and on this, it being near the 
time proper to ſend his little daughter, as is there 
| cultomary, to England for education, and unwilling 


the poor invalid ſhould go by herſelf, he had taken 


who dealt in butter and oats, the produce of that 
country; that finding the young gentleman was 


bent on marrying the object of his affection, the 
father had him ſeized, and with unrelenting rigour 
confined him in a remote part of his large manſion 
| four years, having made a vow he ſhould never fee 


the ſun till the young woman was dead or mar- 
ried, or till he gave his honour to think on her no 
more; that his ſiſter being in a deplorable ſtate of 


health, their father dead, and themſelves invited 


to an uncle at Jamaica, he had contrived, at her 
requeſt, to ſcale the out- ſide of the caſtle, and 
delivered the young man from his confinement, 
who ſet out immediately with them. He married 
his ſiſter at the ſeaport from whence they failed, 
vowing never to return to his family till they re- 
ceived his beloved wife with him, and ſoon reached 
the place of their deſtination. The happineſs of 
the new married pair increaſing with their family, 


| the huſband declared his intention of renouncing 
his country, and all of his blood who would not 


acknowledge his wife—A ſhort time after they ar- 
rived the uncle died, leaving them joint heirs to 


his trade and fortune; they entered into partner- 
| ſhip and lived in equal harmony and happineſs, till 
a fatal epidemic fever carried off both their wives, 
and all his partner's children but one, the youngeſt, 
a female; that a woman who had nurſed his fiſter, 
attended her abroad, had been 


by her, recovered of the fever which 


that opportunity to bring over his child; and as 
(if the old woman recovered) he would wiſh her to 
| continue 
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140 XN 
continue in England (merely that ſhe might be near 
her) to leave her comfortably ſettled ; for which 
purpoſe, as he meant to return by the firſt ſhip, 
and choſe to avoid any poſſible rencontre with his 
family, who he more than ever diſliked fince the 
death of his wife, inſtead of taking it from their cor- 
reſpondents here, he brought money with him for 
the purpoſe of ſinking it into an annuity for the life of 
the old ſervant; that they arrived fafe in the Downs, 
when the woman being extremely ill, and deſirous 
of reaching London for advice immediately, they 
had left the ſhip there in order to proceed to town, 
leaving the principal part of their baggage on board; 
ſince which he had never been able to trace, by any 
means whatever, what had become of either his 
brother-in-law, his niece, or the nurſe, the ſhip 
having returned without their things being ever 
landed, or the Captain's ſeeing or hearing any thing 
of them; that he continued to trade in their joint 
names till he had accumulated beyond his ex- 
pectation; and his uneaſineſs criti inſtead of 
decreaſing, he had brought his ſon over himſelf fix 
years ago to finiſh his education, ſolely for the pur- 
= of making N nan Ip after his loſt friend ; that 
e continued in England twelve months, and at 
length returned, having vainly inquired not only 
of his family, the old Lord being dead, but at every 
probable place, without being able to obtain the 
leaſt intelligence concerning him; that he had con- 
_ cluded they were murdered for the ſake of the mo- 
ney his partner carried with him; and this ſhock- 
ing ſurmiſe was confirmed about four months 
ago, in a manner the moſt providential and extraor- 
dinary. | fe 5 
A bricklayer, who had long worked on his 
eſtate, having emigrated to the Spaniſh ſettlements 
with a mulatto ſlave, his wife petitioned him for 
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means to return to her own country; that he had 


paid her paſſage home, and gave the houſe he re- 
fided in to an old ſervant; in clearing away the lit- 
ters four bags, marked by that very ſervant 100 Gs. 
which his brother had taken with him, were found 
and brought to him; that ſhocked and ſurprized 
beyond meaſure, he directly went after the man, 
but found the ſchooner he had failed in was loſt ; 
that not doubting his wife muſt be acquainted with 
the cataſtrophe, of which he had ſuch ſtrong ap- 
prehenſions, he then came to England in purſuit 
of her, whom he eaſily traced; and on queſtioning 
her about the bags, ſhe readily acknowledged 
them; but ſaid her huſband had received the mo- 


| ney from a clergyman, who, after much difficulty, 


he hkewiſe traced, though he had great reaſon to 


| ſuppoſe it an evaſion, and had ſent a card to him 


to beg his attendance, and he was now preſent ; 


he intreated they would pleaſe to examine the wo- 


man ſtrictly, that if the blood of the worthieſt of 
men, and his innocent child, had been ſpilt, ven- 


geance might be taken. 


Such a ſtory, told with every appearance of 


truth and feeling, could not but have a partiſan in 


the heart of every auditor; and the woman being 


put to the ſame bar, where an hour before our he- 
roine ſtood an inſtance of perſecuted innocence, 
one of the gentlemen magil | 

| be careful not to vary from the truth in her exami- 


rates exhorted her to 


nation, as circumſtances of a heinous nature, which 
had already come out, would be aggravated and 
confirmed by her prevarications. She was then 
ſnewn the bags, and repeated her ſtory, adding, 


the perſon's name, from whom her huſband receiv- 


ed them, was Dalton: he was on this deſired to walk 

forward. | NS De „„ 
From the inſtant the avaricious wretch ſaw the 

bags, and heard what was going forward, he gave 
9 himſelf 
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himſelf up for loſt; but when he found, the man 
who had received them of him was dead, and only 
the hearſay evidence of his wife, he wiſely conclu- 
ded, his No, as good as her Yes; he therefore po- 
ta hay an the whole matter: the woman perfiſt- 
ed in her ſtory : he in denying it :—when another, 
to him unwelcome ſtranger, made her way through 
the croud : this was Mrs. Clarke, who arrived at 
her houſe about two hours after Anna was carried, 
as we have related; from thence, hearing from the 
neighbourhood what had happened, ſhe flew to the 
office; and puſhing through the mob, weeping 
and lamenting, the firſt perfon who ſtruck her eyes 
was Dalton—concluding he was there on behalf of 
Anna. | . 
% Oh thank God,” faid ſhe, “you are here— 
« Where is the dear child? it will kill her—She 
«© was all but dead when I left her—Nothing elſe 
“ ſhould have brought me home ſo ſoon.” 
„ ho? anfwered Dalton, not a little confound- 
ed at the appearance of the only witneſs that could 
have been brought in the world to confront him; 
c do you rave? „ 
& Rave!” ſaid ſhe, “ you are enough to make 
4 one rave; why is not Miſs Manſel here?“ 
Bently, who now underftood her to be the 
_ Friend of his charge, beckoned her to him, and 
the examination went on the woman begged be- 
fore her commitment was ſigned, to be once more 
mea ... 
Sdbe then aſked the Doctor, if, ſeventeen yen 
ago, he had not laid out ſome money on a chape| 
in Stepney Fields? _ | 
„ That he did, poor man,” ſaid Mrs. Clarke, 
C every body knows that, and how that villain, 
«© White, ran away with it; I am ſure I pitied 
4 him from my heart. 15, 


A general 
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Ageneral confuſion now for a moment enſued— 
the merchant and juſtices were unanimous in call- 
ing on Mrs. Clarke for farther information ; bur no 
farther could ſhe give; yet it was circumftantial 
evidence ; and Dalton was told he muſt be included 
in the commitment. . 

| Overpowered by guilt and ſhame, the narrow- 
fouled being ſtood for ſome moments in ſuſpenſe 
when hrs cunning, which generally was his very 
good friend, 2 a new leſſon he requeſted 
the court might be cleared, and then humbly proſ- 

trating himſelf at.the feet of the merchant, he con- 
ſeſſed the whole matter as we have before related 
it; alledged that neither the child nor money being 
claimed, he was tempted to make uſe of it, and ha- 
ving been ſo unfortunate as to be cheated by the 
rogue, White, he had never acknowledged having 
Sb had money it was not in his power to repay. _ 


g ell „But where is my child—where is ſhe—does 
| « ſhe exiſt? Let us go to her, aid the merchant 
ound. now more confounded than before. 


Dalton was beginning an excuſe, when Bently 
ſtepping forward and addreſſing himſelf to the 
ſtranger, ſaid he would ſave Dalton the trouble of 
farther relation, by informing him, that ſne had for 
good caufes left his houſe, and after defrauding 
her of fourteen hundred pounds, he had ſtopped 
her clothes, on the demand of one hundred and 
fifty pounds more for a few years board, which' ſum 
had been actually received from a young libertine 
by whom ſhe was ſaid to have been ke Wt. 

“ Oh ! my poor girl,” cried the merchant ſhed- 
ding tears but the: will ſee her error —ſhe will 
be one of the firſt fortunes in the kingdom he 
Clarks, „„ 3 ITE 197 1025 05495 yo 
villa i No, no, that cannot be,“ ſaid Mr. Bently. 

I pita © Why will you ſay ſo, Sir? returned he. 
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5 ready.” | 
«© Wretch,” anſwered the merchant, turning to 
Dalton, „what haſt thou to anſwer for.” 


„ libertine - that was indeed — to 
“ fingered the money; but come, Sir, if I reſtore 
e your niece, will you engage never to rob me cf 


« For a very good reaſon, he is married al. 


4 Oh, nothing to. ſpeak of, returned. Bently, 
cc for the truth is, ſhe never was kept by the ſaid 
alton, he 


«© my child?” So ſaying, he retired to the room 


where Anna was, followed by the two gentlemen, 


father and ſon, and Mrs. Clarke, who immediately 
embracing her, lamented being out of the way 


when ſuch an indignity had been offered to 
A l 
But more intereſting ſcenes now engaged the at. 
tention of our heroine—the merchant burſt into 
tears the inſtant he ſaw her—it was his very ſiſter 
 . —there needed no witneſs but her countenance— 
he ſhould have known her from thouſands. - 
The young man throwing himſelf at her feet in 
a a tranſport, exclaimed, it was then more than 
„ mere paſſion, it was the bleſſed emanation of 
ec blood that ſo irreſiſtibly drew every faculty of 
„ my ſoul to my lovely couſin; this, Sir, is the 
« amiable creature I repreſented to you as my 
é firſt and only love, my charming couſin, wil 
Fax you not ſpeak to your neareſt relation, your 
„ Mordant ?” Ts OE 965 
_  Surprize at thoſe ſalutations was tempered with 
a pleaſing expeCtation of their meaning: Anna's 
heart throbbed with joy at the idea of finding at 
laſt ſomebody who would own her. To hear her- 
ſelf addreſſed as dear couſin, and as dearer niece, 
by two ſuch reſpectable characters; to be carefſed 
as the likeneſs of an amiable mother, to feel her- 
ſelf intitled to ties hitherto unknown to her, but 
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an exceſs of pleaſure, that all the paſt mifortunes, 
even the loſs of Herbert was forgot. 

Her uncle folded her to his boſom, while his ſon, 
loath for a moment to give up his claim of tender- 


| neſs, bathed her hands with drops of congenial 


love and warm affection. Mrs. Clarke was not for- 
got in the general joy; and Bently affected a diſ- 


content at being thus robbed of her he had adopted, 


under which were viſible benevolent beams of the 
moſt heartfelt ſatisfaction. 


Mr. Mordant propoſed to his niece to return to 


Mrs. Clarke's till he could procure lodgings fit to 
g This was oppoſed by Bently, who 
ſaid Miſs Manſel was engaged to meet ſome ladies 
at a friend of his; Anna looked ſurpriſed, 
knew not yet even the means by which he had 
found her; and much leſs could ſhe gueſs at the 
company he talked of; but he was too poſitive to 
be ruled, and too happy to be reaſonable ; and, 
| therefore, inſiſted on the whole group crowding in- 
to the coach. One event more, however, was to 
| crown the morning's adventure; juſt as they were 
going out, young Edwin entered; he came in the 
| utmoſt haſte to relieve Anna from the misfortune 
in which his ſervant's officious zeal for his wiſhes 


ſhe 


had-involved her 


Really ſhocked at the conſe- 


quence of an act he had applauded, and which, in 
hopes to have his offers of ſervice accepted, had 
carried him to her lodgings, he ſet out with equal 
haſte to prevent her being inſulted with a charge of 


lo ignominious a nature. 
As ſoon as Bently ſaw him, with a very ſarcaſti- 
cal ſmile, he congratulated him on chuſing to for- 


feit his recognizance rather than appear at the horſe- 


hipping affair; and begged to have the honour of 
epaying him the hundred and fifty pounds he had 


© gently advanced for Miſs Manſel's clothes to 
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6 Why, ſurely,“ ſaid the elder Mordant, © Mr. 
& Edwin cannot be the perſon who did it?“ 
„There he is,” ſaid Bently, if his infamous 
« plans had ſucceeded, which, thank God, they 
did not, he is too much of a Welchman to deny 
« a fact he would cut your throat for charging 
« bim with.” | | 

« Really, Sir,” anſwered Edwin, with a ſcorn- 
« ful frown, © your. language is unintelligible to 
„ me.” | | 

© May be ſo, may be ſo,” anſwered Bently, it 
ce is plain Engliſh though, but I have no time to 
cc throw away—come, Madam,” taking Anna's 
hand from her uncle, © lead the way to your own 
te carriage, Fo 

Edwin all aſtoniſhed, called on young Mordant, 
| who, with a very ill grace, ſuffered the happy 
party to proceed without him, while he went into 
a tavern to recount particulars, which in every part 
cut his auditor to the ſoul, and then followed his 
father by the directions Bently gave him, to Mrs. 
Wellers in Charter-houſe ſquare. | | 
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Ir is now proper to inform the reader of the 
happy accident which brought about this event with 
reſpect to Bently. I have before ſaid, he made 3 
ſtrict, and the reader will conclude, a fruitlebs 
| ſearch after Anna. He returned to the Abbey in 

the utmoſt dejection of ſpirit at his * 
8 3 f | when 
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when Mrs. Wellers ſent for him to give him what 
farther particulars ſhe had heard of our heroine. 
What appeared to her an inexplicable myſtery, was 
immediately developed by him, who knew well the 
founder of her diſgrace at Melmoth Lodge, her ac- 
| cuſer at Lady Edwin's, and her perſecutor at Lay- 
ton, was one and the ſame perſon. So rooted, in- 
deed, was his contempt and hatred for that Noble- 
man, that no crime appeared to him too black to 
be perpetrated by him; and Anna's refuſal to be- 
come bis wife, while it added to her credit in the 
opinion of Mrs. Wellers, endeared her to his ſoul. 
He heard, with indignation, the farther reports 
from the Daltons of Edwin's paying their demand, 
and poſſeſſing himſelf of her cloaths,—but rightly 
| concluding, though he had before watched that 
young man in all his manceuvres without ſucceſs, 
| that he muſt now have acquired ſome knowledge 
of her, he ſet off for London; and having again ſet 
his ſpy to work, learnt (although, it being while 
# Wilkinſon was in town, the maſter did not ſee her 
he was in ſearch of) that his favourite man took 
| very frequent journeys into the city, it one day en- 
| tered his head to watch him, and having lodged 
him at Clarke's, went to the oppoſite fide to a ſnuff 
| ſhop, in order to find out what people kept the 
houſe; the anſwer he received being only, that it 
vas an old woman and her daughter, the man 
who had juſt entered was ſweetheart to the latter, 
he was on the point of going off, ſatisfied this was 
not the road to his wiſhed diſcovery, when bappen- 
ping to look up, he ſaw Anna removing a blind from 


of the the window, which, as the day was ſhutting in, ob- 
t with ſtructed the light, and fit down at her Sal to 
nade 3 Hork, he retreated back almoſt ſtagnated. Too 
uitlels likely, now, even to him, were the reports to her 
bey in diſadwantage; indeed if Edwin kept her, it was not 
tent, probable his large fortune and ſmall ſtock of pru- 


H2 dence 
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dence would have fixed on ſuch a fituation for his 
miſtreſs ;—but then he was lately married, and ſe- 
crecy on that account might be neceſſary :—in a 
word, ' he had almoſt given her up, when the wo- 
man of the ſhop, addreſſing her huſband, remarked 
how induſtrious that poor ſick young woman was, 
She is now,” added ſhe, “ poring between the 
* lights, — no wonder ſhe looks ſo ill; poor thing, 
6 I am ſure ſhe does not eat the bread of idleneſs.” 
This caught his attention—and ſeeing a bill for a 
two pair of ſtairs front room to be let to a ſingle 
man, he immediately took it, and mounting bis 
new lodging, had then watched our heroine, till 
he was convinced her own labour ſupported her, as 
he overlooked her whenever he pleaſed. 

Satisfied with his obſervations, and knowing ſhe 
was an orphan, himſelf being childleſs, and with- 
out a relation in the world, he immediately formed 
the reſolution of adopting her, and went to Layton 
to communicate his diſcoveries and intentions to 
Mrs. Wellers. ads | 

On the day after Mr. Bates gave his maſter ſuch 
a proof of his dexterity, it was agreed Mr. Bently 
ſhould go to Anna in the morning, make known 
his intention, and bring her to young Mrs. Wellers, 
where Mrs. Wellers was to meet them to dinner, 
and take our heroine home with her till Mr. Benth 
ſhould regulate his houſe, (now a mere batchelor's) 
fit to receive a miſtreſs, and procure a-companion 
for her of ſuch reputation as might prevent the buſy 
and cenſorious world from glancing at ſcandal. 

The mutual pleaſure the meeting at Mrs. Wel- 
lers gave our heroine, and a lady ſhe both loved 
and eſteemed, is not to be told. When the tranſ- 
actions of the morning, and the happy concluſions 
with Mr. Mordant's ſtory, which Anna had not 
before heard, were repeated, even Mr. Wellers, 
with all his apathy, was affected; Anna threw 
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herſelf into her uncle's arms, in expreſſive, though 
ſpeechleſs acknowledgements, for his kind and un- 
wearied ſolicitude to diſcover her, which had the 

eater merit, as he declared half his fortune was, 
in juſtice, hers. It now came to Anna's turn to be 
the relator ; every heart of the preſent auditor's, 
Mr. Wellers' only excepted, who, for the generality, 


had no heart at all, was actuated by the ſame ſpring, 


univerſal benevolence, and kindneſs to all their fel- 
low creatures. When, therefore, the diftrefs, ill- 
neſs, and ſufferings of this innocent young woman 
came to be exhibited by the voice of truth, could 
they be leſs than affected? No eye was dry, no 
heart but gave the tribute due to ſuch unmerited 
ſorrow, nor any one but felt, with an exceſs of 
pleaſure, the happy change in her affairs. Mrs. 
Wellers inſiſted, and Mr. Mordant conſented, Anna 


ſhould go home with her tili ſhe could be ſettled. 


—Bently hallowed, ſung, whiſtled, and wept all 
the way home; his exertion of ſpirit, indeed, was 
not to be wondered at, ſince, for the firſt time he 
had taſted any thing but water for twenty years, he 


had drank a pint bumper of claret. At parting, 


Mr. Mordant put into his niece's hand a pocket- 
book, in which were two thouſand pounds in bank 


“ friends, and humble your enemies, by ſhewing 


them leſſons of true generoſity; all narrow ſen- 


timents are now beneath you; you are yet igno- 
rant of the rank you are entitled to; munifi- 
cence and greatneſs of foul are the hereditary 
rights of your blood; and Providence has amply 
“ ſupplied you with the means of being reſpecta- 
„ble as well as rich.” — With thoſe kind admoni- 
tions he left her, poſitively refuſing his conſent to 


his ſon's attending her to Layton, as he earneſtly 


requeſted. 
CHAP. 


notes. Reward, my love,” ſaid he, © your 
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A Revival of paſt Scenes. 


[i N the journey from London to the Hill, the 


ſenſations of Anna were, at firſt, too ſtrong for 


expreſſion ; but as they proceeded, in the language 
of pure and vnaffected gratitude to the wiſe diſ- 
poſer of all events, ſhe drew an affecting picture 
of her different feelings now, and when the laſt 
time ſhe travelled the ſame road. How full of 
ſorrow and eur did ſhe leave her then home! 
how many reluctant thoughts, at quitting the 
friendſhip of the good Mrs. Wellers! how infinite 
her diſtreſs in the preſent, and her deſpair in the 
future, proſpects] ſhe recognized the ſpot where 
Lord Sutton and Dalton paſſed her, and tears guſh- 
ed from her eyes, when ſhe ſaw the ſtyle from 
whence ſhe took the ſtage. 
Now ſhe was returning, no longer the poor or- 
phan, flying from the horror of a priſon, and the 
tyranny of thoſe to whoſe vain-glorious charity ſhe 
ſuppoſed her exiſtence was owing ; or going a 
poor outcaſt to ſeek her bread, in a world, where 
ſhe ſeemed to ſtand alone, but triumphant, and 
abounding in friends, riches, and honour ; over- 
powered with the different ſenſations ariſing from 
thoſe reflections, ſhe ſunk in tears into the arms 
of her friend. Charmed at the whole of her be- 
haviour, Mrs. Wellers applauded the natural gre” 
titude 


— 


| heaft, the purity of his ſentiments, had now on 


titude of her diſpoſition, but begged ſhe would, at 


| leaſt for the preſent, drop all painful recollections 


of the paſt, in the opening felicity ſhe might 


| now juſtly expect, with this one reflection, 
| which time and fifty years experience had taught 
| her. | 


That patience and reſignation are only wanting 


to convince the moſt afMicted of mankind, that the 
| th r calamity, be it ever ſo bitter, and hard to 


borne, leads in ſome ſhape or other, to ſucceed- 
od. | | 


| 5 chis happy concluſion they reached the hill, 
and were there moſt affectionately received by 
| Mr. Wellers, and welcomed by Dr. Collet, whoſe 
| fincere congratulations, and hvely friendſhip, a lit- 
| tle diſpelled the gloom recollection had begun to 
| caſt over our heroine's countenance ;z as her mind 
oy compoſed, the fatigues of the day were viſi- 


e to her friends, and painful to herſelf ; by their 


e& on her health, Dr. Collet declared faline 
| draughts, and reſt, were abſolutely neceſſary; 
| Mrs. Clarke, who attended her, anxiouſly urged 


her to follow his advice, and ſhe retired immedi- 


| ately to bed, but not to reſt. 


er feelings ſoon convinced her, however eli. 
ible to the ſupport of a mere exiſtence money and 


| friends were, the latent diſeaſe of the mind was 

as much out of their reach, as out of the power of 
| medicine. Herbert, dear amiable Herbert, was 
| he alive, to ſhare with her thoſe unexpected gifts 


of fortune; could the have put it in his power, to 
add to the happineſs of the worthy Mrs. Herbert, 
of her dear Patty; to render him independent of 
his proud couſins, that were a gratification worthy 
living for! to tell him by all her actions, how the 
philanthropy of his difpofition, the goodneſs of his 


her 
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her ſoul, were a happineſs, inferior only to heaven 

itſelf! 
But of this felicity ſne was for ever deprived, 

and this, in the waywardneſs of human nature, 

was all ſhe coveted; it was in vain ſhe condemned 

her own want of thankfulneſs to heaven for its 


bounties, and attempted to ſooth her ideas with 


the many, many ſources of happineſs in her power, 
that crowded to court her acceptance; ſtill thought, 
hopeleſs thought, hung on his dear image, and 

her heart recoiled from pleaſures, Herbert could 
not ſhare. 7 

The morning found her with increaſed fever, 
but with appearance of its again intermitting ; 
medicine did little for her ; a hectic habit, Collet 
feared, was gaining on her conſtitution z Mr, 
Mordant's anxious apprehenſions were only to be 
equalled by thoſe of his ſon's; Mrs. Wellers felt 
as for her own daughter; and Mr. Bently was half 

diſtracted ; a conſultation of phyſicians was held, 
and he, at his very earneſt requeſt, indulged with 
being preſent : he had a ſmattering of phyſic, juſt 
enough to render him inquiſitive, as an employer 
for others, and very troubleſome as a patient him- 
ſelf; he would not only know the quality, but the 
quantity, of the preſcriptions, and in the caſe of 
Anna, would himſelf adminiſter them. 

In a few days her fever abated, but languor and 
depreſſion of ſpirits {till continued; nothing ſeemed 
to give her either pain, or pleaſure. In this un- 
pleaſant ſtate, Mr. Mordant was obliged to leave 
her with Mrs. Wellers, having buſineſs of the ut- 
moſt importance. to tranſact at a diſtance from the 
metropolis, , whither his ſon accompanied him. 
The evening after their departure, ſhe ſaw Polly 
Dalton, the friend of her juvenile years, paſs, by. 
Ah, my God! exclaimed ſhe, how, my Year 
friends, could you ſuffer me to be ſo long near 


Layton, 


V 1 
Layton, without once ſeeing, or even enquiring 
after Mrs. Dalton and her family! You might, 
anſwered Mrs. Wellers, have been ſilent about 
them for ever, without incurring any blame from 
us. Oh! ſay not ſo, madam; you know not how 
good Mrs. Dalton, nor how affectionate that 
young perſon, who now | aur always was to 
me | Pray indulge me by ſending for her, I have 
| ſo often called, and who, in every inſtance, ated 
| like a mother by me; for as to Lord Sutton, I am 
| convinced, they would be ſtill more vehement in 
his behalf with a child of their own. Charming 


"> WW girl, faid Mr. Bently, though they merit every pu- 
x & | niſhment for driving ſuch a mind to deſpair, I will 
* | myſelf be the meſſenger of your wiſhes and away 


+. he went. Anna, in the mean while, pleaſing her- 
| ſelf with the happineſs her affectionate heart pre- 
| determined to beſtow on Mrs. Dalton. Mr. Bently, 
| howeyer, returned without her; ſhe and her huſ- 
band were both gone to town. 858 
| Mr. Thornhill had heard of his conduct towards 
Anna, and ſent him his diſcharge from the meet- 
ing; for though he had engaged to give him fifty 
| pounds a year for life, he had the honour 'of his 
| maker too firmly at heart, to ſuffer that agreement 
| to operate, as. an obligation, to continue a man 
in a Pn it, he had endowed, who was proved 
to act in oppoſition to the divine , tenets of 
| chriſtianity. VV 
Deſpairing now of ever obtaining any employ 
about London, he agreed with his wife to retire to 
| ſome diſtant part of the world, where, with the 
intereſt of her fortune, and Mr. Thornhill's annu- 
| ity, they might live, and be out of the reach of 
any farther moleſtation from Mr. Mordant or his 
niece; a farm, advertiſed to be fold in Corn- 
wall, was that day their buſineſs, from home. 
r. Bently knew the earneſtneſs of Anna to fee 
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the Daltons proceeded from the rectitude of her 
principles, and drawing a favourable omen from 
the intereſt he obſerved her to take in their affairs, 
told her, if ſhe was not too much diſappointed in 
her expeCtation of killing time, which he was 
grieved to ſee hung heavy on her hands, he would, 
if ſhe would accept his company, have a little chat 
with her himſelf. | 
Anna could not, conſiſtent either with good na- 
ture, or good manners, decline his offer, more 
eſpecially as the manner he made it, ſeemed to 
bave a meaning beyond his words. 

Mrs. Wellers, laughing, ſaid, ſhe ſuppoſed the 
doctor and herſelf were to be excluded this tete a 
tete. Oh, by no means, anſwered Mr. Bently; I 
only mean to convince this girl ſhe is an ingrate, 
The wan cheeks of Anna exhibited a faint bluſh 
at this accuſation of a vice ſhe moſt abhorred, 


ER. A 


rious caſt of his countenance, he then really meant 
to reproach. her, with tears and heart-felt ſighs 
only could ſhe anſwer, He continued: you have 
been, my beloved Anna, from the age of three 
Pate, tg, now, that you. are entered on your 
twenty-firſt, the peculiar care of heaven; be 54 
"ED 5 85 


| lefted 
| to perfection the faireſt bloſſom of the creation 3 
| through what ſcenes of diſtreſs, perſecution, and 
| temptation, has your life, and, what is of far more 
| conſequence, your honour, been 
| the verge 


| cauſe of 


3 9 
the providential love of chat being, of whoſe 
bleſſings you are inſenſible, whoſe you you fo lit- 
tle prise; the unfortunate death of youf father, a 
ſtranger, and unknown, was inſtantly ſupplied out 
of the very boſom of corrupted avarice ; and then 


ou received your education by another miracle 
ſuch as a mind and talents like yours deſerved. I | 


| have myſelf known ſome women, who acquitted 
| themſelves with decency and propriety, it charac- 


ter of governeſſes; but your Mrs. Manſel, was ſe- 
y the hand of heaven, on purpoſe to bring 


preſerved from 
of deſpair ? you fee yourſelf ſafe in the 
protection of relations, whoſe happineſs is center- 


ed in yours, of friends, who would ſacrifice any 
| worldly thing to contribute to your eaſe, and who 
| exult in the triumph of virtue over vice; is not then 


your continued dejection uhgrateful to God, to 
your relations, and to your friends ? you muſt con- 
ſeſs it is, but 1 have a range ſtill more heinous to 
bring againſt you. 

Oh ! ſpare me, dear fir; I am very eu 8 
very weak; but indeed I do try to exert m 


| return, in ſome depree, A hop Uindnels, us Mrs. 
Wellers in particular, 


o Was fo good to me, 
when I had no other friend; who Dok up the 
my orphan and diſtreſſed fate; when the 
world ſeemed ſuvagely ſet againſt it; but fate is not 
to be refifted; ſhe- e er weeping, I have no 
heart for happi ineſs. | 
Miſt aken woman; b Bot only to be reliſted; 
bur-overcome z/ call forth the Faculties of yout mind, 
anploy them in acts of henefieence, ſearch out the 
babitations of che wretehed, learn the common 
"owe human nature is ſubject to, feet for the 


anxious 


/ 
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anxious mother, unable to ſatisfy the calls of hun- 
ger in her young ones, or let the ſighs of the mi- 
ſerable father move thee, who mourns, perhaps, 
not only the loſs of wealth in himſelf, but of ho- 
nour in his poſterity ; ſee the deſerted wife, callous 
to eyery calamity but the cruel one that wounds her 
| boſom, rending the air with lamentations for the 
loſs of her faithleſs huſband; let your pity light on 
his drooping head, who having — the trea- 
ſure of his ſoul in one little caſket, finds it rifled, 
and all his blooming hopes for ever blaſted; if, he 
continued, you can trace ſorrows. like theſe, and 
ſuch, be aflured, there are in every habitable ſpot 
ſeek the hapleſs orphan, if indeed your imagina- | 
tion ſickens at the happineſs in your power, extend 
it to them, for ends like theſe were you endowed 
with noble ſentiments, a feeling heart, the love of 
virtue, and principles of juſtice z for them you 
were born, and preſerved amid ſo many evils, and 
thoſe will laudably employ your mind, and baniſh 
from, them the woes which are potent only from 
inaCtivity. - Ce rare UG 
Behold theſe white hairs; oh, Anna! could you 
know, could you conceive, the ſorrows they cover, 
you would wonder, how I haye attained the age 
they ſpeak. Alas! alas! time, nor change of place, 
nor - circumſtances, can obliterate them from my 
memory; yet robbed in the crueleſt manner of all 
my ſoul delighted in, I once gave myſelf up to deſ- 
pair; 4 ha was a ſlow, a lingering period, to the 
miſery I: had not patience to endure a moment. 
I flew to liquor, to noiſy, mad, immoral mirth, 
but in vain was every effort; the loſs of reaſon 
ſoon; ſucceeded loſs of peace; not, indeed, till my 
fortune became the prey of the abandoned crew, 
with whom, in . the' deſperation of a burſting 
heart, I plunged into vices and exceſſes, my foul 
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In one of the receptacles for unhappy lunatics, 
I ſhould have dragged on a miſerable exiſtence, but 
for the love of a twin ſiſter, who married ver 
young, and accompanied her huſband to India; 
ſhe returned a widow, and immenſely rich ; en- 
quired me out, took me to her houſe, and procur- 
ed me all the aſſiſtance fraternal love, with the aid 
of wealth, could obtain, and I recovered to a ſenſe 
of my horrible ſituation. | 

I ſoon recollected how my peace had been mur- 
dered, and my patrimony deſtroyed; the anguiſh 
of my woes renewed with the idea of again mixing 
in the world, where my all was loſt; my dear 
Honoria foreſaw it would, ſhe therefore propoſed 
changing the ſcene by travelling; we went, wher- 
ever fancy led, France, Italy, Spain, Holland, and 
Germany; my reaſon, bleſſed be God, fully re- 
turned, and my ſiſter, being ſeverely afflicted with 
a painful and lingering ſickneſs, I had the conſo- 
lation of being to her, what, dear amiable woman, 
ſne had ſo long been to me, a ſoothing companion 
in the hours 7 pain; the died leaving me her heir. 
I ſtill continued rambling, till at length, the infir- 
mities of age began to overtake me, reſt and a 
home became neceſſary for a petulant old man; I 
returned to my country not to be known, for my 
name is not Bently, and here, in the exerciſes of 
benevolence, I have found the firſt reſpite from 
b EF 


The Abbey which I purchaſed, is, I believe, go- 


ing to decay; my mind finds the beſt employ in 
rendering comfortable the habitations of others; ſo 
that what company, diſſipation, travel, or even 
madneſs, could not effect, the extending comfort 
to the afflicted, relieving the oppreſſed, cheriſhing 
the faint-hearted, and feeding the hungry, has 
done; it has baniſhed ſelf, and while I feel the ſor- 
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row of athens I likewiſe participate in comfort 1 


am enabled to beſtow. 

Let us then, ſaid the venerable Enthuſiaſt, re- 
ſolve, my Anna, to be happy; chear thy entle 
heart by diſpelling grief from thoſe of the leſs for- 
tunate; I have enough and enough, for the pur. 
chaſes of generous charity, not to the clamorous 
beggar, nor to the hardened wanderer, but to the 
modeſt few, whoſe pride of heart, inſf pired by the 
heneſt dignity of inward rectitude, ſhrinks from 
the offered alm, will we turn our eyes. The dumb 


ſorrow of thoſe who recollect, with deep regret, 


the better fate of their earlier days and who feel, 
in the ſad reverſe, pangs, to which the ſtarving 
mendicant is a ſtranger, ſhall ſpeak a language 2 
will teach our ſouls to underſtand; nor will we re- 
fuſe to hear the faultering voice of the repentant 
iniquity, while the ſtill ſoft plaint of ' deſerted in- 
fancy all never be heard but to be relieved. Sweet 

picture of heaven, wilt thou not leaye thy bed of 
— ? wilt thou not exchange guns and me- 
lancholy, for joys like theſe ? 


Moſt gladly, deareſt, honoured Sir,  anfwered 


Anna, as ſoon as her admiration of the re- 
ſpectable monitor, her compaſſion for his misfor- 
tunes, and her entire approbation of his ſentiment, 
would ſuffer her to ſpeak; 1 feel, how very 
much I am to blame; we will loſe no time; 1 


am ready this moment to enter on the delightful | 


taſk. 

You muſt be ell firſt; FE bat pleaſed at he the 
alacrity, with which his plan was adopted: and 
as a proof you mean to de fo, you muſt now 


| retire to reſt, 8 I re- 


commend, W eee e Bere N 


of flee 
__Þ She imm chmplatd with this unctioa, 
and retired re in 
Neither 
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the 
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unbe 
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polit 
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FE: Neither Mr. or Mrs. Wellers, any more than 
3 the doctor, had before heard any part of Mr. 
re- Bently's hiſtory; his charity and generoſity were 
tle unbounded, and conſequently his riches ſuppoſed 
or- to be immenſe, but he converſed with none of the 
ur- polite inhabitants of Layton, except the family at 
ous the hill, and the r and laborious, whoſe in- 
the tereſts and whoſe misfortunes were infinitely below 
the the attention of the quality of the place : it was, 
om indeed, no great wonder they ſhould not chuſe to 
mb have their pleaſures interrupted by evils they had 
| already experienced, fince, with very few excep- 
| tions, they had all known in their own original, the 
| ills of poverty and hard labour, which, as they choſe 


| would : not bleſſed with -underſtanding enough to 
feel, it was their preſent vanity, not their former 
poverty, that was contemptible; Mr. Bently was a 
man of family and rank; he had been all his days 
| accuſtomed to the manners of a gentleman, but he 
| nevertheleſs preferred the ſociety of uncultivated 


hardly a working pair in the neighbourhood, with 
| whoſe affairs he was not perfectly converſant, or a 
child, who was not his particular acquaintance; 
he had a room at the Abbey full of toys of differ- 
| ent ſorts, which were conſtantly diſtributed, as re- 
| wards to his little favourites; he could not go two 
| ſteps without having his advice aſked, or his cha- 
| rity excited; but this mean turn expoſed him to 
| the ſcorn and deriſion of his polite neighbours, 


His title, when he bought the Abbey, was 
Squire; it had ſunk into plain Mr. and was now 
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to forget, they flattered themſelves other people 


| poverty, to that of unfeeling afſſuence; there was 
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who, after wondering and condemning till they 
were weary, now ſeldom troubled themſelves 
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racter had always appeared, which this voluntary 
account of himſelf explained greatly to his honour, 
Mrs. Wellers was too nt affected, as well as 
himſelf, to take any notice of his communication, 
farther than her tears expreſſed; Mr. Wellers took 
a religious fit; and Collet had twiſted his cane 
ſtring quite off, when, with rhe ſalutation of the 
evening, they parted. 


ae SD ads Woo 


e 
New Schemes. 


A 8 ſoon as Anna was alone, ſhe went over in 
her mind, the arguments, as well as hiſtory, of 
her noble-minded friend; ſhe acknowledged the 
juſtice of his reprehenſions, and anticipated the 
comforts of thoſe amuſements he ſelected for 
her, and ſhe followed his advice in letting her 
thoughts dwell on the felicity it was in her power 
to beſtow. V 

What tranſports had ſhe hitherto deprived her- 
ſelf of enjoying? Mr. Manſel, that dear friend, 
how could ſhe ſo long forget the obligations ſhe 
owed him ! oh, that her dear maternal friend was 
living, to ſhare her fortune, to guide her ſteps, to 
teach her fortitude, and direct the wanderings of 
her heart. The Daltons, ſhe was determined, 
ſhould be happy; Polly ſhould live with her, and 
Mrs. Clarke ſhould never know care; Mrs. Melmoth 
ſhould: be convinced her favours were * ill 05 

| | by Owed; 
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| towed; Mr. Melmoth, when he found, how 


on ſtrictly ſhe had adhered to principles he had at 

| as firſt implanted in her mind, would rejoice; and 

on if her fortune could do it, he ſhould have cauſe; 
þ 


ook tt ſhould be the buſineſs of her exiſtence to do ho- 
ane WM nour to the gracious Being who, as Mr. Bent! 
the obſerved, had fo miraculouſly preſerved her in the 
WE firſt inſtance, and in the next, by ſuch various 
and unforeſeen means, expanded her under- 
| ſtanding. | 
| Thoſ: refleCtions kept her awake the moſt part 
of the night, but towards morning they had the ſa- 
lutary effect of compoſing her mind, and ſhe fell 
into a ſound ſleep, from which ſhe awoke, ani- 
| mated and refreſhed. | 
| Her reſtoration to health and ſpirits, was what 
Mr. Bently had very much at heart, he was not 
idle; he had ſeen Mrs. Dalton, and found great 
difficulty to prevail on her to go with her daughter 
to the hill; conſcious of being in her huſband's ſe- 
| cret, though not a partner in his iniquitous deſigns 


= * of defrauding our heroine, ſhe could not believe 

i the {the was ſent for, on any other occaſion than to re- 

4 the eeire the juſt reproaches of an injured perſon, who 

4 for bad left their houſe, under the double _— fion 

g her of perſecution and impriſonment ; and her mortifi- 
ower cation at the ſevere and ſcornful look of Mrs. Wel- 

P lers, confirmed thoſe fears, notwithſtanding Mr. 

TY Bently's encouragement. N | 

friend, The moment Anna was apprized of her viſitors, 


ns {he inſtead of ordering them up to her, with the uſual 
ad vwacity of her ſenſations, ſhe haſtily went to them, 


eps, to and throwing her arms round Mrs. Dalton's neck, 
Fr \ of urſt into tears. | | 9 
The poor woman, equally ſurprized and af- 
e fected, kept an involuntary filence, while Anna, 
moth In the effuſions of a tender and grateful heart, em- 
ill be- Praced them both, thanked the mother for every 


towed; . maternal 
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| maternal act of kindneſs towards her, and pro- 


miſed the daughter never to forget their infant at. 
tchmenk ᷣͤ 0 

Severer to Mrs. Dalton was this unexpected 
goodneſs, than the reproaches ſhe expected; but 
as ſhe really loved Anna, the pleaſure of ſeeing her 
in ſuch brilliant circumſtances, gave additional 


force to the joy her eee inſpired, and ſhe pre- 


ſently forgot all diſagreeable recolleCtion of paſt 
events; ſhe repeated with the ſame confidence and 
as little reſerve as ſhe would to her own daughter, 
the preſent ſituation and intention of her huſband, 
on whom no intreaties could prevail to accompany 
them to the hill, a circumſtance Anna very little 
regretted ; ſhe ventured to promiſe them am- 
ple aſſiſtance, but would not ſettle the bounty ſhe 
meant to extend to them, till ſhe had conſulted 
Mr. Bently. 5 YE 
Mrs. Dalton then produced the watch and rings 
I before mentioned, and the reader may imagine 
ſhe was not a little ſtruck, on obſerving, ſome part 
of the arms was the ſame with that of Sir William 
Edwin's; ſhe indeed recollected young Mordant's 
being treated with great kindneſs by the family, 


but never heard _ were related, which being 


the only way ſhe account for the impreſſion 
on her father's ſeal, left her puzzled but not in- 
tereſted ; the object no longer exiſted, that could 
render her pier uinity with the Edwins of any 
importance to her, and as not only her peace, but 
health, was dependent on her efforts to forget them, 
ſhe hurried the watch into her ſecretary, and {ent 
Mrs. Dalton away happy and elated with her re- 

ception. | | 
She then begged Mr. Bently and Mrs. Wellers's 
advice as to what could be done with propriety for 
a family, who, it was not enough to ſay ſhe for- 
gave, ſhe actually loved them; humane and eee? 
8 _ carte 
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| rate on this, but as ſhe 
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hearted as Mrs. Wellers was on every other occa- 
jon, her love for Anna rendered her rather obdu- 


was connected with theirs, and the generous Bently 
applauding her motive, ſhe perſiſted; and he, as 
the firſt proof of her obedience to her adopted fa- 
ther, inſiſted on her taking from bim a paper, 
ready drawn and ſigned, containing an annuity of 
one hundred pounds a year to Mrs. Dalton during 
her life, and to her children at her death; he 


| would not be refuſed, it was his own gratification 


he was ſeeking, and muſt be ſuffered to go on his 


| Own way. 


I need not ſay this was the road to happineſs in 
the eſtimation - of the Daltons, more eſpecially as 
with the Tame pacquet, Anna told them her in- 
tentions of taking Polly to wait on her, and in- 
cloſed a bill to equip 5 for that purpoſe; Mr. 
Bently himſelf called on them, and commended 
their intentions to remove out of the reach of the 
tale which had juſt tranſpired; he adviſed their 

ing as Toon as Mr. Mordant's return ſhould ſatis- 
chem any farther teſtimony on Miſs Manſel's ac- 


count was unneceſſary. 


Mrs, Clarke was next diſpatched, her purſe, ſuf- 
iciently furniſhed to pay her rent and other little 


| debts, which had long hung heavy on her mind; 


ſhe was inſtructed to part with her houſe and 
bulineſs, with all the expedition ſhe could, and 
* Dalton joyfully ſupplied her place with 
=__ 5 

Theſe matters, as Mr. Bently foretold, by em- 
ploying her mind in ſuch acceptable exerciſes 


of generoſity, though ſhe could not but re- 


member, 


— 


Such things were and were moſt dear, 


leſſened her attention to the fatal diſappointment 


proteſted, her happineſs 
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of her heart. She wrote, as I have ſaid to 
Mr. Manſel, an account of her then ſituation, 
which letter being ſent while that gentleman was 
in town, could not be received by him till his re- 
turn home; her thanks for the ſeaſonable ſupply, 
to which ſhe attributed the ſaving her life, aſtoniſh. 
ed him; and the account of her leaving Dalton, 
her ſubſequent illneſs and diſtreſs, affected him ſo 
much, that now he knew where to find her he 
reſolved on a ſecond journey to London; when he 
arrived at Mrs. Clarke's, her religion having by the 
late diſcovery, in which, as ſhe foretold, ſhe had 
borne an active part, been increaſed in its fervor, 
| ſhe was gone to the tabernacle with her daughter; 
but a ſervant girl, they, at Anna's deſire, had 
hired, could eaſily give directions to one, who 
was the continual theme of her miſtreſs's conver- 
tation.” * | 
Eager to ſee the dear girl he ſo intirely loved, his 
tired horſe was again mounted; it was then near 
nine o'clock, and it was paſt eleven when he reach- 
ed the hill. 
Mrs. Wellers had that evening been enjoying the 
triumph of truth, by carrying Anna in Mr. Bently“ 
new coach round the ſeveral houſes in the village, 
on pretence of returning viſits; which, to own the 
truth, as ſhe was pretty deep in arrears, might elle 
have ſtill remained in account againſt her polite- 
neſs. At the worſhipful Mr. Strap's, ſhe had the 
ſatisfaction of looking Miſs Bibbins into the moli 
evident confuſion, by aſking Anna, if ſhe had not 
ſeen that lady before ? and her brother the beau, 
though he ſo well knew the girl at the parſon's to 
be a courtezan in high life, never beheld _ thing 
ſo lovely; he was enchanted with her beauty, 
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charmed with her wit, and (but that was aſide) 
captivated with her fortune, which Mrs. Wellers 
took care to repreſent large enough. Had 1 

5 1 een 


been 
thoſe 
have b 
was 1 
as, di 
ſervat 
perfed 
it was 
tually 
envy, 
ever, 
with 
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mutu 
healt] 
reſpe: 
ſuch 


diſcl; 


1 % WM thoſe ladies and gentlemen, it is probable ſhe might 
tion, have been diverted at the {trained politeneſs which 
Was was intended to cover both envy and ſhame; but 

g re. sas, during the time ſhe reſided at Layton, her ob- 
pply, ſervations had been confined by her anxiety, and 
niſh. perfectly innocent in all her thoughts and actions, 
lton, it was impoſpble ſhe could ſuſpect people ſhe ac- 
im o tually did not know, could find a ſubject either for 

r he envy, or detraction in her; Mrs. Wellers, how- 
en he ever, enjoyed it, and was diverting her huſband 
y the with the deſcription, when Mr. Manſel's ring at ſo 
e had late an hour alarmed them. 
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been ſenſible of the obligations ſhe was under to 
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ervor, A ſervant announced a gentleman inquiring 
rhter; for Miſs Manſel, and before they had time for 
„ had Wl conjecture he was in the room, and Anna at his 

who feet, from whence he fondly raiſed her, and 
preſſing her to his paternal boſom, felt himſelf, 


onver. 
and afforded Mr. and Mrs. Wellers unutterable 
d, his pleaſure. | 5 
1 near At length the voluptuous ſilence gave way to 
reach- mutual and kind inquiries after each other's 
health; Mrs. Wellers ſoon underſtood this was the 
ng the reſpeCtable clergyman of whom Anna ſpoke with 
ently' ſuch an affeQtionate warmth ; her reception of a 
village, gueſt ſo welcome to her friend, was no leſs friend- 
vn the h than polite; ſhe would not ſuffer them to enter 
ht elſe i into recitals of the paſt, that night; Mr. Manſel 
polite- would want reſt, and ſhe was ſure Anna's would 
ad the de intirely broke, if they began a repetition of 
e molt eld grievances; to-morrow would be quite time 
1ad not enough. 


> beau, ny however, in the morning they met. 
on's to Mr. Manſel's remonſtrances at her unkindneſs in 

thing not returning to him, accompanied every painful 
e event ſne then related; his ſurprize at her account 
s aſideꝰ of the note, could only be equalled by hers, at bis 


Weller diſclaiming that, or any other knowledge of her 


d Anna 


ſituation, 
been 
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fituation, than what Wilkinſon learnt from thy 
village; the conjecture fell on Edwin, as the 
rightly concluded no other 13 would chuſe tg 
part with their money without, at leaſt, having 
the credit of it; Mr. Manfel very patheticalh 
lamented the depravity of that young man, 2 
it would, he knew, give great uneaſineſs to his 
worthy parents, and indeed all his family; 
here was an opportunity to hear the particular 
of Herbert's death, Anna could neither ayal 
herſelf of, nor reſiſt; ſhe could only ſtamme: 
out the name of Herbert z they were, he faid, 
as well as their late calami ity would admit: 
and obſerving the change in her countenance, 
which he ſuppoſed was ee by the fa 
tal cataſtrophe of Mr. Herbert, haſtily chang- 
ed the ſubject to that of her quitting the 
Edwins ; * told her he had reſolved not to 
return without her, and to take Melmoth lodg: 
in their way, in order to know on what 
pretence her character had been ſo. infamouſll 
aſperſed; that now her affairs wore ſo much 
more pleaſing an aſpect, it was ſtill more necel- 
ſary to clear her fame, and as ſhe thought it pro- 
per to wait her uncle's return, he wo Id himſelf 
undertake that matter. 


CHAP. 


167 


n that 
? they 


uſe 0 


1aving r 


tically 
IN, 1 
to his 
muly; 
Iculars 
avall 
immer 
> ſaid, 
idmit; 
nance, 
je fa. 
:hang- 
Z the 
10t to 
lodge 
what 
nouſly 
much 
necel- 
t pro- 
imſell 


A new Diſcovery. 


WI ILE they were converſing with the real 
Iuisfaction which ever attends the meeting of true 
friends, a very loud ring occaſioned Anna to look 
towards the gate, when ſhe was in the utmoſt 
Eſtoniſhment to ſee a poſt coach and four, with a 
pumerous ſuit of attendants, in Sir William Edwin's 


buſtle, while Anna looked with ſilent curioſity to 
lee who would alight from the well-known car- 
Tiage ; her own ideas being, that it was ſome new 
tontrivance of Mr. Edwin; but ſhe was convinced 
pf her miſtake by the ſight of her uncle, handing 
put Lady Edwin; ſhe was conſidering what par- 
heular end this viſit was to anſwer z and when they 
entered the room, Anna ran to her uncle, who in- 
Itantly preſented her to Lady Cecilia as her niece ; 
bnable to account for ſo unexpected an act, ſhe 
Jooked almoſt incredulous. Well, my deareſt girl, 
hid that lady, embracing her, may you doubt 
bat you hear, unkind and unjuſt as I have 
deen to the child of my only brother]! but my 
bore, by a natural inſtinct was drawn to you, and 
ben every art was tried to change my ſentiments, 
[Fl the impulſe of my nature was ſtrongly in your 
our; and my pride will be. gratified, in reſign- 
ug your eftate to one, who promiſes ſo well to ſup- 
dort- the honour of our 2 3 9 


Ah, 


aA 


Wivery. | | 
: Mes. Wellers and the whole family were in a 
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Ah, madam, anſwered ſhe, if this be true, i 
it is no alluſion of my ſenſes, if indeed I have th; 
honour of being related to you, talk not of making 
your acknowledgment to me, by any kind of re. 
ſignation; I ſhall be ſufficiently rich in your loye 
and happy in your protection] My ever honourel 
patroneſs, ſhe continued, throwing herſelf at her 
feet, permit me to add to, but never believe me caps. 
ble of taking from your enjoyments of any kind, 

Oh, Mr. Mordant, cried lady Edwin, how could 
I ever ſuffer my judgment to be ſo impoſed on hy 
the prejudices of wicked inventions, againſt this 
amiable creature] Riſe, my love, ſaid ſhe to Annz, 
this poſture ill becomes Lady Anna Trevanion; 
your dear father, at the time he breathed his laſt at 

a paltry lodging, was actually Earl of Trevanion, 
with nothing wanting but his own claim to put hin 
in pofſeſhon of his family eſtate ; it is indiſputabl 
now your's ; you will not receive your right with 
half the vlealare with which I ſhall reſign it ; the 
houſe of Trevanion 1s rich in all its branches; my 
fortune is large enough to anſwer amply every 
claim of my children ; there is the copy of your 
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_ grandfather's will, do you retire and peruſe it;! 
have, to prevent your teazing yourſelf with forms 
and old legacies, marked the paſſage which relates 
to my dear brother; in the mean while I will beg 
of this lady a diſh of chocolate. 
Anna obeyed her aunt, leaving Mrs. Wellers not 
a little pleaſed with her gueſts ; the paſſage alluded 

to, ſhe found as follows : | | | 
„ And as, from an unfortunate attachment of 
my ſon Hugh Trevanion, and, in conſequence of 
my diſpleaſure thereon, he has withdrawn himſelf 
out of my knowledge, and if living, keeps himſelf 
concealed from his family, in fear of being again 
treated with a rigour I condemn myſelf for; it i 
my true will and meaning, if my _— i 
ug 


the re 
more t 
ſhe car 
faſt roc 
farther 
cient ; 
ſreſemb 
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ie, ii . Hugh Trevanion, or his lawful heirs, ſhall perſo- 
ye the nally appear to make good their claims as heretofore 
aking Wl recited, then my eſtates and all the heredxaments 
of re- WW thereunto belonging, ſhall be immediately relin- 
love, RF quiſhed by my daughter aforeſaid, her heirs, &c. 
oured WW &c. whether covert or fold ; and that ſhe or they 
it her WT ſhall be intitled to the ſixty thouſand pounds before 
caps mentioned, together with the manſion-houſe and 
nd. WE cate called Dennis Place, left to my late lady by her 
could mother lady Blanch Dennis; provided nevertheleſs, 
on by chat at whatever time ſuch claims be made, my 
ſt thi daughter be indemnified for all rents, fines, and all 
Ann, other monies, the produce of my eſtate, which ſhe 
nion; {WF may receive before ſuch claimant ſhall appear; and 
laſt at as I write this will with my own hand, without 
anion, WF conſulting or adviſing with an attorney of any de- 
ut hin WF ſcription, I adviſe and requeſt my children to follow - 
utably my example; and if neither my ion Hugh, nor 
it with his heirs, ſhould appear to claim my eitate within 
t; the ¶ twenty-one years after my death, then I give and 


s; my bequeath the whole of my eſtate and fortune before 
' every WW recited to my daughter, 8c. &c. Bo | 
f your This extract from the old Earls will, elucidated 
e it ; | the remaining myſtery of her family, and much 


forms 
relates 


vill bey 


more than gratified all her wiſhes on that head; 
ſhe carried with her, on her return into the break- 
faſt room, the watch and rings; had there needed 
farther confirmation, thoſe would have been ſuffi - 
cient 3 the family arms, which had ſtruck her as 
reſembling the Edwin's, were the Trevanion quar- 
tering, and the rings ancient mourning ones of their 


lers not 
alluded 


nent of Whereat grandfather Dennis, and immediately known. 
2 by lady Edwin; the hair was her mother's, and * 
imſe 


he hand- writing unqueſtionably her father's. Mr. 


himſelf Wh ently ſoon after appeared; he enjoyed the dignity 
agam pt his young friend with ſome alloy; he could not, 
r ; 1 5 ie fai, think of drawing fo largely on lady Anna 
aid fol Mrevanion for happineſs, as he could on his Anna 
Hugh I. 475 Manſel; 
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Manſel; but he could tell her, he would not give 
her up; he had already entered into league with 
Mr. Manſel; you cannot, I think, do better, ſaid Mr. 
Mordant ; ſome neceflary forms, notwithſtanding 
the Earl's injunctions, muſt be gone through; my 
niece not being of age, ſhe will become a ward of 
Chancery till that period, and guardians muſt be 
appointed for her minority ; I have indiſpenſable 
reaſons for returning to Jamaica, and Sir William 
Edwin thinks they ought not to be choſen out of her 
own family, ſo that I think you will be the moſt 
unobjectionable to her friends, and the moſt accept- 
able to my niece for that office; as far as I am 
conſulted, I ſhall, I aſſure you, be very nice for 
her; few men can deſerve, though the inſtant ſhe 
is announced heireſs to the Earl of Trevanion, ma- 
ny will aſpire to her. 5 i | 

A ſtarting tear would now find its way from the 
downcaſt eye of the young heireſs, while Mr. 
Bently and Mr. Manſel were acknowledging the 
high honour conferred on them in the lovely 
ward intruſted to their care; the latter ſaid he 
ſhould begin his office, with the journey they 
had agreed on; begin | my dear fir, anſwered ſhe; 
your guardianſhip, in the moſt valuable ſenſe, has 
long been begun, I pray to God I may not live to M 
ſee it end. DEF ci Fire th 


The chocolate removed, Lady Edwin told her _ 
ſhe was going to town, from whence ſhe did not WF. x e 
mean to return till every ſtep was taken to ſettle her N and 2 0 
beyond a poſſibility of interruption in the poſſeſſion Nhe e 


of her eſtate ; we have concluded, continued ſhe, 
that ſome altercations may poſſibly ariſe in our ow! 
family, not pleaſing or neceſſary, for you to be 
troubled with; if, therefore, this good lady can 
| make it convenient, and you are happy here, we 
think you had better continue till you can be pro- 
perly fixed, either with ſome of your relations, 0 
in a houſe of your own. : : | 
| Mr. Mordant 


pened 11 
tention, 
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Mr. Mordant gave it as his decided opinion, ſhe 
was ſo near being of age, if ſome prudent well-bred 
perſon could be fixed on, to be both chaprone and 


Ve 


as poſſible. The conduct of young Edwin was his 
private reaſon for wiſhing to. place her out of that 
family, and any other proper one was not eaſily to 
be found. _ 
Lady Edwin, perhaps for the ſame reaſon, did 
| not oppoſe Mr. Mordant's opinion; it was agreed, 
woſt he ſhould look out for a houſe, and Mrs. Wellers 
| kindly offered to ſpend the winter with her in town; 
this point ſettled, they parted, her uncle and aunt 
bl to town, the latter leaving her footman to wait on 


| Mr. Benfly, who would not leave his ward ; Man- 
| {el ſet out on his journey to Melmoth Lodge the 
| ſame day. Eh 'T 
In the intermediate time, Mrs. Wellers endea- 
voured to chaſe from the thoughtful brow of Anna, 
the gloom which too often clouded her charming 
d he face, by tempting her to make frequent excurſions 
| to town, to purchaſe cloaths, and other appenda- 
ges requiſite to her approaching entrance into the 
great world. Y | 
Mr. Mordant the ſecond day after his departure, 
ſent to requeſt they would give their approbation of 
ja houſe he had ſeen in St. James's Square, which, 
as they were extremely pleaſed with it, he purchaſed, 
and accounted for Lady Edwin's filence, as he ſaid 
the knew ſome diſagreeable occurrences had hap- 
pened in the family, which intirely took up her at- 
tention, and adviſe his niece, for the preſent, to 
void going to Groſvenor Square. | 
*A few weeks paſſed in preparations for her re- 
ception at her own houſe, and in the mean while 
the letters which follow were received at Layton. 


I 2 „ 


* 


companion, her houſe ſhould be eſtabliſhed as ſoon 


ber niece, the former engaging to correſpond with 
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Correſpondents. 


« To ROBERT BEnTLY, EsQ. 


« SIR, --- Whos 


« | HAVE deferred writing from day to day, 
expecting to be able to tell you of the el re- 
“ nunciation, Lady Edwin inſiſted on from her 
* children of the Trevanion eſtate; Mr. Edwin, 
as well as his ſiſter, refuſing to gratify her; in- 
© deed were it not for the lovely Anna, the long- 
* boaſted dignity of that antient family would 
* wear a very unfavourable aſpect; Mr. Edwin 
© has, in leſs than twelve months, run out forty 
<. thouſand pounds, moſt part at the gaming-table; 
* and his lady, I am ſorry to ſay, has not been 
e more careful of her character, than he of his 
©. money, and is hkewiſe extravagance and folly it- 
&« ſelf. Miſs Edwin is removed to her father's houſe; 
© a man, who calls himſelf a colonel in the Ruſhan 
«ſervice, had publicly addreſſed her, but finding 
& the fixty thouſand pounds, to which the younger 
© child or children were intitled by her mother's 
marriage ſettlement, was on condition only of 
© the Trevanion eſtate not being claimed, abanz 
«© doned his conqueſt, and has, to her infinif 
mortification, left the kingdom; they are now, 
6 believe, concluding a match for her in their 
own family. Lady Edwin chooſes to ſay * 
A H | e 
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«© but I can perceive ſhe is extremely affected. 
Mr. Edwin and his lady are the moſt faſhionable 
„ pair in London. I ſhall not loſe a moment in 
my dear niece's affairs; her houſe will be ver 
„ ſoon ready for her reception, as will ours for 
« us; it is in the firſt adjoining ſtreet. The damaſk 
« you ſent is ſuperb, and the glaſſes eſteemed the 
© moſt elegant in the kingdom. Lady Edwin, 
„with her two daughters, paſſing by this morning, 
„ aſked her to look in; Mrs. Edwin and Cecilia 
followed, but never did aſtoniſhment put on ſo 
unamiable an appearance; the things were on] f 
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too rich and too elegant for a Ducheſs; when I told ; 
« them of your preſents, they ſet you down as the 1 
day, „intended lover of the young Niels and un- 1 
re- © graciouſly flounced off. 
| her « So you ſee, Sir, if there had been a poſſibility 
Iwin, of SOuting my miece's right, it would have 1 
; been done. How lucky it 1s the diſcovery was Rh | 
long- e made in Lady Edwin's life-time. 1 
vould I trouble you, Sir, with my beſt affections MY 
din « to my dear niece, and compliments to Mrs. {21 
forty « Welters. Fug 
able; « Yours, &c. &c. 
175 6 J. MoR ANT.“ 
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nly of | 
abang 6-7 « UKE eager defire of vindicating your charac- 
nfinif U ter, carried me, inſenſible of fatigue, to Mel- 
now, Wi © moth Lodge on the eve of the ſecond day after 1 
1 ther BY © departed with you; but on entering che ave- 
little, “ nue, I was ſtruck by the entire change of the 
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appearance of every thing about the houſe ; the 
graſs was growing over the dur yard; the locks 
of the gate ſo ruſty, that it was impoſſible to 
open them for the admiſſion of my chaiſe 
clean old woman informed me, the ſquire wa; 


abroad with his lady and family; where he had 


been five years; I then returned to the inn, 
very much regretting the impetuoſity of my na- 
ture, which the efforts of reaſon have not yet 


been able to correct; for had it not been for that 


characteriſtic of our country, I might have learnt, 


by inquiring in London, a journey here would 


be fruitleſs ; however, as I have the opportunity 
of the poſt to write, what a ſudden attack of the 
gout will for ſome days, at leaſt, put it out of 
my power to tell you of the family in which you 
ſpent your early years, I make uſe of it. 

The landlady of the inn, where I now am, im- 
mediately recollected me, and informed me her 
name is Steward; that ſhe lived firſt nurſery 
maid to you, and after in the ſame capacity to 


Mrs. Melmoth's children; ſhe perfectly remem- 


bered your departure from the Lodge, and faid 
ſome diſputes occaſioned Colonel Gorget to leave 
it the ſame evening, and very ſoon the French 
governeſs was likewiſe diſcharged ; ſhe ſaid that 
Mrs. Melmoth's beſt point and Mechlin ruffles 


being miſſed immediately after your departure, 


Madmſ. Frajan had the addreſs to perſuade Mrs. 
Melmoth you was the thief, and Mrs. Aſhby's 
family not only credited but patronized her at 
the defire of the Colonel; that the ſquire never 
would believe it, though, as he was at that time 


trying to reconcile himſelf to the Colonel, he did 
not publicly ſay ſo at firſt, but finding him n 


8 to be won to his intereſt, he made no ſcru- 
ple of charging him with męanly plotting with 
the French woman to ruin an innocent girl, 2 
r | "NE cf +hat 
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that ſoon after he ſold off all his ſtock here, put 
« the eſtate to nurſe, and retired to France, or ſome 
foreign country; for her part, being engaged to 
« her preſent huſband, where, as coachman to Mr. 
© Melmoth they choſe to have a being of their own, 
« and have kept this little inn ſince that time. She 
« ſays Mrs. Melmoth's family is increaſed fince 


they have been abroad. When I told this good 


« creature, which in the pride of my heart I did, 
«.your preſent ſituation, ſhe was joyful indeed. 


« You, my dear Anna, (you have commanded 
me ſtill to addreſs you by this epithet,) will not, I 


© truſt, be the only perſon who feels happineſs 


« at ſuch a chain of providential diſcoveries. I 


« pray to God, I may not in mine forget, what as 
« a ſervant of the moſt high, becomes my dear 


„ child, your affeCtionate, 


« and devoted, 


«David MANSEL.” 


Theſe letters were followed by one from Lady 
Edwin, which I likewiſe tranſcribe. 
« My Dzar NIEcR, 


«© MY ſilence, and not ſeeing you at your good 
« Mrs. Wellers', muſt, I fear, have given you rea- 


« ſon to doubt the warm affection I am proud of 
bearing you; my family, my dear, is wholly 
« divided; no unity, no peace, and leſs affection 
« ſubſifts among us. My ſon, who is endowed 
with talents to render him an ornament to his 
country, devotes his fortune to ſharpers, and his 
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inclinations to the moſt abandoned part of the 
creation. 
„Mrs. Edwin, if ſhe has preſerved her honour, 
has been ſo exceedingly careleſs of her reputa. 


tion, that ſhe has no admittance in the circle; 
where I can have a dine of ſeeing her; and 


ſhe has not thought it Lceſſary to Pay me more 


than one viſit. | 
“ Cecilia; oh, Anna! I raw 

had it not been diſcovery chat the independency 
my ſettlement gave berg In caſe you had been ſo 
happily in exiſtence, was now of no effect, ſhe 
would have been by this time wife to an Iriſh 
fortune hunter, of neither birth, family, or cha- 
racter. He was introduced by a perſon who, 


they ſay, is a foreign nobleman, but whoſe choice 


of an aſſociate renders his own:charnQter doubt- 
ful ; we have removed her from her brother's, 
but we have fo little weight with, or authority 
over her, that as'we could not prevail on her to 
pay you proper reſpect, and we choſe not to 
truſt her out of our own protection, we could 


not, with propriety, give you the invitation we 


longed to do. 
« Mr. Mordant is indefatigable about your 
houſe; my ſiſter Herbert, and her meek Patty, 
will ſoon be in town; to her, and her only, dare 
Inow conſign my daughter. The counſel go on 
with your affairs, as they ſay, very faſt; but 
their expedition does not keep pace with my 
wiſhes ; I long to fee you in potleſſion of your 
right, and your uncle declares, he has a capital 
of thirty thouſand pounds to pay you. 


“Receive my congratulations, my dear, and 
be aſſured, Iam thankful to heaven that the ho- 


nour and virtues of my anceſtors are adorned by 
ſuch a Gs 


5 ay nothing of her; 


Sir William joins in 
0 er. , 
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« every kind remembrance. Your affectionate 


66 Aunt, | 
« CkECILIA EDWIN.” 


c 


By this letter Anna yas informed of the ſenti- 
ments of the young Edwins towards her, and as 
ſhe had no wiſh to exult at Ceciha's expence on the 
change of her fortune, ſhe coincided with her 
| Aunt's opinion, that was moſt, eligible to ſtay 
n ſo BW where ſhe was, till her own houſe was ready. 

the WF Mean while the preparations for her ſplendid en- 
Friſh tre into life filled the village with its luſtre; but 
cha» che caſe was now different; that affected look of 


vho, | modefly, which was fo viſibly a mark of the un- 
oice WW daunted front of immorality, was changed intothe 
ubt- WW ſweeteſt delicacy ; her face which aſtoniſhed the 
ers, vomen how any man could like, became the beau- 
rity uful index of an accompliſhed mind and thoſe la- 
rto dies whoſe misfortune it was they Sold not walk 
t to without having their delicacy ſhocked by the üight 
2uld | of a young woman, (who, if the had been all their 
we WW candour ſuſpected, certainly wilfully offended no- 
body,) now had a ſufficient cauſe for exultation if 
Our ; her paſſed in the way of the Pet. civility f from 
tty, lady Anna Trevanion. 
lare Alike amiable in proſperity. or adverſity, Was 
n dur heroine; but grievous as the obſervation is, it 
but is nevertheleſs true, with the ſame ſentiment, per- 
my ſon and manners, ſhe, who was in poverty and de- 
our pendence, charged with almoſt every vice, and un- 
Ital | fit for ſociety, became an example to the women 
and the admiration of the men. 
ind | Mr. Mordant hang 8 her oils! and | 
ho- if Prepared every thing for her reception, came down 
by in her own coach, with the heireſs s lozenge, to fetch 
in ber; before they left the hill, he deſired to Li 
Ty, ne private converſation with his niece. 


178 « . 


* 


C H A P. LXXVII. 


The Britiſh Merchant. 


| Y Y HEN Mr. Mordant and Anna were alone, 
he expreſled his happineſs of having his wiſhes ac- 
compliſhed, in leaving her in poſſeſſion of her right; 
I have, my dear, ſaid he, a large ſum to account 
with you . ; and perceiving in the countenance of 
his niece, ever ſtrongly expreſſive of the emotion; 
of her mind, a repugnance to hear of her having 
any claims on him, affectionately putting his hand 
on her mouth, I muſt ſtop, my dear,” ſaid he, 
„ thoſe effuſions of a noble heart; although not a 
Trevanion, I am a proud Briton ; Lady Cecilia 
Edwin cannot be more anxious to preſerve the ho- 
nour of her noble blood, more tenacious of its dig- 
nity, or value it & nf than I do the title of a Bri. 
tiſh Merchant. Inflexible integrity, induſtry with- 
out parſimony, hoſpitality without extravagance, a 
noble confidence in the ſpirit of commerce, and 
above all, rectitude of heart and probity in dealings, 
_ are the marks which always ſhould, and in general 
do, diſtinguiſh our reſpectable body. 
« You, Lady Anna, are nobly deſcended on your 
father's ſide; your mother's will not diſgrace you; 
you muſt not affront a merchant by interrupting 
Lich in an act of common honeſty ; the money is 
Four juſt right; I am too rich and too proud to ac- 
cept the 9 of another; the uprightneſs of 
my dealings have rendered them proſperous. My 
fon.” he pauſed—and looking in the Wiyſung 
| ace 
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hoe of Anna, —“ I ſee you anticipate what I am 


going to ſay, but it is neceſſary you ſhould know 
why he has left the kingdom without ſeeing you.” 
„ Good heavens, is my eouſin then gone !” ex- 
claimed Anna. 3 | „ | 
Mr. Mordant proceeded “ when firſt at Sir 
William Edwin's, his young and guileleſs heart 
became enamoured of you, and made propoſals to 
marry and take you to Jamaica with him, he 
bur made uſe of the privilege he received from 
me, to chuſe for himſelf previous to his leaving 
England; I laid no reſtrictions on him, but with 
reſpect to the character and education of the 
object of his choice; my correſpondent here had 
indeed directions to be particular on that head; 
but in point of ſettlement, I gave them their own 
latitude according to the merit of the lady. Reject- 
ed by you ,on his return home, when I met 
him at the Madeiras, I found his heart ſtill oppreſſed 
with the weight of his firſt diſappointment ; fondly 
anxious for his happineſs, and hearing the depend- 
ent ſituation of the perſon he loved, I flattered my- 
ſelf, I might yet prevail on her to conſent to the 
happineſs of a youth, who, in my partial eye, de- 
ſerved every thing ; it was long fince I had em- 


braced my boy; and as I could not prevail upon 


myſelf to part with him ſo ſoon as the different voy- 
ages we were engaged in required, I brought him 
that could contribute to his peace. RET 

The diſcovery of your rank was a fatal blow to 
our plan ; ſanguine, as youth generally are, he 


back, fully determined to omit nothing on my part 


fooliſhly flattered himſelf with the contrary ; he 
hoped—but why do I repeat what was an inſult on 


the character of his father—which nothing but the 
violence of his paſſion and want of experience can 
palliate or excuſe ; his attachment, his love, in- 
_ creaſing too rapidly for prudence or reaſon to guide, 

W | „ 
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I have ſent him away; 1 felt his Torfow—but ti. 


will meliorate the tranſports. of youth and paſſion, 
and he will yet thank his father fr not taking the 
advantage of-—fituation, to be a villain.” _ 

The admiration of Anna equalled her gratitude! 
thoſe ſentiments ſo nobly confiſtent with the cha- 
raCter he had before drawn, and thoſe actions of 
probity and honour, filled her with painful pleaſure, 
which deprived her of ſpeech—he went on 

*© If, when his offers were of importance to your 
ſubſiſtence, you could with firmneſs reject them, 


Was it likely they Thould now be accepted! 


= 


$ 


of my own heart. 


. 
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Fept up; there may be ſome exceptions ; but there 


Yes, Anna, dear amiable girl, image of thy be- 
loved mother, I know thy ſoul ; a falſe ſenſe of 
honour, the ſacred impulſe of gratitude, would 
have induced you to- give happineſs, when, for 
want of aparity of inclination, you could not have 
received it; I ſhould have been diſgraced in my 
ſon's advancement, and miſerable in the reproaches 

« Pardon me, Anna, for thus affecting you; 
ſome apology for your couſin was neceſſary, and 


none ſo proper for the occaſion, or ſo agreeable to 


my principles as truth; you have now my indiſpen- 
ſable reaſons for returning Toon to Jamaica, although 
my ultimate wiſh is to ſettle in my native country ; 
but the time when, depends on two things my 
ſon's peace and your marriage. Perhaps, ſaid he, 
ſmiling, that conſideration may be of ſome fervice 


' 1 HEE ITS EY » HY SLY eine ; 
to the happy man of your choice, whole being ſo, 


will be to me his higheſt recommendation. 

“ Mr. Bently is your warm friend; he is. the 
nobleſt work of heaven, an honeſt man; conſult 
him on points of judgment, and let your aunt be 
your guide in point of family; her pride has a lau. 
Gable foundation. It is neceſſary for the good of 
the commonwealth that ſubordination ſhould be 


18 


is in general that in noble blood which commands 
reſpect, and thoſe marriages are moſt happy that 
are neareſt equality. As to wealth, you have 
enough for both;“ and then tenderly embracing 
her, Je left her to prepare for their little journey. 
Mrs. Wellers, on entering, found Anna in tears, 
and inquired with great anxiety the cauſe, which 
our heroine repeated with a mixture of delight and 
affection; and both ladies did ample juſtice to the 


principle of the Britiſh Merchant. 


A en 
A Faſhionable Entree. 


+ H E time was now arrived when Anna was to 


be introduced into what is called life; ſenſible, 


accompliſhed, beautiful, rich and nobly born, was it 
poſſible ſhe could be leſs than the rage? Her jewels 
were ſuperb, her houſe elegant, equipage ſplendid, 
and furniture in the higheſt taſte; in her domeſ- 
tic eſtabliſhment, happineſs and decorum were more 
confulted than ſhew or grandeur, although there 


appeared no deficiency in the latter. Mrs. Wellers 


was ſo obliging as to make her home with her ; 


Mrs. Clarke was her houfekeeper, whoſe daughter 


ſhe permitted to live as aſliftant to her mother ; 
meſtics were ſober and orderly. pr at | 
Sir William and Lady Edwin went to her houſe 


Polly Dalton was her woman, and her other do- 


the moment fhe arrived; his honeſt diſintereſted 
ſoul felt not a thought of diſpleaſure towards Anna; 
ol | | though 
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182 | A N N A. 
though we will not pretend to ſay he would not 
have been as well pleaſed to have retained the 
acres; he, as I have ſaid, fondly loved his chil. 
dren; notwithſtanding his diſſipation, he gloried 
in his ſon; that young man was a phænomenon; 
he had made a ſpeech againſt the miniſter the day 
before, that laſted two Fades and a half, in which 
he diſplayed ſuch a knowledge of the conſtitutional 
law, ſuch intelligent wiſdom, and ſuch ſound judy. 
ment, as aſtoniſhed the houſe, though he had not 

been in bed two nights before; could the faults of 
ſuch a ſon be remembered by ſuch a father ? no, 
it was for him and him only, he regretted the Tre- 
vanion eſtate, and more liberally than ever ſupplied 

his extravagance. | | 9 

The Thurſday following, Lady Anna was intro- 
duced at court by Lady Edwin ; and here, though 
| ſuperior to the ſheepiſhneſs, which little minds 
often miſtake for modeſty, ſhe felt herſelf awed 

and abaſhed; and at the inſtant the queen entered 
the circle, her trembling limbs at firſt refuſed their 
office. 1 

But when ſhe ventured to look up, when {he 
met the mild and gracious eye of the beſt, as well 
as firſt of women; when the benevolence which 
ſhot its beams from her countenance reafſured her, 
ſhe was ſenſible only to thoſe feelings a loyal heart, 
and none but ſuch can deſcribe-—Who, indeed, 
ever felt in that auguſt preſence, but that re- 
ſpect and awe were blended with love and admi- 
JJ SETS £ | . 
And here only it was that her grace, beauty, and 
modeſty, could be eclipſed. 9 | 

Pride of the Britiſh nation, beauteous bloſſom 
of a court, by your preſence rendered the brighteſt 


in the known world, into whatever clime, by the 


; Policy of nations, ye are tranſplanted, if the bleſ- 
 lings and prayers of a people, whoſe riſing hopes 
RE. | LN je 
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| did amon 
| gratulations flowed from every tongue; and 
| the eye of Majeſty gliſtened at the fight of a 
| young orphan, thus reſtored to the dignity of her 
| blood. 


ye are, be anſwered, you will experience the peace 
and proſperity ſo ſacredly promiſed to the children 
of the righteous, and ſo amply merited by the 
graces of your own lovely forms, and the innate 
virtues of your fouls! yet will the tears of ſenſibi- 
lity drop over the unavoidable ſeparation, and re- 
gret follow the parting ſteps of the children of our 
beloved ſovereign. | 

The buz of, © who is that charming creature! 


what is ſhe!” together with ſome Anecdotes of 


Anna's hiſtory that had tranſpired, rendered her 
perſon, dreſs, words, and even looks, objects of 


curioſity and attention; her beauty became the to- 


pic of converſation among the men, as her dreſs 
the women. Compliments and con- 


Her doors were thronged with vifitors, and her 


| porter's roll was too voluminous for her own in- 
| been ſeen there before, when a few'of the orna- 


She appeared at the Opera: ſhe had 
ments of Fop's alley had beſtowed from their dear 
ſelves ſo much attention as to ſwear, ſhe was a de- 
viliſh fine girl, a good piece, a charming creature ; 
—they had done more, they had even aſked who 
ſhe was? but that was the laſt ſtretch of expiring 
curioſity; a poor Welch parſon's daughter, a com- 


panion to an old woman! horrid, contemptible, 


how could the pretty things be drawn in to beſtow 
a moment on ſuch an object? She attended Lady 
Edwin to that ſeat of elegance over and over after, 


| without exciting a ſingle glance; in this neglect, 
indeed, ſhe had the comfort of ſeeing almoſt 


every fine woman included, thoſe of a certain 


_ deſcription only excepted; the beaus of the 
_ Preſent age are not very famous for their atten- 


tion 
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tion to modeſt women, or indeed, any Women 
at all. 

Moro her entrance into her box was honoured b 
the general notice of the audience; the men all lof 

their hearts, and the ladies were moſt of them her 

very dear friends; in fine, the lovely young heireſz 

was the faſhion. 

But in thoſe ſcenes of ſhew, pleaſure, and cere- 
mony, which daily increaſed in their demands on 
her time, ſhe neglected not her friends, nor were 
the claims of diltreſs forgot; the firſt part of the 
day, ſhe ſaid, was her own, the remainder the 
world's; and her real ideas of the duties of huma- 
nity, and the calls of the unfortunate on her afflu- 
ence and power, were too potent to ſuffer mere 
form or diſſipation to deprive her of the fecret ap- 
probation of her own heart. 

In ſpite of whatever taſte, faſhion, and ex- 
_ ample could urge, though an enthuſiaſt in mu- 
tic, Anna preferred weeping with Siddons, er 
. ſmiling with Abington, to the hearing a mon- 
ſter made by avarice and inhumanity trill out 
woes, it was impoſſible it could have a natural 
idea of. 

Another very unfaſhionable and ridiculous cuſ 
tom ſhe obſtinately adhered to, which was that of 
ſatisfying her mind with one entertainment 1n one 
evening, and returning home when it was. ended. 

Dancing was her favourite diverſion, and might 

perhaps ſometimes have carried her to the mid- 
night hour, had her ſpirits been ſuch as would ſuf- 
fer her to partake of it. 

Mr. Manſel returned from Somerſetſhire, after 
a month's confinement, but, was not ſuffered by 
Lady Anna to go to Wales; in the ſummer ſhe 

romiſed to pay her laſt reſpec̃t to the remains of 
fer dear friend at Llandore, to whoſe memory ſhe 


_ cauſed a black marble monument to be erected " 
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the ſpot where her beloved governeſs was buried; 
ſhe had like wiſe made ſtrict, but fruitleſs enquiry, 
for the place where the body of her father had been 
interred, and given orders to erect a magnificent 
mauſoleum at Trevanion chapel, in commemora- 
tion of his death and misfortunes ; ſhe made Mr. 
Manſel her domeſtic chaplain, and the guide of her 
actions; her uncle and Mr. Bently had a houſe be- 
tween them; the latter growing more attached to 
| our heroine the longer he knew her ; he was her 
| almoner and her partner in every charitable do- 
| nation. | | OY 
Lady Edwin was her conſtant viſitor, and ſo 
good as to excuſe her punctual return, on account 
| of Cecilia, whoſe rancour was out of all bounds; 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin ſeldom came in her way, as 
ber intercourſe was wholly among the amiable of 


- 


| one ſex, and the moral of the other. 


0 H A N. | KEIL, 
Proves that Riches will not do every Thing. 
ANN A's town eſtabliſhment being compleat- 


vince her of the wedded ſtate of her heart, which 
no change in life was able to wean from its 


tertained no doubt, fixed her reſolutions as to ma- 
A | 3 
yy While 


lech the many offers of marriage, which were re- 
hected as ſoon as made, ſerved only to con- 


lirſt dear object; his death, of which ſhe en- 


BP 
oe”, 


9 
1 


186 A N NM. A. 


_ While Herbert lived, ſhe had not preſumed tg 
indulge a hope of being united to him, though {1 
flattered herſelf ſhe might cheriſh in her ſecret 
thoughts 5 affection ſhe bore him, 
without jury to the happy woman who was del. 
tined to ſhare his heart and bear his name. All he 
ſaid, or did, was, in her partial eye, the ſtandard 
of ig rar ; with him imagination reſted, and 
with him hope died, and {till her hours of retire. 
ment were devoted to the fond remembrance of 
ſome or other of the ſcenes ſhe had paſſed in his 
ſociety ; ſhe was amuſing herſelf in a melancholy 
revival of paſt 33 when Mrs. and Miſs 
Herbert were announced. 5 
Agitated by her own hopeleſs thoughts, her face 
pale as death, with the deplorable impreſſions of 
grief and deſpair on her mind, ſhe very much dif- 
appointed thoſe ladies, who expected to ſee the 
change in her fortune marked by the life and gaiety 
of her deportment. l 
Patty took her paſſive hand, and congratulated 
her on the happy diſcovery of her rank ; Mrs 
Herbert ſaid all that true benevolence could dictate 
on the ſtate of her affairs; the ſable hue of their 
dreſs went to the ſoul of Anna; it was ſome mo- 
ments before her ſenſations would ſuffer her to ar- 
ticulate, and even then the power of ſpeech was pre- 
ceded by a ſhower of tears; when this was ſubſ. 
ded, ſhe returned, in the moſt graceful and en- 
dearing manner, the civilities of her friends, re- 
collected the paſt goodneſs of Mrs. Herbert with 
grateful acknowledgments, and her heart reclaimed 
its alliance with Patty; ſhe ordered herſelf to be 
denied to every body, and enjoyed, in the unre- 
ſtrained ſociety of her old friends, the real advar- 
tage of wealth and independence; ſhe blamed hei- 
ſelf for not writing to them; but yet, ſaid {hs 
in a trembling voice, not able with all bet, 5 
| orts 


4 


1ed to 
h ſhe 
ſecret 
> him, 
8 del. 
All he 
ndard 
, and 
retire- 
ice of 
in his 
acholy 
| Miſs 


er face 
ons of 
ch dif- 
ee the 


gaiety 


tulated 
Mrs. 
dictate 
f their 
je mo- 
to ar- 
745 pte- 
ſubſi⸗ 
1d en- 
ds, re- 
rt with 
aimed 
to de 


unte- 
advan- 
ed her- 
1d {he, 
her et- 

ſorts 


A N N 187 


forts to reſtrain her tears as ſhe glanced her 
charming eyes over their mourning—what could 
J ſay. ? | | 

Mrs. Herbert, much calmer in her grief than 
Anna expected, anſwered only by a deep ſigh at 
this hint; and Patty's eyes filled, but, as if glad to 


be relieved from this painful ſubject, made no an- 


ſwer and the converſation ſtopped, till reſumed by 
Mrs. Herbert's apologizing, in her turn, for her 


filence, by aſſuring her, however unaccountable it 


might ſeem, Lady Edwin, when ſhe informed them 
of her brother's heir being found, dropped no hint 
it was their dear Anna. Fo 

« And Mr. Wilkinſon,” interrupted Patty with 
glowing cheeks, does not know it yet.” They 
then began to talk of Llandore ; Mrs. Here ſpoke 
highly of Mr. Wilkinſon, and expreſſed herſelf un- 
der great obligations to the goodneſs of his heart; 
his praiſes were re- echoed by Patty, with a warmth 
both of ſpeech and colour Anna could not help ob- 
ſerving. ln | 

Mrs. Herbert declined ſtaying the evening, hav- 
ing engaged to return to Groſvenor-Square early; 
but ſhe permitted her daughter to ſtay, as they 
were to quit town very ſoon, and the young ladies 
were anxious to paſs as much time as their engage- 
ments would allow together. 

When alone, thoſe amiable women again 
a, and unboſomed themſelves to each 
other. | | : 

Patty accounted for the manner in which Anna 
had been diſcarded from Groſvenor Square, and 
how her note had fallen into Miſs Edwin's hand, 
whoſe unkindneſs to Anna was but the counter- 
part of what ſhe had herſelf experienced from her ; 
the however hoped, when they were married, 
her brother would have influence enough to 
induce her to leave her London manners behind 
her, 
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her, when they went to Wales. She was pro- 
ceeding— 
< Your brother!“ ſaid Anna, with every 
mark of aſtoniſhment, © is your brother then 


-Cc alive as X 


« Alive!” anſwered Patty, ſmiling, „ why 
“ what. can poſſibly induce you to afk ? yes, thank 


v6 L200” 


« For whom then,” ſaid Anna, “ do you wear 
« ſuch deep mourning ?” 

« Oh,” returned Miſs Herbert, „I have not 
yet told you half the ſorrows we have known 
e ſince I ſaw you; my poor papa—but I muſt tel 
« you all, and how charmingly your old lover 
« Wilkinſon has behaved to us.” She then, in 


her ingenuous, artleſs manner, related the arreſt of 


her father, the accident to 'Tyrrel, Collet's good 
nature, and Charles's exile. 
I be agitation, the hopes, fears, and expeCtati- 


ons of our heroine, during this relation, cannot be 


deſcribed ; but her mind was in the end ſettled 
with reſpect to young Herbert, by the concluſion 


pf the narrative. 


« When,” Patty ſaid, “ my, aunt found her 
«brother's lawful heir appeared, ſhe wrote to 
„% mamma, and 1 believe, if the truth was known, 
communicated ſome impruderit conduct of my 
« couſin's, but at the ſame time told her, Cecilia 
6e ſtill avowed her partiality for my brother, and 
therefore, as ſhe would yet be a great fortune, 
« which my aunt dreaded might ſubject her to the 
« deſigns of bad people; and as fo great a diſ- 
„ memberment of the eſtate, would prevent Sir 
© William proving for Charles in the man- 


ce. ner he had propoſed, ſhe conjured mamma to 


© forward the marriage they always intended 
« ſhould take place, which, with great reluctance, 
„ ſhe undertook ; what paſſed between her and my 
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« brother, I can't tell; but he has agreed to oblige 
& her, and we are come to town to meet him. 
„We go to Dennis Place en famille; they pro- 
« poſed the wedding to be celebrated immediately 
« on our arrival there.” . | 

This concluſion gave Anna a flow of falſe ſpi- 
rits; her pride aſſiſted her to conceal from the ſiſ- 
ter her fond, and as ſhe then eſteemed it, weak at- 
tachment to the brother; her exertions to enter- 
tain her friend the remainder of the evening were 
uncommonly vivacious; and ſtrength of mind 
did that for her, art never could; it gave her 
the appearance of eaſe, when her heart was 
burſting. 

Patty regretted very much, decency would 
oblige her to. return with the hymeneal party to 
Dennis Place; fhe promiſed to be a punctual cor- 
reſpondent, and pay a viſit to Anna as ſoon as ſhe 
could get off; Mr. Mordant attended her home, 
and returned with the news of Mr. Herbert's arri- 
val in Groſvenor Square. f 

Mr. Manſel, who was preſent, ſaw all his for- 
mer fuſpicions of Anna's attachment to young 
Herbert confirmed in her truth-ſpeaking counte- 
nance at this information, but ſuffered not a 
thought to eſcape him; ſhe preſently retired to her 
apartment, and, diſmiſſing her woman, threw her- 


| ſelf, almoſt ſuffocated with grief, and gaſping for 


breath, on the ſopha. | 
© Ahve! is then Charles Herbert alive! does he 
then yet exiſt ? and can it be? reſtored from death, 
he lives, indeed, but to what end? and is he at 
laſt to marry Miſs Edwin ?—poor young man] had 
he not been happier wedded to his grave? — then 
«mg, Fa his own choice neither—that might 
ave led him but ,gratitude—Oh, what a ſubſti- 
tute for love! how indelicate the mind that can ac- 
cept it |—how ill paired will theirs be ? yet, why del 


1; ſay 
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ſay ſo! what right have I to ſuppoſe their attach. 
ment is not mutual? would he elſe have entered 
with ſuch alacrity into their ſcheme! Ah! no 
why then do I ſuffer a wh Encens unrequited paſſion 
thus to afflict me, to embitter my moments, and 
render me wretched in the midſt of enjoyments? 
Oh, why does memory, too faithful to my ſorrows, 
for ever remind me of his perfections? but I have 
long reſolved never to marry ; and will it be ; 
greater crime to love, to adore him, when I haye 
it ſo amply in my power to ſerve, than when poor 
and deſtitute, I had but my prayers to give him! 
let me hope not—let him then marry Cecilia ; his 
children will, perhaps, inherit my eſtate ; I will, 
at all events, be a ſiſter, a faithful friend to 
him.” With thoſe ideas, ſhe flattered herſelf 
ſhe had compoſed her mind: but fleep again 
forſook her, and her ſunk eyes ſhewed her 
attentive and watchful friends how ill ſhe had 
reſted. ER, | „„ 
Anxious to fly from herſelf, when the news- 
aper, in which were announced the arrivals at 
ath, was brought her, a ſudden hope, by change 
of place, to procure the tranquillity ſhe could not 
expect, where the Edwins, and their concerns, 
muſt come to her ears, ſhe propoſed an excurſion 
to Bath;—ſhe was fick of London—Would 
Mrs. Wellers go?“ Hey day,” cried Mr. Bently, 
« and pray what is there in London to ficken 
ce your whimſical Ladyſhip you will not find in 
« Bath?” « Well,” anſwered ſhe, affecting gaiety, 
] am determined to try your gallantry ; what do 
4 keep ſo many old men in my train for, but to 
6e exhibit their folly in following me; uncle, will 
you go * | 7 , | 
„ Are you ſerious ?” he anſwered. 5 
bBhe aſſured him ſhe was; and Mrs. Wellers de- 
dlaring it was the only ſcheme in the W = 
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hould like, if it was agreeable w Mr. Wellers, he 


was conſulted, and every thing ſettled for an excur- 
ſion to Bath, HEEL | 


© n A F. IK 


The Journey poſtponed. 


A NNA, always quick in her ideas, and rapid 


in putting into execution reſolutions once formed, 
and willing to avoid Mr. Herbert and Cecilia, they 
were on the point of ſetting out for Bath, when a 
meſſenger came to beg Lady Anna's preſence in 
Groſvenor Square. 

She had ſeveral times been at Lady Edwin's 
public and private parties; in the firſt, Miſs Ed- 
vin did not at preſent appear, and in the laſt ſhe 
had not even choſe to mix; but the hurry of this 
ſummons alarmed her, which alarm was increaſed 
by Mr. Mordant's ſervant bringing the news of a 
duel, and intrigue, which, though no names were 


this Lady. The carriages, which were drawing 
jup at the inſtant Lady Edwin's ſervant ar- 
prived, were now ordered to put up, as the jour- 


few hours, and Anna went in her's to Groſvenor 
Square. | „ 
She alighted; the ſervant was followed by 


face, where light-hearted joy was wont to dwell, 


eyes, 


mentioned, plainly pointed at young Edwin, and 
ney muſt be unavoidably poſtponed, at leaſt a 


Mr. Herbert; but oh, how changed! his fine 


orerſpread with grief, and wan with care, his 
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eyes yet charming, retreated from her earneſt 


and  enquiring look: deep ſighs rent his bo- by f 
ſom : his hand trembled almoſt to conyul. com 
ſion as he led her, ſtill turning from her his meet 
averted eyes, to lady Edwin's dreſſing- room, where Cout 

a ſcene preſented. itſelf, which beggars all de. light 
ſcription. _ | | and | 
Mrs. Edwin, in a gay maſquerade habit, pale a; houſe 
aſhes, and weeping, was leaning on Cecilia; Lady ſurpr' 
Edwin, on a ſopha, juſt recovered from an hyſte. 49e 
ric fit; Mrs. Herbert vainly endeavouring to and f 
Comfort them. The moment Lady Anna enter. WW whict 
ed the room, they all ſeemed to feel their grief into t 
, 1 „ oh 17 to be 
Oh, Anna! ſaid Lady Edwin, my fon, my dear WF words 
Hugh, is no more!] and what is worſe, he has im. out, x 
brued his hands in blood: he is not only murdered, the m 
but is himſelf a murderer! i coach 
Anna ſhuddered at this dreadful account given home, 
in broken intervals of grief, amid the groans of Willia 
the whole family; ſhe could adminiſter no conſo- gentle 
lation; her ſpirits low when ſhe left the houſe, and WM affirms 
weakened at the fight of Herbert, were now too and tt 
much overpowered to be ſupported; ſhe fainted Mrs. F 
away. 1 e . render 
On her recovery, ſhe found Mrs. Herbert and Mr. E 
Patty, were only remaining of the diſtreſſel Count 


group, ſhe ſaw on her firſt coming; her 
eyes vainly explored the room; the object in 
which they delighted was no longer ſeen; ſhe 
could hardly believe but what had paſſed was an 
illuſton of her ſenſes, that ſhe: had not ſeen Herbert 
at all. 

Mrs. Herbert, as ſhe recovered; informed her 
of the fatal event which ſo diſtreſſed them; ſhe 
ſaid Mrs. Edwin drove her there about nine, ha- 
bited as the had ſeen, and in a ſtate of terror and 
diftreſs bordering on diſtraction, ſhe tolg:them ** 


them 


A N N A. 193 


went falt. night in a party to the Hay-market, and 
by ſome accident miſſed the lady who was her 


wul. companion, but ſuppoſing ſhe could not fail of 
his meeting her again, ſhe danced with a gentleman, 


here Count Maxwell, who was of their party, till day- 
de- WF light ; not, however, meeting again ber friend, 
and the rooms being clearing, they went to the 

tle as houſe of the lady they had loſt ; finding, to their 
Lady ſurprize, ſhe was not come home, they agreed to 
ite. have ſome coffee, and wait her return; but tired 


g to and fatigued, they had both dropped afleep, from 


nter. which they were awoke by company gaily runnin 
grief Tinto the room, who, when unmaſked, they found 
to be Mr. Edwin and her friend Mrs. Corbet; high 
dear words enſued between the gentlemen, who went 
s im. out, regardleſs of her prayers and cries, to decide 
| the matter; the ſervants ſaid, they got into the 
coach which brought Mr. Edwin and Mrs. Corbet 
| home, and ordered it to Hyde Park, whither Sir 
William immediately ran, where he heard the 
gentleman in the white domino, who Mrs. Edwin 
| atirmed to be her huſband, was killed on the ſpot, 
and the other ſaid to be mortally wounded; but, 
Mrs. Herbert added, this dreadful cataſtrophe was 
rendered ſomewhat doubtful, by a meſſenger from 
Mr. Edwin's, informing Lady Edwin, it was the, 
[Count that was killed, and that Mr. Edwin was 


„ her alve; the diſtracted parents were gone there at- 
e in {tended by her ſon. 5 8 

\; ſhe On hearing that the Count was no more, Mrs. 
vas an Edwin was fallen into ſtrong convulſions, and was 
Lerbert Nearried ſenſeleſs to Cecilia's apartment. | 


Such a complicated ſcene of diſtreſs, could not 


ed her fail to ſhock the gentle ſoul of Anna; ſenſibly af- 
n; ihe fected by the voice of woe, wherever it met her, 
e, ha. Wit here had the double claims of blood and friend- 
or and mp; yet her own heart, torn with Ong, 
em s ſhe was badly qualified for the office of 


; K comforter. 
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comforter to others. When the news of her ſon' 


pay 


misfortune reached Lady Edwin from her own 
daughter's hard heart, ſhe had ſmall hope of con- ſpec 
ſolation; the boſom friend of a woman, whoſe befo 
conduct, allowing her ſtory to be a real recital of at M 
facts, had blameably involved her huſband in a du- L. 
el, how could ſhe open her heart, or unveil her thing 
ſuſpicions to her. „ colle. 
Next to her in point of affection, and far higher them 
in eſteem, ſtood our heroine; when unexpected ing 
calamities ſtrike the ſoul, it wiſnes to look out of was 
the poignancy of its feelings to the reſources of demn 
friendſhip, and dreadful is the ſituation of that be- the d 
ing who looks in vain. Mrs. Herbert, indeed, enter 
was preſent; but Mrs. Herbert's misfortune and Lt 
dependence took from her the weight ſhe would Anna 
elſe have had; Lady Edwin, therefore, in WW bling 
her firſt agonies, ſent for Anna, although ſhe MI Lady. 
regretted that haſty ſtep, when ſhe ſaw her ſo the le 
affected. | | [werec 


The inſtant after a meſſage coming from Port- Tha 
man Square, ſhe reluctantly left her niece to the Wi 
care of Mrs. Herbert, Charles attending her; Mt veate 


Miſs Edwin now running into the room, . fright- home; 
ened out of her ſullen, ſupercilious airs, begged fully et 
Mrs. Herbert's aſſiſtance z Mrs. Edwin being, ſhe worthy 
believed, dying; two gentlemen in the medical let me, 
line, a phyſician and apothecary were with her, ſene o 
but a third was neceflary ; the convulſion had boo ſtro 
brought on an abortion, without reſtoring her been m 
ſenſes, and ſhe lay a pitiable victim to the conle- life fro: 
"quences of thoſe deviations from honour, ſhe would mc | 
deare 


a few hours before have laughed at. 
Mrs. Herbert begged Anna to retire to Lad) 
Edwin's dreſſing- room, ordering her woman to 
attend; ſhe was a ſenſible well behaved per- 
fon, who had lived there when Anna was 
Miſs Manſel, and took that opportunity of 
N 8 paying 


paying court to her by her aſſiduity and re- 
ſpect; but Mrs. Herbert had hardly left the room 


fo before 'this attendant was ſummoned to her Lady 
of at Mr. Edwin's. 10D, | 
8 Left alone in momentary expectation of ſome- 
ler thing ſtill more alarming, ſhe endeavoured to re- 
collect her ſcattered thoughts; the wanderers of 
her themſelves adverted to one object; notwithſtand- 
Yed ing the horrors that ſurrounded her, Herbert 
1 was preſent to her imagination, yet, ſelf-con- 
. of demned, ſhe was trying at fortitude, when 
Je. the door ſuddenly opened, and Herbert haſtily 
eed, entered. | | 
401 I thought my mother, ſaid he — when ſeeing 
ould Anna alone and in tears, his confuſion, his trem- 


"i bling returned; ſhe had aſked him twice after 
' ſhe Lady Edwin and her ſon, before ſhe could perceive 


er ſo the leaſt attention to her queſtion, at laſt he an- 
55 ſwered with a voice of tenderneſs : 5 
Port- That the horrors of the morning were ſuch as 


o the gentleneſs like hers ſhould not witneſs; he en- 
her; treated ſhe would permit him to wait on her 
right- home; Lady Edwin, continued he, is too mourn- 


egged fully engaged to return ſoon; Mrs. Edwin is un- 
gi the worthy to harraſs you with her merited diſtreſs; 
edical let me, dear Lady Anna, then lead you from this 
1 her, bene of ſorrow ; and, oh, ſaid he, with agitation 
n had too ſtrong to be ſuppreſſed or concealed, that it had 
g ber been my bleſſed fate to have preſerved you through 
conſe- life from every ill; to have watched over and pro- 


tected your beauty and honour. Withdraw not, 


) Lady Nat time, by the moſt miſerable of men; withhold 
nan to not from me the comfort of unfolding to you the 
1 per- quiſite miſery which will moſt aſſuredly de- 
1a Wa roy me. EY 


Anna, hardly leſs affected than himſelf, however 
paying {W*membered both their ſituations. | 
* It; K 2 Engaged 


deareſt creature, this hand, perhaps held for the 
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Engaged to Cecilia, could he dare to approach 
her with the profeſſions of a paſſion inimical to her 
honour; was ſhe not free when he voluntarily 
ſubmitted to enter into that engagement! yet had 
be not obliged her to err her endeavours to tear 
him from memory ! pride and paſſion both 
called on her now in this arduous moment, (when 
her own heart was melting with tenderneſs, ſhe 
ſaw before her, almoſt ſpeechleſs with agony, the 
firſt, laſt, and only object of her love) to be reſo- 
ute! aſſuming, therefore, as much compoſure a: 
ingenuity, like hers, could put on, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
ſhould certainly go home, though (haughtily) ſhe 
would not trouble him for an eſcort ; Miſs Edwin 
had juſt left the room, in a ſituation which bad a 
i to all the” tenderneſs he ſeemed inclined to 
throw away on her. 

- Notwithſtanding all her endeavours, the mo- 
ment ſhe uttered: this ſentence, her pride, her rex 
_ fon, were too weak to ſupport her in a conflict ſo 
intereſting, her heart again ſunk, and her voice 
was left in the laſt, ſentence. 

 Heybert,. with a bow he meant ſhould e 
bis emotions, then let go her hand. 

She baſtily quitted the apartment, and throwing 
herſelf into her carriage, was carried home in a ſtate 
f mind neither to be conceived nor deſcribed; the 
fatal news had been confirmed in St. James 
. Square; and Mrs. Wellers, in great uneaſt ack, 
Weaited to ſee, or hear from Anna. 

Her dejected looks, and faint voice, hs 
Bestly into a rage; he wondered what poli 

ble end. it could. anſwer to ſend for her to ſuch 
icenes-*- 

dhe retired directly accompanied by "AE friend, 
in whoſe: boſom ſhe wept without communicating 
her ſorrœws; not that ſhe had any objection to un- 
veling her inmoſt thoughts. to that worthy: n 
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but the indelicacy of ſuffering her peace to be 


broke by a man, who had never made any efforts 


to obtain her hand, and who was engaged to ano- 
ther, reſtrained her. Mr. Manſel gently rapped 
at the door, and was admitted; the good man had 
long ſeen, with great pain, all was not at eaſe in 
the heart of his child, as he yet called her; he en- 
treated her to unboſom her grief to her friends, and 
led himſelf to the ſubject of young Herbert and his 
intended marriage. | „„ 
' Soon was Mrs. Wellers convinced that there the 
malady lay, but ſhe was much ſurprized at Mr. 
Manſel's mentioning his marriage with Mifs Edwin 
as an irrevocable engagement, for Collet had al- 
ways made her the confidant of what paſſed be- 


| tween him and Herbert, which ſhe had not re- 


peated to Anna, having given the Doctor her ho- 


nour not to do it, and never hearing Herbert's 


name mentioned, ſhe little ſuppoſed him of conſe- 


quence to the peace of her friend, whoſe ſilent an- 


guiſn now fully explained the ſource of her uneaſi- 
neſs; but as ſhe avoided anſwering their kind in- 
tetrogatories, and appeared uneaſy, they perſuaded 


ber to try to take ſome reſt, to which ſhe the more 
| readily conſented, as ſne wiſhed to be free from their- 


well-meatit though oficious enquiries. ' - 


CH A P. 
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Maſquerade Adventure concluded. 


/ 


Tu E moment Mrs. Wellers was alone with 
Mr. Manſel, ſhe revealed all ſhe knew of Herbert's 
attachment to Anna; he was not only ſurprized, 
but grieved, to find, from her account, two ſuch 
amiable young people, with no other obſtruction 
to their being completely happy, than what mere 
obedience to the will 01 others had raiſed, were 
likely to be miſerable in their ſeparation ; he well 
knew the inflexibility of the Edwins in points in 
which they conceived their honour to be concern- 
ed, and he as well knew the nice value Anna ſet 
on propriety and delicacy, thoſe were all againſt 
the moſt diſtant hope of the long concerted match 
being ſet aſide; and he foreſaw, he ſaid, with 
youth, beauty, rank, and riches, Lady Anna had 
not yet gone through all her days of probation; 
ſuch was the imperfect ſtate of all human bliſs, 
that as the affliction of a corrupted world led 
often to bleſſings, ſo its attainments were as often 
productive of ills, more painful to the human mind, 
than any of the train of common events, which daily 
and hourly viſit the poor and laborious part of the 
creation. 
Another meſſenger from Sir William brought 
a note, which requiring an anſwer, they were 
obliged to riſk diſturbing their friend. 
It was from Lady Edwin, again requeſting to ſee 
lady Anna, and dated Portman Square; 2 * 
| N 
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ſhe had read it through, Mrs. Herbert was an- 
nounced. _ e 

Her looks indicated terror and grief; ſne begged 
Anna, if it was poſſible for her to ſupport ſuch a 
ſcene, to go with her to Mr. Edwin's; he is dy- 
ing, ſaid ſhe, but declares he cannot leave the 
world, without ſeeing you; his paroxyſm from 
pain has been ſhort, till within this half hour; the 


mortification is already begun, and he lies free 


from thoſe agonies which might have affrighted 
you too much; for God's ſake, if you can bear it 
come. | | 

Anna wanted no farther intreaties, but Mrs. 
Wellers inſiſted on accompanying her there, and: 
Mr. Manſel begged to follow them. | 


When they arrived at Mr. Edwin's, a diſmal ſi- 


lence reigned through the whole houſe ; the hall,. 
which was hitherto filled with ill-governed foot- 
men and their aſſociates, was now wholly deſert- 
ed; the porter rung a bell, when Bates, with a 
countenance. of grief, uſhered them through the 
magnificent rooms into one in which Lady Edwin 
fat, with*her eyes half ſhut, in ſilent agony by the 
bed's fide, holding one hand of her beloved ſon, 
Sir William keen on the other; drops of ſor- 
row jb in quick ſucceſſion down his manl 


cheeks; Miſs Edwin and Patty behind Lady Ed- 


win's chair, againſt which their faces were both 


hid ; and on the bed, ſupporting the dying man, 


| and wiping the ſweat from off his forehead, ſat the 
elegant, but emaciated form of a lovely woman, 


whom Anna had never yet ſeen; two ſurgeons 
ſtood at a diſtance from the bed, venerating the 
grief of a virtuous pair, mourning their ſon cut off 
in the prime of youth, by the horrible conſequences 


of his On vices. 


When Anna approached the ſolemn ſcene of 
woe, Lady Edwin, with a look that went to her 


ſoul, 
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ſoul, extended to her the hand ſhe had at liberty, 
and graſping it a moment—unable to ſpeak—at 
length, looked at the lady who ſupported Edwin; 
ſhe underſtood her, and with a voice choaked with 
grief ſaid; | 
The lady is here, your couſin is come; will you 
not now ſpeak to her! come, my beloved Hugh, 
eaſe your dear heart „ 

He immediately looked up; a faint gleam of 
ſatisfaction ſhone out of his languid eyes, already 
dim with the approach of death; after a ſhort 
ſilence, in which he ſeemed to be recolleCting 


. himſelf: | 


Oh, Anna! ſaid he, with a bitter ſigh, is it thus 
after all my plots and ſchemes I now ſee thee |— 
yet, even now, I delight to look on thee ! it is a 
_ cordial to my departing ſpirit, that I ſee thee—in- 
nocent, and virtuous; I thank the God of mercy, 
who protected thee from my arts. Say, Anna, 
ſay couſin, can you forgive me? will you pardon 
the ils you know, and the many you do not know, 
J had contrived againſt the purity of an angel! 
ſpeak to me, and pray for me; the prayers of Puck 
2 a ſoul muſt be acceptable e 5 
Anna, whoſe heart never harboured anger be- 
ond the paſſing moment, kneeling at the feet of 
Lady Edwin by the bed ſide, ſolemnly aſſured him 
of her 2 forgiveneſs, and wept her concern 


Eee 


at the fatal event; ſhe ſolemnly promiſed, at his 


requeſt, to comfort his parents.  _ 

SA only, ſaid he, are worthy of the tenderneſs 
of ſuch hearts as theirs; be to them what I ought 
to have been. His ſiſter then caught his . 
Cecilia, he added, take the warning your brot 

ives you, be virtuous and be happy; feeling now 
the tears of his ſupporter drop on his face, oh, An- 


» 


Flas. ſaid he, I have not deſerved this tenderneſs 


rom you, do you forgive me too? 


Forgive 


| clergy 
f ſhock 
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ty, Forgive you! Edwin, anfwered the unh 

—at woman; do you forgive me? my unbounded love 
in; Wl drew you into my own ruin; had I not fallen, you 
rith might have been happy. | | TILA 


| rotect her, languidly looking at his father; and 

you again at Anna, adieu thou laſt-chearing object of 

ich, my thoughts, be in all thy ways bleſſed; then, as 
if on recollection, where is your Mr. Manſel? 


| of He is, anſwered Anna, with a pleaſed earneft- 
-ady nefs, in the houſe, will you ſee him? 

hort Ye! | | COAT 
ting She flew out of the room to fetch him, and then 


he defired to be left by all, but the lady and the 
| clergyman z they complied, each chooſing feparate 
apartments, except Cecilia, who was ſo much 


is a Wl ſhocked at the approach of mortality, ſhe would 
in not be left a moment alone. | | 

erey, A dead ſilence reigned through the houſe, which 
nna, in ten minutes was awfully interrupted by people 
rdon paſſing quick in Mr. Edwin's room, and that then 
now, again ſucceeded by a profound ſilence. 

vel! Mr. Manſel ſoon after entering Lady Edwin's 
fach apartment, ſhe knew all was over, and Mrs. Her- 

bert aſſiſted by him, then attending her; Anna 

r be- and Mrs. Wellers returned home, leaving the body 
et of to the care of young Herbert, from which ſad. re- 
| him mains the lady would not ſtir. e 4 Ot Ag 
acern The wretched Mrs. Mitford was accidentally : 
it his paſſmg in a hackney coach to her lodgings at 
8 Brompton, where ſhe lived, patiently waiting, in 
-rneſs Ia deep decline, the laſt great change; at the mo- 
ought ment the bleeding and expiring Edwin was carried 
eye; Moone, reſigned to her own fate, and at peace with 
hr Þ merciful God, this fight of a man ſhe had doted 
now Ia, was too much for * reaſon; grief and con- 
„An- ernation gave her ſtrength; ſhe ſtopped the coach 
erneſs Ind flew to him; his eyes, et lufire loſt in the 


approach of death, recognized her injured form; 


ceartly in life a widow, without a 
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his head ſunk on her boſom, and thoſe feelings of 
humanity and juſtice, which his diſſipated life had 
conquered, were now revived; he implored her 
forgiveneſs, who in this moment had no other con- 
ſolation, but that in death, ſhe ſhould not be di. 
vided from him, who ſhe had adored when living 
—ſhe accompanied him home. | 

This was no time for form or prejudice ; the pity 
Lady Edwin always felt for the unhappy Angelina 
was not leſſened, by ſeeing her weak efforts to ſup- 
port her dying ſon; ſhe invited her home, but the 
ſorrowing woman declined her kindneſs, ſhe: con- 
tinued with the corps till it was removed from the 
houſe, and in one month her own was, at her laſt 
requeſt, depoſited with it. | 


HA F. LAX 
| The Retroſpect. 


M RS. Corbet, who I have already introduced 
to my readers, was a voluptuary of faſhion, leit 
ide or principle 

to regulate her conduct; . and having been un- 
kindly uſed by her huſband, ſhe vowed never to 
marry again, which vow reached not the excluſion 
of modern gallantry ; in that ſhe had indulged till 
all the lovely attributes of the ſex were deſtroyed, 
modeſty was no more, and every ſenſe of delicacy 
loft in the conſtant gratification of vicious paſſions ; 
her own perſon was lovely, and being, from long 
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of practice, perfect miſtreſs of the art of pleaſing, her 


had intrigues were numerous, but as the heart had ſel- 
her dom its ſhare in them, they were conſequently of 
on- ſhort duration. | 8 
di- The day ſhe dined with Mrs. Edwin, in com- 
ing pany with her huſband, had been fatal to her peace, 


f and the indifference with which he received her ad- 
Pity vances, while it excited her anger, but increaſed 


lina her inclinations. Mr. Edwin was certainly an ob- 

ſup- ject to inſpire the ſoft paſſion, which was to this 

t the oe Ree 7 10 | 
lady, in the degree ſhe now felt it, as violent as 

8 00 new; ſhe perſevered, though with great difficulty, 

r- in her attacks; as he was ſo much devoted to 


gaming, little time was left for intrigue, and the 
groſſer appetites were gratified with more eaſe 
than gout; as to his ſerious deſires, when his 
inordinate love of play would ſuffer them to 
ariſe in his mind, they were ever pointed to Anna 
Manſel. 935 

But Mrs. Corbet was not accuſtomed to give up 
| a point on which her heart was ſet; ſhe ſent him 
| an anonymous challenge, which no young gay man 
would refuſe with the ſlighteſt regard to his repu- 
tation; they met, the lady was ſatisfied; one in- 
terview ſucceeded the other, and Mrs. Corbet's at- 
tachment increaſing with a rapidity ſhe had no wiſh . 


duced to repel, uniting treachery with cunning, ſhe form- 
1, left ed the Po of betraying to Mr. Edwin the ill con- 
nciple duct of his wife, in order to effect a ſeparation be- 
1 un- tween them, which would, ſhe flattered herſelf, ſe- 
ver to cure to her the legal poſſeſſion of the object on 
Auſion whom ſhe doated. 1 TTY 

ed till The fatal maſquerade was not the firſt or only 
royed, place from whence Mrs. Edwin had retired with 
licacy the Count. Mrs. Corbet well knew what would 
lions; happen, and having appointed him to mebt her 
n long there, ſet him to watch his wife the whole even- 


actice, ing, and at her inſtigation he had followed them to 


% 
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her houſe; there the unhappy pair were ſurprized, 
not as Mrs. Edwin ſaid fleeping, but in a ſituation 
ſufficiently provoking to a huſband. 

Mrs. Corbet, deperiding on the contempt ſhe 
knew Edwin felt for his wife, and unacquainted 
with, or not allowing for, the paſſionate warmth 
of his country, thought the law only would have 
been his reſource ; but the dreadful conſequence of 
her deceit to a woman ſhe called friend, and who 
had indeed been greatly influenced by her example, 
rendered her truly miſerable, in the loſs of the 
man ſhe loved, and that by her own contrivance, 
and left her in full poſſeſſion of the contempt and 
abhorrence of the world for her part in ſo deep a 
tragedy. 

Her houſe, from being thronged with a certain 
deſcription of people, who not having abſolutely 
found out, pretended to ſome degree N reputation, 
became deſerted ; and her fortune being too ſmall 
to ſupport it without ſome ſuch aſſiſtance, ſhe had 
often received from Mrs. Edwin, ſhe flew, loaded 
with ignominy and ſhame, a burthen to herſelf, and 
a diſgrace to her relations, friends ſhe had none, to 
the continent, where ſhe finiſhed her life in indi- 
gent obſcurity. 3 

Mrs. Edwin was ſo oþnoxious to Sir William 
and Lady Edwin, to who 
lated all that had happened, they deteſted her 


name, and Sir William infiſted on her being re- 


moved. 
Miſs Edwin, however, continued her firm ad- 


vocate. The feelings of that young lady ſeldom 


carried her out cf her dear ſelf. The death of her 


brother was very ſoon reconciled to her ideas; her 
proſpects were conſiderably enlarged by it, and the 
addition to her fortune of infinitely more conſe- 


: quence than the loſs of fifty brothers. 


Charles 


their unhappy ſon re- 


A = WM 4a: 205 


ed, Charles Herbert was now the undoubted heir to 
jon her father's eſtate, which was entailed by his grand- 
father on him, in failure of male iſſue from Sir 
ſhe WW William; her mother's, with all the perſonals, 
ted Wh would: be hers. A defire of mixing in the gay 
nth ſcenes ſhe! had reluctantly been torn from, returned 
ave with the power of enjoying them, when ſhe con- 
2 of feſſed her affection for Herbert; it was done with 
vho a view of conciliating the favour of her offended 
ple, parents, whoſe diſgult at the levity and imprudence 
the of her conduct threatened to fix her in a ſphere of 
ace, life ſhe: deteſted. As to the young man, ſhe had 
and once thought him amiable, but that was before her 
pa WE talle was poliſhed by a thorough knowledge of the 
great world; before ſhe had been taught to laugh 
tain at all ſacred engagements. Colonel Mendez had 
taught her many leſſons, beſides deſpiſing the lan- 
guage of truth; and fond as ſhe once was of him, 
no perſon hving could be leſs to her taſte now than 
Charles Herbert, 55 n 
But the knew her mother's folly in ſetting a 
value on every thing that correſponded with her old- 
| faſhioned notions that Sir William would not op- 
| poſe his lady in any thing; and that a match with 
| her couſin was always their hobby-horſe; beſides, 
| owning a paſſion for him went a great way towards 
clearing her from ſome unpleaſant reflections which 
had been ſpread concerning her connection with 
Mendez; then again ſhe dearly loved miſchief, and 
if not firſt in Herbert's affections, ſhe ſhould have 
the ſatisfaction of rendering his union impoſſible 
| with her, who was; ſince, if he declined the pro- 
poſal, as ſhe more than expected, he muſt either 
ſtay abroad under the diſgrace of his friends, or re- 
turn to what ſhe knew he would never ſubmit to, 
a ſervile dependence on people who conceived them- 
ſelves ill-uſed by him. 


But 
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But in thoſe conjectures ſhe was deceived ; for 
Herbert had left England in ſuch thorough con- 
viction of Anna's imprudence, which, though it 
had indeed been rendered ſomething doubtful in 
Collet's firſt letter, was brought to proof in his ſe- 
cond, he had given up every thought of her, but 
thoſe of regret and compaſſion. C 

His father's deplorable end, his increaſing obli- 
tions to the Edwins, their noble behaviour to his 
mother and ſiſter, with their parental care of him- 
ſelf, would have drawn from him, at their requiſi- 
tion, his life without a murmur ; when, indeed, 
Mrs. Herbert firſt hinted her with he ſhould marry 
his couſin, ſo much he diſliked the manners and 
conduct he had been witneſs to in that young lady, 
it appeared to him the much greater ſacrifice, and 
his anſwer to Mrs. Herbert conveyed a poſitive re- 
jection of the treaty. „„ | 

But when his mother, on whom he doted, came 
to plead to him the kindneſs of Sir William and La- 
dy Edwin, the deſtitute and defenceleſs ſtate ſhe 
and his ſiſter muſt be in if deſerted by them, the 
charge of ingratitude it would entail on them all to 
reject not only the offer but the earneſt deſire of 
both the lady and her friends, when ſhe con- 
jured him not to complete the wretchedneſs of his 


mother, and aſſured him all her hope of comfort in 


this life depended on his obliging her, when ſhe 
begged him to recal to his idea the many, many 
yu of her paſt life, in which miſery had darkened 

r days and reſt forſook her nights, and implored 
him not to let her now experience that from the 
darling of her ſoul, which would far exceed all ſhe 


had yet ſuffered ; and when he conſidered that the 
only woman he had yet ſeen, or indeed hoped to 


ſee, with whom his heart claimed alliance, was loſt 


to him, and that for ever, greatly as he diſliked Co- 
cilia, he could not prevail on himſelf to withhold. 
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the conſolation his dear mother demanded, and 
therefore impowered her to forward the affair, and 
ſay any thing ſhe pleaſed for him, promiſing to 
meet her in London as ſoon as ſhe wiſhed : he 


| likewiſe wrote to Sir William and Lady Edwin, 


and to their daughter, in terms conſiſtent with that 
engagement. | 
Cecilia had no idea of the matter's being ſo haſ- 
tily concluded; her deſign being to avert the ſen- 
tence of living in Wales; to teaze Herbert, and to 
amuſe herſelf ; however, as ſhe knew no remedy, 
and concluded ſhe ſhould be better able -to manage 


| him than her parents, thought it beſt to ſubmit with 


a grace to what ſhe then ſaw no hopes of avoiding. 

Herbert, by ſetting out for England, miſled 
Collet's laſt letter, giving an account of Anna's un- 
expected good fortune; and as Lady Edwin had 
not, in her firſt perturbation, informed Mrs. Her- 
bert of any of the particulars, only ſimply, that an 
heir was found to her brother's eſtate, it was impoſ- 
ſible he could know that heir was Miſs Manſel ; 


| what then were his feelings when, at the ſame mo- 


ment, he learned her rank and fortune? He was 
likewiſe convinced, ſhe had been injured in every 


| report circulated to her diſadvantage. 


Too late was juſtice done her character; his ho- 
nour was engaged; he had ſigned the contract, the 
deeds were engroſſing; and if that had not been 
the caſe, could he now dare to aſpire to a perſon 
of her rank, courted and careſſed by all the world, 


followed and admired as much for the beauty and 


accompliſhments every mouth. was full of, as for 
the eſtate ſhe was heireſs to? | bo 
not be. | | 
What then did prudence, reaſon, and honour 
dictate? To avoid her fight, to fly from the tempta- 
tions of gazing on her, and to decline all inter- 
courles, or even knowledge of her affairs; this was 
the leſſon hard neceſſity taught, and which he was 
4:6. + 75 reſolving 
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reſolving to put in practice, when the calamity in Sir 

William's family rendered an interview unavoidable, 
Anna Manſel, young, innocent, and amiable at 


Llandore, captivated his heart before he was ſenſi. 


ble of its danger, at the inflant he believed her en. 
gaged; his eyes dwelt inſenſibly on the attractive 
elegance of her perſon, his ſoul hung on the ac. 
cents of her lips, and his ſenſes were enraptured 
with the fafcmating charms of her converſation; 
to love her was a part of his nature he could not 
conquer; unconſcious of any deſign of injury to 
her, as unapprehenfive of danger to himſelf, he 
ſought not to explore the ſecret ſprings of feelings, 
that were no leſs new than delightful; it was 
enough, that to-morrow, and to-morrow, he ſhould 
ſee her; ſhe would liſten with pleaſure while he 
read a ſelected paſſage from a favourite author; 
ſhe- would again fing the ſong that had yeſterday 
charmed him; if they walked out, he ſhould de- 
corate her bofom, the ſeat of purity and truth, with 
a flower of his culling; if they converſed, he was 
ſure to find his own ſentiments endeared to his 
reafon by a recollection that they were hers ; but 
no farther thought ruffled the ſerenity of the pre- 
. ſent, or alarmed him with the apprehenſion tor the 
future, till Anna began to abſent herſelf from Llan- 
dore, and the day was fixed for her departure. 
'Fhen the pangs he felt revealed a fecret pregnant 
with deſpair and oy Ae reg ; her circumſtances 
ſo narrow, his own ſo dependant, his parents form- 


ing ſuch mow from his advancement in life, how 


could he difpenfe with the duty he owed them or 
anſwer to his own honour, any attempt to ſeduce 
the affections of an amiable young creature, from 
the perſon to whom he underſtood ſhe was en- 
„„ 


increaſe, and which had: not ſuffered abatement. 
4416405 | CHAP. 


We have ſeen the progreſs of his affection after 
their interview in London, which could not now 
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Old Habits ſoon reſume. 


d Mas. Edwin's guardian refuſing to receive her, 
ſhe was, for the preſent, removed to lodgings ; and 
Mr. Edwin ſent down in great ſtate to the family 
[vault for interment, attended by Herbert, who 
| carried with him Sir William's recommendations to 
be returned for the borough in the room of his de- 
| ceaſed father. | 


Lady Edwin, whoſe ſoul, though it felt, ſunk 


not under woes which are the common lot of man- 
kind, lamented more the degeneracy of her ſon than 
his death; conſtitutionally attached to the Dignity 
of her family, ſhe conſidered his early fate, though 
[it wrung all the mother in her ſoul, as a period to 
the immorality and extravagance of his actions; 
ſuch a life reflected diſgrace on the blood of the 
Treranions; had it been continued, the eſtate as 
well as name, as far as it depended on him, the 
one muſt have been branded with diſhonour, the 
other divided among fharpers. 


Anna was now literally the pride and hope of her 


aunt, in her ſhe delighted, and with her ſhe chiefly 
ſpent her time; for as to her daughter, ſhe had a 
lettled ill opinion of her principles; to deviate from 
the truth was in Lady Edwin's eſtimation, a prog- 
noſtic of the worſt kind; and Miſs Edwin minded 
not confirming ſuch deviations with the moſt ſolemn 


alfeyerations to carry her point. 
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Wearied by a vain oppoſition to her obſtinacy and 
ſoon hoping to ſee her married to Herbert, ſhe 
was again permitted to receive and pay her own yi. 
ſits, though under reſtrictions, which ſhe regarded 
not ; but indecent as it muſt appear, Mrs. Edwin 
was no ſooner recovered, and in her own houſe, 
than whenever Cecilia could eſcape the obſervation 
of her mother, they were inſeparable. 

The young widow, it is true, had the modeſt 
to keep at home; but though ſhe had loved the 
Count, her mind had no reſources within itſelf; to 
be alone was to her the moſt frightful ſolitude; and 
ſhut out by her imprudence from the moſt valuable 
part of ſociety, it required little pains to induce her 
to accept the company leaſt calculated to retrieve 
her loſt reputation, rather than be alone. 

Her large eſtate, and the great perſonal fortune 
ſettled on the heirs of a woman who was yet child 
leſs, rendered her a moſt intereſting object to an 
officer in the guards. Captain Melliſh, with the 
aſſiſtance of a handſome figure, and a competent 
degree of aſſurance, contrived to introduce himſelf 
in a moſt favourable light to Mrs. Edwin ; it was 
not ſeldom he there met Cecilia, and the ſtory of 
the Count and Mendez being too recent to be for- 
got, it furniſhed him with a hint of providing for a 
brother officer, who he accordingly introduced, 
and who as naturally fell deſperately in love with 
_ Miſs Edwin, as he had himſelf done with the young 
- widow. _ IT e 

Of this connection the family in Groſvenor ſquare 
were ignorant; but Mrs. Wellers and Lady Anna 
heard it from every quarter; it was circulated in 
the morning viſits, ſneered at after dinner, circum- 
ſtantially repeated at tea, and between the deals 
- ſpoke af at the card table of every genteel family in 

the vicinity of St. James's, excepting only at Sir 

William 


Williar 
where 

Mr. 
his ſeat 
Anna's 
judged 


tions, 
the chez 

Am! 
eſt enj 
found 
ineffic⸗ 
at eaſe 

It v 
his eff 


rows, 


| ones 0! 


bleſſin; 
all wo! 
ly pre 
health 
ſible fi 


indica 


ble to 
Mr. 


ber lod 
With E 
his me 


him, 


to viſt 


Suc 
Who. 


| him o 


curioſ 


the ſn 


dal fo 


inhab 


« BB NA 211 

William Edwin's and (while they were preſent,) 
where they viſited. | b 

Mr. Herbert being daily expected in town to take 

his ſeat, and the Edwin family detained only by 


Anna's affairs, which were nearly ſettled, it was 
judged moſt prudent to avoid adding to their afflic- 


tions, by hinting at an affair that ingroſſed ſo much | 


the chat of the town. 
Amidſt the ſplendour of riches, and in the high 

eſt enjoyment of all they could purchaſe, Anna 

found in her internal wretchedneſs, the fallacy and 


inefficacy of mere affluence, when the heart is not 
at eaſe. 


It was in vain the good Mr. Bently continued 


his efforts to divert her attention from her own ſor- 
rows, by adminiſtering relief to the leſs corroſive 


| ones of others; ſhe was the chearful giver, and the 


bleſſing of the faint-hearted followed her ſteps ; but 


all would not do ; the anguiſh of her mind not on- 
| ly preyed on her ſpirits, but viſibly injured her 


health 3 and though ſhe kept them as much as poſ- 
ible from her friends, had many complaints that 


indicated an early period to a life, not more valua- 


ble to her own circle, than to ſociety in general. 
Mr. Mordant was diſtracted at the alteration in 


ber looks; and Collet, who was no leſs a favourite 
with Bently for the honeſty of his principles than for 
| his medicinal ſkill, had a plain neat chariot given 
| him, with a pair of ſtrong black horſes, on purpoſe 
| to viſit her daily. | 


Such a rapid riſe in the fortune of an apothecary, 


| who did not poſſeſs faculties that would at all get ! 


him on in his own village, could not fail of exciting 


| curiolity ; and perhaps my reader will ſuſpect from 


the ſpecimen J have already given, ſome little ſcan- 
dal found its way into the ſurmiſes of the judicious 


inhabitants of Layton. 
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But no ſach thing happened. Had Mr. Colle 
been obliged, from unforeſeen loſſes, the decreaſe 
of his patients, the illiberal refleCtions, of his neigh. 


bours, or any other cauſe, to have laid down a cha- 


riot, inſtead of ſetting it up, it would have been a 
- moſt fortunate circumſtance, in that it would have 
furniſhed the ladies and gentlemen of the place 
with an occaſion of repeating every little folly of 
his life; it would have given 3 a pretence to ſit 
in judgment on all the errors he either had, or was 
faid to have committed; and finally, it would have 
offered a fine opportunity for them to diſplay the 
compaſſion of their natures by pitying the poor fel- 
low, and their penetration in having always thought 
what it would come to. 
In the preſent caſe his chariot 
Increaſed his practiſe; 
Improved his {kill ; 
Gave the ze ne ſgai quoi to his perſon ; 
| Brought him invitations to dinner ; | 
Introduced him to Mrs. Bibbins's tea-table ; 
And induced a lady that kept a boarding-ſchoo! 
in the town, with whom he had long been enx- 
moured, to make ſuch advances to the diffident apo- 
thecary, as opened his mouth, and gave Lady 
Anna an opportunity of conferring on them the 
honour of her preſence at their nuptials, which 
were celebrated at her houſe, with ſpecial licenſe, 
by Mr. Manſel, when Miſs Herbert did Mrs. Col- 
let the honour of ſtanding bridemaid. That after- 
noon brought to' Lady Anna a letter from Wilkin- 
fon, ineloſed in one to Mr. Manfel, both which he 
preſented to her ; ſhe immediately apologized to 
her company for the reſpect, ſhe ſaid, ſhe muſt 
ſnhew an old friend, and then read as follows: 
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To the Reverend David MANSEL. 


« Dear Sir, 


« THE abſence of our worthy paſtor from his 
« flock, though very decently ſupplied in point of 
« parochial duty, cannot be more ſenſibly felt by 


| © any one among them than myſelf ; when will 
| © our good rector return? is a queſtion conſtantly 
| © aſked of me; it is a queſtion I heartily with I 
„ could anſwer. | | 


Lou have been ſo good as to aſſign very kind 


| © and conſiderate reaſons for not letting me know 
| © the ſucceſs of your inquiries after Lady Anna 
| © Trevanion ; I have brought my mind to rejoice 
| © in the diſcovery ; I exult in the certainty of 

| © ing the lovelieſt and moſt amiable of women in 
| © a rank, where her example and merit will be 


ſee- 


e equally and conſpicuouſly beneficial to an admi- 


| cc ring world ; you ſay, when I can, from my heart, 
| © offer my congratulations on this event, you will 
| © lay them at the feet of your charming patroneſs; 


| © that time is now arrived; with reſpect to her my. 
„ chief happineſs is, that I had the penetration, to 


“ diſtinguiſh, to love, not indeed before the was 


e the object of adoration to all who knew her, 
but before one view could be attributed to me, 
| © but the pureſt affection. | 


«© The letter I have the honour to incloſe to her 

“ may expoſe me to cenſure as a vain man, but L 
e flatter myſelf ſtrong. proofs would be neceffary 
* to prove me a diſhoneſt one; if my requeſt is 
* honoured with Lady Anna's approbation, ſhe 
* will communicate it to you, Sir, and J will hope 
ce your good office on the ſubject it contains; if 
| a e oth - 


"> 
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&« not, ſhe will have the goodneſs to conceal the 
cc error of, dear Sir, 1 


c Your gratefully obliged, 8 « 1 
4 humble ſervant, | 


© EDwARD WILKINsS0N.” « He 


To Lady ANNA TREVANITION. « Th 


{ Incloſed in the foregoing. 7 
10 Madam, 3 . 1m 


e IF the crooked lines of this letter ſpeak any W« vou 
« other language than that of the moſt friendly con- i « { 
« gratulations on your reſtoration to that family, 
e and thoſe honours you was born to adorn, they 
“ do injuſtice to my feelings, ſince, ardent as were 
«© my wiſhes, they were ever damped by a preſen- 
© timent of your ſuperiority and my own unwor- 
© thineſs; and the diſcovery, that I was not miſ- 
& taken, though it was impoſſible for me to know 
c how, was what I rather expected than feared ; 
cc accept then, madam, from a heart, that, towards 
“ you, has never known guile, the ſincereſt con- 
bas ee penn ; and happy as you are in the poſſeſ- 
& ſion of every earthly bleſſing, forgive the farther 
6 boldneſs of one who would die to ſerve, or give 
c you pleaſure. -_ b | 
I am, madam, by the favour of my late friend, 
* Mr. Herbert, already in poſſeſhon of conſiderable 
& property, the produce of my ſhare in the iron 
« works my own induſtry has brought to be ſo be- 
* neficial'to the company. My lot is fixed ber 
1 85 « far 
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215 


« far from the — my inclinations would lead 
« me to, and here I muſt continue, at leaſt, for 
« ſome years, before the bleſſings of independence 
« will empower me to fix on any other reſidence. 
« T am formed for ſociety ; my heart wants a part- 
« ner; do you know in the number of your friends, 
« madam, one who would receive it, torn and 


« Herbert's laſt words to me were, 


« Remember my kindneſs to you,” 
« The injunction was needleſs. I can never for- 
(« get it. If vanity and my own wiſhes miſlead me, 


“Lady Anna Trevanion will pity, without expo- 
« ſing, the folly of her friend. | 

« I have thought, in the mild refulgent luſtre of 
« Miſs Herbert's eyes, I have ſeen ſhe inherited 
« her father's ſentiments ; if I am honoured with 


“J am miſtaken or not, but it is in your power to 


« filence me for ever, as my obedience to your 
* commands, my veneration. for your judgment, 
« with the hfe of, 
% Madam, 
« Your molt obedient, 
« And devoted,- 
« humble 1 


cc E, WILKINSON-” 


Miſs Herbert, whoſe curioſity —_ very ſtrongly 


xcited by the manner in which Mr. Manſel deli- 
ORFs | vered 


2 


cc 8 approbation, I ſhall certainly try, whether 


« and my reſpect for you, and yours, can end only 
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vered Wilkinſon's letter, as well as the eagerneſ; 
vWwith which it was peruſed, turned ſo fick before it 
was finiſhed, ſhe was ey; to quit the room; 
our heroine immediately followed her, and queſ- 
tioned her with 
her ſudden indiſpoſition; her evaſions, accompa- 
nied with glowing cheeks and conſcious glances 
from her eyes, at the letter, convinced Anna ſhe 
had the cauſe in her hand; however, ſhe forbore 
preſſing her farther, and was going, when Mis 
Herbert, gently detaining her hand ſaid, © dear 
« Lady Anna, anſwer me one queſtion ;” © 2 
& thouſand, my dear Patty; what would you 
«© know?” She again coloured deeply, and in a 
low voice hardly amounting to a whiſper, aſked, 
cc if Wilkinſon's generous difinterefted paſſion was 
es at haſt to be rewarded d? | 
ec J believe it is, my dear, anſwered Anna; 
«but not by me; there is his letter, I leave it for 
e your 
cc. ig ſickneſs ſhould be quite gone off, you will 
«© befo good as to return to the company.” 
The reader is by this time in poffeſſion of a fecret 
long kept, and carefully guarded in the bofom of 
Miſs Herbert; from her infancy up, ſhe beheld 
Wilkinſon with a partial regard; when he ad- 
dreſſed Anna at Llandore, ihe felt every uneaſineſs 
a perſon of her placid turn could be ſubject to, in 
ſuch a ſituation; but as he had never made the molt 
diſtant advances to her, ſhe kept from every crea- 
ture living the preference with which ſhe honoured 
him; and hers would, as moſt other hopeleſs pal- 
ſions are apt to do, have died away, without an) 
material injury to her health or ſpirits; but when, 
at the death of her father, Mrs. Herbert found in 
him the tender and reſf e ful ſolicitude of a ſon, as 
well as the unremitting attention, to her affairs, of a 
ſmeere friend; when the affection of a brother 1 
e | | adde 
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added to the reſpect he had ever ſhewn her, the 
gentle heart of Patty was irrevocably loſt, and gra- 


n; titude gave too great a ſanction to her * for 
el. him, for prudence to keep either within bounds; 
of ſhe gave a looſe to ſentiments ſo laudably founded; 
a- and Anna being now out of the reach of his addreſ- 
es ſes, indulged the moſt flattering hopes, that ſhe 
the ſhould be the next object of his choice. * 
"re The letter from him delivered with ſuch form by 
Liſs Mr. Manſel, ſhocked and alarmed her ; was Patty 
Car Herbert a queen, Wilkinſon-ſhould ſhare her crown; 
a and why might not worth, like his, be equally ac- 
ou ceptable to Lady Anna? thence ber agitation and 
na ſickneſs ; but left alone to read a letter, every line of 
ed, which, in her opinion, might have been penned by a 
Was Cicero, her tranſports were lively and ſincere. 

« Ah!” exclaimed ſhe, © my eyes were never 
na; « before in my favour] how often have I lamented 
for « their truant variation from the colour of the reſt 


„ if Eg my family, and envied Charles his fine dark 
will “ones? but now I would not change them, no 
© not for Lady Anna's.” With a light heart and 
pleaſed look, ſhe re-entered the drawing room, and 
reſtored, though rather reluctantly, the letter ſhe 
lo highly-prized. | | 

„ Well, my dear,” ſaid Lady Anna, archly, 
« is your queſtion anſwered ?“ Lord, what 
| © nonfenſe P? was the bluſhing anſwer. . 
Manſel gueſſed the ſubject, and gaily offered an 


cre!” Wager, he ſhould have the pleaſure of performing 
ured te ſacred ceremony again within a month. 
pal- “A month !“ repeated Patty; © no, indeed, 
an) Mr. Manſel.” | | | | 
ben, The laughter of the company reminded her the 
nd in lite oceaſion there was for her anſwering the good 
n, 7 man, as it explained to them what they would not 
„ 014 elſe have ſo ſoon ſuſpected, that ſhe was one of the 
. parties alluded to. After a day ſpent in harmony 
adde Vo. II. L and 
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and good humour, - they parted early on account 
of the bride and bridegroom's return to Layton. 


C H A k LXXXIV. 


More Family Pride. 


A N NA felt the higheſt pleaſure in the proſpect 
of ſeeing her friend happy: ſhe undertook to {et 


her down in Groſvenor ſquare, in order to ſound MW © me 
Mrs. Herbert and Lady Edwin; by the firſt, the WW her e 
offer was received with unaffected pleaſure. Wil- towar 


kinſon was the man in the world ſhe would chuſe WW afligh 
for Patty; the latter ſaid, © no objeCtion could be WW appeaz 
made to the man, but his origin muſt, from his peer o 
6 trade, have been very mean, and his family ſuch, W Treva: 
cc as it would be impoſſible for them to mix WF = 
cc with.” 3 . ] 
«© Oh,” anſwered Patty eagerly, “ he has told © ter 
cc mama and me a thouſand times, he had nt MW 1 
« a relation in the world.“ ines 1 
« Really,” ſaid Anna, ſurprized, „I little “ righ 
ce thought, at Llandore, there was fo great a ſimi-· M | 
® larity in our circumſtances 3 why may we not Bt © Tho 
C ſuppoſe,” continued ſhe to Lady Edwin, “ the Bf © at th 


e meanneſs of this worthy young man's bringing MW © men 
*« up, is owing to ſome particular misfortune in F011 
ce his family; he certainly poſſeſſes ſentiments and i “ Si 
cc principles that would do honour to the moſt ele. © houſ, 
« yated ſtation ; and as to his trade, how near was“ your 
being an apprentiee toa mantua-maker ?—Well,' WW © very 


returned Lady Edwin, * let him come up; and i 
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0 Patty —but I ſee no objeCtion will lay with her, 
© we will inquire into his connections.“ 

At this inſtant Herbert entered the room Anna 

roſe immediately, it was late, ſhe had an appoint- 
ment. 
« Nay, my dear,” ſaid Lady Edwin, © we have 
% another wedding to ſettle, you ſhall not go, you 
are now the principal of the Trevanion family, 
* it is proper you ſhould be conſulted.” | 

« Whol, madam ?” anſwered Anna, trembling 
violently 3 “ indeed I can't—I beg—you muſt par- 
don me, I can have no kind of right ;—I—in- 
« deed.” 

« Anna,” ſaid her aunt, interrupting her, “ you 
8 miſtake this matter; but if not ſo, pray oblige 
% me.” She was re- ſeated, hardly able to conceal 
her emotions; not daring to truſt her eyes 


towards Herbert, ſhe returned his bow to her with 
| aſlipht inclination of her head, which had more the 
| appearance of the ſtiff pride of Lady Edwin to a 
| peer of yeſterday, than the gentle elegance of Anna 


Trevanion. 


% Well, Charles,” ſaid Lady Edwin, “ we have 


« heard of your ſucceſs—have you ſeen my daugh- 
[ter 1” 


“I am juſt come > from her dreſſing-room.” 
„% You went to her firſt then; that was quite 
. but he is ever wrong, ſiſter ?” 

rs. Herbert's eyes gliſtened ; her ſon bowed. 


| « « arte continued Lady Edwin, &« the is pleafed 


{at the honour conferred on you by your country- 

men.“ 

I hope ſo,” was the anſwer. 

“ Sir William is a conſtant attendant at the 
25 © houſe. I ſhould imagine, Charles, you may do 

„ Jour duty by your conſtituents, without being ſo 

* very punctual.“—It would be his greateſt pride 
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and pleaſure to merit the approbation of his 
friends. | | 
« Oh had my dear unhappy Hugh but poſſeſſed 
« half your diſcretion, how ſhould J at this mo- 
ce ment exult, inſtead of mourning as I inceſſantly 
c muſt, not only the loſs of my fon, but of his 
& honour ? but let us avoid fo unpleafing a retro. 
ce ſpect; IJ have yet left the conſoling hope of ſeeing 
«© my daughter happy, of uniting her to a young 
c man, whoſe own honour and goodneſs will be 
« the beſt ſecurity for hers; and now we are alone, 
J will tell you how Sir William and I propoſe 
c you ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; he has given direction 
cc to put your father's family feat in complete order 
& and repair, which, together with the redeemed 
ec eſtate, will be immediately yours; that and ten 
« thouſand pounds ready money, will, we think 
© be a proper oY out for ſuch a young pair; and 
CC as Cecilia mow (ſighing) will, firſt and laſt be 
&« à great fortune, we ſhall make what additions to 
« your income an increaſe of family may render ne- 
cc ceflary to ſupport your rank in the world; at 
« Sir William's death, his eſtate comes to you, 
« as matter of right; as mine, which I inherit by 
« my grandmother's will, beſides all our perſo- 
6 nals, does to her. ge, 
©« You have often wondered ſiſter,” to Mrs. Her- 
bert, © at my chuſing to reſide at Dennis Place; 
« you ſee now, in the claims of my niece, a good 
te reaſon for it; it was the family refidence of my 
ec anceſtors on my mother's fide, and from my fa- 
ce ther's death I have always looked with expecta- 
ce tion to what has happened; but happy as I an 
© to reſign to Lady Anna her father's eſtate, i 
* might not have been ſo pleaſing to give up m 
© manſion, — forgive me, niece, I know what you 
cc would fay with that generous earneſtneſs in you! 
© countenance, but Lady Edwin could not * 
| 6 that 


CONCc« 
| fenſa 
atten 


KW N A =" 


« that from courteſy, to which ſhe had not a legal 
“ right.—I have taken care 'Trevanion Houſe, the 
« revered ſpot which has given birth to ſo many he- 
« roes, ſhould not wear the appearance of being 
« deſerted; but my home has always been at my 
« own palace; your mother, Charles, likes Llan- 


« dore, and Patty ſeems inclined to ſettle there 


“have you any objections to what I have ſaid ?” 
While Lady Edwin, with a ſolemnity inſpired 


with the recent calamity in her family, was thus 


lying down a plan no leſs generoufly than prudently 
concerted, betwixt Sir William and herſelf, the 
ſenſations of hex auditors were, though all earneſtly 
attentive, very different. Mrs. Herbert's were 
thoſe of grateful joy and maternal exultation, at the 


ſplendid change a few months had brought about in 


her fon's proſpects; tears of thankful piety ran down 
her cheek, and her whole ſoul bent in humble ac- 
knowledgments to God: ſhe was ready to cry out 


with the pſalmiſt, it is good for me that I have been 


ajitfted: 

Patty's heart expanded with fraternal affection, 
and it bounded in the happy ſtate of her own hopes; 
but Herbert ſat the image of deſpair. © You are 
too good, madam,” faid he, with a burſting 
heart and ſwimming eyes. Often had thoſe eyes 


| been ſeen melting with ſenſibility, overflowing with 


compaſſion ; and often had that heart throbbed at 
woes in which pity only gave him a ſhare ; now, 
for his own fate, he could have dropped tears of 


blood. There ſat in his view all he adored on _ 


earth, and he was liſtening to the particular terms 
of an engagement, from which he could not recede, 
and which muſt, by a voluntary act of his own, 
deprive him of her for ever. 
whatever they were, were ſoon, in ſome meaſure, 
diverted by Lady Edwin's thus addreſſing her: 


« And 
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“ And now, my dear niece,” ſaid ſhe, © I have 
« no concern in this world but for you ; how is it, 
that ſo many offers of the firſt rank have been 
« ſo peremptorily declined ? Sir William is perpe- 
6 tually courted for his intereſt with our charm. 
ing niece to make her election; I have never 
« ſpoke to you on the ſubject before, nor ſhould ! 
«© now, but my hopes, ſo exceedingly diſappointed 
here they were moſt ſanguine, in ſupport of 
© the honour of my ancient family, bid me 
“ look to you for their revival; a revival aCtuall 
c neceſſary to my exiſtence. Sir Howel Gwyn, 
«© of a houſe as reſpectable as our own, with 
« his original inheritance unalienated in any 
« part, paſſionately admires Lady Anna Treva- 
30 PEE 
Ah), madam, forbear,” interrupted Anna, in 


a faint voice, her ſpirits ſunk into a ſtate of nervous 


debility, “ urge not a _ in my condition; 1 


«never, no never, Will conſent to;“ and, perceiv- 


ing the ſurprize of Lady Edwin to be viſibly at- 
tended with diſpleaſure at ſuch a poſitive declara- 
tion of ſentiments ſo repugnant to her wiſhes, add- 
ed, “ did J not promiſe my couſin to be your com- 
4 forter? Are you not now diſpoſing of your 
« daughter? ſuffer me, my dear aunt, to be your 
Anna 'Trevanion ; why ſhould I be in ſuch haſte 
to part with a name fo lately aſſumed and ſo 
« highly valued ?” 


The concluſion of this ſpeech mollified the un- 


_ pleaſant beginning; it was addreſſed to the vulne- 

rable part of Lady Edwin, and could not fail of be- 
ing acceptable; it had indeed often ſtruck her, that 
a match for her niece might offer, not beneath her 
acceptance, either in blood or fortune, who, for 
the poſſeſſion of ſuch a deſirable woman with ſo 
large an eſtate, might conſent to take the name of 
Trevanion, and the value ſet on it by Anna was ſo 
5 flattering 


(e 


(6 


eſteem my friend Mr. Wilkinſon; 


. 223 


flattering to her wiſhes, that it brought tears of 
pleaſure into her eyes. 


She was not the only Ser ſon preſent ſo affected; 


Herbert (though certain ſhe could never be his) 


heard, with trembling anxiety, Lady Edwin's 
ſpeech of marriage to Anna, the never, no never, 
from the lips of her he adored with decided ear- 
neſtneſs revived his ſoul; and exceſs of pleaſure 
took the place which the pangs of deſpair had a 
moment before dreadfully filled. . 

Anna was ſuffered to retire before ſupper, 
though with great reluctance on the part of her 
friends, Who preſſed her ſtay. Comfortleſs and 
wretched, ſhe threw herſelf into her carriage, to 


which ſhe was attended by Herbert, the aid of 


whole trembling hand, in lence offered, was in 
ſilence rejected. 

At. her return home, anxious to carry her Alias 
out of herſelf, and notwithſtanding her own loſt 
happineſs, ſokcitous for that of her friends, ſhe 
wrote the following letter to Wilkinſon : 

« HOW many obligations have I to acknow- 


e ledge to my friend Mr. Wilkinſon ? how many 


« apologies are due to him, for my ſuffering any 
engagement to prevent my telling him, how ſen- 
ſible I am of his unwearied ſolicitude in my be- 
“ half, when almoſt friendleſs his kindneſs would 
have protected me from the diſtreſs I was fated 
to experience? 
6“ 'The affection you profeſſed for me, I ſhall | 
always eſteem an _ honour, and reflect on with 
pleaſure; no gratiſication can equal that of being 
diſtinguiſhed by a virtuous mind. 
«© have examined the circle of my friends; 
the eye you allude to, ſpeaks the language of 
truth and innocence, and you, I believe, un- 
“ derſtand it. I have prepared Lady Edwin to 
Mrs. Herbert 
« ig 


0 


* 
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« is only more partial to her own ſon. ] 
* cannot diſpenſe with receiving your gratulations 
« at fuch a diſtance, you muſt come, and let us 
© hear, if you can talk as well as you can 
“ write. % 

„ A. TREVANION.“ 


E HA . 


A Man of no Family. 


W ITHIN a week from the date of Lady 

Anna's letter, Wilkinſon arrived in town. He 
waited on her, and paid his unembarraſſed com- 
g on her ſituation; ſhe with pleaſure ob- 


Herved it, and expreſſed her high ſatisfaction at ſee- We 


ing him. Her viſits were leſs and leſs frequent in 
Groſvenor Square, and ſhe excuſed herſelf when- 
ever ſhe could from going there, but on this occa- 


ſion ſhe was reſolved to impoſe on herſelf a ſenſible 


mortification, to be of ſervice to her friends : ſhe 
therefore took him there in her vis-a-vis. Sir 
William, who always paid the higheſt deference 
to her judgment, on her very favourable .introduc- 
tion of Wilkinſon, gave his a conſent to his 


addreſſes, though Lady Edwin {till adhered to her 

- firſt opinion, that they ought to know more of his 

origin, before he was honoured with their general 
approbation. | 1 

| The young man, rather abaſhed at this objec- 

tion not put in the moſt delicate terms, after 4 

| 5 1957 little 
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little heſitation, told her his birth was meaner than 
perhaps ſhe had any idea of; for though he knew 
he had loſt his mother in child-birth, the woman 
of the houſe, a very poor one, could never tell 
whether ſhe had dropped out of the clouds, or 
ſprung out of the earth; but, however, he be- 
lieved he muſt ſubmit to the odium of paſſing for 
the illegitimate offspring of that mother. He add- 
ed, nobody ever appeared to claim kindred with 
her, which he preſumed would not have been the 
caſe, had ſhe not been very poor; he was, he ſaid, 
with a ſmothered agitation and a mixture of pride 
and indifference, ſent to a workhouſe, and from 
thence put apprentice to a whiteſmith. 

Anna's looks bore teſtimony to her feelings 
during this narration, and Patty was obliged to 
quit the room | Lady Edwin applauded his inge- 
nuity, and aſked, if the perſon was alive where his 
mother died? “ She was, madam,” anſwered he, 
careleſsly, “ a month ago; I paid her her annuity 
* then.” 

« You allow her one,” ſaid ſhe, much pleaſed. 

« A trifle, madam; that is her addreſs; I will 
© not, I afſure you, attempt to make any advan- 
« tage of your indulgence z; Mits Herbert left the 
room uneaſy, may I have the honour of aſking 
after her health ?”—He was ſhewn to her apart- 
ment, 

Wilkinſon's pride was yery much hurt at Lady 
Edwin's objeQtions, though he could not condemn 
the motive for making them; he had very high no- 
tions of honour, and kept to his word in his inter- 
view with Patty, contenting himſelf with common 


inquiries 3 juſt as he returned to Lady Edwin's 
dreſſing- room, Mr. Herbert and Cecilia entered; 


they had walked out, the morning being fine, to 
ſee their new carriage, with which Ceciha was, or 
ſaid ſhe was, ſo pleaſed, that ſhe very officiouſly 
| L 5 entered 


'226 3 N 2 P 


entered into a deſcription of it to Anna, who, il! 
diſpoſed for the ſubject, coolly left her, as ſoon as 
one moment's ceſſation of her volubility gave her an 
opportunity. 1 . 

Sick at heart, mortified, and diſpirited, ſhe ſent 
for Mr. Manſel and Mrs. Wellers into her library, 
and thus addreſſed them: 3 

U am going, my dear friends, to open to you 


« the anxious feelings of that heart which would 


© not have known concealment, had it been in its 
«© power to communicate joy of any kind; but its 
“ ſorrows, and thoſe only, would I have kept 
“ concealed from your knowledge. | 
« Your penetration, the intereſt you took in 
„ my happineſs, however, diſcovered me; you 
have long known the fource of that milery 
“ which muſt in the end, by its effects on my 
health, undermine every other comfort in which 
J abound; yet I wiſh to be directed, to be ad- 
c viſed; my reſolution abandons me when I have 
© moſt need of it, to be witneſs to thoſe nuptials 
„ will deſtroy; oh, where,” ſinking on Mrs. 
Wellers' boſom, can I fly from them, from 
« myſelf ?” EE 

Ibis addreſs accompanied with looks of anguiſh 
and deſpair from her, whoſe delight it was to chaſe 
affliction from every other heart, affected her 
friends exceedingly; “and why,” ſaid Mrs. Wel- 
lers, © muſt it take place at all? why ſhould two 
« ſuch minds, paired by the Almighty, be ſepa- 
'© rated? why muſt our dear Anna's peace be 
cc ſacrificed to mere form? and why muſt ſo 


«© amiable a young man be loſt to every enjoy- 


« ment of life? he is not leſs miſerable, nor leſs 
he to be pitied, than you 3 he adores you, my be- 
& loved friend.” 1 


e Ah! 
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« Ah! no, no,” anſwered Anna, ſhaking her 
head, the tears dropping off her cheeks on the 


friendly boſom of Mrs. Wellers. | 
This was too much for the retentive powers of 


that good woman; her promiſe of ſecrecy was no 


longer remembered; ſhe perſiſted in her aſſertion, | 
and recounted in proof of it, his following her to 
Dalton's, his correſpondence with Collet, his 
avowed love for her, which had been his firſt con- 
cern at the moment his misfortune obliged him to 
quit the kingdom, and which was only reſtrained 
by the unhappy concurrence of circumſtances that 
fixed, as a matter beyond doubt, her connection 
with Edwin. | 

This was news, indeed, to Anna; it flattered 


her pride, it gratified her love; ſhe no longer 


could reproach herſelf with being ſo fondly attach- 
ed to a man who returned it with indiiterence ; if 
her paſſion was hopeleſs, it was not unrequited; 
however, ſo many cruel reaſons combining, might 
enforce his conſent to an engagement, ſo neceſſary 
to the peace of the family, and conſiſtent with the 


gratitude and honour of his principles; it was ſome - 


conſolation to know {he was beloved by the object 
of her fond wiſhes; and that, however painful her 
ſenſations, his were no leſs ſo. 

Mrs. Wellers, eager to take ſome ſtep to ſave 
her young friend from deſpair, propoſed Manſel's: 
acquainting Herbert of the ill conduct of his wife 
elect, or ſhe would do it herſelf; but this was op- 
poſed by Anna with great reſolution and firmneſs ; 
it was a meaſure, ſhe ſaid, beneath her, and un- 
worthy of them ; it was derogatory to the honour 
of her ſex, and would lead to a conduct in Herbert 
which ſhe ſhould be the firſt: to condemn, / and the 
laſt to forgive; ſhe owned that the pleaſure it 
gave her to believe herſelf dear to him, was 
greatly leſſened by the-little ſhare of happineſs that 
. appeared... 
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appeared to await his marriage with Miſs Edwin; 
but that her own opinion was, Mr. Herbert was 
as much engaged to Cecilia by the law of honour, 
which ſhe truſted never would be infringed by 
her, or by her means, as if the nuptial benedic- 
tion had already paſſed; that, therefore, ſhe en- 
treated they would give her their words not to 
interfere in a matter of ſuch delicacy an dcon- 
ſequence. 1 ors 
Both Mr. Manſel and Mrs. Wellers' judgment 

coincided with hers; but it was not judgment, it 
vas ſenſibility and ſympathy that ſuggeſted the 
breaking Herbert's engagement; when cool rea- 
ſon reſumed. her place, the thing was impraQi- 
cable. 

The Bath ſcheme was again revived with ſuch 
warmth on the part of our heroine, that before 
they ſeparated, the day was fixed for their de- 
parture. 35 ry 


| \ 
HA F. LXXXVI. 


A Ramble in Kenſington Gardens. 


Taz next morning Wilkinſon got his old pen- 
ſioner to wait on Lady Edwin; ſhe was upwards 
of eighty, and very infirm, but her memory was 
unimparred ; ſhe ſaid, “ the mother of Wilkinſon 
“ came to her houſe after duſk, and took the only 
* room the could let; that ſhe was very ill the 
© three months ſhe was there; ſhe ſuſpected ſhe 
«© was poor, becauſe the uſed to ſell her things; 
s and when ſhe could not get any one 1 

Fe © them, 


40 


cc 


ever, her 
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them, the (the old woman) uſed to carry them 
to pawn; that ſhe was a very handſome young 


body, but had ſuch an odd way with her, thof 


ſhe could not ſay 'twas pride neither; but, how- 
good man often and often threatened 
to ax her all and how about herſelf ; but ſome 
how, or ſome how, they were both afear; and 
at laft, poor body, ſhe died; poor foul ! ſhe was 
wore to a ſkillet, and her auld man and 
her was like to come into a deal of trouble about 


it, for the pariſh had been mortal angry; but 
however, thank God, Neddy lived to pay them 


all their charges, and God be thanked, to take 
her old man, who was now blind, and her, off 
their hands.” | Re 

«© Well,” ſaid Lady Edwin, (pleaſed at the prin- 


ciples of pride as well as juſtice that had dictated 
to him the propriety of reimburſing the pariſh the 
expences they had been at for him, as well as ſup- 
porting the old couple) “ but is there nothing now 


10 
cc 


« 
40 
«c 


in your poſſeſſion belonging to the poor young 
woman? | . 

«© Why, yes,” anſwered ſhe, © here's a bit of 
glaſs, with a few pebbles round it, I cut off her 
poor neck when I laid her out; I nowed it was 
worth little, becauſe I ſould a ftay-hook for a 
ſervant body twice as big, and the filverſmith 
gave me but two ſhillings for it, whereof 1t coſt 
a pound; houſever, there's ſome ſort of letters 
on it, and ſo thot I'd keep it, and here (ſearch- 
ing an old huſwife where it was wrapped in 
twenty bits of paper) it is.” Joy flaſhed from 


Wilkinſon's eyes; this trinket, he cried, did not 
belong to a beggar. Lady Edwin examined it. Oh, 
let me ſee it, ſaid Patty, her eyes ſtreaming ; there 

are letters on it, which I fancy, my dear, you are 
too much affected to make out; give it me, ſaid 
Mrs. Heybert—It was a ſmall gold locket, with a 


a | chryſtal 


- Bs 
2, 


| 
{ 
. 


230 2AM. | 
chryſtal back ſet round with brilliant ſparks, and 


_ engraved in blue enamel P. G. 
Pray,“ ſaid Lady Edwin, „ how came the 


“ young man to be named Wilkinſon ?” 


“That's my name, madam, and pleaſe your 
«© honour; I nowed no other he had a better 
« right to.. 

Were they kin to you, Sir?” aſked Mrs, 
Herbert, her eyes ſuffuſed with tears. 
“ Beyond my power to return,” anſwered Wilk- 


inſon; “ their little houſe was my houſe, and my 


% a plate of pye and pudding I eat there, whic 
ce the good old ſoul uſed to * by for me, till it 


« was often mouldy.” . 


The old woman was difmiſſed without the 


locket, but the huſwife did not return empty ne- 


vertheleſs. 

The poſſibility of his belonging to ſomebody was 
very pleaſing to Lady Edwin, more eſpecially as it 
was eaſy to ſee Patty's affections were too firmly 
fixed to give much hope, had his circumſtances 


been as uncertain as his birth, ſhe would have been 
eaſi ET on to change its object, and Mrs. 


Herbert as well as Sir William approving Wilkin- 
ſon's offer, ſhe no longer oppoſed the general wiſh; 

her conſent once obtained, every thing elfe was 
ſoon ſettled, and it was agreed he ſhould go down 
to Llandore and get the caſtle ready to receive his 


bride, from whence he was to go to Dennis Place, 
where the Edwins, Mrs. Herbert, and Charles, 
were to meet him, and Mr. Manſel (being ap- 


prized of the time) Lady Edwin ſaid, would per- 
form the double ceremony. 

Of this happy concluſion he did not fail to ac- 
quaint our heroine. 
His news haſtened the preparations for the Bath 


excurſion, Anna poſitively declined all invitations to 


the . alledging her ill health as the reaſon, 
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The evening but one, previous to the time fixed 


for leaving London, Sir William, Lady Edwin, 


Mrs. and Miſs Herbert and Wilkinſon, ſupped 
with her, and her party conſiſting of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wellers, Mr. Mordant, Bently, and Manſel, they 
took leave that night, Charles being engaged, and 
Miſs Edwin at the Opera. 

The next morning being the laſt of their ſtay, 
Mrs. Wellers went home to give ſome directions to 
her people, when the weather being fine, her male 
friends out, and her own reflections the very worſt 


of company, reſtleſs alone, diffatisfied abroad, Anna 


ordered her carriage to Kenſington Gardens, a fa- 
vourite excurſion with her, and too early both in 
the year and day to be much frequented. _ 

Here the ſtill breeze that uſhered in the fineſt 
ſpring morning ever ſeen, the dead filence, the ſo- 
litude of thoſe delightful ſhades, brought to her re- 
collection the paſt, the never to be recalled happi- 
neſs ſhe had known at dear Llandore ; the innocent 
recreations, the rural paſtimes, the morning walk, 
the evening ramble ; © Oh,” ſaid ſhe, © that they 
« had never been !” 

'To baniſh thought, to avoid reflexions, Anna 
ſought retirement in Kenſington Gardens. 

Miſtaken Anna 

It is not in the haunts of ſolitude, in the ſequeſ⸗ 
tered walk, or ſhady grove, the heart feels reſpite 
from grief like thine. 

Love, when founded as hers was, on the appro- 
bation of uncontaminated innocence, finds ſtrong 
ſupport in every beauty of the creation; the region 
of ſilence is eloquence itſelf, and the deepeſt receſs 
of unfrequented woods, though 3 impervious to the 
light of heaven, but adds to the ſcorching pangs of 
hopeleſs love. 

Not here was Herbert to be forgot. 


- She ſtrolled on, loſt in a ſad but pleaſing retroſ- 
2 8 when a deep ſigh, which ſounded * at 2 
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ear, though it came from the other fide of a high 
thickſet hedge, made her ſtart, and ſhe immediate. 
ly recollected how imprudent it was in her to walk 
alone in a place where ſhe had not met a fingle 
creature 12 turned back, but was ſtill more 
alarmed at the footſteps of a man paſſing quick as 
it ſeemed before her in the other walk; but her 
fears of meeting improper company, ſoon gave wa 


to ſurprize, when ſhe ſaw throw himſelf on the 


bench ſhe muſt paſs, deep in thought, the object 
from whom her ideas never roved ; his fighs had 
pierced her ſoul; his penſive air, dejected looks, 
and pale countenance, were all ſymptoms too cor- 
reſpondent with her own to be diſregarded ; ſhe 
ſtopped irreſolute. The ſeat might eaſe the body, 
but it could not calm the mind of Herbert; he ſoon 
left it, and walked directly towards her. His per. 
ſon, it is true, approached, but his eyes bent to the 
earth, and his thoughts deeply engaged, he would 
have paſſed her, had ſhe not, by an involuntary 
motion, and a voice modulated with grief, articu- 


lated— Charles !—Hers was at all times the voice of 


ſenſibility | it was now moſt expreſſively ſo; it 
thrilled the ſoul of Herbert; his eyes were riveted 
on her face ſurchatged with tenderneſs; his tongue 
refuſed its function, but with action, that ſpoke 


eloquently the language of his heart, encouraged 
be 


ſoft addreſs, in filent agony he drew near, 
and took her paſſive hand. In a moment ſhe recol- 


lected her ſituation, and condemning herſelf for 
the liberty her own conduct authorized, withdrew 


it with a reſerved air, and coldly aſked him, how he 
came to chuſe ſuch a ſpot for his morning's amuſe- 
( 1 : | | 
Too much opprefled to anſwer in the fame ſtyle, 
and too intereſted to let the preſent moment eſcape 


bin = 
ae morning amuſements, madam,” ſaid be, 
e my evening diverſions, and my night reflections 


« are 
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Ugh « are the ſame ; nor buſinefs, company, nor retire- 
ate- « ment, afford me one moment's reſpite from mi- 
valk « fery.” 04 ©5146 
ngle The ſolemnity of his addreſs, the almoſt convul- 
1ore Ml five motion of his limbs, the faltering of his ſpeech, 
k as were all too ſtrong indications of his fincerity, had 
her Wl ſhe been difpoſed to doubt it—prudence, reaſon, 


way reſolution, all now forſook her—She ſaw before 


the her Charles Herbert, the victim of honour, the 
Jet figure of deſpair and what in that moment were 
had the ideas of her own grief to his? She trembled 
oks, in her turn ; the colour forſook her lips and cheeks 
cor- in one moment, but returned in a deeper glow the 
the next—ſhe heſitated, and at laſt ſtammered out 
ody, Wl ſomething of concern—of being ſorry—of one 
ſoon things would mend, while ſhe ſuffered him to lea 


per- ¶ her to the ſeat he had juſt quitted; when dropping 
) the on his knees, Oh, Anna!“ ſaid he, © dearer 


ould “ to my ſoul than the light of heaven, than the vital 
tary © air 1 breath, ow for the firſt and laſt time let 
ticu- Wl © the undone Herbert claim thy attention—hear 
ce of Wl © me but vow at thy feet the unalterable paſſion 
it WF © that at this inflant fills me with deſpair ;. that 


reted WF © from the moment I ſaw thee, engroffed all of 


ngue love, of adoration, it is my nature to feel: fl 
poke WF © me not,” as ſhe ſtruggled to leave him; “ what 
aged do you fear? Oh ! thy place of ſafety is near the 
near, heart of Herbert—forgive me, Anna, thofe 
ecol- W © frowns ſhould have been aſſumed when the voice 
f for WW © of pity called on Charles; ſeek not, amiable 
creature, to hide the compaſſion of your heart, 
nor in thoſe dear moments given by fate, pre- 
vent me, by your diſpleaſure, unburthening a 
heart that elfe will burſt.” _ | 55 
« If you with to detain me, Mr. Herbert,” the 
anſwered, more compoſed, © you muſt change your 


\ | | 
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 & was you a man; umd a married man, to be ſeen 
in this retired ſpot at my feet? 

« Oh ! would to God,” he returned with vehe- 
mence, © I had only the world's cenſure to combat 
but you wiſh me to riſe, lovelieſt of women 
“ See, I obey you; but for God's fake do not leave 
« me; only hear me, and circumſtanced as I am, 
1 will own it right to be baniſhed your fight for 
e eyer. 

Anna was reſeated, and in the attitude of ſerious 
attention; 2 on her with eager tenderneß, 
he continued: 

© Do you, or do you not know (Lady Anna Tre 
« vanion; and dearer, far dearer Anna Manſel 
£ ſhould be without diſguiſe) I adore you ?” 

«© How | Mr. Herbert, ſhould I know,” an- 
ſwered ſhe with ſome ſpirit, or ever ſuſpect 
e ſuch a thing ?” - 

Then if you do not already know it, let me 
% now tell you how I have loved, how followed, 
% and how doated on you! , 

Here,“ continued he (opening his waiſtcoa 
and producing the loſt breaſt-bow) hie has been 
© the companion of my melancholy hours; to zh 
1 I fly in rapture from the jewels, the pomp, the 

6 glare with which my hated nuptials are to be 

« graced” He then, with the perſuaſion of truth, 
and with the eloquence of true affection, repeated 
every occurrence that had fatally conſpired to draw 


him into his engagement with Cecilia, to which he. 


added a new initance of the amiable mind of his 
intended bride—he had on his knees implored her 
3 reject him had offered to make over to her, 0! 

uture huſband, his right to her father's eſtate 
ad confeſſed his heart was engaged. The un 
feeling woman anſwered, ſhe was once deficient in 
her duty, but would now be an obedient daughter 
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fate—ſolemnly deplored his exiſtence, -and prayed 
that the life of her he adored might be one continued 
ſcene of happineſs. 

The die was now caſt; ingenuous, open hearted, 
and generous, Anna's ſoul was on her lips, re- 
ſolutely determined to perſevere in giving him up— 
himſelf reſigned to his lot; no indelicacy could 
now, the thought, be imputed to her for revealing 


her ſentiments in accents which, to the raptured 


cars of Herbert, was the muſic of the ſpheres. She 
acknowledged her attachment to him, lamented the 
concurrent misfortunes, which, in the moment it 
was in her power to render them both happy, had 


| ers, ſeparated them; yet ſhe conjured him to 


call reaſon to his aid, to recollect the infinite obliga- 
tions himſelf and family were under to Sir William 
Edwin. As to herſelf, ſhe ſolemnly promiſed for his 


ſhe, her voice loſt in her emotions, “ we muſt 
« meet no more the moment that gives you to 
© a bride, takes me from my country for ever.” 

If exceſs of joy and grief, ſtruggling in one mind, 


| could annihilate the body, Herbert muſt have ex- 


pired. 

His Anna, the woman he 1 who he had 
not dared to hope thought of him with partiality, 
returned his paſſion in a ſtrain of modeſt rectified 
tenderneſs, owned her love, vowing to live and 
lament him in a ſtate of joyleſs celibacy; was it to 
be believed ? 


«© Talk not of the world, or of its cenſure, dear- 


eſt Anna,” ſaid he, throwing himſelf in a tranſ- 
port at her feet, © the univerſe ſhould not prevent 


* your grateful Herbert from thus thanking: his 


* Anna, his charming love let me for this one 
L 


* © hand to my throbbing heart. Oh, Anna |! there 
is one way—you talk of leaving your country, 


Fe let 


But Charles,” continued 


moment call you ſo—for one moment preſs this 
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4 let us go together, let us fly; whoſe feelings 
& ſhall we wound? not Cecilia's, for ſne 
„Hold, Sir,” interrupted Anna, riſing, © we 
6e ſhould wound the heart of Lady Cecilia, of your 
% mother, of every thinking being we ſhould 
4 give a mortal ſtab to our own characters; the 
« caufe of honour and of gratitude would ſuffer, 
© whenever our names were mentioned. Go, Sir, 
© (with indignation and a look that petrified poor 
Herbert) learn to reſpect Virtue—let her paths 
i be ever ſo thorny, they lead to peace. We ſepa- 
“rate for ever. Once you bid me remember your 
« parting words, they are engraved on my heart, 
« You then, believed me engaged—your honour bid 
< you tear yourſelf away—and what has Anna 
% 'Trevanion done to give you ſuch contemptible 
e ideas of her? Adieu, Mr. Herbert; forget this 
« interview, and be happy.“ 

The haſty ſteps ſhe was taking during this part 
of the converſation, ſoon brought her in view of her 
ſervants. Herbert followed One word only 
te and can you—” as ſhe quickened her pace, mo- 
tioning with her hand for him to go—* yet ſtay, 

s ſhe was leaving the garden half turning, 
„„ Well, Sir, what would you ſay ff? ““ 
* Are we then parting ?” | 

« Weare for ever.” 

« Farewel then for ever, and for ever“ 
and with a look of diſtraction he darted from her 
ſight—ſcarce able to ſtand, her ſervants aſſiſted her 
1nto the carriage. . 

«© Now I am eaſy,” ſaid Anna, burſting into 
tears, and ſhe returned home more eager for her 
Bath journey than ſhe had left it, before her troll 
in Kenſington gardens. 
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CH A P. LXXVII. 
An Accident. 


Mis. Wellers was in St. James's ſquare before 


| our heroine 3 ſhe found Mr. Mordant and Bently 
| with her, who, with Manſel, were lamenting the 
| decline of her health. The viſible traces of prief 


in her looks drew the particular attention of her un- 


cle. © My deareſt niece,” cried he, © what is it 


c that thus continually clouds your countenance ? 
“ Why is it always fo ſadly overcaſt ? I ſhall, 
© when we come from Bath, be quite ready to re- 
turn to Jamaica; but if J do not ſee an alteration 
« in you, how ſhall I prevail on myſelf to leave 
« you ?” uy 

The ſtarting tear that accompanied this kind in- 
quiry, ſpread its infection over all preſent ; their 
looks ſpoke a language of ſenſibility to which their 


tongue gave not utterance ; and the general ſadneſs 


of her friends was but ill calculated to raiſe the de- 
preſſed ſpirits of Anna; for although ſhe had been 
ſo unreſerved to Mrs. Wellers and Mr. Manſel, and 
ſo explicit to Herbert, there was ſomething too 
ſhocking to female delicacy, and too hunuhating to 
virgin pride, in any farther confeſſion of-the ſource 
of her melancholy. : de 


Had it been within the compaſs of human exer- 


tion to remove with honour the obſtacles to her 
wiſhes, it is moſt probable her confidence in the-in- 
dulgence of her uncle, and the tried friendſhip- of 


Mr. Bently, might have conquered the repugnance | 


every modeſt female feels to acknowledge a ſecret 
| paſſion, 
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paſſion, but in her caſe the obligations of friend. 
"ſhip, of honour, of 7 and blood, were 
ee when one of them would have been quite 
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ſufhcient, in ſuch a mind as Anna's, to baniſh every ing to 
idea of hope. As it could therefore anſwer no it WoL 
purpoſe but that of diſtreſſing her friends, ſhe light, 

_ waved the ſubject; and affecting eaſe her heart was to go 
a ſtranger to, propoſed beginning their journey to her fr 
Bath that afternoon : to the happy ſhe obſerved all As 
places were alike. | the f 
« Hwect girl,” ſobbed Bently, “ if thou ſhouldſt obje& 
not be happy, 1 ſhall be a lunatic a ſecond time !” to ſto 
Alarmed at this friendly menace, Anna flew to the whee 
good old man; and dropping on the hand he was leſs e 
extending towards her, tears of grateful love, pro- wife, 
miſed much more than it was in her power to per- diſtre 
form. 8 | TFK TG mucl 
Tis not in nature to conceive a more beautiful and t 
picture than the one at that inſtant exhibited in the Bent 
anxious friendly looks of the white-headed Bently; dy, h 
ſoothed by the gentle tenderneſs of the lovely Anna, was 

the ſcene grew too intereſting: Bently ran out of one 
the room, as he ſaid, to order the carriages; and foot. 
their baggage being before ready, Anna left Lon- W 
don, though in ſuch brilliant circumſtances, more ſhe 1 
internally wretched than when ſhe had before low 
parted from. the buſy ſpot unallied and unprovided fille 
for. Mrs. Wellers and Anna travelled in her poſt- accic 
chaiſe; Mr. Bently, Mordant, and Manſel, in the rece 
former's coach; and Polly Dalton, with Mrs. Wel- trou 
lers' maid, in Mr. Mordant's chaiſe. of d 
They ſet out out at fix, intending to ſleep at Salt reco 
Hill : Anna repoſed the moſt unlimited confidence inte 
in Mrs. Wellers ; ſhe repeated to her, during the « a 
ride, the interview with Herbert, and found fo 4 2 
much comfort in that good woman's ſympathetic bra 
tenderneſs, and by her efforts to inſpire her with « q 
patience and reſignation to the unavoidable evils of « ] 


this 
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this life, that when they got to Salt Hill our heroine 
had very little inclination to put a period to a con- 
verſation which was no leſs intereſting than ſooth- 
ing to her unquiet mind; ſhe therefore withed, if 
it would not fatigue her friends, as it was moon- 
light, and their ſuit too large to fear any danger, 
togo on to Reading ; her will was always that of 
her friends, and they proceeded on their journey. 

As the two ladies were too much taken up with 
the ſubject of their converſation to obſerve 
objects as they paſſed, the drivers not being ordered 
to ſtop, went rapidly by a coach which had loſt a 
wheel; but the gentlemen who followed being 
leſs engaged, ſtopped, and found a gentleman, his 
wife, two young ladies, and a maid ſervant in great 
diſtreſs; as the lady was not in a condition to bear 
much fatigue, being far advanced in her pregnancy, 
and the coach too much damaged to proceed, Mr. 
Bently very politely offered his carriage to the la- 
dy, her daughters, and the female attendant, which 
was thankfully accepted; and as they were within 
2 mile of Reading, the gentlemen followed on 
ot. wort . 

When our heroine alighted at the King's Arms, 
ſne wondered the coach did not immediately fol- 
low; ſoon, however, it appeared very differently 
filled from what ſhe expected; ſhe was told of the 


* 


accident, and immediately waited on the lady, who 


received her very politely, and apologized for the 
trouble ſhe had given, which had been the means 
of detaining the gentlemen ; ſhe was proceeding to 
recount the particulars, when a ſcream from Anna 
interrupted her. It is Mrs, Melmoth, cried ſhe, 
and this my is Eliza; her features are not altered, 
© and they are too dean to me to be forgot.“ Em- 
bracing them both, (How fat you are grown, my 
“ dear Madam? And how is dear Mr. Melmoth ? 
© Is this little Sophia *“ Yes, and Kitty too?“ 

CCC 


Mrs. Melmoth's cool reception of ber careſſes, 
as well as the very reſerved air with which both ſhe 
and her daughter received them, though it hurt 
Anna, may be very eaſily. accounted for; her 
growth, the alteration of her perſon, and the ap- 
pearance of affluence that had ſurrounded her, were 
cixcumſtances that could not poſſibly bring to Mrs, 
Melmoth's mind the poor, friendleſs, little orphan 
ſhe had diſcarded five years ago; yet the features 
Were familiar to her, and ſhe was trying at recollec- 
2 when Mr. Melmoth and Anna's friends en- 
tered. Tbs 
„ My dear,” ſaid Mrs. Melmoth, this lady 
« does Eliza and me the honour of recognizing us; 
« but I can't for my life recollect where I have ſeen 
« her.” Anna ſmiled ; the inquiries from the 
gentlemen of the health of Lady Anna after her 
journey, puzzled Mr. Melmoth ; but after a mo- 
ment's earneſt examination of her face, I cannot 
& be miſtaken,” ſaid he, * this muſt be our An- 
&« na; there is not ſuch another ſet of features in 
ec the world.” “ Yes my dear, my reſpected in- 
ce ſtructor,“ anſwered ſhe, turning her willing 
cheek to his ſalute, My ever dear benefactreſs, it 
&« is your Anna—Behold, Sir,“ to her uncle, 
e the firſt real friends of my youth. Oh ! my 
« Eliza, a hundred fold will 1 pay you for all 
&© the goodneſs of your parents. I cannot, indeed,” 
c ſhe continued, . .procure you a Mrs. Barlow, 
* but I wyl be your governeſs myſelf.— The leflons 
“IJ learnt from your papa, his daughter ſhall receive 
& from me.“ While thus in the grateful efluſions of 
her affectionate heart, ſhe was making profefſions 
which were as ſineere as natural, the gentlemen were 
exchanging civilities, and Mrs. Melmoth: ſoon under- 
ſtanding how amply it in was her power to perform 
her promiſes, and being in a ſituation that wanted 
a friend bad enough, that family congratulated her 

and each other, on this happy rencontre; all was 
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joy and harmony ; even Herbert was for the time 
forgot; they ſat up till the morning was far ad- 
vanced; and when they retired, our heroine en- 
joyed, what was very unuſual with her, a ſound and 
refreſhing fleep, from which ſhe did not awake till 
near noon. 

Mrs. Wellers felt little leſs pleaſure than the par- 


particularly grateful to her, from its happening at 
a period when the mind of her young friend ſtood 


her pleaſure at the effect it had on Anna rendered 
her a troubleſome gueſt at the inn; for if ſhe had 
been to rule, not a bell ſhould have rang or a foot- 
ſtep been heard to diſturb the ſweet flumber, in 
which ſhe found her friend. 

When they met at breakfaſt, the reſpect of the 
Melmoths was increaſed by having heard Mr. 
Mordant repeat the particulars of Anna's birth and 
rank. | 


Mr. Melmoth had a mind above the impreſſions 


of intereſt ; his love to his Pet could not be increaſed 
by her affluence, but it might by her improved ac- 


compliſhments, by the diſplay of thoſe ſentiments 
and principles he had, ſo much to his honour, 


taught her 22 years; and the ſelf-applauſe natu- 
rally refulting from the reflection of a laudable ac- 
tion, gave him ſuch a particular flow of ſpirits as 


Melmoth, though ſhe conſented with a good grace 
to what ſhe could not help, neverthelefs longed to 
igure away again, and was ready to worſhip Anna, 
by whoſe means ſhe promiſed herſelf that gratifica- 


ealumniators who had ſo unprovokedly injured her 
haracter. She attempted, though not without ſome 
onfufion, to apologiſe for her conduct at parting 
"th Anna, but her generous diſpoſition would not 

Vo“. II. "dM © - © .» 2000r 
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ties moſt concerned in this ay fon meeting; it was 


in ſuch need of being diverted from one object; and 
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diffuſed chearfulneſs to all the company—Mrs, - 


tion, as well as that of looking into confuſion, the baſe 
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ſuffer it—Indeed ſbe had long forgot, as far as related 
to any one but Lord Sutton and Frajan, every diſa- 
greeable part of that event, while their many aQts of 
kindneſs and affection were conſtantly recollected— 
She longed to make thoſe happy 20% had ſo largely 
contributed to hers, by giving her an education which 
enabled her to fill her elevated ſtation with ſuch 
credit to herſelf and delight to her friends. 
She had heardenough of their affairs to be certain 
they were not above pecuniary aid ; but her deli- 
cacy threw ſo many obſtacles in the way of her of- 
fering it-—ſhe at that moment conceived it a leſs 
difficult taſk to aſk a favour than to confer one. 
Embarraſſed by the generoſity of her own feel 
ings, it was long before ſhe could take courage to 
aſk to ſpeak with Mr. and Mrs. Melmoth alone ; nor 
was ſhe nearer getting over her diffidence from her 
being without any witneſs of the goodneſs of her 
heart. | | 3535 
- Mr. Melmoth, however, led to the wiſhed-for 
ſubject by remarking how very fortunate they had 
been in this meeting, as the chance of their return- 
ing to England had been determined by the wicked- 
neſs of old Mr. Aſhby, father-in-law to his ſiſter, 
who had a mortgage on his eſtate; and, notwith- 
ſtanding, for the laſt five years, they had lived with 
the utmoſt ceconomy, giving up the rents towards 
paying the arrears due (which he owned to be a ca- 
pital ſum) he had now given him notice of a fore- 
cloſure. Z 5 | 
Anna could then ſpeak---* Oh! Sir,” ſaid ihe, 
I have never felt the happineſs of riches ſo much 
cc as at this moment; permit me to advance you 
c the ſum that will make you eaſy Let the orphan 
de ho owes you more than worlds, be the humble 
„ means of felicity to thoſe whoſe goodneſs has 
& heen the ſource of benefits no money can repay- 
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This offer was too acceptable to Mr. Melmoth 


not to be received with pleaſure, and acknowledged 
— with gratitude He, however, conditioned to tranſ- 
ely act the matter with her uncle (that gentleman being 
ich a better judge of the ſecurity) and ſbe to have the 
uch ſole eſtabliſhment of Eliza. 

Her eagerneſs to ſerve Mr. Melmoth would not 
tain ſuffer her to delay a moment acquainting her friends 
leli- with his ſituation, and the ſteps ſhe wiſhed to take 
* of- —it was enough for Mr. Bently that Anna ſaid it— 

lels he had more money than he knew what to do with 


at his bankers—he would give his draft 1 imme 
feel- diately. 

ge to © Mr. Mordant would on no account give up the 
, nor Wl pleaſure of paying the debts of his niece, and Anna 
1 her decided the friendly conteſt, by deſiring Mr. Mor- 
F her dant to go with Mr. Melmoth to the Eodge, and beg- 
zing Bently to eſcort her to Bath, whither ſhe invi- 
.d-for I ted Mrs. Melmoth and her family to accompany her, 
y had and remain there till the Lodge was in order to re- 
turn- WM ceive her. | 
icked- This met the approbation of all parties, and the 
ſiſter, next morning they ſeparated on their different 
twith- tours; Mr. Bently's care out-travelled his fair com- 
d with panions—a large ready-furniſhed houſe being aired 

and ready to receive them. 


ME 8 


ane among them, finely gilt 
the hateful name of Sutton. IIl health and fatigue 
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c H AP. IXXXVIII. 
Anot ber Diſcovery. 


TB EY were ſoon ſettled, and as ſoon known; 


not a perſon of diſtinction at the Bath, but left a 


ticket at the door of the beautiful Welch heireſs--- 
her ſurprize and contempt were equally excited by 

ut and ornamented, with 
were very good reaſons for the ladies keeping houſe, 
and admitting no. company for the firſt two or 
three days; when Wilkinſon, calling in his way 
to Wales, was perſuaded to ſtay the day there; and 
s. Melmoth mtreated Anna (as they had now a 


AE. * 


beau) to walk out. 


. And pray, madam,” ſaid the good humoured 
Bently, * what do you make of Mr. Manſel and 
% me? Oh,” anſwered ſhe, gaily, “ a couple 
ce of good old women, who ſtand in need of pro- 
&« teCtors yourſelves ; my Eliza ſhall my care of 


«& you both.” 
Out they ſallied---Almoſt the firſt object that 


. ſtruck their eyes was Lord Sutton—“ Good hea- 


« vens !” cried Mrs. Melmoth, “ as I live and 
« breathe, there is Anna's old ſwain---Nay, nay, 
« don't be ſo alarmed, child; ſee, he has got 2 
“ bigger. woman by half than you.” Anna was 
ſtartled---The evils ſhe had ſuffered through his 


means had implanted in her mind an abhorrence 
| | mingled 
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mingled with fear, and though now ſafe from inſult 


of any kind in his power to offer, ſhe could not for- 


get how hoſtile to her peace he had ever been. 
Mrs. Melmoth and Mrs. Wellers both longed to 
mortify him, and joined in begging Anna to aſſiſt 
them; the former declaring ſhe would part with 
her little finger to have the triumph of mtroducing 


Lady Anna to him--She at ew 26 conſented, 


and they drew near an object al beneath con- 


tempt. 


The paſſion he had really felt for our heroine, 


and the diſappointment of all his hopes, had in- 
creaſed a bilious diſorder contracted in India, 


which, though kept under by dint of care and at- 


tention for many years, was now increaſed to a vi- 
olent and dangerous degree; which, with ſome 


other chronical complaints, the effect of his free 


living, gave prognoſtics ef a ſpeedy diffolution--- 
His ſkin, at all times reſembling more the walnut 
than the lily, was now changed to a dingy ſaffron 
the white of his hollow eyes was of the ſame hue, 
and the erect carriage of his body changed to a 
meagre ſtoop. On his arm-—Oh ! reader, pity 
eren him-—hung a tall, ſhowy woman of twenty- 
feven whoſe bold eye wandered in ſearch of prey 


from face to face of every male ſhe met, and when 


they were encountered by an acquaintance, which 
was at every third ſtep, the wanton tongue and leer- 
ing look, 8 painted to their contempt the 
dying wretch who ſupported her, and who, from 
his ſoul, hated as much as he feared her. 

_ His poor diſeaſed body, covered in May with 
furs, his ſhort breath, and hectic cough, formed n 
fad contraſt to the tawdry, flaunting, and expenſive 
trapping, the athletic ſtride, and {trong muſcular 
looks of his companion : to finiſh the group, ready 
to offer his obſequious arm, to ſmile at her wit, to 
echo her laugh, and to return her fly wink at his 
es | | patron 
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patron (at whoſe expence he now ſhone forth in a 
freſh ſuit of regimentals) followed Stevens, the 
humble toad-eater of the little great man. 

© Ah!“ ſaid Mrs. Melmoth, © for heaven's 
© ſake, dear Lady Anna, quicken your. pace; we 
„ ſhall loſe him at laſt; ah, unfortunate, ſee, he 
goes into that ſhop.” Bently comforted her with 
the information of its being Bulls Library, and that 
they might follow him: © Behold him,” continued 
the good old man, „hardly for an honeſt man, 


<«« paſt the prime of his days, bending double with 


“ infirmities, a burden to himſelf, an antidote to 
te the creature of his vices : no pitying friend, no 
“kind Anna, to ſooth and chear him in the dark 
* hour of pain, but a common proſtitute, and the 


s venal companion of his wickedneſs, a ſubaltern 


“ in his own dirty corps; who, by pimping and 
. «©. fawning, got a pair of colours, where it was a 
e ſcandal to ſerve :—how ghaſtly an image of ſin 
6c he looks l“ 0 | 
_  "Phey were by this time at the door of the ſhop : 
Mrs. Melmoth entered firſt ; Lord Sutton knew 
Mr. Melmoth was returned to England. Mr. Aſhby, 
a man not more famous for his riches, than for the 
infamous mode of acquiring them, had, in the at- 
fair of Melmoth Lodge, aCted as agent to the noble 
Lord, who impatiently waited the re-eſtabliſhment 
of his health, again to reviſit that delightful retreat, 


not, as formerly, to pay viſits, or to lay plots for 


the ſeduction of innocence, but to purchaſe it, as 
he ſaid, and, as Mrs. Aſhby hoped, to return it to 
the family. Cool enough, therefore, was his ſaluta- 
tion to Mrs Melmoth; he hoped her huſband was 


well, without looking off the pamphlet he was 
reading, or Charlotte Madan's vouchſafing to ac- 


company her glance with a bend of the knee; the 


man of the ſhop, however, knew the Trevanion 
livery, and, in a great buſtle, told his lordſhip, 
| LR HEE Lady 
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Lady Ami Trevanion, the greateſt beauty, and 
the greateſt fortune in the place, was coming in. 
Diſappointment and illneſs, which had reduced 
him to a ſkeleton, had not yet killed his vanity ; his 
moſt pleaſing looks were called forth, and he aroſe 
at her entrance. 

A ſpectre could not have ſtruck him with more 
aſtoniſhment: his friend Dalton had not again 
tempted his anger, with any farther account o the 
fugitive Anna; and he had given her up with a re- 


luctance that had actually injured his health; and 


a complication of diſordors had ſince fully employed 
his time. 


Deſerted by thoſe gay companions with whom 


he delighted to mix, when well, but who ever fly 
from fickneſs and misfortune, fe had been, while 
in London, ſhut up with Villars and the low-bred 
Stevens; the latter, alike ignorant of men and 
manners in genteel life, amuſed him with anec- 
dotes out of the ſcandalous chronicle, laughed at 
his wit, and, for the thouſandth time, applauded 
his Afiatic exploits : : it was therefore unlikely, 


public and much talked of as her hiſtory was, 


it ſhould reach him; how then could he expect to 
meet in the celebrated heireſs, the poor girl, 
whom he had robbed of her friends in ſo cruel a 
manner. 

His firſt emotions were thoſe of joy at meetin 
her; but when he ſaw how ſurrounded with friends, 
who loved and reſpected her, abounding with the 
wealth, he had but lately found would nc do every 
thing, and inheriting, in her own natural right, 
that rank and title ſo ineſtimable in his eyes, and 
for which he deemed no ſacrifice an equivalent, the 
ſhame and mortification was too much even for him. 
He was making toward the door, when another 


face more appalling to him than hers, met his eyes: 
it was Wilkinſon ; who, Ivan begged. to 
have. 
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have the honour of reminding his Lordſhip of their 
laſt converſation; in which he had told him, he 
would not let him reſt till juſtice was done to the 
injured character of Anna Manſel. He told him, the 
providence cf heaven had anticipated the amends he 
demanded, which was that of manifeſting her in- 
nocence; and the ſame power would now have the 
effect of expoſing his guilt in this world, previous 
to the grand reckoning in the next. 1 24 

„ Who, ſaid Bently, eagerly, to Mrs. Wellers, 
© 3s this young man 7” A Welch acquaintance of 
i Manſel's,“ anſwered ſhe, and a fine ſpirited 
« fellow he is.”---Wilkinſon continued, 


« When I behold that decayed frame, convulſed, 


c as it now 18, with guilt, - that countenance, 
« where the traits of evil aCtions ſo ſtrongly coun- 
te teract the indulgencies wrinkled infirmity would 
ec elfe beſpeak,—thoſe hoary locks, vainly to tured 
« to conceal the whiteneſs, which, in virtuous age, 
«© would claim reſpect, I feel a ſoftneſs riſing into 
e pity, for the defaced image of God ;---but when 
I turn my eye to that ſweet flower,---when I con- 


« ſider it is to a ſucceſſion of miraculous events we 


„ now owe her eſcape from your infernal arts; 
* that her lovely perſon has not been contamina- 
c ted; that her countenance, where the hand of na- 
&© ture has ſo legibly wrote angel, is not robbed of 
its moſt attractive graces, innocence and modeſ- 
« ty; that her mind, where benevolence, purity, and 
«© every female excellence reſide, is not corrupted, 
and hat by a wretch, who is as much from per- 
% ſonal, as mental demerits, an antidote to women 
© of common decency ; pity is no more; indigna- 
« tion uſurps its place. The day of reckoning, as 
c to this world, is at hand. Here by the moſt 
% lucky accident are ali the parties but one, who 
« has for the preſent eſcaped, who durſt accuſe 
« that lady.---You, Madam,” to Mrs. Melmoth, 
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are called on, by the laws of honour and juſtice, 
« to expoſe this diſgrace of nobility.” 
Let me paſs, ſcoundrel,” ſaid Lord Sutton, in 
a fury—“ Stevens, make away.“ 
If Stevens ſtirs, my Lord,” anſwered Wil- 
kmſon coolly, “ he goes over theſe balluſtrades.” 
„% What, do you mean to murder me, villain ?” 
The company now interpoſed.—Mrs. Melmoth 
was now vexed ſhe had urged this interview ; and 
Anna, who knew not, in her own practice, what 


revenge was, 


ſhe was the offended perſon. 
« Pardon me, Lady Anna,” ſaid the reſolute 
young man, © as being the repreſentative of beauty, 
"« innocence and virtue, you are offended ; but Tt 
c 1s thoſe divine attributes themſelves hat man has 
« injured. His whole life has been one continued 
« ſcene of outrage to one or other of them :—1 
cannot mean to hurt his crazy perſon, but ſee 
« you not, it is his ſoul that ſhakes ? Come, my 


« Lord, be ſeated.” 
watch, and ſhew1 


Here,” drawing 
it to him, one half hour 


begged Wilkinſon to let him gd; Taid 


out his 


© will---I wiſh to hold. converſe with ydu.“ He 
was proceeding, when, to the utter amazement of 


the compan 
man of the ſhop fortunate 
to prevent his fall. 


The ladies were alarmed, and 


„ the noble Lord fainted away, 
ly catching him an time 


Charlotte abu ve, 


the 


not that The cared a pin for the ſituation of her n- 
ble keeper, but the Hadan inveterate hatred ro mo- 
deſty ; # excited her ire wherever the met it, and 


the never miſſed an 
umiable· Mſpofition. 


Prom her, and from her appenrande, 


opportunity of neftif yang xhis 
"the gentle 


ſoul ef Anmfhrutk with Abhorrende; antl Bantly, 
tiking held of Wilkinſon's arm, aid, “ be mur 
e ful, young man; there iis in your Caunrenmaner 


hat iſtiocks that mont 
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our virtuous indignation can utter. I am my- 


£ ek ſcarce reeovered from a fit of horror at your 


voice and looks; he, I am ſure, can bear nei- 

c ther. See, he revives. Suffer him to depart 
„„ whither fate and his own inclination leads him; 
his teſtimony in her favour is an inſult to Lady | 
« Anna. Let him go.” 

« You are at liberty to depart, my Lord,” ſaid 
Lady Anna; © I forgive you.---You are indiſ- 

© poſed. I am ſorry we came in.” 

Without attending to her, his eyes fixed on Wil. 
kinſon, he told him he was ready, he was prepared 
for the half hour, and requeſted him to come near 
him. I will hear,” he continued, “ all you have 
« to ſay, when you have gratified me in one point 

« —let me ſee your watch.” 

“ Ah, my Lord, you ſhall hold it, 10 you 

« pleaſe.” 

He took it in His 8 trembling violently, and, 
looking on the locket which was faſtened to the 
chain, and on Wilkinſon, alternately, the tears 
rolling down his cheeks, at length, with ſighs and 
groans he could not now reſtrain, . 

66 This trinket, I need not aſk 1 know, I 
&« feel, it was thy mother's ; and thou wilt, in thy 
„turn, feel horror, when thou art told thou art 
his voice ſinking into a faint whiſper, „ny on.” 

Amazement kept all dumb but Bently, whoſe 
Gghs, though leſs audible, were bitter, and who, 
with his ſpread hand on his boſom, ſeemed wait- 
ing the event, in agitation not to be deſcribed. 

"Anna went to him, and, ſuppoſing him af- 
feed; as they all were at what was paſſing, the 
unhappy malady he had been afflicted with always 
in her thoughts, when ſhe ſaw him unuſually 
moved, —ſhe begged him to retire into an adjoining 
room with her 22 did ſo, and there, ſupported 
* has: charming; dens f en, he gave vent to the 
* 2233 3 WY pr” option 
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oppreſſion on his heart; and, (in a voice ſcarce 
articulate from his agitation) told her, Wilkinſon's 
mother was his wite | Anna Rarted with ſurprize 
and Nee. 64 

6 Oh ! too ſure, 8 he ſhe was | Claes: 


ruined, and abandoned by this villain [—Where, 


« Oh! i ORR: what obſcure corner of the earth 
c 


- 


* 


* 


0 


La, 


r proof of baſeneſs,—and your avoiding him of in- 


“ nocence. Dear, il-fated:wife of my ſoul but 


let me not think of her. 


1 


8 - 


0 


A 


« get her.” 


Anna wept in perfect agony at this W of 


grief in a friend ſhe now more than ever revered ; 


ſhe perſuaded him to go no more into the preſence: 
of a man, who had ſo deeply injured him; he, indeed, 
deterred as much by his own principles, which | 
held duelling but as murder palliated, as by the 
pitiable ſtate in which he was, which took away: 
every thought of revenge, wiſhed not ever more to 


behold the wretch, who, in return for his friend- 


{hip and; hoſpitality, had ruined. his peace, and 
rabbed him of every earthly happineſs ;. he there- 


fore went out at a fide door, telling Anna, at part- 


ing, that as now. in her ſweet ſociety, and in her 
promiſe of never driving from her preſence an old 
man that loved her, he promiſed himſelf ſome few. : 
days of peace; and though Wilkinſon was the ſon 
of a villain, be was alſo the: offsprin ag of his loſt Ca- 
to be better 
known to him; wy would chuſg it ſhould be, in his 
own name and character.“ You will therefore, 
8 ROY; Agnes. added be, cc aunounce me to your 


* friends 1 


roline, and he might, in- time, wi 


did ſhe finiſh her wretched being ?—lIt was in 
her fate IJ felt my Anna's, Her cataſtrophe made 
«© me tremble for thine, His name was a ſufficient . 


& Her voice {till vibrates on my AT ear; ar; 
ſtill melting there, and with voluptuous ſweet- 
neſs, thrilling through my heart. —Oh ! to for- | 
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« friends oy my real name, which is Summers 
«© The caule for changing it will reveal itſelf,” 


When ſhe returned to the c ny, another af- 


feng ſcene preſented itſelf. Wilkinfon was at. 


that time bending his knee to Sutton, whoſe looks 
betrayed how little his conſcience told him he me- 
_ reſpect, though, from his own ſon ; the time 
was approaching, of which his feelings gave him 
bit a melancholy preſage, when art, plauſibility, 
or even riches, would not avail. 
A martyr to difeaſe, uneonnected with any of 
thoſe bleſſed ties that, in ſoft ſympathy and reſpect- 
ful love, can ſooth the ſtern approach of death 
drawing near to that omnipotent being, whoſe 
commands had all been broke, but from whoſe 
awful ſentence of retribution his ſoul ſhrank with 
terror, he had vainly varied the ſcene from place 
to place. 
He had in a paroxyſin 'of rage turned ide unof- 
fending Villars out of his houſe, to which, though 
in poverty, and experiencing the reverſe of fate, 
which, in her unenviable ſituation, is fure to be the 
object of triumph to the world, ſhe refuſed to re- 
turn 3 but though he could th us brutally hector 
ver this poor woman, e caſe was the more 
pitiable as her heart had neither ſhared in either 
che ſin or fhowof her ſituation, he wanted fpirit to 
he maſterfhip of his own houfe at Bach, 


3 where "a wretch, whoſe exiſtence was a fcandal to 


lived in fplendour; making the man who 
ker the common theme of her mirth 


— her aberndoned uffociates: for this reaſon hie 
th, though adviſed as the 


put off his ne tw 
only remedy, s ulmoſt unable to perform 
the jonrne ; ut laſt, under the protection of 


| This 


Stevens, . Ne had venrured to approach his own 
hwufe. ; 


- - · ES. 
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This conſequential perſon was the ſon of a fiſher- 
man, who had been ſent a cadet to India, by the 


intereſt of a handſome houſemaid (his relation) to a 


DireCtor, and who by implicitly obeying the private 
as well as public commands of his then Colonel, had 
obtained from him a lieutenant's cottmillion, and 
was further honoured with being his conſtant and 
only companion. 

It happened very unfortunately for this perſon, 
that his going to India was trot fixed on earlier, as 
Lord Sutton left that part of the world within two 

ars after his arrival there; ſo that it was only in 


that juſt diſtinguiſher of merit's power to put im 


over the heads of a ſcore or two of young men of 
ſome pretenſions; weak ones indeed, it muſt be 
confeſſed, ſuch as melting under the torrid zone, 
from their infancy, warring with infidels, and lo- 


ing their blood in the company's fervice; trifles of 


ſmall importance in comparifon with the intereſt of 

a great man; and wholly difregarded, till the Co- 
lonel left the country, when his ſucceſſor, although 
he had ſtrongly recommended Stevens, not feeing 
with his eyes, and having no occaſion for the pri- 
Vitte ſervices of fo clever a fellow, was, unden - 
nately for bim, of opinion he had already 2 ACE, 
higher in rank than he could ever merit, andy 0 


4 


a promotion in his idea 1 Mets, 
always good tt a hint, 2 hes his a and - 
contrived to render himſelf as neceffary Lord 
Sutton in England, as he had been to 'Colojiel Gor- 
get in India. . 7 
But the /irſtetyiew with Winton, and that 
young man's fonife and ſpirit, che genuine emblems 
of the honour and Tectitudle Of his prochle oh 1 7 55 
a ne- ſcene; it gave Lord Sutton 1 
of his own *% a deſirable con 
heuvy houts, © am eligible protection from 


ion os "ke 


as infults 
to 
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to which his infirm ſtate ſubjected a man whom no- 


body eſteemed, and an opportunity of appeaſing the 
unccaſing torments of his conſcience, by making 


ſome reparation for his cruelty to the woman he 
had dettroyed in acting kindly to her fon. But 


from what had paſſed, he actually feared to offer 


Wilkinſon his protection, concluding that the diſ- 
covery of his conſanguinity, by revealing the inju- 
ries of his mother, muſt impreſs him with ſen- 
timents of hatred and contempt for the author of 
them, 

Strong, indeed, were the conflicts ; in the babes of 
his ſon; it was not without great repugnance he 
could prevail on himſelf to bend his knee to a man 
his heart was inured to abhor ; but the agitation, 
the emaciated figure, the fond expreſſion of my ſon, 
my ſon, repeated in faint and faultering accents by a 
parent who looked as if quitting the world, ſoftened 
and affected the noble-minded Wilkinſon ; tie was 
in the attitude of kneeling. when Anna entered the 
room. 

Lord Sutton attempted to 105 when he ſaw. "i 
but his weakneſs prevented that mark of reſpect ; he 
beſought her forgiveneſs, which he hoped the happy 
diſcovery of his ſon, | who he would amply reward 
for his friendſhip to her, would induce her to grant; 
and that an event ſo very remarkable, might be the 
means of a general pardon; to accelerate which, 
he would voluntarily do her the juſtice that had 
been demanded, and immediately related, without 
any other reſerve than what was due to dear ſelf, 
iving the credit of the villany to his confederate 
Frajan, all the ſchemes; concerted. between them 
to draw. her 1 into his / 8% avowing his full inten- 
tion, when ſhe; left, ayton,. to make. her every ho- 
- nourable amends in his power. Ie congratulated 
her on. her preſent rank, which was, briefly, hinted 
to him: and. being, as able 25 willing to make 
Es | atonement 
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atonement for the errors of his conduct, he en- 
treated it might be no more remembered. 


Anna, for the firſt time in her life, felt herſelf 


-obdurate to the pleas of penitence. Atonement ! | 


ſhe repeated to herſelf, what atonement can be 
made to our generous Summers? what vere the 
pangs of Lord Sutton to his ? how can he ever for- 
give the wretch by whoſe baſeneſs he was firſt de- 
prived of his wife's honour and then of his reaſon ? 
ſhe had yet before her the venerable old man ſtrug- 
gling with his ſorrow :—with that impreſſion on 
her mind, ſhe turned from Sutton with unaffected 
contempt and diſguſt. 


Mrs. Wellers, glad to ſee the proſpect that open- 


ed for Wilkinſon, and knowing the natural ſweet -- 
neſs of Anna's diſpoſition, ſaw her with wonder 
turn unmoved by the voice of repentance. Wilkin- 


ſon followed her retreating ſteps 


(0 
cc 


0 


« Will you 
not, Lady Anna,” faid he, © forgive my Fa- 
N 

« For me, Sir,“ e he, « to forgive his 
unproſperous iniquity, is eaſy; and he will, I 
preſume, make Mrs. Melmoth amends for his 
ungrateful return to her goodneſs and hoſpita- 
lity. On you, Sir, who are his acknowledged 
ſon, he has the moſt ſacred claims; but there is 
one from whom I am juſt parted, with the 
barbed arrow deep in his heart, from whence no 
conceſſion, no repentance, no act of kindneſs 


can extract it; His anguiſh. muſt, I fear, my 


Lord, embitter your days, however happy ſuch 
8 * and the revived attention of ſuch 
friends (looking at Mrs. | Melmoth) * e 
you.“ 

The friends of 3 were as much at a loſs a8 


the guilty Lord; they could by no means develope 
her en Obſerving the curiolity ſhe excited, 
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«© what arguments, ſhe continued, . what plea, 
6“ or what promiſes will Lord Sutton uſe to pre- 


cc yail on the huſband of Mr. Wilkinſon's mother, 


© on my good Mrs. Wellers' friend Bently, the 
“find protector of Anna Manſel, to forgive him? 
c Who will be his advocate with General Sum- 
« mers? Yes, Madam, to Mrs. Wellers, © there 
e the calamity originated that deprived our excel- 
“ lent friend of his ſenſes !” _ == 

Lord Sutton ſtarted with guilt and aſtoniſhment 
It was long fince the name of the unhappy ge- 
neral had been heard in the world. He had, it 1s 
true, whether from motives of curioſity or fear I 
will not determine, made 23 inquiries after 
the man he had ſo barbaroufly injured, and learnt 
the dreadful conſequence of loſs of peace was loſs 
of reaſon ; all further reſearches proving fruitleſs, 
he concluded he had long joined the group of ac- 
cuſing ſpirits; which, whether from the burning 
climes of India, or the freezing ones of Iceland, 


are ſure to meet in the preſence of an avenging 


- and juſt Creator. 


After a ſhort filence, “I have none, Madam,” 


avifwered the ennobled culprit, '* but thoſe which 
«© flow from your perfuafive lips; and be affured 
ec A you will condefcend to plead my cauſe, or ra- 
«.th& your oom, which is mercy and compaſſion, 
* in ſueeeeding act of my life, T will be go- 
c vertied by you; and in earneſt -of my intention 
© to Wurt the applauſe of an angel, I will begin 
eh with one Iknow will plead with you beyond all 
“ Icah'ſay. Mrs. Melmeth, how it was poſſible 


« for you, fo vzrly in life, #0 involve yourſelves 


*« ſo, you beft know :—your huſband's grandfa- 
„ ther with bis eſtate, Which, till the latter part 
« of his life, was Uttle more than half what he 
„e J6ft His ſon, brought up a Jirpe and expenfive 
* Fendfly ; all of whom are now in different lines 

| « reſpectable 


& and that I may 


aA N N @4 oF 
* reſpeQable. and valuable members of the com- 
% munity, extending their influence and connecti- 
ons to different parts of the kingdom, while the 
« heir and repreſentative of the family has been ſo 
« extremely inattentive both to the honour and 
“ intereſt of it, as to ſell the greateſt part, 
« and deeply mortgage the reſt, of the ample 
« eſtate he inherited from his anceſtors.” 
_ * You muſt pardon this retroſpeQ———reſpetct 
“ to the late worthy Mr. Melmoth, my firſt and 
e beſt benefactor and friend calls for it. My 
4 crimes will be to the advantage of your fa- 
«© mily; the paternal eſtate ſhall once more be 
your own.” 
de That it is already ;” replied Mrs. Melmoth 
with ſpirit : “ Lady Anna's goodneſs and genero- 
« ſity have already furniſhed Mr. Melmoth with 
means to ſecure that; and though ſo much bet- 
* ter qualified for a reprover than your Lordſhip, 
« without a fingle refleCtion.” 

e Well, bee Mike returned the mortified peer, 
« it will be to my honour to follow her example; 

be ſure not to repeat the error, it 

« feerhs I — been guilty of, my favours ſhall 
« be conferred where no room has been given for 
« reproof. I have, as you now know, a ſon; m 
fortune muft be therefore divided; but F wi 
cc immediately ſettle five thouſand pounds on each 
6 of our daughters.” 
| © Will you, my Lord?“ anſwered ſhez © Why 
12 om I . you will be very good at laſt. 


= 7 And“ 
She was interrupted i in acknowledgements, which 
came but half cordial from her, by the intervention 


of Charlotte Madan, who had no idea of ſtanding 
a ſilent ſpectator while Lord Sutton gave away his 
fortune by thouſands. 


258 A 


Come, come, my Lord, don't be ridiculous,” 
ſaid the impenetrable woman, * do let us go; you 
have certainly an inſane fit on you this morning. 
« Five thouſand pounds indeed! 3 

Lady Anna and her party, finding what an ad- 
dition was going to be added to their converſation, 
immediately left them, all but Wilkinſon; who, 
at his earneſt requeſt, accompanied Lord Sutton 
home, followed by Stevens and his charming 
miſtreſs. So TE oy inn eee 
The Peer, now conſcious of the happy contraſt 
in his ſituation, on entering his own houſe, from 
that in which he had left it, was no ſooner in his 
library, than he revealed to his ſon the hatred he 
bore Madan; and leaving the terms entirely to him, 
entreated him to clear the houſe. of the infamous 


incumbrance before he came to it, which he hoped 


would be ſoon for a continuance. : Wilkinſon ſoon 
knew enough of his father's wiſhes to authorize an 
immediate alteration in his houſe 3 he wanted not 
reſolution or underſtanding. Sorely againſt her 
will, the divine Charlotte was obliged to ſettle the 
terms of abdicating with him. He offered her 200]. 
a year for life. She refuſed to accept it. He gave 
her an hour to reſolve in. She continued obſti- 
nate. He then offered her 1o0ol. She was out- 
rageous. And,“ continued he, © if you do not 
in half an hour know your own intereſt; it ſhall 
« be taught you by a conſtable, who will have di- 
«' rections to turn you out without any thing.“ 
Away went Madan to conſult her aſſociates; within 
the time ſhe returned better acquainted with the 
character, of the man ſhe had to deal with, accept- 
ed the annuity, removed her valuables, and ſet off 
to London the ſame night. | 
Stevens was permitted to continue; and Villars 
was ſent for, as his Lordſhip's increaſing diſorders 
rendered a nurſe neceſſary, and no one 1 
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herſelf in that character ſo much to his ſatisfaction. 
At Wilkinſon's requiſition, and promiſe to provide 


for her, ſhe returned to her office, to the great joy 


of his Lordſhip. 


„ 
Truth will out. 


Th IS ſudden fit of penitence in a man whoſe 
whole life had been one continued ſcene of wick- 
edneſs, may well ſurprize my readers—the fact 1s, 
Lord Sutton was {till confiſtent—vanity and-often- 


tation were yet the ruling paſſions of his mind, a 


ſenſe of preſent guilt, and a dread of future puniſh- 
ment, aſſiſted perhaps a little by dame Nature in 
his feelings towards Wilkinſon, put him entirely 


off his guard in the recent diſcovery of his ſon 3 


but had that, young man come to him in the garb 
of poverty, deſtitute of wealth, and friendleſs, un- 


protected and unprovided for, far, very far be it 


from me to inſinuate Lord Sutton could have poſ- 
ſibly given way to the appearance of repentance 
and paternal affection in ſuch a degree: the caſe 


was widely different; Wilkinſon was in a ſtate of 


genteel independence, the reward of his own me- 


rit; he was moreover on the point of marriage into 


an antient and honourable : and, his con- 


nections were of ſo valuable a ſort, that he who 


had been aiming at reſpectability his whole life 


without ſucceſs, now ſaw an opening, through the 


offspring of her he had deſtroyed, which he flat- 


tered 
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tered himſelf might give him an gantry to 
form connections ming that part of mankind he 
now beheld in the moſt favourable point of view— 
being wholly deſerted by the flimſy undeſirable at. 
tachments his wealth had made, ſelf-intereſt, there- 
fore, that unerring guide to minds like his, taught 
him, now to aſſume the ſemblance of penitence; 
and oſtentation gave to Mr. Melmoth's children 
what gratitude wanted power to enforce. He af- 
fected the moſt profound reſpect for Lady Anna; 
nothing that had the ſanction of her approbation, 
but met his hearty concurrence, nor any thing ſhe 
_ difliked would he bear to hear mentioned. Miſs 
Herbert was the friend of Lady Anna; how then 
could he be leſs than charmed with his intended 
daughter-in-law— The plan of going to Wales fo 
Toon was what he could by no means conſent to : 
He thought, and with reaſon, as it was in his pow- 
er to ſet his ſon above any kind of traffic, he had a 
right to his company till his health ſhould be re- 
 Ntoredy which, though his diſorder and weakneſs 
increafed every honr, he had great hopes of; and 
he much wiſhed to fee Miſs bert—the reſult 
Was, Wilkinſon wrote a ftate of the whole affait 
to Mrs. Herbert, requeſting. ſhe would prevail on 
his dear Party to accompany her to Bath, previous 
to their journey to Wales. Pe | 


Anna, whoſe natural abhorrence ſtill continued | 


to Lord Sutton, and whoſe affection and reſpect 

for General Summers was too great to ſuffer any 
_ perſonal intercourſe to ſubſiſt between her and the 
object of his deteſtation, was yet prevailed on by 
her regard for Mifs Herbert, and Wilkinfon, to 
anſwer with civility the letters he was continually 


ſtering her with, under che pretence of afking 
er advice and opinion, and ſhe took care to 
bind Him to His promiſe on behalf of the Miſs 


Mr. Me 1 


Melmoths. 7 
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Mr. Melmoth in the mean time wrote from the 
Lodge; he informed them he had changed the 
deeds, and was then preparing for the reception 
of his lady: the money he ſaid was paid Mr. Aſhb 
at the grove, in the preſence of his ſiſter, whoſe 
looks and behaviour were, one ſpiteful, the other 
rude—* Oh,” cried Mrs. Melmoth, exultingly, 
the very firſt thing I do ſhall be to viſit her, and 
*« entertain her with Lady Anna's hiſtory ; ſhe 
“ will not outlive that, and Lord Sutton's gift to 
« my girl, nor exiſt in the preſence of my ſweet 
« natural daughter.” It was time, indeed, Mrs. 
Melmoth ſhould begin to prepare for her confine- 
ment. She gratefully conſented to reſign Eliza to 
the care of Lady Anna, whoſe fondneſs for her in- 
creaſed every moment. She was a lovely young 
creaturez her education had been fomewhat ne- 
gleted; but ſhe had now every advantage good 


inſtructors and cloſe application could give. 


Thoſe occurrences, which threw the intereſt of 
her friends ſo much in her way, contributed not a 
little to the quiet of her own mind. Canftantly 
employed, and that in a manner moſt delightful to 
herſelf, as ſhe was contributing to the happineſs of 
others, an avocation ſo perfectly. agreeable to her 
feleQ friends, that it fully engaged them all, the 
found herſelf leſs. unhappy, than, in the ſituation af 
her mind, might be expected. 215 

Lord Sutton's illneſs increaſing beyond a poſſibi- 
lity of recovery, his ſon's canſtant attendance on 
him became abfolutely neceflkry ; for, though Ste- 
vens was ſtill there, he eould: not bear to be left 
alone with him-——However he had lived, his Lord- 


ſhip chofe to die in decent company. 


From this cireumſtanee it was, hig wiſh to ſee: 


Miſs Herbert had not been mentioned to Anna. 
He had wrote to Sir William * 9 his. full appro- 
bation of his ſon's choice, and ſignified his inten- 

; tion 
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tion of ſettling ten thouſand pounds on Mis Her- 
bert. That, indeed, he had con fulted her on; but 


of the requeſt that accompanied! it ſpe Was entirely 
ignorant; which was, that they miglit be marricd 


at Bath—that as his recovery was retarded beyond 
his hope, he might not loſe the comfort of his ſon's 
company. 

This requeſt, very reluctantly on the part of 
Lady Edwin, was granted. Miſs Edwin's entrea- 
ties carried Sir William and his lady, and conſe- 

quently Mr. Herbert, in the party to Bath; and 
1858 whoſe friends were beginning to congratu- 
late her, and themſelves, on her returning health 
and tranquillity, found all her philoſophy evaporate 
at ſight of Miſs Herbert, who flew into her dreſ- 
fing room with ſpirits greatly elated at the unex- 
pected good fortune of her lover, and imparted to 
her the invitation that had brought them to 
Bath, entreating her friend to preſent her to Lord 
Sutton. 

The ö ment of our heroine, the diſtreſs 
and embarraſſment this ſtep occaſioned her, is not 
to be conceived. She came to Bath to avoid being 
witneſs to ſcenes ſhe apprehended would affect her 
life by the ſtrangeſt accident in the world, that 

eircumſtance had been the imperceptible means of 
her being purſued oy” what the dreaded more than 
death. 

- She condemned Herbert in her own mind, for 
being prevailed on to come where ſhe was. She 
accuſed him of barbarity; and could hardly refrain 
from openly expreſſing her diſpleaſure againſt him, 
and complaints at the fate that followed her: Cot 
it was ſtill in her 
health gave her an excuſe for leaving a Place. that 
did not agree with her, and for not going! our or 
ſeeing e n ſhe ſtayed. 9 9 255 FA 
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7 But Patty was too earneſt in her petition, to be 1 
55 5 introduced by her to Lord Sutton, to be refuſed. * 
3 At Was at all times painful to Anna to put a nega- 11 
23 de on any requeſt made to her, conſiſtent with 1 
ond her own ideas of propriety. She was incapable of 64 
N an act of ill- nature or caprice; and therefore 1 
agreed to call for what part of the family choſe to M 
r go, at ſeven in the evening; but excuſed herſelf, 1 
"20 in a card, from paying her reſpeCts to her aunt at 1448 
nſe. their lodgings, on account of her health. This 1 | 
1d could be hardly called an excuſe; it was confirmed 1 
. by the alteration in her looks; for never did there bo 
alth breathe ſo exact a picture of Shakeſpeare's love- 1 
Aue lorn maid; ſhe pined in thought; and her Will. 
wry ſolicitude to deceive her friends was ſo great, 1 
* Deyn might be literally and truly ſaid, ſmiled at WM 
9 80 - Miſs Herbert left her exceedingly hodieds and 48 
Ha meeting her brother as ſhe was going into their 10 
; lodgings, © Oh! Charles,” ſaid ſne, Lady Anna 1 
bs « Trevanion is very ill—you cannot think how 0 
35 « ſhe is altered Good heavens | what 1 is the mat- "4-40 
15 « ter, brother? How pale you are!“ He anſwer- 4 
Sa | ed not, but paſſed on. She repeated her bad news Wl || 
. to Lady Edwin and Mrs. Herbert; they were both 1 
5 extremely concerned; and were going to her di- Wo 
"gr rectly, but Wilkinſon: who had not'yet, though it W 
was his father's particular requeſt, aſſumed the 11 
for name of Gorget, coming to. wait on Sir William, 4 | 
he do name the truſt for Patty's ſeutlement, they were 9 1 
win prevented. | ; 4 0 : f / 
5 Miſs Edwin then mack her appearance z ſhe had. e 
but been, ſhe ſaid, half the town over, and W 534f "8 
111 did leave a card at Anna's door. | "0 
"IM Mr. Summers, at dinner, mentioned a cireum- f l; 
dr ſtance that appeared odd to him; he met Miſs Ed- fl 


805 win, and not knowing the family were come to 
. Bath, was rather ſurpriſed; he had the curioſity 


to 
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to fee where ſhe went; ſhe had not paſſed him 
many paces before ſhe was joined by a young offi- 
eer, and on enquiry of a chairman who belonged 
to the houſe he ſaw her enter, found Mrs. Edwin 
was hkewife at Bath, and lodged there. 

Mrs. Wellers, at this intelligence, very ſeriouſly 
remonſtrated againſt concealing, at leaft from Sir 
William and Lady Edwin, the improper connec- 
tion their daughter was forming, there would elſe, 
ſhe was ſure, = another tragical ſcene in the fa- 
mily; Anna would not hear of any kind of inter- 
| ference from her friends; and being hurt at Mrs. 
Wellers perfifting in the juſtice of the act, it was 
dropped. „ i CI a7 

In the evening having apprized Lord Sutton of 
her intentions, Lady Anna called for Mrs. and 
Miſs Herbert; Lady. Cecilia refuſing to viſit, on 
any terms, a man who had offered ſuch indigni- 
ties to her family, did not accompany them, but 
engaged with Sir William to meet her at their re- 
turn at her own houfe. They were received at 
Sutton Houſe by Mr. Wilkinſon, and conducted 
into the library which adjoined his Lordſhip's dreſ- 
ſing room, and was the fartheſt place his weakneſs 
would ſuffer him to be moved to. | 

He was rejoiced to fee Lady Anna on any occa- 
fion, and in. this company her's was -doubly wel- 
come, exhibited his grandeur, and talked very 
largely of the great things he meant to do for his 


ſon; he was very rich, and as he had informed 


Sir William Edwin this morning, when he did him 
the honour of calling on him, he intended to leave 
wi: principal part of his fortune to his ſon, and his 
elrs. „ FN 
He preſented Miſs Herbert with a very fine ſuit 
of pearl, and ſome valuable diamonds, when look- 
ing at Anna, with a ſigh, he could not reſtrain, he 
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ſaid, in a low voice, were deſigned for another oc- 


calion. 

Mrs. Herbert then told him, ſhe was at a loſs, 
kind as he was to her daughter, how to mention 
Lady Cecilia's family reaſon for chuſing Miſs Ed- 
win ſhould be married at Trevanion, all her ge 


ration but one had plighted heir vows at the fami- 


ly chapel, and all but hat one had been proſperous 
and happy. Patty had engaged to accompany her 
couſin to the altar; and although Lady Edwin-did 


not ſay any thing, ſhe was ſure it would very much 
diſpleaſe and hurt her if any alteration took place; 


the obligations of her family to her brother and 
ſiſter, ſhe added, were ſo numerous, as well as 
binding, it would be with great pain ſhe ſhould 


take any ſtep which did not meet their intire or 


probation. 

Anna, who longed to get rid of them . at an 
rate, ſeconded Mrs. Herbert; encouraged. by 10 
powerful an advocate, ſhe ventured to aſk his 
Lordſhip's permiſſion for his ſon's accompanying 


them to Wales, and there to have the two cere- 
monies ee e as before agreed, at one time; 


he, with his uſual deference and partiality to Lady 
Anna, conſented to their requeſt, on condition his 
ſon's ſtay did not exceed a fortnight; thus circum- 
ſeribed in point of time, which it was the more ne- 
ceſſary for Wilkinſon to obſerve, as his Lordſhip's 
ſtate of health was ſo very precarious, when they 


returned, BNP: Edwin fixed on enen Bagh: the 


next day.” 
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Female Philoephy. 


Tu E Abaton 3 in the looks of our heroine was 
too ſtriking to eſcape the notice of Lady Edwin— 
Greatly alarmed, ſhe renewed her intreaties for 
her to accompany them into Wales, but finding 
ſhe could not prevail, told her ſhe would be denied 
no longer than till her daughter was married : 
Trevanion Houſe, which had been ſo long unte- 
nanted, muſt wait another fummer : ſhe would not 
be denied; Her dear niece muſt poſitively aniſh 

this with her. 
Anna ſmiled ; bat nothing was farther Froin her 
5 thou phts than going to any place where it was poſ- 
able to meet es Herbert and his bride her 
_ feelings — — her, thut was a trial ſhe was not 
equal to indeed the effect the idea of being near 
them Had on her health, rendered the reſolution to 
avoid chem abſolutely neceſſary. She had been in 
a conſtant flutter of fpirits from the inſtant of their 

Arrival-Aſhe dreaded to meet Mr. Herbert, yet her 
hits were perpetually ſtrained after each —— 
object— She knew » would not preſume to come 
to her houſe; yet cvery rap at the door threw her 
into. a violent palpitation ; ſhe gaſped for breath 
when his name was mentioned; but all other ſub- 
jects on which the converſation turned during the 
time her aunt ſtayed, wanted power to cngage her 
attention; the viſible change of her countenance 
in the courſe of the evenin g were bee with 


. equal 


AN A. 0 
equal ſorrow and anxiety by the friendly Mrs. 
Wellers. When Lady Edwin took her leave, 
Anna, who had bore up like a true heroine, own- 
ed the found herſelf very much indrfpofed ; the 5 
tation of her ſpirits was ſo great, that a fever of the 
hectic kind, to which ſhe was very ſubject, in- 
creaſed with ſuch violence before next morning, 
that quiet was recommended by her phyſician, as 
the only means of preventing its ſtill farther alarm. 


vas Lady Edwin was admitted for five minutes only; 
— her concern for her niece was fincere and unaffect- 
for 


ed; ſhe told Mrs. Wellers, though the marriage of 


ling her daughter was of ſuch importance to her peace, 
wed ſhe did not think it poſſible {ke could ſurvive any 
ed: accident that might happen to break it off; yet 
nte- her amiable niece was too dear, to be left in ſuch 
not a ſtate: if, therefore, a very favourable alteration 
niſh did not take place in her health, ſhe would poſt- 
pone her journey, in order to give Lady Anna her 
her %% ( 
poſ- Mrs. Wellers faw in Lady Edwin's ſolicitude to 


accompliſh the union between Charles and Cecilia, 
the folly of hoping that any thing could happen 
from procraſtination, in the leaſt flattering to her 
wiſhes—ſhe knew the honour of the family could 
not be more „ be the delicacy of Anna, 
who would ſhudder at the thought of connecting 
herſelf with a man who had been guilty of a Fresch 
of contract, nor indeed had ſlie any idea her forti- 
tude would be put to that trial by Mr. Herbert. 
It was, therefore, as matters ſtood, her opinion, 
the ſooner the wedding was folemnized, the ſoon- 
er Lady Anna would recover her health and peace ; 
the one much injured and the other intirely broke. 
| She "imparted her thoughts to Mr. Manſel, 'who 
coincided with her, and joined her in intreaties to 
their" young friend, to confider, before it was too 
Wo, e ER nate, 
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late, the injury ſhe was doing herſelf, and the pain 
_ ſhe inflicted on her friends. | 

Anna owned the propriety of their arguments, 
and more ſeverely condemned her own weakneſs 


than it was poſſible for them'to do, but bewailed 


her inability to conquer it. 


« If this freſh aggravation. had not 3 x 


ſaid ſhe, © change of ſcene, time, and the man 
„calls of humanity and charity, on the power i 
“ am inveſted with, by filling my time in the ex- 
« exciſes of benevolence, might have done much 


for me but fate itſelf purſues me the evil I 
« dread more than the deprivation of my exiſt- 


« ence, follows my ſteps Would to God they 
were married I really believe in my preſent 
« ſtate of mind, that event only can give me one 
c moment's eaſe.” 

As this was preciſely the opinion of both Mrs. 


Wellers and Mr. Manſel, they informed her of the 


reſolution Lady Edwin had taken to wait her reco- 
very, and were proceeding to urge the neceſſity 


there was for her to ſummon all her reſolution at 


this important criſis when Anna, ſenſible of what 
prudence, honour, and delicacy demanded, inter- 
rupted them—* Oh! ſay, no more, I am a] 
« now, I will riſe this moment—let them go 100 

«© my aunt. L am well, quite. well; pray 2 75 
« rectly.——“ Your recoyery, my « ſaid 
Mrs. Walkers, « ill appear a little too ſudden; ; 
« hen Lady Edwin calls we will attribute your 
& indiſpoſition to a cold, and that may be repre- 
& ſented as light as you pleaſe; ; we will then leave 
ec to Mr. Manſel the uncertain life of Lord Sutton, 


ec to. induce. them to keep to their plan of leaving 


, Bath, and I truſt, when no foo ck. 1 0 BY. 
th, thoſe continual e you will then be 
5 reſtored to the * of feeling tak; happineſ 


« leads Ty to extend to others.” 


Mr. 
ſentiments exactly thoſe of Mrs. Wellers, he in- 


ſtantly went to Sir William Edwin's to begin his 


part of the buſineſs; here he met Mr. Wilkinſon, 


who informed them the phyſicians | had at a conſul- 
tation that morning declared, they did not think it 


poſſible Lord Sutton could live a month; and 


though this was not told him, the very ſmall hopes 
they gave rendered him very earneſt to have the 


marriage over. Wilkinſon ventured to hint a wiſh, 


that it tight be concluded at Bath; Lady Edwin 
oppoſed it, and that very $99 is ſhe had her 


own private reaſons for haſtening t 


Cecilia, and foreſaw if they ſtayed longer at Bath, 


that muſt of courſe be deferred; a thing of all 
others the leaſt deſirable to her. Charles Herbert 
ſat a ſilent auditor of this converſation, in which 
Sir William and Mr. Manſel joined, giving it as 
their decided opinion, the union of Mr. Wilkinſon 
and Miſs Herbert ought on no account to be de- 
ferred. Mrs. Herbert conſidering the penitence 
of ſuch a man as Lord Sutton might proceed more 
from caprice and terror of death, than any real 
good diſpoſition, and conſequently not to be de- 
pended on, was likewiſe an advocate for expediting 
the nuptials. Lady Anna's health was the only 
point that embarraſſed her aunt: hat, Mr. Manſel 
aſſüred her was in no danger; and as ſhe had the 
g ſatisfaction of finding Anna up and chearful in the 
evening, ſhe took a very affectionate leave, and the 
family ſet out the next morning for Wales. Nei- 

Wilknfon nor Manſel went with amp Lord 


ther 


* 
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« in your own boſom, your beneficent diſpoſition 


anſel's ſolicitude not being leſs, and his 


e marriage of 
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companied a by Mr. Manſel, follow chem to Dennis 


Place. 
Patty and her lover took leave of Anna in the 
evening; ſhe rejoiced when the. found they were 
actually gone, and a very acceptable ceſſation to 
her gloomy refleQtions arrived the next day in her 
uncle and Mr. Melmoth; Mrs. Melmoth $ ſitua- 
tion rendered it proper he ſhould leave Bath; the 
Lodge was prepared for her reception; the tenants 
and dependants of that reſpectable family were im- 
patient to hail the return of the Squire to the man- 
ſion of his anceſtors it was with regret on all ſides 
this ſeparation was conſented to, and Mrs. Mel- 
moth esse ſhe could not ſtir till Lady Anna 


| Promiſed to. ſee her before the went to Wales, 


dag ſhe very readily did. 


Eliza continued with our 3 ay the Mel- 


| moth family left Bath with the happy certainty of 
entering gates they feared were for ever ſhut to 


_ - their approach, of looking with conſcious right and 
authority round thoſe 3 the value and beau - 
ty of which: had been dilregarded by their poſſeſſors 


til the inſtant they were on the point of loſing an 


1 earthly paradiſe by their own folly and. extrava= 
pans their pleaſure and. their joy was the more 


_ ſenſible, as they felt, in their preſent happineſs, 
the reward of their ak benevolence. Mir. 
dant, with whom juſtice and generoſity were only 


ſio far divided as to ſuffer the former to precede: the 


latter, had not only taken the mortgage out of 
Mr. Aſhby's hands, but in a manner that flattered 
inſtead of wounding the pride of Mr. Melmoth, 
l him bor the expences of Anna's edu- 


©  "cation- in ſo liberal a ſtile and manner, that 
Ws 2 as well as peace, again dwelt, at Melmoth 


5 ; gung Eliza now became the particular 
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Mr. Manſel her divine preceptor: in this pleaſing 
employment Anna hoped to find. relief from the 
corroding and anxious feelings of her mind; but 
thoſe were too potent to be thus evaded ; her fever 
increaſed, the intermiſſions became leſs. regular, 
and her appetite entirely failed; the hours uſually 
devoted to ſleep were thoſe in which ſhe indulged 
in a luxury of grief; her ſunk eyes and wan cheeks 
ſpoke a language it was not poſſible for love and 

friendſhip to miſapprehend: the firſt phyſicians 
were again called in: Mr. Mordant's uneaſineſs 
was only to be equalled by that of the General; 
Manſel durſt not truſt himſelf to look at her, and 
Mrs. Wellers' own health was ſo much affected, it 

Vas often out of her power to attend her young 
friend; Mrs. Clarke was therefore ſent for down 
£ expreſs, and added another mourner to the melay- 

7 MAT group. Wilkinſon was all impatience. for 
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1 his ſummons, but nevertheleſs felt in the general 
q ſolicitude for a life ſo dear: the doctors were wea- 
F ried with queſtions; yet what anſwers could they 
1 return, conſiſtent with the {kill they profeſſed, but 
n what they had already given that much might be 
5 | hoped from her youth and conſtitution, but more, 


Anna heard their opinions without emotion, but 
her countenance exhibited too little concern in their 
prognoſties to pleaſe her uncle. 
_ He conjured her not to break his heart by her 
unaccountable ſadneſs : ſhe averred, all that lay 
With herſelf was willingly done to regain her loft 
health; but if,“ aid ſhe, © it is the will of my 
Maker to call me from a life, in which, except- 
© ing the love of a few friends, I have never 
known pleaſure, at ſo early a period, who ſhall 
_& arraign his wiſdom! „ 


infinitely more, depended on the ſtate of her 


— 


F a. ME He EY in a 


272 2 N N K. 


Oh Anna!” anſwered Mr. Summers, do 

4 eſteem. the love of a few friends a trifle! 
Do not affect an apathy for which your ſenſibi- 
« lity diſqualifies you! Believe, the love of real 
“ friends is Heaven's beſt gift: it is a treaſure far 
cc more valuable than your eſtate.” 

J eſteem it ſo,” returned ſhe, « my ever kind 
ce monitor; but, valuable as it is, call me not un- 
& grateful: I had greedily ſet my heart on more; 
« the diſappointment, you ſee, has hurt me. I 
cannot fly from myſelf, elſe would I be any liv- 
« ing being who is innocent, rather than Anna 
„ 'Trevanion ; but unhappy as I confeſs I am, you, 
I am ſure, alarm yourſelves without reaſon. If 
this illneſs is to be final, it muſt gear in increaſe; 


« T have myſelf no forebodings ; my ſufferings are 


e merely mental; it may, perhaps, affect my 
e health, but not, Thope, fatally, ; I have heard the 
South of France- 
"OI cried the General, cc it is the very place 
c for you.” 

2 continued Anna, taking her. uncle's 
"hand; which ſhe preſſed to her lips with the utmoſt 
* warmth, both of > duty and affection, “ if that will 

% not do, my dear and honoured uncle, we will 
© go with you to Jamaica; and we will ſteal my 


0e 1 8804 maternal friend from her worthy huſband, 


if we cannot prevail on him to accompany us. 
« What would I not do, where would I not go, to 
e add to the happineſs, of ſuch friends ?—Let us 
0 inſtantly take an airing—Briſtol is recommend- 
0 ed; if the place pleaſes us, we will go there, 

« juſt to beguile the time.— I cannot leave Eng- 

land without Mr. Manſel ;—and if it ſhould not 
2 N oſſible for my dear Mrs. Wellers to go;— 
8 © Oh, ” Interrupted the good woman, “ don't 
% mention that; depend upon it, I will not leave 

« you, till your health is re-eſtabliſhed, though I 
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c am half an invalid myſelf.” —The carriage was 
ordered. Mr. Mordant and the General chose to 
go on horſeback.— The environs of Briſtol are, per- 
haps, the moſt beautiful and pictureſque in the 
world. As they rode over the Downs, Mr. Man- 
| ſel ſhewed them the Welch hills, over which they 
travel to Llandore.—Anna ſtarted. — 
„That high one that ſeems to loſe its top in the 
&* clouds,” ſaid the good man, © is very plainly 
“ diſcernible from the aſcent, at the back of Llan- 
* dore caſtle ;”—a ſtarting tear accompanied re- 
collection. +370 105 
Hle continued, Often, my dear Anna, have 1 
C looked from thence toward it, with a ſecret wiſn 
ce to know where you was, and a fervent hope you 
« would once again repaſs it; when the happieſt 
“ among the happy, no wiſh ungratified, no prayer 
« unanſwered, carried down my departed faint, we 
«6: went that mad: ff mnvia lt pine yl! art 
„ Oh, Sir!“ anſwered Anna ber face bathed 
in tears, while he ſtrove to conceal his, no more 
lead to the memory of that bleſſed woman; no 
“ more retrace that ſpot, thoſe ſcenes ! which are 
„ cloſed on me for ever; miſery and deſpair are 
the only reliques of the peaceful ſerenity of four 
e happy years ſpent at dear Llandore. Mrs. Man- 
4 ſel's death anticipated misfortunes meant to elu- 
s cidate the wiſdom of Providence; but there, 
% alas l my preſent ſorrow did not originate; too 
late were the | warnings: of my. ever lamented 
friend. Your village, your houſe, the whitechim- - 
& nies of Llandore are this moment in my fight ; ; 
e there you ſit in your morning gown, reading; 
(here is my more than mother, trying on a pair 
of ſpectacles, laughing at her own figure in 
them: between you ſtands the happieſt of or- 
phans, juſt equipt to go with dear Miſs Herbert 
.* to. the caſtle, detained only to receive a charge, 
7 | | N = &-delivered: _ 


* 
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( delivered | in the voice of kindneſs, not to be out 
“% late; not to venture through farmer . Jones's 
1 field, and not to overheat myſelf in walking. 


« Oh, that all m life had been paſſed in that hum- 
ple file.” — Here-a flood of tears; in which her 
reverend friend accompanied her, gave ſome eaſe 


to her heart, burſting as'it was with anguiſh, and 
the moſt tormenting recollections. 
Mr. Mordant then joining them with his obſer- 


- vations on the country, ſhe! was ſuffered to in- 


wes of in filence reflections 'which contributed not 
| e benefit ſhe hoped from the air and exerciſe, 
At Clifton, a remarkably pretty houſe, appa- 
rently new fitted up, in a romantic ſpot, overlook- 
ing the wells, in full view of the river and St. Vin- 
cents rock, engaged their notice, and Anna, much 
pleaſed with the Gtuation, ne to ae what 
accommodation there was. 

The ladies were ſhewn into a very neat drawing- 
room, while the gentlemen were admiring the proſ- 
pects round; on their proceeding to take a further 
view of the "houſe, a perſon paſſed Anna haſtily, 
- who ſhe immediately e to be Mrs. Hughes, 
the friendly widow to whoſe humanity ſhe had 
deen ſo much obliged in the ſmallpox 31 her firſt 

emotions were thoſe of joy at ſeeing a perſon to 
_ whom ſhe was ſo much indebted, wh having no 
idea thewwoman'could have any objection to a ren- 


contre, which ſhe predetermined ſhould be to her 


advantage, ſhe followed her up ſtairs into a fmall 
room, w ere to her aſtoniſhment; on a table lay the 
coat and train, of which ſhe baddioes robbed, and 
3 Mrs. Hughes was haſtily catching up. Sur- 
2 now took the place of 3 ſhe 
believe her eyes was it poſſible could Mrs. 
Hughes be the perſon whoſe diſhoneſty cauſed her 
- 7 ſorrow ? " poor woman, when ſhe; ſaw 

: _ HE * dase ere * the coat, n ns, 


lf 


Mrs. Wellers. 3 
Lady Anna's countenance, her aſtoniſhed look at 

the coat ſo often deſcribed, ſoon explained the 

matter. . 


„ What,” cried Mrs. Wellers, © you have then 


6 diſcovered the thief,” | 9 
Another perſon at this moment appeared as 


. little expected, though perfectly known ; it was 


Bates; who kneeling at the feet of Lady Anna, 


confeſſed the robbery, finding be could not con- 


2 it without ſuffering the odium to- lay on his 
er,, rho eh POE, WTR rs . 

The whole tranſaction reflected ſo much on the 
unhappy Edwin, that Anna was 1 there 
were no other witneſſes to a diſcovery lo little to his 
credit; and the native goodneſs of her heart ex- 
ulted to find, though ſo nearly related, Mrs, Hughes 


Was unacquainted with the depravity of her bxo- 


Fo RIS - 
Bates ſaved ſome money in Edwin's ſervice, 
which he increaſed by marrying a woman of ſmall 


dower, and had taken this houſe, which he meant 


to let in lodgings; Mrs. Hughes was at that time 


on a viſit to his wife, and they were very buſy 1 


looking over and arranging his things, when Anna's 


carriage ſtopped; Mrs. Bates attended the ladies 
to the apartments; the firſt glance Bates had of our 


heroine, knowing how his wife and ſiſter were 
employed; in the utmoſt hurry be ſent the latter to 
put the fine coat and train they had been admiring, 
out of ſight, without explaining his reaſon. . 


The lively gratitude of Anna prevented its being - 


hid; and her regard for Lady Edwin and the ho- 


nour of her family, forbade her ſaying any thing 
more on the ſubjec 7 than private 5 

its being reſtored to Mrs. Def 
Bates was glad to come off. 


tely ſtipulating for 
eule, with which. 
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This tranſaction prevented her taking the houſe ; wh 
and after making Mrs. Hughes a preſent ſuitable ſop 
to her own ideas of the ſervices ſhe had rendered ter 
her, they returned to Bath, amuſed if not diverted: her 
here they found a chaiſe at the door, and Wilkin- of 
ſon impatiently waiting with the welcome mandate, her 
and letters for Lady Anna from her friends at one 

Dennis Place. her 

« Now, Anna,” whiſpered Mrs. Wellers, © for pai 

© your fortitude, no let your ſenſe of propriety, Jud 
= e dignity of your rank, and the pride of your ſig] 
“ ſex ſupport 8 wa 
I know,” anſwered ſhe, trembling cad out of ſul 

breath, I ſhall be better when it is over ;” ſhe took or 
the hand of Manſel as he paſſed, kiſſed hers to vc 
Wilkinſon, and hurried to her apartment. ha 
Manſel having been in daily expectation of his ſor 
ſummons, was inſtantly ready, and with ſtrict | 
charge from Mrs. Wellers to end an expreſs the aft 
moment the ceremony was s performed, he took a re- ter 
luctant leave. an 
| I be 
ha 
ac 
Tat 
| | th. 
5 | ſo 
TVT Wi 
DE A yn tr 

The Wedding. 
” re 
vt + | 1 
15 HE hard al was now at . poor Anna, W 
in this arduous moment, endeavoured to recallect all h 
the leſſons ſhe had been taught for her own practice, 9 2 
and all ſhe had obſerved in her friends: there was te 
not, in her reſearches, a ſingle example, from m 


es 


7 
F 
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3 whence ſhe could derive ſtrength of mind. Philo- 
le ſophy would not, and reflection could not, adminiſ- 
d ter the conſolation ſhe ſo much wanted; to fly from 
l: her own thoughts was the only means that offered 
1 of comfort; in this expedient Mrs. Wellers was 
E, her indefatigable aſſiſtant : ſhe hurried her from | 
at one amuſement to another ; ſtill pointing out to 
her the admiration ſhe excited, and the homage 
)y paid to her merit, as well as charms. Ever prudent, 
Y, - judicious, and kind, ſhe neither a moment loſt 
Ir ſight of what, at ſuch a critical and painful period, 
was due to friendſhip, nor ſtudioufly avoided the 
f ſubject, whenever Anna mentioned the Edwins, 
k or Herbert ; nevertheleſs, the intervening -ſpace 
0 would have been ſtill more tedious and unhappy, 


had it not been diverted by incidents that engroſſed 
is ſome part of their atttntion. | 
x Stevens called on Lady Anna the third mornin 
e after Mr. Wilkinſon had left Bath, with a moſt 
— terrible account of the ſtate of Lord Sutton's mind 
and health; he acknowledged himſelf to have long 
been a member of the Catholic church, though he 
had not revealed thoſe his religious principles, on 
account, for many years, of his commiſſion, and 
lately he had not thought of any religion; but now 
the reproaches of his conſcience were ſo ſtrong, ab- 
ſolution muſt be had at any price; and nothing 
would ſatisfy him but ſending for a prieſt, a coun- 
tryman of his father's, now at Bath, in the train of 
a foreign ambaſſador. _ „ 22. 
Stevens, if he had not honeſty 3 to be 
really concerned for the intereſt of Wilkinſon, had, 
at leaſt, a competent ſhare of regard for his own, 
which he conceived in a more promiſing line in the 
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hands of a man of honour, than in that of a bigoted : 
prieſt 3 he therefore intreated Lady Anna to inter- if 
fere ; but a look from her venerable friend had 1 
more force in her gentle boſom than all he 1 F 
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ſay; even though the intereſt of Patty was at ſtake, 
ſhe begged to be excuſed; and that no inducement 
might be wanting to the abandoning the bad man 
to his deſtiny, before Stevens left her, a poor wo- 

man ſent a petition to be admitted. 
Alt another time, perhaps, ſhe might have been 
referred to Clarke; but as this, to divert the paſſing 
moment, was all that Mrs. Wellers wiſhed ; ſhe 
therefore begged Lady Anna to admit her. | 

A tall, haggard, dirty woman now entered, of 
| Whole perſon Anna had not the leaſt recollection; 
ſhe was beginning in broken Engliſh an apology ; 
when, ſeeing the Captain, her humble ſtile was in- 
ſtantly changed into a volley of abuſe on him and 
his noble patron, in the courſe of which, our he- 
roine underſtood, to her infinite ſurpriſe, this per- 


ſon was no other than Madame Frajan, and that the 


ſubject of ber anger was not being rewarded ſui- 
table to her eſtimation of the ſervices ſne had ren- 
dered Lord Sutton in her injurious conduct to An- 


na. In the courſe of her accuſations, mixed with 


imprecations ſhocking to the ears of the reſpectable 
inmates of Lady Anna Trevanion's houſe, who, all 
but Stevens, ſtood aghaſt, ſhe pourtrayed her own 
and the . wickedneſs, of her aſſociate; he indeed, 
having been active in one part of what ſhe called 
her ill uſage, and more uſed to ſuch language, knew 
how to return her dialect. „ SP het, 
When, however, Mr. Mordant heard her accuſe 
him of urging her to leave Miſs Edwin's ſervice, 
and receiving from her, in the name of his Lord, 
Mrs. Melmoth's lace, to prevent; her obtaining her 


g own pardon, by a free confeſſion, he could hold 


no more, no more reſtrain his rage ; the evident 
;wretchedneſs of her circumſtances Joſt all claim to 
charity, the iniquities of her life demanded puniſh- 


* 


ment, and both theſe partners in yice were thruſt 


 lers—The door opened. 
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out of the houſe with the contempt and abhorrence 


they deſerved. ITE Me pe Fe 
When they retired to dreſs, Mrs, Wellers pro- 
poſed to Anna going to the play, where the ſoul- 
arrowing Siddons was to perform Iſabella, With 


a a faint {mile, ſhe declined going out any more; 
this was, perhaps, the very laſt day ſhe might think 


on her Herbert without a crime; the indiffoluble 


knot might be already tied; ſhe would ſpend it in 


once more living over in idea the happy, happy 


moments ſhe had known with him; ſhe would in- 


dulge, for the laſt time, in a retroſpect of his actions, 
both at Llandore and ſince ; ſhe would learn forti- 


tude from his example ; ſhe would trace with her 


pencil the graces of his perſon, as Pep dwelt on 
her memory, and her eſtimation of perfection 


ſhould always be guided by thoſe of his mind. 


, There was A olemnity in her manner during 


this declaration; and when ſhe calmly opened her 
port folio, that affected Mrs. Wellers, without 
alarming her, ſhe rang for her work bag, and fent 


an apology to the gentlemen for not joining them 


. * 


the remainder of the day. 


The hours paſſed in a ſolemn kind of undeſcri- 
bable ſadneſs, and the cloſe of the day had alread 
arrived, without the dreaded, yet withed-for Tres. 
ſenger from Dennis Place. 5 


l. Mordant and the General Were gone to the 


play, and a ſtillneſs pervaded in the houſe, with 
which the feelings of its lovely miſtreſs ill accorded; 
with each revolving hour her ſpirits flagged, and the 
remonſtrances of friendſhip were loſt in the moſt 
piercing claims of ſenſibility. She was in a ſilent 
flood of tears, when a loud rap at the door alarmed 
beg, bs 


; l 7s $7 i 74 1 N of 171 a e 4. 7 
A She ſtarted.—““ 1 will not ſee any bod K 


« T have given directions,“ anſwered Mrs. Wel- 
Wich 


> 


| 


_ ſurpriſe. 
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With looks of tranſport, and unſpeakable joy, 
in ruſhed Mr. Herbert. | | 
J OERTITT 5 
le was in a moment at the feet of Anna. He 
ſeized her hand, it was in vain ſhe ſtruggled to 
withdraw it, that ſhe commanded him to riſe—to 


"retire. 


Never, never more would he give up the pre- 


cious pledge.—She was his own-—his invaluable, 
bis deſtined Anna. 


What did he mean? Again he was commanded 


to retire. 


No longer the deſpairing, the hapleſs Herbert 


he dared to diſobey, and to glory in his diſobe- 


dience. He would not quit his poſture till he read 


in the eyes of his beloved Anna the joy, the eeſtaſy 


himſelf felt at his freedom; had ſhe not confeſſed 


ſhe loved her Herbert? He was again, he aſſured 


her, free. She muſt forgive his tranſports; the 


ſound was fo joyful, he would have it reſound 
through the world, * Charles Herbert was diſen- 
„ paged from Cecilia Edwin—He was in ſight of 


« all earthly bliſs, —he was at liberty to pour forth 


« the long, long reſtrained love and adoration of 
c his ſoul ;—he was at the feet of Anna Treva- 


„ There,” ſaid he, with the triumph of truth in 


his countenance, and ecſtaſy in his manner, „ is 
the dear mandate of bliſsꝰ giving into the hands 
ef Mrs. Wellers an open letter, while his full heart 
 ſhewn in his fine eyes, and he was unable to utter 
another fyllable — but his ſilence wanted not anima- 
tion: the 4 


oneſt joy of his fond heart bathed the hand 


he held with drops of love and rapture—his agitations 

were toe ſtrong for articulation, and he indulged 
the tranſport of reading in the countenance of 
her he loved, a doubtful joy mixed with evident 


Herbert's 


| Herbert's poſitive declaration of ade carried 
too much the ſemblance of truth to be doubted ; but 
how could it be—nothing, Anna thought, but the 
death of Cecilia could have given him authority to 


addreſs her with ſuch aſſured hope of ſucceſs, and 
that idea ſhocked her—he was bid to rife—he was 


diſobedient—he would not ſtir. 


“ Have you read that divine letter, madam,” 


ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to Mrs. Wellers, © from 
ee the kind Cecilia Edwin?“ 


« Ah! Charles,” cried Anna, © what have you 


& done? Have you then humbled me to the duſt 
Aby revealing wy folly to her ? Anddo you think 


I will accept of a diſmiſſion you have prevailed 
cc on her to give? Was ſo groveling in my ideas, 
* ſo mean in my principles, how would 7hat re- 
* concile your conduct to Sir William and Lady 
« Edwin, to yourſelf, to me, and to the world?“ 
« Oh! to be ſure, my angel,” anſwered Her- 


bert, &« Cecilia Edwin is the woman to pry up a 


« point in conſideration of another's happineſs, 


e and your Charles the man in the world to 
“ afford her a triumph over his Anna. But Mrs. 
© Wellers, though by your delighted looks I per- 

e ceive you have read thoſe celeſtial lines, on each 


ce ſyllable of which I have hung with inexpreſſible 


« tranſport, you do not congratulate me; you have 
« not communicated them to my An Will you 


© be ſo good as to read it out or ſhall I ?” 

« Oh! pray take it yourſelf,” anſwered the 
good woman, ſmiling through her tears, and fold- 
ing her young friend to her heart, with an emotion 
ſhe could not reſiſt, though her ſenſe of female de- 
licacy kept her Glent. . 

“% Now, Madam,” ſaid the Rani Charles, 
« let me read to you a letter I have gone through a 


66 2 8 times already; : there i is not a ſentence 


60 in 


A 


4A 4 
8 
we 
Fr 
3 
— _— 
2 


—— — — 


1 41 + 


cc in it I have not ſeparately bleſſed over and 1 H 


He was beginning but the agitation. of our he- 0: 
roine became too ſtrong to ſuffer him to proceed. of t] 
Mrs. Wellers, alarmed at the changes in her coun- perſc 
tenance, begged him to retire, and leave the let- their 
ters with her. He was unwilling to obey ;—but on oppo 
her referring him to the looks of Anna as a con- by a 
firmation of her ill health, and on promiſe of ſciou 
re-admiſſion, he left the room, and then no wit- with 


_ neſs preſent, the amiable woman, alternately bly f 


ſoothed and congratulated her friend; and the parat 

| abſence of the lover, by leaving them without con- inter 

Cram ſoon gave Anna courage to read as fol- a lan 
OWS ; | | "+ 


To CaarLes HERBERT, Es q. 2 


d And did you really ſuppoſe, couſin, Cecilia from 


Edwin meant to make you maſter of her perſon and ble t 


fortune? Only one motive could have prevailed on was 
her to have been guilty of ſuch a pokes piece Mrs. 
of folly that of puniſhing your preſumption, and foun 
of being a perpetual plague to the whining love- muſ] 
ſick Anna. But it would have been too much to neſs 
dedicate my life to ſuch a contemptible purpoſe. eyes. 
When next I ſee you, I ſhall bear the name of him the 
who has my heart; and of this I ſhould have in- of pi 
formed you when you inſulted me with a petition to vant 
be rejected, had not your inſolence deſerved the it. 


puniſhment of ſuſpence. | ware 
| CE. EDWIN- to h. 
= ONE Is, mut 
| er : | Epc: FINE 
« If” ſaid ſhe faintly, © this is trug Ef? 


8 


Oh!] no if's for God's ſake,” any 
Wellers, I muſt perform my pra N 
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“Herbert muſt ſup with us.“ Not forbid by the 


bluſhing Anna he was re- admitted. 


Can language of any kind do juſtice to the felicity 
of this happy evening, when two amiable youn 
perſons found (without any reproachable effort of 
their own) the hitherto Ain one bars which 
oppoſed their union, totally removed; unreſtrained 
by a ſenſe of impropriety, unawed by fear, uncon- 
ſcious of guilt, bleſſed with affluence beyond their 
wiſhes, when fate, which had ſo long and invaria- 
bly followed them with omens of their eternal ſe- 
aration, now relenting preſented to their view un- 
interrupted peace and endlefs happineſs : if there is 
a language adequate to a deſcription of the raptures 
of two ſenſible minds fo ſituated, Lam unaequainted 


with it. Sacred be their loves, as void of guilt their 


They parted not till two o'clock, and then too 


happy to reſt: but how different may be the effects 


from one cauſe ; the want of fleep left no viſi- 
ble traces on the countenance of our heroine ; ſhe 


| was indeed in no haſte to leave her apartment, but 


Mrs. Wellers, whoſe pleaſure was without bounds, 
found her dreſſed, ſweet as the opening roſe, her 


muſlin levet and linen only to be outdone in white- 


neſs by the ſkin they covered. Joy danced in her 
eyes, and her beautiful mouth now adorned with 
the ſmile of tranquillity, half ſhewed a double row 


of pearl, and exhibited to the moſt enchanting ad- 


vantage the innumerable dimples which ſurrounded 
Its. The viſible ſatisfaction this lively diſplay of in- 
ward peace gave Mrs. Wellers, added freſh grace 


to her ſmiles ; and returning ber ſilent ſalute with 


mutual exchanges of thoſe looks true cordiality | 
only can ſend forth, they deſcended to the break- 
| ; r 


The General and Mr. Mordant had been fixing 
their route to France, and ſeriouſly lamenting the 


ps occaſion 
5) Exthader Hp f 
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occaſion Which obliged them to take it, when Mr 
Herbert was announced. 

c Herbert !” repeated Mr. Mordant in aſto- 
niſhment. _ 

«© The ſame, dear Sir,” anſwered the Ralf over- 
Joyed Charles ; © he comes to demand your con- 
„ gratulations.” _ 

On your marriage to be ſure,” anſwered Mr. 
Mordant ; „ but what can have brought you. ſo 
© foon to Bath; is Mrs. Herbert with you? 1s 
« Wilkinſon come?“ 

| & Not ſo faſt, my dear Sir,” returned Herbert. 
« No, you are, if you pleaſe, to . me 
on my not being married; and—” 

_ Here, Mrs. Wellers, Who had gone to fetch 
Anna, entered, followed by the divinity he adored; 
—he flew to meet her. 

Hey!“ ſaid the General, the whole matter 
then ſtriking him, © So, ſo, ſo, you have found 
da phyſician, and we ſhall have no occaſion to 
go to France.“ 

„ Nor will my dear niece, I fear, follow me to 
% Jamaica,” joined Mr. Mordant. 


Anna curtſey'd to both, and anſwered her lover's 


fond inquiries after her health with grace and eaſe. 
When they were ſeated, ſhe told him he ſhould 
have the honor of iving the water to Mrs. Wellers; 
and the ſervant being diſmiſſed, conſcious of the 
rectitude of her ſentiments, and as free from all 
| affectation, as incapable of deceit ; above the little 
arts which women, who feel a. void of real modeſty, 
by overſtraining the” appearance of that beautiful 
quality, have recourſe , in vain hope of conceal- 
Ing their unamiable deficiency, her underſtanding 
"fat ſheepiſhneſs out of her character, and her na- 
tive dignity ſecuted her from the cenſure of bold- 
neſs, poſſeſſing the happy medium ih every inſtance 


| but one; it was conſiſtent with her Ideas of grateful, 
4 


e 


A; Nj; N As 285 


| propriety, to make a frank acknowledgment to 
\No- ber friends of thoſe ſentiments ſhe had not concealed 
from her lover. 
ver- After a little heſitation, in which ſenſibility was 
on- far more viſible than ſhame, ſhe owned her predi- 
lection for Mr. Herbert from the firſt of her ac- 
Mr. quaintance 3 the progreſs it had made in her affec- 
| ſo tion, had been, ſhe ſaid, as irreſiſtible as rapid; 
? I; MY ſhe mentioned him to Mr. Mordant as the cauſe of 
her declining the addreſſes of his amiable ſon ; nor 
ert. could ſhe reſtrain her tears in repeating ber ſuffer- 
me I ings at ſuppoſing him dead from the accidental in- 
formation of the magazine ; her diſtreſs when the 
etch ſame moment that diſcovered his exiſtence gave her 
ed; ſuch undoubted proofs of his engagement to Miſs 
Edwin, it was unneceſlary to repeat; but ſhe con- 
tter cluded with aſſuring them, if it yet ſhould appear to 


und her uncle and Mr. Summers, that her ſentiments in 
1 to Mr. Herbert's favour were the effect of caprice or 
want of judgment in her, inſtead of deſert in him, 
e to ſhe could not indeed promiſe to ceaſe loying him, 
but would never marry. without not only their con- 
er's ſent but approbation; and then leaving him to the 
aſe. explanation and vindication of his own actions, ſhe 


uld retired, ; declining, the attendance of Mrs. Wellers. 
163 1 Yoy, my dear Madam,” faid ſhe, “ muſt ſtay— 
the « 11 ſhall judge for me, I am too partial to Hob 
all « for myſelf.” T“ 
ttle Herbert, all ſenſe 8 . liberal i in * 
ſty, ideas, and juſt in his actions, a ſcholar and a gen- 
iful tleman, his principles unvitiated, his morals uncor- 
al- rupted, not warmer in his ſenſe of honour than in 
ing his love of truth, needed not an advocate with 255 
na- judges; they ſaw Anna's partiality, they approve 0 
the See which 5 hs and only W | 
any one who knew both could. think 2 
er two 1 who, ſeemed born or e 
Other. 
* CHAP. 


H A F. Rel 
A Trip to the North. 


Mis. Herbert had now to account to them; he 
had before done it to Anna, for his ſudden enfran- 
chiſement. | 

He' told them, that the whole journey down, 
Miſs Edwin's behavour was ſullen, haughty, and 
reſerved to all the party; her ſupercilious behaviour 
knew no diſtinction of perſons, but was extended 
to her father and mother, with as little ceremon 
as to Patty and himſelf; inſomuch that Lady Ed- 
win, it was eaſy to perceive, with great difficulty 
forbore her reſentment. On their arrival at Den- 
nis Place, ſhe effected retirement, but made no 
oObjection to the day propoſed for their nuptials; 
that as to himſelf, ſpite of his internal wretched- 
neſs, he endeavourefl to perſevere in the kind of 


behaviour lie had always adopted, Which was po- 


lite and friendly; he Nad pretended to no =] 
'To the great, diverſion of Sir William, and the ſu 
of every body elſe, their aunt Winifred, 

her ridicule, was her favourite friend 880 
chi companion, and the only 
houfe with whom ſhe choſe to converſe.” 
On the evening ceding their n uptials, Which 
was the day Mr. ne and. WAG on were ex- 
pected, rd old chapel being cleared and orna- 
mented for the purpofe, the 'neighbouthood' invi- 
ted, and — made to entertain the whole 
| county, 


perſon about the 


CC A prey 


. had Al 
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county, Cecilia, without waiting to ſee them, re- 


tired to her apartment. 


Lady Edwin was ſurpriſed and hurt at ſuch a 
whim, as Patty (though going to be united to the 
object of her choice) having been brought down 
for the expreſs purpoſe of accompanying her couſin, 
would certainly, at ſuch adelicate period, wiſh for 
a companion of her own age and ſex ; but remon- 
ſtrances were vain, ſhe continued obſtinate, and 
carried her point. . i 

«© Manfel and Wilkinſon arrived in the evening. 
to my own dreadful reflections, I had 
«© not,” he continued, a thought of reſt; but I 
«© attended my dear mother early to her chamber, 


«© when, for the firſt time, the hinted her fears, 


“IJ Was not happy in my, or Tither her, choice. 

„I made no anſwer to this but too true furmiſe ; 
little did the beſt and tendereſt of mothers ima- 
« gine 20 reigned without a rival in my ſoul: had 
« ſhe but ſuſpected I loved, her ſenſe of honour 
« and of Juſtice would have rendered her miſera- 
« ble; but as no remedy offered to prevent this 
& dreadfulfacrifice but what would involve her in 


„ my ruin, and wound the hearts of Sir William 


« and Lady Edwin, I fuffered her to continue 
in ighorance of my feelings—Dear woman, on 
«her knees ſhe prayed for bleſſings on her chil- 
e ghe Was ſure 1 might mould my couſin, ſo 
s loved me, into what form I pleaſed ; 
and the gratitude and nature her partiality 
“ gave me credit for, would inſure our happineſs ; 
0 1 left her, entremely affected by her maternal 
« goodneſs, my foul rent with the idea of the ap- 
“ proaching ceremony, Which I felt would render 
ec the whole creation an univerſal blank to me. In 
« crofling the gallery, I Was ftruck with a glimpſe 
« of Cecilia haſtily deſcending the ſtairs; but as 
EY, wi. ._ "may 
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c every hour was marked with freſh whim and ca- 


« price, when I was ſure it was her, it gave me no 
“ farther thought: 

What my reflections were during that painful 
ce night I will not, (ſince, thank God! it is paſt) re- 
« peat: I can only attempt to expiate my offence 
«© to Heaven by confeſſing, ſuch were my ſorrows, 


] found it impoſlible to reſt, and therefore went 


«© not to bed. Every revolving moment, while re- 
collection brought to my memory all the paſt, at 
«© the ſame inſtant reminding me how ſoon, 
© how very ſoon by a voluntary act of my own, 


« ] muſt for ever relin quiſh all claim on the 


« woman I adored, and plight my faith to one 
« I deſpiſed, m diſtreſs became ſo poignant, I 


c own it with ſhane, I am not ſure but my mo- 


ce ther's heart would have been wounded by a ſecond 
% ſuicide in my family, had not the fatal engage- 


« ment been ſo happily broke off. The diſtraction 


e of my ideas was increaſed b the buſtle and hur- 


“ ry which, by break of day filled the houſe; and 
« before fix, by the ſight of my meek ſiſter hang- 
ing on the arm of her beloved Wilkinſon, whoſe 
6“ looks bent in cordial love, even at that diſtance, 


& conveyed to me a picture of the rapture of his 


e mind: 1, was turning from. them, my imagina- 
tion ſickening at the contraſt in my own ſituation, 


« when a freſh commotion in the houſe, and Pat- 


466 
6180 


F haſty ſummons from the garden, excited for 


e moment my curioſity, which, however, quickly 
& vaniſhed: too miſerable to fear an aggravation 


5 of that, 1 was again loſt in deſpair; I had no- 
7 thing, I thou ht, to fear, and leſs to hope, from 

« whatever. might be going forward : happy miſ- 
« take | My mother and Lady Edwin entered my 


et room; the former with looks. of compaſſion, the 
4 latter deprived by anger and diſtreſs, of the 


ce power of utterance, pale, and ſhaking every 
« nerve. 


« My 
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« My dear ſon,” ſaid my mother, © you muſt 


arm yourſelf with patience.” 


«© Ah! what has happened!” cried I, conclu- 
ding (my mind ever on one ſubject) ſome dreadful 
news from Bath. _ . | 
% Lady Edwin, then in agony, found ſpeech ; 
Cecilia, ſaid ſhe, that diſgrace to my blood, that 
diſhonour to my race, has eloped : all my care 
for her is loſt, all my ſolicitude vain—my anxious 
hours, my ſleepleſs nights, my ardent prayers, 
of no effet—unhappy woman that I am—the 

' diſtreſs of my poor brother is viſited on my de- 
© voted head—childleſs and wretched, for never 
«© will I own to receive that ill-principled girl—I 
* have no hope or comfort in my own poſterity. 

« My reſpect for Lady Edwin, my veneration 
of her ſorrows, nor compaſſion for my uncle, who 
ran about wringing his hands, and vainly calling 
on his beloved ungrateful daughter, had power 
to rein in my joy, which actually had near 
* ſuffocated me; when Wilkinſon and Manſel 

came to us, the former preſſed my hand with a 

fervency that could have but one meaning—it 
brought the blood into my cheeks—Manſel, 
good venerable man—never ſhall I forget his 
looks, they were rhetoric: itſel.— The next in- 
quiry was for aunt Win.; ſhe was not to be 
© found. Preſently Miſs Edwin's maid, a prudent 
woman, placed about her by her mother, brought 
in two letters left on Ceciha's writing ſtand ; 
mine you have ſeen : what Lady Edwin's was, 
Iam yet to learn—News was that inſtant brought 
that two perſons had been ſeen in the neighbour- 
*: hood, plainly .drefſed; but well mounted, that 


cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
cc 
cc 


% aunt Win. had met them ſeveral times; and a 
“farmer whoſe ſtay at the next village had been 


« protracted by his falling aſleep in a ſtate of in- 
toxication, ſaw, as he paſſed the avenue to Dennis 
Vor. II. . 
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Place, a Chaiſe and four drive out very furiouſly, 
and ſaid he was ſure Madam Winifred was in it, 
for he heard her ſcold the driver for not ſtopping 
to pick up her bonnet, which by ſome accident 
c had fallen out of the chaiſe window, and which 
4 he took up; he ſaid they were followed by two 
66 or three men on Horſeback. | | | 


J heard no more -I flew to the ſtable my 


ec horſe was one fit to anſwer the impatience of his 
c rider—when I could no longer outſtrip the wind, 
I threw myſelf into a poſt-chaiſe, and, without 


« ſtopping, was in fifteen hours at the feet of my 
« lovely Anna.” So Iiſa | ok 
On this little hiſtory Mr. Herbert received the 


congratulations of all preſent happineſs now re- 


ſumed her proper ſeat, the habitation of virtue was 


no longer clouded with grief; and thoſe hearts 


where philanthropy and benevolence: ever dwelt, 
became the ſeat of peace. 


That peace was not interrupted, though their at- 


tention was engaged in the evening by an account 
from Sutton houſe, of the death (as he was taking 
his tea) of its owner. This event, though expected 


by the faculty, was too ſudden not to ſhock Lady 


Anna Trevanion. © 


Mr. Mordant, with Mr. Herbert, on behalf of 
Mr. Wilkinſon, inſtantly repaired there to put their 


reſpective ſeals on the effects, and ſent off an ex- 
_ preſs to Dennis Place. 
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not take from Wilkinſon the defire of inſuring his 


own happineſs; Sir William wiſhed to purſue the fu- 


ves, but Mr. Wilkinſon would not accompany 
him till he was actually married, leſt one delay 
might be productive of others; they were there- 


| fore united. The poor, Lady Edwin ſaid, ſhould 


not ſuffer for the folly and diſobedience of Cecilia; 
the intended gifts were diſpenſed ; and the — 
5 5 © . people 
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People regaled, though apologies were diſpatched to 


» 


the gentry who had been invited. 


From the chapel door, Sir William and Mr. 


Wilkinſon ſet out on their purſuit, which they de- 
layed with the more patience on the fide of the ba- 


ronet, as he had no doubt but Herbert was ſet off 


on the fame errand; they eaſily traced the chaiſe to 


Glouceſter, where, not more to their ſurpriſe than 
her mortification, they encountered one of the run- 


aways, juſt as ſhe was getting into a poſt-chaiſe. 


_ Miſs Winifred Edwin was in the greateſt diſtreſs, . 
and at the fight of Sir William her grief became 


vociferous ; ſhe railed againſt the deceit and ingra- 
tirude of the world to that brother towards whom 
the had been ſo lately guilty of both; they gathered 
from her exclamations, that the journey to the north 


was too far advanced for their utmoſt efforts to im- 


pede or overtake ; indeed this venerable maiden 


| had been very cruelly treated by her niece ; for, 


taking advantage of her loving diſpoſition, Captain 
Dunbar was accompanied in his perambulations 


about Dennis Place by a very handſome friend, 
Who was exceedingly ſmitten with aunt Winny, 
and prevailed on her to conſent to the Captain's 
carrying off Cecilia, merely by way of companion 
to herſelf, as he proteſted he could not exiſt with- 
-out being united to her, and promiſed to meet 
them at Glouceſter ; he was true to his appoint- 
ment as to time and place, but was unluckily ac- 
companied by a lady who made up the party quarrẽ 


without Miſs Win. and totally deſtroyed the ſan- 


-guine hopes that poor body had entertained of en- 
tering the holy ſtate of matrimony. This un- 
welcome mtruder was Mrs. Edwin; the two ladies 
were overjoyed at meeting in ſuch happy eircum- 


ſtances, and the diſappointed maiden had the mor- 
tification of ſecing herſelf deprived of her lover, 


 $diculed: by her thoughtieſs niece, laughed at by 
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the company, and left alone in a ſtrange place, the 
gentlemen not chuſing to loſe a moment in carrying 
off their golden prizes. 5 

Poor Winifred, afraid to face her juſtly enraged 
ſiſter-in-law, had been in the greateſt dilemma 
where to beſtow her ſweet perſon; Mrs. Jane 
Manſel was xecollected as her only aſylum, and 
ſhe was on Be point of ſetting out for Llandore, 
when an end was put to that ſcheme by the arrival 
of her brother, who, much againſt her inclination, 
obliged her to return to Dennis Place to render an 
account of the whole intrigue. 

Sir William, finding they had ſo many hours 
ſtart of him, and that the perſon his daughter had 
fixed on was really a gentleman, wiſely reſolved to 
follow her no farther, but leave her to the fate ſhe 
choſe in preference to his advice, not doubting but 
as ſhe was wholly dependent on him, he ſhould ve 


ſoon hear of or from her, and returned with Mifs | 


Winifred. 

In the mean while Mrs. Herbert was in a thou- 
ſand apprehenſions for her ſon, which increaſed 
very much at the return of Sir William and Mr. 


Wilkinſon, as ſhe, having no doubt but he was in 


purſuit of Cecilia, expected they would return to- 


gether. Mr. Manſel, in compaſſion to her mater- 


nal diſtreſs which ſhe could not conceal, gave it as 

his opinion, that her ſon was gone a very different 

road, and he would venture to promiſe her news of 
him as ſoon as he reached Bath. 5 

Mir. Mordant's expreſs arrived in half an hour 

aſter Mr. Wilkinſon's return, who, leaving his 

bride to the care of their reverend friend to follow 


in their own chaiſe, ſet out by the quickeſt con- 


veyance. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. Nei 


A Diſappointment. | 


Ox Mr. Wilkinſon's arrival at Bath, he was 
pleaſed but not ſurpriſed, to meet Herbert, who 


accompanied him to Sutton houſe ; they were 


there much ſtruck to find the ſeals of two foreign 


noblemen affixed to the drawers and cabinets in ad- 


dition to their own; and Stevens, who was yet 
there, informed them an old Prie!t, who was high 
in Lord Sutton's confidence, had ſet out for the 


Continent the inſtant he died. 


The two Noblemen, who were at Bath, dn | 
on being ſent for; they were men of high rank, and: 


unimpeached honour ; and every ſuſpicion of foul 


play was obviated by their reſpectable characters. 
On opening the deceaſed's private cabinet, the firſt 


thing they found was a will, legally ſigned and at- 


teſted, giving the whole of his fortune, without a 
ſingle legacy, to the two foreigners, for uſes which 
he had explained to them, and forbidding the call- 
ing to any account the prieſt his confeſſor, as what 
75 he might have in his poſſeſſion was a voluntary 
gift. * 
5 The ſurprize, and indeed the diſappointment of 
young Wilkinſon and his friends at this ſtroke, is 
not to be expreſſed; the two Counts ſaid, the be- 
queſt to them was ſo ſacred, and witneſſed by the 
prieſt, it was impoſſible for them either to explain. 


it or give up: an article of the aſſets. 


Stevens, 
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Stevens, who had hoped for an annuity, now 
petitioned for his expences to town, and was bid 
not only to expect that, but to make a charge of 
his attendance, both which they would pay ; and 
Mr. Wilkinſon having promiſed to take care of 
Villars, he and his friend returned in diſmay and 
aſtomiſhment to Lady Anna's. 

They were not received with leſs cordiality for 
this blow ; the General, who had hitherto avoided 
foung Wilkinſon, embraced and comforted him, 

y the aſſurance, that the money ſo vilely got would 
never have worn well; and after the firſt ſhock, the 


_ difappointment was forgot in the reflection, that 


whatever happened, his Patty was taken care of; 


and, ſaid Anna, my dear girls have their 50001. 


fafe. | 

Believe me,” anſwered Mr. Summers, © it is 
6e all for the beſt 3 would you have had the wretch 
& finiſh his corrupt career with an act of juſtice ? 
I confeſs my hatred of him is gratified in this laſt 
.« piece of deceit z I have no doubt but. che artful 
« prieſt, having received his confeſſion, made the 
ee whole of his fortune the price of his abſolution, 
and cunningly ſuſpeCting the interference of the 
e legiſlature, on taking ſuch immenſe property out 


ec of the kingdom, prevailed on him to make thoſe 
ec noblemen his heirs under reſtrictions they will 


ec not dare to break in a Catholic country.” 
Wilkinſon put on mourning, but declined at- 
tending the funeral; and Mrs. Wilkinſon was re- 
ceived by her fond huſband at Lady Anna's, inſtead 
of Sutton houſe. 


On entering the drawing-room, how was the 
bride amazed to ſee her loſt brother, one arm 


round the waiſt of Anna, the other holding a Mil- 

ton out of which he was repeating that beautiful 
paſlage, e 8 

« With thee converſing, I forgot all time, 
All ſeaſens and their change, &c, &c.“ 

8 | | cc My 
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t My Anna—my dear, dear Charles, is this 
rt poflible ! oh, Lady Anna,” fail the mild Patty, 
falling at her feet, with an involuntary motion, Is 
&« this true? and will—yes I know you will—for 
« who but you can reward a fon, a brother, whoſe 
6 duty, and whoſe fraternal love could prevail on 
«© him to take miſery to his boſom ?” | 

Mr. Manſel entered as the lovely filters were 
embracing ; the good man could not ſpeak ; he 
bleſſed, he could only bleſs his Anna. 

As ſoon as a tranquil certainty of her brother's 
and her friends happineſs would permit her, Mrs. 
Wilkinſon informed them ſhe had left her mother 
: to comfort Lady Edwin, who mourned, with a bro- 

ken ſpirit, the depravity of her children; but ſtill, 
as ſhe avowed indulging a pleaſing hope that the 
honour of her houſe would yet be preſerved by its 
lineal repreſentative, and aſcribing the difappoint- 
ment of her wiſhes in her own offspring to the cru- 
elty ſhewn her brother; Sir William had already 
e pens the hoſpitable plan of living he delighted 
in; and Mrs. Wilkinfon, in the tenderneſs of her 
huſband, ſoon forgot her reluctance at parting with 
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. ber friends at Dennis Place; as to Lord Sutton's 
IT fortune, ſhe gave it not a ſecond thought. | 
Mr. Manſel having delivered a packet with which 
| he was charged, from Lady Edwin to Anna, ſhe | 
. retired to read it, leaving the brother and ſiſter 
; to their mutual explanation; it contained as 
| follows 5 = | 
q 1 „ My DEARESF NIECE, 


5 „ "THE diſgraceful event in my family, of which 
0 pow friends will inform you, would I am fure 
“é have drawn to me my only remaining comfort, 
without my aſking it; but I have many things. 
| | O 4 | 5 6 « to 
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to ſay and to explain, too mortifying for perſo- 
nal communication, though into the boſom of 
candour itfelf. WT. 


Will, therefore, my dear niece forgive her un- 


happy aunt, for troubling her with repetitions of 
family grievances and diſgrace, for having the 


fond vanity of believing her advice and re- 
queſt will be more regarded by the daughter 


of her brother, than by her whoſe maturity 
has never afforded her mother one pleaſurable 
. 127 e | 

The name which you, my dear Anna, bear, 
in a long line of illuſtrious anceſtors, has never 
been diſhonoured by the ſlighteſt tarniſh, that 
only one received by my brother Hugh's uniting 
himſelf with a plebeian, being entirely done 


away by the native dignity of his daughter; in 


you the virtue, as well as honour, of our houſe 
1s united ; that is indeed the conſolation of m 
ſoul under the affliction it has pleaſed God to 
ſend me. 1 Tok | 

& At the diſcovery of my ſon's attachment to 
you, which was at the inſtant of that villainous 


Lord's contrivance to charge you with vices ſo 


indignant to your noble blood, my own convic- 


tion told me how little the hope was of driving 


you from his heart by ſuch a ſubſlitute as Miſs 


Turbville. | 


6 But, anxious to unite our children to thoſe 
whoſe birth and family would not diſgrace our 
own, our words were engaged for. our ſon, 
before Mr. Turbville died—from that there was 
no receding, even if the diſcovery of your birth 
had preceded his marriage. So you ſee that the 


ſteps human wiſdom pointed out, as the only 


means of preſerving the dignity of our family, 
was productive of its debaſement. Had our ſon 
been left to his own choice, he would have 
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made the right election; guided by us, by met 
deſtruction. 

Our daughter, undone by our iodulance, 
became the ſlave of diſſipation, the child of fol- 
ly; unreſtrained by her parents, how could ſhe 
be expected to reſtrain herſelf? Our miſtaken 
generoſity, operating with a weak head and 
bad heart, ſoon robbed her of the chief 
ornament of her ſex ; her perſon, from its con- 
ſtant exhibition, became contemptible; and her 
character ſuſpected; inſtead of the propoſals her 
rank and fortune intitled her to, we had the 
mortification to hear her conqueſts were 
among the neceſſitous and unworthy; our 
ſon, cut off in the thoughtleſs career of extra- 
vagant youth, his talents, which under the 
guide of diſcretion, might have been of uſe 
and ornament to his country, as well as ho- 
nour to his family, for ever loſt to both, we be- 
came the more ſerious in our concern for Cecilia. 
We flattered. ourſelves ſhe had always been 
attached to her fouſin Charles; but we were ſo 
unhappy as to diſcover, at a very, if not too 
late period, an imprudent connection, which, 


however, (as in that moment the met our wiſhes - 
cc 


in avowing an unabated love for Herbert) we 
were eager to hope might be merely the effect 
of levity ; I therefore propoſed to Mrs. Herbert- 
the immediate match we had always. in ud. 
between her ſon and my daughter. 

« I ſaw, I confeſs to you, won Anna, the 
oung man accorded to our meaſures with no 
impreſſion in Miſs Edwin's favour, except ho- 


nour and gratitude; but thoſe were principles 


on which I built ſtronger for indulgence, and in 
conſequence a permanent reformation in Cecilia, 
than on mere paſſion. I knew our love and li- 


berality would be united to his fortune, for our 
9 ' general. 
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general happineſs; and on thoſe grounds, I had 
& the cruelty to perſiſt in what Thad too many 
« reaſons to know the heart of the amiable 
c youth recoiled at, becauſe no other plan oc- 
© curred that gave the moſt diſtant hope of pre- 


« ſerving what was left of the honour of my poſ- 
4 terity. 1 DN”: 
& This ſelfiſh conduct met its reward in a to- 


” 


« tal diſappointment, by the elopement of my 
daughter. | poke 

„ incloſe you her letter—read it here, Lady 
* Anna, by way of ſupport to the requeſt I am 
re. pong Bs make, that compaſhon for my feelings 
„ may be added to the ſenſe of what you owe the 
ec family you ſolely repreſent, to prevail on you to 
t take the only ſtep, that will enable me again to 
% meet the eyes of my countrymen. . 
„ Nou muſt bring to Trevanion Houſe a chief 
„ worthy of ſuch vaſſals. 0B th 


. You are rich enough in your own right, to 
« chuſe, even among the indigent, a perſon you 


©« can love; nevertheleſs, as the: affections of one 
«fo tinfortunately ſituated, though for Lady Anna 


„ Trevanion, will appear in a more queſtionable 


% light, than that of a man, who poſſeſſes in his 
«own fortune, a right to chuſe, the leaſt to be 
cc ſuſpected is the laſt. F 15 

e But I pretend not to dictate; all I aſk of you 


. — is to marry with condition, that the happy ob- 


cc ject of your choice ſhall change his name to that 
c of Trevanion; at the ſame time taking care, 


cc that the one he gives up, is equally reſpecta- 


«* ble—on this, my dear niece, hang all my pre- 
3 tell me you will oblige, and render 


„Tour diſtreſſed Aunt, 
„C. ED WIN.“ 
To 


o tinned. PADO | toy 
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5 To Lady E DW IN. 

. . ( Inclofed in the foregoing. ) 

: “ Madam, | 

5 « AS this is the laſt imprudence Cecilia Edwin 

© can be guilty of, I entreat my papa's and your 
« pardon for it. I leave my family at a critical 


time to them, as well as myſelf; the truth is, 

© our blood has from generation to generation, 

0 by flowing in the fame regular channel, at laſt 
% wearied itſelf by its own ſameneſs, and Mr. 


« Dunbar aſſures me, His is no leſs reſpecta- 
; 66 ble; ſo that a little change, will be an advan- 
« tage to both; I hope, therefore, on reflec- 

“tion, you will forgive the act on account of the 


“ motive. | 
“ Your dutiful daughter, 
e « C. E D WIN.“ 


Anna read the packet with different emotions. 
Lady Edwin had but one fault, if her bigoted re- 
gard to the honour of her family could be ſo called. 
She was a woman, whoſe practice of every noble 
principle ſanCtified her pride of blood; and the ca- 
lamities of her domeſtic circle were the more hu- 
| miliating, as conſcious of no one deviation from 

| the virtue of her anceſtors herſelf, in thought or 
act, ſhe was the farther from apprehending it in 
her children, till conviction accompanied the-cer- 
tainty of interference being now too late ; the, 
blood of Trevanion, ſhe thought, would ſecure 
them equally from vice and meanneſs; the max- 


ans. 
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ims and greatneſs of ſoul ſhe had derived from her 
father, had been carefully delivered to her chil- 
dren forgetting it was in the family manſion, and 
its environs only, they had been preſerved unſul- 
. lied, and that the great world was too crouded with 
artificial virtues, to give place to real ones; not 
aware the example from the multitude was far 
more prevalent on the minds of proſperous youth, 

than the dry precepts of individuals, her grief was 
too reſpectable, her diſappointment too keen, to 
be Ad by her niece. The requeſt of Lady 
Edwin pictured the amiable Charles; Sir William's 


eſtate was entailed on him in default of male 1flue ; 


his family was as ancient and reſpectable as that of 
Trevanion, of which indeed it was a branch: his 
name, diſhonoured by his father's unhappy. end; 

would be of leſs conſequence in its change, as that 
of 'Trevanion had been the one from which his fa- 
mily ſprung. 

Thus, then, the man of ber choice was him 
moſt ſuitable to her ſituation; but whether, after 
being fo circumſtanced with Cecilia Lady Edwin 
might approve their union, Was doubtful. 
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A T Lady Anna's return to the company, her 
looks were examined by her fond Herbert; he read 
in them an anxiety he was impatient to remove; 
and, at his earneſt requeſt, ſhe gave her aunt's let- 
ter into the hands of Mr. Mordant the contents 
were highly pleaſing to that gentleman. Having 
obtained her permiſſion, he ſet off the next morn- 
ing for Dennis Place, accompanied by Mr. Her- 
bert. Soon did that happy lover return to eſcort 
his beloved and her friends to Lady Edwin; and 
the real heireſs of Trevanion was met by the te- 
nants and vaſſals of her eſtate, and followed through 
two counties by the acclamations and unfeigned joy 


of the honeſt, unconquered, though uncultivated | 
Cambrians. „„ 


Sir William and Lady Edwin, equally gratified, 
and mutually happy in the union of their amiable 
nephew and niece, reſigned themſelves to the will 
of heaven in the diſpoſal of their children, and felt 
nothing but joy in the more fortunate lot of their 
next dear relatives. | 

Mrs. Herbert—but why need I ſpeak of her, 
when I have yet to ſay, her ſon was the happieſt 
of men, and her daughter the moſt contented of 
women, could the remainder of her life then be 
other than one ſcene of devout tranſport and grate- 
ful joy? In her afflictions, ſhe was reſpected ; and 
in her proſperity, deſervedly beloved. p- | 
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As ſoon as the writings were ready, and the 


forms gone through on account of the change of 
name, to which was annexed the family honours, 
the voluntary favour, it was ſaid, of a Prince, 


whoſe great misfortune it is, that his own Judg- 


ment is too ſeldom a recommendation to the di 


ty he beſtows, the Earl and Counteſs of 'Trevanion 


were publicly united in the family chapel. 


The noble heireſs ſoon became the idol of her 


country; and Lady Edwin exulted in the revival 
of her family dignity. 

Miſs Edwin, now Mrs. Dundas, in a very ſhort 
time, became a petitioner, and obtained a pardon, 
which ever preceded aſking in the heart of her fond 


father; and Captain Dunbar being ſecond ſon to 
an Iriſh peer, Lady Edwin condeſcended to receive 


him, and conſented to the eftabliſhment of her 
daughter on the moſt liberal and generous plan, 
The ladies were both returned with their huſbands 
to Portman Square, from whence Mrs. Dunbar 
removed, as ſoon as Sir William's remittance ena- 
| bled her. To this ſtep indeed ſhe was rather pre- 

cipitated by the hurry Mr. Melliſh was in to viſit 

his lady's ſeat in Shropſhire ; whither he had not 
the good-nature towards his wife, or the Politenicls 
to her friend, to invite her. 

Captain Dunbar was wild and diſfipated ; he 
foon ran out the firſt ſum advanced by his father- 
in-law; and another was aſked, and granted, but 
his demands increaſing with the generoſity of the 
noble-ſpirited baronet, he at laſt thought proper to 
reſtrain a bounty, that muſt in the end injure in- 
ſtead of ſerving his daughter, more eſpecially as her 

pregnancy was announced. 

Ir William Edwin was good nature and libera- 
lity itſelf, till he ſuſpected an impoſition ; but when 
once he ſaw a mean advantage was taken of his 
open temper, he inſtantly turned to the other ex- 
„ a treme, 
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treme, and was as obſtinately impenetrable to ſuch 


applications, as he had before been generous and 


complying. | „„ 
Captain Dunbar, young, thoughtleſs, and ex- 

travagant, was ſoon weary of a contracted income 

and an expenſive wife; and finding himſelf too idle 


to reform, or leſſen his expences, he privately ex- 


changed for advanced rank in the Weſt Indies, and 
left his lady to take her own methods with her re- 


lations. 1 2 
The ne and lovely Counteſs of Trevanion, 


no leſs reſpected than admired in the great world, 
and beloved and adored in her own county and 
conneCtions; and her huſband not more dignified 
by his rank and abilities, than eſteemed for the 
rectitude of his principles and the benignity of his 
diſpoſition ; were objects too galling for Mrs. Dun- 
bar; to meet in her preſent circumſtances-while, 
therefore, ſhe waited the determination of her pa- 
rents, refuſing the offered aſylum at Dennis Place, 
ſhe choſe to aſk one with Mrs. Melliſh in Shrop- 
ſhire; but that partner in her imprudence had not 
power to give the welcome ſhe expected. 


Captain Melliſh, when he took his lady into the 


country, had no intentions to return, and much 
leſs to ſuffer her to keep up any of her connecti- 
ons; the ſituation of his lady was no leſs unplea- 
ſingly altered, though in a different manner, than 
that of her friend; for Captain Melliſh was, in the 
other extreme, as penurious as Dunbar was extra- 


vagant; and as Mrs. Melliſh did not breed, all his 


intention was towards ſaving out of her income 


what, in caſe of her death, would conſole him for 


her eſtate, which, if ſhe died childleſs, was ſettled 
on the next heir, then abroad : here then was no 


place for Mrs. Dunbar; who returned to London 


Mrs. Mel. | 


in high dudgeon with her friend Melliſh. 
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Mrs. Melliſh, on her part, thus cut off from all 
that ſhe had been uſed to eſteem valuable in life, 
ſtinted in every article of expence, even to com- 


mon neceſſaries, ſhut out from the pleaſures of 


amuſement, and debarred of the joys of ſociety, 
took to the only method that could puniſh the con- 
tracted vice of her huſband, by depriving him of 
her income; ſhe gave herſelf up to drinking cor- 
dials and ftrong waters when ſhe could procure 
them, and when ſhe could not, drams and liquors 
of a more vulgar kind were ſubſtituted in their 
ſtead. Her health ſoon became affected by this 
fatal reſource. Melhſh deſtitute of feeling and 

ood nature, was equally callous to reproach, and 
regardleſs of her complaints, till ſeriouſly alarmed 
at the danger in which ſhe: ſoon was, the avarice 
which had deſtroyed, ſought to preſerve her exiſt- 
ence. How could he bear to part with a wife, 
whoſe death would deprive him of ſuch a fortune? 
With anxious wiſhes for her recovery, her emaci- 
ated body was vainly moved from place to place, at 
the direction of the doctors, who were promiſed 
mountains if ſhe recovered. She fell an early vic- 
tim to her own unguarded folly, and his unfeeling 
avarice. | 


Mrs. Dunbar continuing obſtinate in her refuſals 


to return to Wales, her parents were at laſt prevail- 
ed on to allow her a handſome annuity ; and Lady 
Edwin took into her own care the child. She was 
very happy to be eaſed of the trouble of bringing it 


up. It was a female, and named after herſelf. 


'Thus once more in poſſeſſion of the means of 
living in rank, her houſe was crowded, as her 
doors were opened to that kind of indifcriminate 
company which would diſgrace a private party, but 
which were of a certain fet, and therefore not 


wholly contemptible. With great cunning ſhe 


ſoon acquired ſome experience, and blending one 
oy f „ With 


A N N A. — 38 


with the other, had the dexterity to make the june- 


tion paſs for wit. She was yet young, genteel, 
and had not a bad face; was cautious, but not ſuf- 
pected of prudery ; in ſhort, ſhe maintained a kind 
of doubtful character, too ſuſpicious for the pure 
unſullied ſoul of innocence, and too guarded for 
the poſitive ſtamp of guilt. 15 5 Y 

Mr. Wilkinſon and his lovely bride retired, con- 


tented with their lot, to Llandore, where Mrs. 


Herbert's home was, though her frequent excur- 
ſions to her ſon's almoſt rendered it merely nomi- 
nal. The proſperous ſtate of the iron works was a 
mine of riches more acceptable, and far more ho- 
nourable, than that they had miſſed m Sutton's 
wealth. The proviſion Mr. Wilkinſon promiſed 
Villars, was ſupplied by Mr. Summers, who was 


of ſuch a prepoſterous turn, that he fancied even 


ſhe, in compariſon of ſome part of the world, might 
be virtuous ; at leaſt, he would preſerve her from 
the temptations to guilt; an act of humanity he 
did not live to repent. The remainder of his days, 
which were ſpent at Trevanion Houſe, were un- 
ruffled by a fingle grief, and uninterrupted by care, 
he finiſhed his life in the arms of the young Earl, 
and his change from this world, to that he had been 
long prepared to enter, was unmarked by one 
groan, or rendered ſhocking to his friends by one 
convulſive ſtruggle; the placid ſmile of true ns. 


volence dwelt on his features after life had ceaſed 


to animate them. The bulk of his fortune he left 
to the Counteſs and her children, with handſome 
legacies to thoſe of Mr. Wilkinſon. Re 


Mrs. Wellers left —_ Trevanion but for a ſhort 


period; ſhe had the misfortune to loſe her valuable 
huſband ſoon after her return to Layton; and the 


grateful heart ſne had ſo often ſoothed, would not 
ſuffer her to feel ſorrow alone; Lord Trevanion 
himſelf fetched her to his beloved Anna, whoſe 

e „ then 
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then ſituation would not admit of her travelling ; 
and the good woman experienced the regard of her 


noble friends, in the confidence the whole family 


repoſed in her ſon. All their money concerns 
were intruſted to Mr. Wellers; a circumſtance 
however of equal advantage to both parties; ſince 


the large ſums conſtantly in his hands, could not 
be more profitable to him, as a ſpeculative man, 


than his ſtrict probity and exact honeſty, as well 
as invariable regularity, was to tliem. as 
Eliza Melmoth continued to receive the advan- 


tage of the inſtructions and example of Lady Tre- 
vanion, till ſhe entered her ſeventeenth year, when 


ſhe gave her hand to young Mordant, who, on that 
occaſion, with his. father, ſettled in their native 
country. 4 | 5 
Lady Cecilia, gratified in her family pride, was 
-wholly wrapped: up in her niece, and fully em- 
ployed in educating the young Cecilia, after her 
model, in hopes to make her worthy to ſhare the 
heart of the heir of Trevanion. 0 

Lord Trevanion, by degrees, diveſted Sir Wil- 


liam Edwin of his prejudices, and changed his op- 


poſition: to the miniſter, into a patriotic zeal for 
the good of his country, 'and the honour of his 


prince, which he at length convinced him were ſy- 


nonimous terms. 


Himſelf a watchful and independent guardian 


of the privileges and benefits of the nation at large, 
and his own county in particular, not urged by 
prejudice, nor reſtrained by intereſted conſiderati- 
ons, he either ſupported or oppoſed men and mea- 
ſures, as they appeared to have in view the general 
good; his honour was above price; and his prin- 
ciples ſecured from temptation by that noble pride, 
which, ſcorning obligation, regulated his wiſhes to 
his power. Many poſſeſſed greater eſtates; but 
_ thoſe whoſe rent-rolls were ten times larger, 0 

; | | neither 
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neither ſo affluent nor ſo happy as he; becauſe he 


Was noe r, and becauſe he was juſt; his wife, 
the fond choice of his early years, is yet the ob- 


ject of his adoration; her beauty, ſtriking as it is, 


is her leaſt attraction; and her high rank and af- 


fluent fortune creates not that reſpect, which is 


paid to her excellent heart and refined underſtand- 
ing. Bleſt with the full gratification of their wiſh- 
es in the poſſeſſion of each other, and happy in a 


beauteous offspring, ſurrounding, like olive branch- 


es, their hoſpitable board, they yet live, and may 
they long do ſo, adored by each other, 
Venerated by their Children, 
Eſteemed by their Friends, 
Beloved and honoured by their Country. 
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